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PEEFACE. 


In  submitting  my  first  book  to  the  public,  I re- 
frain from  making  apologies  in  its  behalf,  and 

shall  only  briefly  allude  to  my  labors,  in  order  to 
sliow  how  strenuously  I have  endeavored  to  ensure 
its  authenticity.  1 have  sought  materials  for  a 

correct  history  of  my  country,  wherever  they 

wore  to  be  procured,  whether  in  Europe  or  Ame- 
rica, and  without  regard  to  cost  or  trouble.  All 
the  Atlantic  States  have  Historical  Societies,  and 
books  and  manuscripts  relating  to  those  States  have 
been  collected.  In  aaldition  to  this,  agents  have  been 
sent  to  Europe,  by  ditferent  Legislatures,  who  have 
transcribed  the  colonial  records  which  relate  to  their 
history.  1 have  had  none  of  these  aids.  I have  been 
compelled  to  hunt  up  and  buy  books  and  manuscripts 
contiected  with  the  history  of  Alabama,  and  to  col- 
led oral  information,  in  all  directions.  1 rejoice, 
however,  to  know  that  a Historical  Society  has 
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recently  been  formed  at  Tuscaloosa,  by  some  lite- 
rary gentlemen  ; and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  reflect 
that  the  authors  who  may  ap]:>ear  after  my  day,  will 
not  be  subjected  to  the  labor  which  it  has  been  my 
lot  to  undergo.  Believing  that  the  historian  ought 
to  be  the  most  conscientious  of  men,  writing,  as  he 
does,  not  only  for  the  present  age,  but  for  posterity, 
I have  endeavored  to  divest  myself  of  all  prejudices, 
and  to  speak  the  truth  in  all  cases.  If  it  should  be 
found,  by  the  most  scrutinizing  reader,  that  any  of 
my  statements  are  incorrect,  let  me  say  in  advance, 
that  when  I penned  those  statements  I believed  them 
to  be  true.  So  anxious  have  I been  to  record  each 
incident  as  it  really  oecuriaal,  that  upon  several  oc- 
casions 1 have  travelled  over  four  hundred  miles,  to 
learn  merely  a few  facts. 

About  four  years  since,  feeling  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  it  is  the.  duty  of  every  man  to  malm  him- 
self, in  sonu'  way,  useful  to  his  race,  I looked  around 
in  search  of  some  object,  in  the.  pursuit  ot“  which  I 
could  beiK'tit  my  lellow-citizens  ; for,  allhougli  much 
interested  in  agricailture,  tliat  did  not  occu])y  one- 
fourth  ol'  my  lime.  Having  no  taste  for  }H)litics, 
and  never  having  studied  a jtrofession,  1 determined 
to  write  a History.  1 thoughi  it  would  serve  to 
amuse  my  h'isure  hours;  but  it  has  been  the 
hardest  work  of  my  lifm  While  exhausted  by 
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the  labor  of  reconciling  the  statements  of  old  au- 
thors, toiling  over  old  French  and  Spanish  manu- 
scripts. travelling  through  Florida,  Alabama  and 
]\Iississippi,  for  information,  and  corresponding  with 
pjersons  in  Europe  and  elsewhere,  for  facts,  I have 
sometimes  alnmst  resolved  to  abandon  the  attempt 
to  prepare  a History  of  my  State. 

In  reference  to  that  portion  of  the  work  which 
relates  to  the  Iiidians,  1 will  state,  that  my  father  re- 
moved from  Anson  county,  North-Carolina,  and  car- 
ried me  to  the  wilds  of  the  Alabama  Territory,”  in 
1818,  when  I was  a boy  but  eight  years  of  age.  lie 
established  a trading  house,  in  connection  with  his 
plantation,  in  the  present  county  of  Autauga.  During 
my  youthful  days,  I was  accustomed  to  be  much  with 
the  Creek  Indians — hundreds  of  whom  came  almost 
daily  to  the  trading  house.  For  twenty  years  I fre- 
quently visited  the  Creek  nation.  Their  green  corn 
dances,  ball  plays,  war  ceremonies,  and  manners  and 
customs,  are  all  fresh  in  my  recollection.  In  my  inter- 
course with  them,  I was  thrown  into  the  company  of 
many  old  white  men,  called  “Indian  countrymen,” 
who  had  for  years  conducted  a eommerce  with  them. 
»Sornc  of  these  men  had  come  to  the  Creek  nation  be- 
fore the  revolutionary  war,  and  others,  being  tories, 
had  lied  to  it  during  the  war,  and  after  it,  to  escape 
from  whig  persecution.  They  were  uinptestionably 
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the  shrewdest  and  most  interesting  men  with  whom  I 
ever  conversed.  Generally  of  Scotch  decent,  many 
of  them  were  men  of  some  education.  All  of  them 
were  married  to  Indian  wives,  and  some  of  them 
had  intelligent  and  handsome  children.  From  these 
Indian  countrymen  I learned  much  concerning  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  Creeks,  with  whom  they 
had  been  so  long  associated,  and  more  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  commerce  which  they  carried 
on  with  them.  In  addition  to  this,  I often  con- 
versed with  the  Chiefs  while  they  were  seated  in 
the  shades  of  the  spreading  mulberry  and  walnut, 
upon  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Tallapoosa.  As 
they  leisurely  smoked  their  pipes,  some  of  them  re- 
lated to  me  the  traditions  of  their  country.  I occa- 
sionally saw  Choctaw  and  Cherokee  traders,  and 
learned  much  from  them.  I had  no  particular  ob- 
ject in  view,  at  that  time,  except  the  gratification  of 
a curiosity,  which  led  me,  for  my  own  satisfaction 
alone,  to  learn  sometliing  of  the  early  history  of 
Alabama. 

In  relation  to  the  invasion  of  Alabama  by  De 
Soto,  which  is  redated  in  the  first  chajiter  of  this 
work,  1 have  derived  much  information  in  regard  to 
the  route  of  that  ('aidic'^t  discoverer,  from  statements 
of  General  MrGillivray,  a Cn'ek  of  mixed  blood, 
who  ruled  this  country,  with  eminent  ability,  from 
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1776  to  1793.  I have  perused  the  manuscript  his- 
tory of  the  Creeks,  by  Stiggins,  a half-breed,  who 
also  received  some  particulars  of  the  route  of  De 
Soto,  during  his  boyhood,  from  the  lips  of  the  oldest 
Indians.  My  library  contains  many  old  Spanish  and 
French  map.s,  with  the  towns  through  which  De 
Soto  passed,  correctly  laid  down.  The  sites  of  many 
of  these  are  familiar  to  the  present  population. 
Besides  all  these,  I have  procured,  from  England 
and  France,  three  journals  of  De  Soto’s  expedition. 

One  of  these  journals  was  written  by  a cavalier 
of  the  expedition,  who  was  a native  of  Elvas,  in 
Portugal.  He  finished  his  narrative  on  the  10th 
February,  1.557,  in  the  city  of  Evora,  and  it  was 
printed  in  the  house  of  Andrew  de  Burgos,  printer 
and  gentleman  of  the  Lord  Cardinal,  and  the  Infanta. 
It  was  translated  into  English,  by  Richard  Hakluyt, 
in  1609,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  supplementary 
volume  of  his  voyages  and  discoveries  ; London  : 
181*2.  It  is  also  published  at  length  in  the  Histori- 
cal Collections  of  Peter  Force,  of  Washington  city. 

Another  journal  of  the  expedition  was. written  by 
the  Inca  Garcellasso  de  la  Vega,  a Peruvian  by 
})irth,  and  a native  of  the  city  of  Cuzco.  His  father 
was  a Spaniard  of  nobh'  blood,  and  his  mother  the 
sister  of  Capac,  one  of  the  Indian  so\er(‘igns  of 
Peru.  Garcellasso  was  a disringuished  writer  of 
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that  age.  He  had  heard  of  the  remarkable  inva5::n 
of  Florida  by  De  Soto,  and  he  applied  himself  dili- 
gently to  obtain  the  facts.  lie  found  out  an  IdTcIiI- 
gent  cavalier  of  that  expedition,  with  whom  he  had 
minute  conversations  of  all  the  particulars  of  it. 
In  addition  to  this,  journals  were  placed  in  his  Lands, 
written  in  the  cam})  of  De  Soto — one  by  Alonzo  de 
Carmona,  a native  of  the  town  of  Priego,  and  the 
other,  by  Juan  Coles,  a native  of  Zafra.  Garceilasso 
published  his  work,  at  an  early  period,  in  Spanish. 
It  has  been  translated  into  French,  but  never  into 
English.  The  copy  in  our  hands  is  entitled  •*  His- 
toire  de  la  Conquete  de  la  Floride  ou  relation,  de 
ce  qui  s’est  })asse  dans  la  decouvertc  de  ce  pais,  par 
Ferdinand  De  Soto,  Conq)osee  en  Espagnol,  par 
L’  Inca  Garceilasso  dc  la  ^"ega,  ct  traduite  cn  Fran- 
cois, par  Sr.  Pierre  Kichelet,  en  deux  tomes  : A 
Leide  : 17ol.'' 

I have  still  anollicr  journal,  and  the  last  one,  of 
the  cx})editioii  of  De  Soto.  It  was  written  by  Bicd- 
ma,  who  accompanied  D(‘  Soto,  as  his  commissary. 
The  journal  is  cniith'd  “Relation  de  ce  (}ui  arriva 
pendant  1<*  vo\age  du  Cajitaine.  Soto,  et  details  sur 
la  nature  du  ])as  (jifil  pareourut  ; })ar  Luis  Her- 
nandez de  Rieilma,'*  contaim'd  in  a volume  entitled 
“Recuil  de  I’lcces  sur  la  I'loridm"  one  of  a series  of 
“Voyages  et  meinoin-s  originaux  pour  servir  a la 
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L’Histoire  de  la  decouverte  de  L’Amerique  publics 
pour  la  premier  fois  eu  Francois;  par  H.  Ternaux- 
Compans.  Paris:  1841.” 

In  Biedma  there  is  an  interesting  letter  written  by 
De  Soto,  while  he  was  at  Tampa  Bay,  in  Florida, 
which  was  addressed  to  some  town  authorities  in 
Cuba.  The  journal  of  Biedma  is  much  less  in  detail 
than  those  of  the  Portuguese  Gentleman  and  Gar- 
cellasso,  but  agrees  with  them  in  the  relation  of  the 
most  important  occurrences. 

Our  own  accomplished  writer,  and  earliest  pio- 
neer in  Alabama  history — Alexander  B.  Meek, 
of  Mobile — has  furnished  a condensed,  but  well 
written  and  graphic  account  of  De  Soto’s  expe- 
dition, contained  in  a monthly  magazine,  entitled 
“The  Southron,”  Tuscaloosa,  1830.  He  is  correct 
as  to  the  direction  assumed  by  the  Spaniards,  over 
our  soil,  as-  well  as  to  the  character  of  that  extraor- 
dinary conquest. 

Theodore  Irving,  ]\I.A.,  of  Aew-Yoj-k,  has  recently 
issued  a revised  edition  of  his  Conquest  of  Florida. 
Its  style  is  easy  and  flowing,  when. the  author  jour- 
nalizes in  regard  to  unu'ches  through  the  country, 
and  is  exceedingly  graphic,  when  he  gives  us  a de- 
scription of  De  Soto's  battles.  As  I have  closely 
examined  the  sources  from  which  ^Ir.  Irving  has 
collated  his  work,  I am  prepared  to  state  that  ho  has 
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related  all  things  as  they  are  said  to  have  occurred. 
For  the  complimentary  terms  which  Mr.  Irving  has 
employed  in  the  preface,  and  also  in  many  of  the 
notes  of  his  late  edition,  in  relation  to  my  humble 
efforts  in  endeavoring  to  throw  new  light  upon  the 
expedition  of  De  Soto,  I beg  him  to  accept  my  pro- 
found acknowledgments. 

There  are  many  gentlemen  of  talents  and  distinc- 
tion, who  have  unselfishly,  nobly  and  generously  in- 
terested themselves  in  my  behalf,  while  engaged  in 
the 'arduous  labors  which  are  now  brought  to  a 
close.  I will  name  John  A.  Campbell  and  George 
N.  Stewart,  of  iMobilc ; Alfred  Ilennen  and  J. 
D.  B.  DeBow,  of  Xew-C)rleans ; the  Rev.  Francis 
Hawks,  of  AcwAk)rk  ; William  II.  Prescott  and 
Jared  Sparks,  of  iMassachuseUs  ; the  Rev.  AVilliam 
Bacon  Stevens,  of  Pliiladel])hia  ; W.  Gilmore  Simms, 
of  SoLith-Carolina ; and  i)artieularly,  John  II.  F. 
Claiborne,  ol‘  Mis.sissipj>i,  who  placed  in  my  hands 
the  manuscri[)t  ])aj)ei's  of  his  lather,  Gen.  F.  L. 
Claiborne,  who  eommanded  the  southern  wing 
of  the  ai‘my,  duriiur  the  Creek  war  of  1813  and 
1814.  'I'he  ."on  has  reipiested  me  to  present  the 
manuscript  papers  of  his  father,  as  a contribu- 
tion from  him,  to  tin*  Historical  Society  of  Ala- 
bama. I shall  comj)Iy  with  his  reipiest  upon  the 
first  suitabh’  occasion.  'rhei(‘  are  many  other  per- 
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sons  who  have  manifested  an  interest  in  my  behalf, 
to  enumerate  all  of  whom,  would  be  extending  this 
preface  to  an  unreasonable  length.  While  I omit 
the  mention  of  their  names,  I shall  ever  cherish  the 
niemory  of  their  attentions  with  the  most  grateful 
recollections. 

THE  AUTHOK. 

May^  1851. 
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1)K  SOTO  IX  ALABAMA,  GEORGIA  AND 
MISSISSIPPI. 


The  first  d'p^coveiT  of  Alabama  wa.s  by  Hernando  De  Soto,  chapter 
a native  of  Spain,  and  tlie  bon  of  a sipiire  of  Xerez  of  Badajos. 

A\’l)en  a youth  he  ^Yent  to  Peru,  enlisted  under  Pizarro,  and, 

\\ith  no  }>ro]:)erty  but  his  sAvord,  won  distingui.shed  military 
rejiutation.  Keturniiig  to  his  native  country,  and  making  an 
inijiosing  appearance  at  Court,  lie  was  made  Governor  of 
('nba,  and  Adelantado  of  Florida.  In  the  unkno\\m  regions 
“f  the  latter,  lie  resolved  to  embark  his  vast  wealth  in  a 
^ploinlid  expedition,  designed  to  conquer  a peojile  whom  he 
I-  hosed  to  possess  more  gold  than  he  had  yet  beheld  in 
South  America.  Young  men  of  the  best  blood  in  Sjiain  and 
Portugal,  sold  tlieir  houses  and  their  vineyards  and  tlockod 
to  In',  •'taiidard.  Soon  he  was  surrounded  In*  an  army  of  six 
hundrctl  chost-u  men,  with  whom  he  ]»ut  to  .sea,  over  tlic  bar 
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of  San  Lncav  de  Bavremeda.  An-iving  at  Cuba,  be  consumed 
a year  in  arraugiiig-  tbe  affairs  of  bis  government,  and  in  pre- 
paration for  tbe  great  enterprise  before  liimA  At  tbe  end  of 
that  period,  be  left  liis  wife,  Idona  Isabel  de  Bobadilla,  and 
tbe  Lieutenant  Governor  in  cliarge  of  tbe  Island,  and  sailed 
for  tbe  coast  of  Florida,  with  a fleet  of  nine  vessels — five 
large  ships,  togetber  with  caravals  and  brigantines. 

A prosperous  voyage  soon  enabled  De  Soto  to  pitch  bis 
camp  upon  (be  shores  of  Tampa  Bay,  in  Floilda,  with  an 
army  now  increased  to  one  thousand  men.  Sending  out 
detacbments  to  capture  Indians,  from  whom  be  expected  to 
learn  sometliing  of  tbe  country,  be  found  them  skilful  with 
the  bow  and  too  wily  to  be  easily  taken.  In  one  of  these 
sallies,  tbe  sob.liei*s  under  Baltasar  de  Gallegos  charged  upon 
a small  number  (ff  Iielian'^.  At  that  moment  a voice  cried 
out,  “I  am  a ebristian  ! I am  a Christian! — slay  me  not.” 
Tnstantlv  Alvaro  Nieto,  a stout  troo}>er,  drew  baek  bis  lance, 
and  lifting  tbe  unknown  man  up  behind  him,  pranced  oil  to 
join  bis  comrades. 

Bantilo  de  Nanaez  ba<I  attempted  to  overrun  this  coun- 
try with  a large  <e\petllti<»n ; Init  after  disastrous  wander- 
ings, be  reache<l  Apalache  without  tinding  any  gold, — and 
from  1 lienee  weuit  to  tbe  site  of  tbe  present  St.  Maiks, 
wiiere  bis  famlGied  troops  embarkual  for  Ciil)a,  in  rude 
and  hastily  constructed  boats,  \\bicb  were  soon  swallowed  by 

* rorliunif'C  Narrative,  I'p.  C05-700.  Gareoilasso  do  la  Vo^a, 
pp.  51)-G0, 
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the  waves.*  Jean  Ortiz,  the  person  taken  })risoner,  and  who  chapter 
now,  in  all  respects,  resembled  a savage,  was  a native  of  the 
town  of  Seville,  in  S[iaiii.  When  a youth,  he  came  to  this  coast 
witli  some  others  in  search  of  Narvaez,  and  was  captured  by 
tlie  Indians,  who  were  al-out  to  burn  him  to  death,  wljen  lie 
was  fortunately  saved  through  the  entreaties  of  the  beautiful 
dain_dilt  r of  Uceta,  the  Cliief.  In  the  earlier  periods  of  his 
sla\ery  he  was  treated  with  barbarity,  and  compelled  to  guard, 
night  and  day,  a lonely  temple,  in  which  the  dead  were  depos- 
ite<h  After  having  been  twelve  year's  a prisoner  among  these 
savagos,  lie  was  joyfully  hastening  to  the  camp  of  I)e  Soto, 
wh-'U  the  (ktstilian  words,  which  lie  so  inniloringly  uttered, 
arTe.'t.‘d  the  terrible  lance  of  Alvaro  Nieto.f 

Gntbiied  at  the  appearance  of  Jean  Ortiz,  who  became  his 
interpreter,  I>e  Soto  gave  him  clothes  and  arms,  and  }>laced  ^539 

June 

him  upon  a good  cliaiger.  The  Adelan'tado  was  now  ready 
to  penetrate  the  interior.  Ilis  troops  were  provide*!  with  hel- 
mets, bivastplates,  shields,  and  coats  of  steel  to  repel  the  arrows 
of  the  Indians  ; and  with  s\\ords,  Biscayan  lances,  rude  guns 
called  arquebuses,  cross-bows,  and  one  piece  of  artillery.  Ilis 

• A history  of  the  expedition  of  Nai-vaez  will  he  found  in  Barciii, 

1,  lolio  edition,  Madrid,  17-19,  entitled  “ Navfragios  de  Alvar 
Nuii.  z t al»/ea  de  \"aca  y Relacioii  de  la  Jornada  quo  hizo  a la  Florida, 
con  ol  Adelaiitado  Panfilo  de  Narvaez.”  See,  also,  Herrera’s  History 
of  Ainerira,  vol.  4,  pp.  57-:i8,  vol.  5,  pp.  91-10.7.  Loudon:  17-10. 

t Portuguese  Narrative,  pp.  702-70-1.  Garcella'-so,  pp.  1j-G4. 
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CHAPTER  cavaliers,  mounted  upon  two  hundred  and  thirteen  horses, 
were  the  most  gallant  and  graceful  men  of  all  Spain.  Grey- 
hounds, of  almost  the  fleetness  of  the  winds,  were  ready  to  be 
turned  loose  upon  the  retreating  savages  ; and  bloodhounds, 
of  prodigious  size  and  noted  ferocity,  were  at  hand,  to  devour 
them,  if  the  bloody  Spaniards  deemed  it  necessary.  To  se- 
cm-e  the  unhappy  Indian,  handcuffs,  chains  and  neck  collars 
abounded  in  tlie  camp.  Workmen  of  every  trade,  with  their 
various  tools,  and  men  of  science,  with  their  pliilosophical 
instruments  and  crucibles  for  refining  gold,  were  in  attendance. 
Tons  of  iron  and  steel,  and  much  other  metal,  various  mer- 
chandize, aTid  provisions  to  last  two  years,  were  provided  by 
the  munificence  of  the  commander  and  his  followers.  A large 
drove  of  hogs,  which  strangely  multiplied  upon  the  route, 
together  with  cattle  and  mules,  w'as  also  attached  to  the 
expedition.  The  establish nient  of  the  Catholic  religion  ap- 
1539  pears  to  have  been  one  of  the  objects ; tin-,  associated  with 
the  army,  w'ere  twelve  priests,  eight  clergymen  of  inferior 
rank,  and  four  monks,  with  tlieir  robes,  holy  relics,  and  sacra- 
mental bread  and  wine.  Most  of  them  were  relatives  of  the 
superior  officei-s.  Never  was  an  e\})edition  more  complete, 
owing  to  the  ex])erience  of  I )e  Suto,  who,  upon  the  }>lains  of 
Peru,  had  ri<klen  dow  n hundreds  in  his  powerful  charges,  and 
had  ]>oiired  out  streams  of  savage  blood  with  his  broad  and 
sweej'ing  sword  ! It  is  not  within  our  sct»pe  to  detail  the 
bloody  engagement!  which  attended  the  wandeiings  of  this 
daring  son  of  Spain,  U[>on  the  territory  <»f  the  now  State  of 
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Florida.  Every  wliere,  but  especially  in  naiTow  defiles,  the 
natives  showered  clouds  of  arrows  upon  the  invaders.  Strong 
in  numbei-s,  and  made  re^■engeful  l:y  the  cruelties  inflicted  by 
Narvaez,  they  had  determined  to  fight  De  Soto  until  his  army 
wa<  de-ifroye*!  or  driven  from  their  soil.  Nowhere  in  Florida 
did  he  find  peace.  His  gallant  troops,  however,  were  success- 
ful. The  Indians,  often  put  to  flight,  and  as  often  captured, 
were  laden  with  chains,  while  the  ponderous  baggage  of  the 
ex])editioii  was  unfeelingly  thrown  upon  their  backs  for  trans- 
jHirtation.  hen  in  camp,  they  were  made  to  pound  corn, 
and  iR'ilorm  the  most  laborious  and  servile  drudgerv. 

Cutting  his  way  from  Tam])a,  De  Soto  arrived  at  Anaica 
A}>a!aehe.  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  modern  Tallahassee. 
1 hell,  as  it  Is  yet,  a fertile  region,  he  drew  from  this  town,  and 
Ironi  ',)lln-rs  which  surrounded  it,  breadstufls  to  last  him  during 
the  winter.  Ihe  sea,  only  thii  ty  milds  distant,  was  explored 
by  a detachment,  and  at  the  present  St.  Marks  the  bones  of 
horsess,  hewn  timl»ers,  and  other  evidences  of  Narvaez,  were 
diScoNcred.  During  the  winter  all  the  detachments,  in  their 
various  expeditions,  were  attacked  by  tlie  Indians,  and  the 
main  camp  at  A]»alache  was  hairasseD  day  and  night,  in  the 
fiercest  manner,  and  with  the  most  sanguinaiy  results.  At 
length  Captain  Maldinado,  who  had  been  ordered  to  sail  to 
tiie  \vest  in  some  l»rigantines,  which  arriN  cd  from  Tampa  Bay, 
m search  of  a good  harbor,  returned  in  Februarv,  and  reported 
the  di'^covcry  of  the  bay  ol  Ochus,  since  called  rensacola,  which 
had  a spacious  channel,  and  was  j)rotected  from  the  winds  on 
1- 
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all  sides.^  Delighted  at  this  good  news,  which  enabled  the 
Governor  to  make  a wide  circuit  in  the  inteiior,  he  now'  or- 
dered Maldinado  to  put  to  sea  in  the  brigantines  which  then 
lay  in  the  Apalache  Bay,  and  to  sail  for  Cuba.  He  was  com- 
manded to  sail  from  thence  to  Ochus  with  a fleet  of  proHsions, 
clothes,  and  military  supplies,  with  which  to  recruit  the  expe- 
dition, when  it  should  liave  met  him  at  that  point  in  October.f 

Learning  from  an  Indian  sla^'c  that  a country  to  the  north- 
east abounded  in  gold,  De  Soto  broke  up  his  winter  encamp- 
ment, and  set  out  in  that  direction.  He  entered  the  territory 
of  tlie  present  Georgia  at  its  south-western  border,  and  succes- 
sively crossing  the  Ockmulgee,  Cwiiee  and  Ogechee,;];  finally 
rested  upon  the  banks  of  the  Sa5annah,  immediately  opposite 
the  modern  Silver  Bluff.  On  the  eastern  side  was  the  town 
of  Cutifachirpii,^  where  lived  an  Indian  Queen,  young,  beau- 

* The  Portuguese  Narrative  assorts  that  Maldinado  was  sent  to  the 
W’est,  at  the  head  of  a detachiuout,  by  land  ; but  I adopt  the  more  rea- 
sonable sUitenicnt  of  (iaroellasto,  especially  as  he  is  sustained  by  Biedma, 
De  Soto’s  commissary.  See  “ Relation  de  ce  qui  arriva  pendant  le 
voyage  du  Captaiuc  Soto  par  Luis  llernandez  de  Biedma,”  p.  59. 

t Portuguese  Narrative,  p.  709.  Garcellasso,  pp.  211-t}14. 

X Bfedina  states  that  Dc  Sqto  crossed  a river  (while  in  this  part  of 
the  country)  called  the  Altapaha.  The  substitution  of  only  one  letter 
would  make  it  the  Aliamaha.  p.  G9. 

§ All  Indian  tradition  locates  this  town  at  the  modern  Silver  Bluff, 
which  is  situated  on  the  east  baiik  of  the  Savannah,  in  Barnwell 
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tiful  and  unmarnod,  and  who  ruled  the  country  around  to  a chapter 
va^t  extent.  She  gli<led  across  the  river  in  a magnihcent 
canoe,  with  many  attendants,  and,  after  an  interesting  inter- 
view witli  De  Sot<),  in  which  they  exchanged  presents,  and 
passed  manv  agreeahle  compliments,  she  invited  him  and 

1540 

hi--  numerous  foll<jwei-s  over  to  her  town.  The  next  day  the 

edition  crossed  tlio  Savannah  upon  log  rafts  and  in  canoes, 
and  «jiiart<Ted  in  the  wigwams  and  under  the  spreading 
.-had*‘>  of  ilip  mulheny.  Many  interesting  tiling's  occurred  at 
thh  plat-e,  which  are  mentioned  at  length  by  Ixith  of  the 
j..uruaH-ls  of  1)0  Soto,  ]»articularly  by  Garcellasso,  but  which 
aro  loTf  reluctantly  omitted  in  our  anxiety  to  reach  the  bor- 
ih  rs  of  Alal)ama. 

Di'trioi,  Suuili-Carolina,  and  which  is  now  the  property  of  Governor 
Ihunmomi.  « 

In  17dt),  George  Goljihin,  then  a young  Iiishman,  established  himself 
as  an  Indian  trader  at  this  point,  and  gave  the  old  site  of  Cutifacliiqui 
the  mane  of  Silver  Bluff  The  most  ancient  Indians  informed  him  that 
this  was  the  place  where  De  Soto  found  the  Indian  Princess  ; and  this 
tradition  agrees  with  that  preserved  by  other  old  traders,  and  handed 
down  to  me.  Golphin  became  a very  wealtliy  man,  and  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  influential  persons  in  Georgia  and  Sauth-Carolina, 
as  we  will  see  hereafter.  He  left  many  descendants  ; among  others, 
the  wife  of  the  late  Governor  IMillege,  was  his  daughter  ; Dr.  Thomas 
G.  ll-dsues.  an  ititelligent  man,  of  Baldwin  county,  Alabama,  is  his 
grand-on. 

Bartram,  in  his  “ Travels,”  page  313,  speaking  of  Silver  Bluff,  snj's: 

“ '1  he  Spaniards  lurmcrly  fixed  themselves  at  this  place  in  the  hopes  of 
finding  silver  ” 
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I. 

1540 

Mays 


1540 

May 


After  a halt  of  several  weeks  at  Cutifticliiqiii,  De  Soto 
broke  up  his  camp,  and,  in  company  with  the  beautiful  young 
Queen,  whom  he  retained  al>out  his  person  as  a hostage,  to 
ensure  obedience  among  her  subjects,  and  who  did  not  esca}>e 
from  him  until  the  army  had  nearly  accomplished  its  route 
through  northern  Georgia, — marched  up  the  Savannah  to  its 
head  watei's,  and  rested,  for  a short  time,  at  a town  in  the 
present  llabei-sham  county,  Georgia.  From  this  place  the 
expedition  .assumed  a direct  western  coui’se,  across  northern 
Georgia,  until  they  struck  the  head  waters  of  the  Coosa  river, 
where  they  advanced  upon  the  town  of  Guaxule,  containing 
three  hundred  houses,  and  situated  between  several  streams 
which  had  their  sources  in  the  surrounding  mountains.  The 
Chief  met  De  Soto  with  live  hundred  warrioi-s  clothed  in 
light  costume,  after  the  fashion  of  the  country,  and  conducted 
him  to  his  own  house, — surrendered  at  the  instance  of  his 
wife, — which  stood  upon  a mound,  and  was  surrounded  by  a 
terrace  wide  enough  for  six  men  to  promenade  abreast.^ 
IT  aving  but  little  corn  for  tlie  famished  troops,  the  natives 
collected  and  gave  tliem  three  hundred  dogs,  Avhich  the 
S})aniards  had  bciUi  accu>tomed  to  eat  in  the  pine  barrens  of 
lower  Georgia,  “esteeming  them  as  though  they  had  been  fit 
wethers.''!  Gaining  much  information  about  the  countrv,  in 
con vt-rs.at ions  with  the  Chiof,  conducted  by  the  inter] »reter, 
Jean  Ortiz,  the  Govcriujr,  after  the  fourth  day’s  sojourn  at 
Guaxule,  marched  to  tho  town  of  Conasauga,  in  the  modern 
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county  of  if  array,  Georgia.  Crossing  the  Conitsauga  creek,  chapter 
and  journeying  do^\  n its  ^'*estern  banks,  the  Spaniards  found  it 
to  increase  in  size,  and  being  joined  by  other  streams,  it  pre- 
sently grew  larger  thaii  the  Guadalquiver  which  passes  by 
Seville.^'  This  was  the  Oostananla:  and  following  its  west- 
ern side,  De  Soto,  after  a very  slow  march,  advanced  within 
seven  miles  of  Chiaha,  \‘-here  he  was  met  by  fifteen  Indians, 
laden  with  corn,  bearing  a message  from  the  Chief,  inviting 
him  to  hasten  to  his  capital,  where  abundant  supplies  awaited 
him.  Soon  the  eager  Spaniards  stood  before  the  town  of 
Chiaha,  which  is  the  site  of  the  modern  Rome. 

'Hie  most  ancient  Cherokee  Indians,  whose  tradition  has 
R.-eii  lianded  doM  n to  us  through  old  Indian  tradei's,  disagree 
.as  to  tlio  precise  jdace  where  Do  Soto  crossed  the  Oostananla 
to  get  over  into  the  town  of  Chiaha — some  asserting  that  he 
p.i'St'd  over  that  river  seven  miles  aboA  e its  junction  with  the 
Ltowa,  and  that  he  marched  from  thence  down  to  Chiaha, 
which,  all  contend,  lay  immediately  at  the  confluence  of  the 
luo  rivei-s : while  other  ancient  Indians  asserted  that  he 
crt»ssed,  with  his  army,  immediately  opposite  the  town.  But 
this  is  not  very  important.  Cou]iling  the  Indian  traditions 
with  the  account  by  Garcella.«so,  and  that  by  the  Portuguese 
eve-witness,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  the  latter  tradition  that 
the  '-xpedition  continued  to  advance  down  the  western  side  of 
the  < >t»vtanaula,  until  they  halted  in  view  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Ktowa. 
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chapter 

I. 

1540 
June  5 


De  Soto  having  arrived  immediately  opposite  the  great 
town  of  Chiaha,  now  the  site  of  Rome,  crossed  the  Oosta- 
naula  in  canoes  and  upon  rails  made  of  logs  prepared  by  the 
Indians,  and  took  up  his  quarters  in  the  town.^ 

The  noble  young  Chief  received  De  Soto  with  unaffected 
joy,  and  made  him  the  following  address : 

Mighty  Chief : Xothing  could  have  made  me  so  happy  as 
to  be  the  means  of  serving  you  and  your  warrioi-s.  You  sent 
me  word  from  Guaxide  to  have  corn  collected  to  last  your 
army  t’w  o months.  Here  I have  twenty  barns  full  of  the  best 
which  the  country  can  alford.  If  I have  not  met  your  wishes, 
respect  ray  tender  age,  and  receive  my  good  will  to  do  for  you 
whatever  I am  able.f 

The  Governor  responded  in  a kind  manner,  and  was  then 
conducted  to  the  Chief’s  own  house,  prepared  for  his  accom- 
modation. 

Chiaha  contained  a great  <piantity  of  bear’s  oil  in  gourds, 
and  walnut  oil  as  clear  as  butter  and  equally  palatable ; and 
for  the  only  time  upon  tlie  entire  route  ^vere  seen  pots  of 
honey.;};  The  Sjianiaris,  irregularly  quartenal  in  the  fields, 

* Gareellasso,  p.  2f)5.  f Portuguese  Narrative,  p.  717. 
i T have  oftCMi  been  iiilbrnieil  by  old  bee  luinter.s  and  Indian  coun- 
trymen, that  after  the  territory  of  Alabama  beeanio  partially  settled  by 
an  American  population,  wild  bees  were  nnuh  more  abundant  than 
they  were 'in  their  earlie>t  recollection.  I’hoy  were  introduced  into  tho 
country  from  (Georgia  and  the  C’art)linas,  and  often  esoai)ing  from  their 
hives  to  ilie  woods,  became  wild, — hence  De  Soto  fouiul  no  honey  in 
tho  country  at  the  early  period  in  which  he  invaded  it,  e.xcept  at  Chiaha. 
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and  scattered  aI>out  at  their  'vvill,  reposed  under  trees  and  chapter 
loitered  upon  the  banks  of  the  rivei-s.  The  horses,  reduced  in 
flesh  and  unlit  for  battle,  grazed  upon  the  meadows.  Unac- 
customed to  allow  such  loose  discipline,  De  Soto  now  winked 
at  it,  for  the  natives  were  friendly,  and  every  soul  in  the  camp 
needed  repose.  Ojie  day  the  Chief  presented  the  Governor  1540 

June 

with  a string  of  pearls,  two  yards  in  length,  and  as  large  as 
filberts,  for  which  he  received  in  return  pieces  of  velvet  and 
oilier  cloth  much  esteemed  by  the  Indians.  He  said  that  the 
tcmjde  of  this  town,  where  the  remains  of  his  ancestors  were 
dc|H)<ited,  containc<l  a vast  quantity  of  these  valuables.  lie 
iu\in-d  his  distinguished  guest  to  take  from  it  as  many  as  he 
<ii>ir<-d.  But  tlie  latter  declined,  remarking  that  he  wished 
t'>  ajq»ro}>riate  nothing  to  himself  from  so  sacred  a place. 

'Ihe  Chief,  to  gratify  him  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  ol)tain- 
ing  these  pearls,  immediately  despatched  some  of  his  subjects 
in  four  canoes,  with  instructions  to  fish  all  night  for  the  oys- 
ters which  contained  them.  In  the  morning  he  caused  a lire 
to  Ix.^  nui'le  U]»on  the  bank.  The  canoes  returned  laden,  and 
the  natives  throwing  the  oysters  upon  the  glowing  coals,  suc- 
c<‘c.led  in  tinding  many  pearls  the  size  of  ]>eas,  which  De 
^^'to  pronounced  beautiful,  but  for  the  tire  which  had  robbed 
tlu-m  of  some  of  their  brilliancy.  A soldier,  in  eating  some 
♦ I ih*‘  t)ysters,  or,  rather,  muscles,  found  one  of  great  size  un- 
m;urod,  and  ollered  it  to  the  commander  for  Dona  Isabel, 
lie  d.'.rlinetl  tlu>  kindness  intended  his  wife,  and  urged  the 
g-  n'ToiiH  ivllow  t<)  keep  it  to  Iniy  horses  with  at  I tavana.  Con- 
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CHAPTER  noisseiP’!^  ii:  camp  valued  it  at  four  hundred  ducats.^'  While 
here,  a cavalier,  named  Luis  Bravo  de  Xeres,  walking  one 
day  upon  the  Lank  of  the  river,  threw  his  lance  at  a dog, 
which  suddenly  disappeared  under  the  bluff.  Coming  up  to 
recover  his  vve^rpon,  he  fuuiid,  to  his  huirur,  that  it  had  pierced 
the  temj>le  of  Jean  ^lateos  and  had  killed  him.  The  poor  man 
was  quietly  fishing  on  the  margin  of  the  stream,  and  little  sus- 
j^e  pccting  that  death  was  at  hand.  The  accident  caused  deep 
regret  in  the  camp,  the  deceased  being  much  esteemed,  and, 
having  the  only  gray  head  in  tire  army,  was  called,  by  way 
of  pleasantry,  Father  Mateos.f 

About  tins  time  a princi]«al  Indian  from  Costa,  a town  be- 
low, informed  I>e  Soto  that  in  the  mountains  to  the  north, 

* Garcellasso,  p.  297.  The  oyster  mentioned  was  the  muscle  to  be 
found  in  all  the  rivers  of  .-Ualjarna.  Heaps  of  mu.scle  shells  are  now  to 
be  seen  on  our  river  bank.s  wherever  Indians  used  to  live.  They  were 
much  used  by  the  ancient  Indians  for  some  purpose,  and  old  warriors 
have  informed  me  that  their  ancestors  once  used  the  shells  to  temper 
the  clay  with  which  they  made  their  vessels.  But  as  thousands  of  the 
shells  lie  banked  up,  some  deep  in  the  ground,  we  may  also  supjiose 
that  the  Indians,  in  De  Soto’s  time,  everywhere  in  Alabama,  obtained 
j)carls  from  them.  There  can  lie  no  doulit  about  tire  quantity  of  pearls 
Ibund  in  this  State  and  Georgia  in  15  10,  but  they  were  of  a coarser  and 
more  vaulele.xs  kind  than  the  Spaniards  suj)pos<.d.  'I'lu'  Indians  used  to 
perforate  thnn  with  a heated  copper  spindle,  and  string  them  around 
their  necks  and  arms  like  beads — others  made,  toy  babies  and  birds  of 
them. 

t Garcellasso,  p.  29-'^. 
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at  a place  called  Cliisca,  were  mines  of  copper,  and  of  a yel- 
low metal,  still  finer  and  softer.  Having  seen,  upon  the  Sa- 
vannali,  copper  hatchets,  supposed  to  be  mixed  with  gold, 
his  attention  was  deeply  aroused  upon  the  subject.  Villabos 
and  Silvera,  two  fearless  soldiers,  volunteered  to  explore  tliat 
region.  Furnished  with  guides  by  the  Chief  of  Chiaha,  they 
departed  upon  their  perilous  journey. 

The  Spaniards  had  basked  upon  the  delightful  spot  where 
now  stands  the  town  of  Rome,  for  the  space  of  thirty  days. 
The  horses  had  recruited,  and  the  troops  had  grown  vigorous 
and  ready  for  desperate  deeds.  I)e  Soto  demanded  of  the 
hospitable  Chief,  througli  the  pei-suasion  of  some  of  his  un- 
principled officers,  a number  of  females  to  accompany  them 
in  their  A\andeiings.  That  night  the  inhabitants  quietly  left 
the  town  and  hid  themselves  in  the  bordering  forests.  The 
Chief  entreated  the  Governor  not  to  hold  him  responsible  for 
their  conduct,  for,  during  his  miiiority,  an  arbitrary  uncle  ruled 
them  with  a despotic  will.  "With  sixty  troopei-s  De  Soto 
ravaged  the  surrounding  country,  and,  }>rovoked  at  not  find- 
ing the  fugitives,  laid  waste  tlieir  fiourishing  fields  of  corn. 

hen  afterwards  informed  that  men  only  would  be  required 
to  bear  tlie  1>ag!j:age,  the  Indians  returned  to  Chiaha,  apulo- 
-na*d  for  their  tlight,  and  yieMed  to  the  last  ])roposition.'^'  iJe 
to  tli.ni  l)roke  u)»  liis  eanq>,  re-erossed  the  (dostanaula,  and 
nian  ia-q  qo\vn  the  west  side  of  the  Co<»'a,  leaving  the  gene- 
leu-  ])e<«p|«.  of  Chiaha  well  >ati"ried  with  ])rfS(/iits.  On  the 
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CHAPTER  2d  July,  and  after  seven  days  slow  marcli,  lie  entered  the 
town  of  Costa."*  The  Spaniards  were  now  in  Alabama,  in 
the  territory  embraced  in  the  county  of  Cherokee,  and  by  the 
side  of  the  Coosa,  one  of  our  noblest  streams.  Never  before 

Joly 

had  our  soil  been  trodden  by  European  feet  I Never  before 
had  our  natives  beheld  white  faces,  long-  beards,  strange  ap- 
parel, glittering  armor,  and,  stranger  than  all,  the  singular 
animals  bestrode  by  the  dashing  cavaliers  ! De  Soto  had 
disco^'ered  xVlabarna,  not  by  sea,  but  after  dangerous  and  dif- 
licult  marches  had  penetrated  her  north-eastern  border  with 
a splendid  and  well-equipped  land  expedition  ! The  Atlantic 
Stiftes  were  quietly  discovered  by  voyagers  entering  their 
harbors.  xVlabama  was  marehed  upon  by  an  army,  whose 
soldiei*s  sickened  with  famine  upon  the  barrens'  of  Georgia, 
and  l<‘ft.  tracks  of  blood  upon  the  soil  of  Florida! 

Commanding  his  canq)  to  be  }>itched  two  cross-bow  shots 
from  the  town,  De  Soto,  with  eight  men  of  his  guard,  ap- 
proached the  Chief  of  Costa,  who  received  him  with  apparent 
friendship.  A\  bile  they  were  conversing  together,  some  un- 
scrupulous footmen  entered  the  town  and  ])lundercd  several  of 
the  houses,  ddie  justlv  incensed  Indians  fell  upon  them  with 
their  clubs.  Seeing  himself  surrounded  bv  the  natives,  and 
in  great  )>ersonal  <langer,  the  Governor  seized  a cudgel,  and, 
with  )ii>  inual  }>resence  of  mind,  commenced  l)cating  liis  own 
men.  Tlie  savages  obserNing  that  he  took  their  ]>art,  became 
pacitie<l  f'»r  a moment.  In  the  meantime,  taking  the  Chief 


* roruigncsc  Narrative,  pp.  718-719. 
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by  the  hand,  ]ie  led  him,  with  flattering  words,  towards  the 
camp,  wliere  he  was  presently  surrounded  by  a guard  and 
held  as  a hostage.^  The  Spaniarcb  remained  under  arms  all 
night.  Fifteen  hundred  Indians,  armed  complete,  often  made 
dispositions  to  charge  upon  them,  '.'ociferating  angry  and  insult- 
ing language.  Averse  to  war  since  he  had  been  so  repeatedly 
attacked  by  the  Floridians,  I)e  Soto  restrained  his  anxious 
troops,  Ilis  coolness,  together  with  tlie  influence  of  a promi- 
nent Indian  who  followed  him  from  Cliialia,  put  an  end  to  the 
serious  aflair.f  Three  days  after  this,  Villabos  and  Silvera 
returned  from  Chisca.  d'hey  passed  into  the  mountains, 
found  no  gold,  but  a country  abounding  with  lofty  hills  and 
stupendous  rocks.  Dispirited,  tliey  returned  to  a poor  town, 
where  the  inhabitants  gave  them  aJ>uffalo  robe,  which  tliey 
supposed  once  covered  a tremendous  animal,  partaking  of 
the  qualities  of  the  ox  and  the  sheep.];  xVccording  to  Gar- 
cellasso,  the  mines  which  they  reached  were  of  a highly  colored 
copjxn-,  and  were  doubtless  situated  in  the  territory  of  the 
county  of  l)e  Kalb.  The  sick,  who  were  qilaced  in  canoes  at 
Chiaha,  had  by  this  time  arrived  down  tlie  river.  Furnished 
with  the  burden  carriei’s  by  the  Chief,  who  was  to  the  last 
liour  held  a prisoner,  the  Governor  left  Costa  on  the  9th  of 
July,  1540,  and  crossed  over  to  the  east  side  of  the  Coosa 
uj^on  rafts  and  canoes.  Froceeding  down  its  eastern  bank, 
lie  encam})ed  the  tii*st  night  at  the  town  of  Talle.  The  Chief 
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* Portui,'ucK'  Narrativi',  pj).  718-7ID.  j Garoellas.-o,  p.  .'iOU. 
f Pi»itii>juo.'.e  Narrative,  p.  710. 
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CHAPTER  carae  forth  to  receive  him,  and,  in  a formal  speech,  begged  liim 
to  command  his  services.  Here  tlie  Spaniards  remained 
t^YO  days,  sharing  the  hospitality  of  tlie  natives.  Upon  their 
departure  they  were  supplied  with  two  women  and  four  men. 
Indeed,  Dc  Soto  brought  from  tho  forests  of  Floiida  over  five 
hundred  unhappy  men  and  women,  secured  with  chains,  diiven 
by  keepers,  and  made  to  transport  the  effects  of  the  expedition. 
When  any  of  them  became  sick,  died,  or  escaped,  it  was  his 
policy  to  supply  their  places  at  the  first  town  upon  which  he 
marched.  He  always,  however,  distributed  among  the  piin- 
cipal  Indians  presents,  which  were  gratifying  to  them,  and  left 
at  many  of  the  towns  pairs  of  swine  to  stock  the  country. 

The  expedition  now  began  to  enter  the  tar-fiimed  proHnee 
of  Coosa,  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  which  were  kiiouii  to  all 

1340  Indians,  even  upon  the  sea-side.  Garcel lasso  asserts  that  it 

Joly  ^ 

extended  three  hundred  miles,  and  other  authoi's  agree  that 
it  reached  over  the  territory  now  embraced  in  the  counties 
of  Cherokee,  Benton,  Talladega  and  Coosa.  Contiiuung 
through  the  nch  lands  of  Benton,  the  e,\])cdition  passed  many 
towns  subject  to  the  Chief  of  Coosa.  E\  ery  day  they  met 
amba<sadoi-s,  *‘one  going  and  another  coming,”  by  which  De 
Soto  was  assured  of  a hearty  welc(une  at  the  capital.'*'  A\'ith 
joyful  faces  the  Indians  rushed  to  his  linos  every  mile  iij>on 
the  route,  furnishing  supplies  and  assisting  the  troops  from 
one  town  to  another.  The  same  generous  reception  attended 
him  upon  entering  the  soil  of  the  county  of  Talladega.  The 


* Portuguose  Narrative,  p.  719. 
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hospitality  of  the  Coosas  surpassed  that  of  any  people  whom 
he  had  yet  discovered.  The  trail  was  lined  ^vith  towns,  vil- 
lages and  hamlets,  and  “ many  sown  fields  Avhich  reached  from 
one  to  the  other.”^  With  a delightful  climate,  and  abound- 
ing in  fine  meadows  and  beautiful  little  rivers,  this  region  was 
charming  to  De  Soto  and  his  followers.  The  numerous  barns 
were  full  of  corn,  while  acres  of  that  which  was  gro^^'ing  bent 
to  the  warm  rays  of  the  sun  and  rustled  in  the  breeze.  In  the 
plains  were  plum-trees  peculiar  to  the  country,  and  others 
resembling  those  of  Spain.  Wild  fruit  clambered  to  the  tops 
of  the  loftiest  trees,  and  lower  branches  were  laden  with  de- 
licious Isabella  grapes. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  1540,  the  army  came  in  sight  of  the 
town  of  Coosa.  Far  in  the  outskirts,*  I)e  Soto  was  met  by  the 
Chief,  seated  upon  a cushion,  and  riding  in  a chair  sup|)orted 
upon  the  shouldei*s  of  four  of  liis  chief  men.  One  thousand 
warriors,  tall,  active,  sprightly  and  admirably  proportioned, 
>ntli  large  plumes  of  various  colors  on  their  heads,  followed 
him,  marching  in  regular  order.  Ills  dress  consisted  of  a 
splendid  mantle  of  martin  skins,  thrown  gracefully  over  his 
shoulder,  while  his  head  was  adorned  with  a diatlem  of  bril- 
liant feathers.  Around  him  many  Indians  raised  their  voices 
in  song,  and  others  made  music  upon  flutes.t  The  steel-clad 
warriors  of  .Spain,  witli  their  glittering  armor,  scarcely  equalled 
the  magiCificent  display  made  by  these  natives  of  Alabama. 
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» J‘ortu;^uc.so  Narrative,  p.  719.  f GarceIlas<o,  p.  300. 
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CHAPTER  The  Chief,  receiving  De  Soto  with  the  warmth  of  a generous 
heart,  made  him  tiie  following  speech  : 

Mighty  Chief ! above  all  others  of  the  earth  ! Although  I 
come  now  to  receive  you,  yet  I received  you  many  days  ago 
deep  in  my  heart.  If  I had  the  uhoie  world,  it  would  not 
give  me  as  much  pleasure  as  I now  enjoy  at  the  presence  of 
yourself  and  your  incomparable  warriors.  My  person,  lands 
and  subjects,  are  at  your  service.  I will  now  march  you  to 
your  quartei’S  with  })laying  and  singing.'-- 

De  Soto  responded  in  his  best  style,  after  which  he  ad- 
vanced to  the  town,  conversing  with  the  Chief,  who  rode  in 
his  sedan  chair,  while  the  lofty  Spaniard  sat  upon  his  fiery 
steed.  The  royal  liouse  was  set  apart  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Adelantado,  and  one  half  of  the  other  houses 
io40  were  surrendered  to  the  troo]>s.  The  town  of  Coosa  was 

Jaly 

situated  upon  the  east  bank  of  the  river  of  that  name,  be- 
tween the  mouths  of  the  two  creeks,  now  known  as  Talladega 
and  Tallasehatchee,  one  of  which  is  sometimes  called  Kia- 
mulgee.f  It  contained  five  liundivd  houses,  and  was  the 
ca}>ital  of  this  rich  and  extensive  province. 

* Purtviguesc  Narrative,  j)]). 

I In  t-'o!.  Benjamin  Hawkins,  then  Cieek  .Agi-nt,  visited  the 

C-'Osa  town,  now  etiihracial  in  the  county  ot  'J'alladega.  He  accurately 
describes  iht;  inhabitants  ami  the  location  of  the  town,  which  he  says 
was  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Coosa,  between  the  mouths  of  tsvo 
creeks,  tiio  Indian  names  of  which  were  Natche  ami  Ufaula.  When 
he  rrench  expelled  the  Natdiez  from  the  Mississippi  in  17.'I0,  some  of 
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The  Chief  of  Coosa  was  twenty-six  years  of  age,  well 
formed,  intelligent,  ^vith  a face  iKsautifiilly  expressive,  and  a 
heart  honest  and  generous.  He  always  dined  with  I)e  Soto. 
One  day  he  rose  from  the  table,  and,  in  an  earnest  manner, 
besought  the  Governor  to  select  a region  any  where  in  his 
dominions,  and  immediately  establish  upon  it  a largo  Spanish 
colony.  He  Soto  had  contemplated  peopling  some  beautiful 
country,  and  was  bettei'  pleased  ^\ith  this  section  than  any 
other,  but  his  imagination  still  pointed  him  to  some  gold 
region,  like  Peru.  He  returned  the  Chief  his  profound 
thanks,  adduced  many  reasons  for  declining  the  liberal  olfer, 
among  othei-s,  that  Maklinado’s  ships  would  await  him  at 
the  bay  of  Pensacola.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this  kindness, 
the  politic  and  suspicious  He  Soto  kept  the  Chief  about  his 
person,  as  a hostage,  to  preserve  peace  among  tlie  Indians, 
and  to  extort  slaves  and  previsions.  Enraged  at  the  impri- 
sonment of  their  Chief,  the  Indians  tied  to  the  woods  to 

that  tribe  sought  refuge  among  the  Talladcgas — hence  the  name  of  one 
of  these  creeks  in  Hawkins’  day.  When  the  Americans,  in  183*1,  began 
to  settle  this  country,  they  changed  the  name  of  these  creeks  to  Talla- 
dega, or  Kiamulgec,  and  Ihdlasehatchcc.  In  addition  to  the  testimony 
of  Col.  llawkins,  many  old  Indian  oountrymen  have  inl'onncd  me  that 
here  was  the  site  of  the  Coosa  town,  which  was  known  by  that  name 
in  their  early  days.  Several  ancient  French  and  Spanish  map.s,  in  my 
possession,  lay  down  the  town  of  Coosa  at  the  place  describeil. 

See  Hawkins’  sketch  of  the  Creek  Country  in  17LI8-1799,  published 
hy  the  Historical  Society  of  Georgia,  Savannah,  1848. 
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prepare  for  war.  Four  captains,  with  their  companies,  were 
despatched  in  different  directions  in  pursuit,  and  returned 
with  many  women  and  men  in  chains.  Some  of  the  principal 
of  these  were  released  at  the  entreaty  of  the  Cliief,  while  others 
were  carried  off  with  the  expedition,  laden  with  irons  and 
baggage,  and  those  who  were  not  destroyed  at  the  battle  of 
Maubila,  were  conducted  far  beyond  the  Mississippi  river."* 

The  Indians  returned  from  tlie  forest,  and  remained  at 
peace  with  the  Spaniards,  but  were  still  dissatisfied  at  the 
restrictions  imposed  upon  the  liberties  of  their  Chief.  After 
twenty-five  days  had  been  passed  at  the  capital  of  Coosa, 
De  Soto  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  Tallapoosa,  leaving 
behind  a Christian  negro,  too  sick  to  travel,  whom  the  Indians 
desired  to  retain  among  them  on  account  of  his  singular  hair 
and  sable  complexion.  He  recovered,  and  was  doubtless  the 
distant  ancestor  of  the  dark-colored  savages  seen  4n  that 
regdon  in  more  modern  llmes.t  The  til's!  day  the  army 

* Portuguese  Narrative,  p.  7i20. 

+The  negro  left  at  Coosa  was  not  the  only  memorial  of  De  Soto  that 
remained  with  these  people.  Ceorgo  Stiggins,  whose  mother  was  a 
Natchez  Indian,  and  whose  father  was  a Scotchman,  was  born  in  the 
Talladega  country.  lie  was  a fair  English  scholar,  and  a pretty  good 
writ(‘r.  He  iiad  boon  f)r  years  engaged  in  writing  a history  of  the 
Creeks,  and  died  some  years  ago,  leaving  it  in  aii  uutinished  state.  His 
son  permitteu  me  to  perure  it  one  day.  Stig-giiis  asserts  that  the  Talia- 
degas  had,  ;u  a late  day,  a brass  kettle-drum  and  several  shiekH  which 
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passed  through  the  large  town  of  Tallemuchasa,  within  a 
few  hours  after  it  had  been  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants. 
Tfie  next  day  the  town  of  Utaua  was  reached,  where  De  Soto 
encamped  six  days,  awaiting  the  abatement  of  tlie  sti-eam 
which  ran  by  it,  now  violently  swollen  by  incessant  rains.  ^Vs 
the  expedition  had  not  crossed  any  sti-eam  since  leaving  Coosa, 
it  is  probable  the  one  alluded  to  was  the  modern  Tallase- 
hatchee.  The  march  was  continued  to  Ullebahale,  situated 
upon  Hatchet  creek,  which  was  called  a “ snnall  river.”  The 
town  was  surrounded  by  a wall  composed  of  two  rows  of 
posts  driven  deep  in  the  ground,  with  poles  laid  horizontally 
between  them,  the  inner  and  outside  of  the  frame  work  neatly 
stuccoed  V ith  clay  and  straw.  Port-holes  were  left  at  proper 
distances,  forming,  a defence  “ as  high  as  a lance.”  Such  was 
the  character  of  the  Indian  fortiticalions  from  this  place  onward. 
In  consequence  of  the  duresse  of  the  Chief  of  Coosa,  whom  I>e 
Soto  earned  along  with  him,  but  treated  with  re.s]>ect  and 
kindness,  the  Indians  of  Ullebahale  were  in  arms.  Pefore 
the  Spaniards  entered  the  suburbs,  twelve  principal  men, 
armed  with  bows,  and  with  lofty  plumes  upon  their  hea<.U, 
advanced  and  voluiiteere<I  to  rescue  their  Vieloved  Chief  by 
arraying  a formidable  force ; 1>ut  he  dissuaded  them  from  it. 
On  tlie  opposite  side  of  the  creek  lived  a suUChief,  who  fiir- 

once  belonged  to  the  aniiy  of  Do  Soto,  and  that  he  had  often  scon  them. 
The  Co.'sns  used  tlietn  as  .roj)hio3  in  their  annual  festivals.  Besides 
these,  De  Suto  left  hogs  and  sometiiiu's  cattle,  among  the  Alabama 
towns,  and  such  is  the  oriiTiu  of  those  animals  among  the  Indians. 
Horses  and  mules  wore  too  valuable  to  be  given  away. 
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nished  De  Soto  with  thirty  women  tor  slaves,  and  to  cany 
burdens.  Then  tlic  Adelantado  pursiied  his  'svanderings, 
leanng  behind  Mansano,  a native  of  Salamanca,  of  noble  pa- 
rentage, Avho  5vas  lost  while  rambling  in  the  hills  for  graj^es, 
which  were  found  in  great  abundance.  The  route  lay  along 
tlie  modern  Soca])atoy  region,  in  the  county  of  Coosa.  The 
expedition  passed  the  town  of  Toase  and  several  othei-s,  subject 
to  the  Chief  of  Tallase,  and  arrived  at  the  great  town  of  that 
name  on  the  '18th  September,  1540, 

Tallase  was  an  extensive  town,  the  principal  part  of  which 
was  encompassed  ly  a wall,  similar  to  that  just  described, 
with  the  addition  of  terraces.  It  reposed  u]»on  a point  of  land 
“almost  sui-rounded  by  a main  river,”  which  WiTs  the  Talla- 
poosa.* Extensi\i*  fields  of  coi-n  reached  up  and  down  the 
banks.  f)n  the  op}»o.-ite  side  were  otlnu'  towns,  skirted  with 
rich  fields  laden  with  hra\y  ears  of  maize.  The  beautiful 
river,  rollirig  its  silvery  w.ateis  througli  these  fertile  lands, 
and  the  delightful  climate,  contrilnited  to  render  the  whole 

* Some  years  after  De  Soto  passed  tlirooirh  this  (‘ountry, the  Musoogees 
or  Creeks  came  from  tlie  .Mexican  empire,  of  which  they  wore  subjects, 
and  overnm  all  East  Alabama  and  the  fireater  portion  of  Georgia,  kill- 
ing and  making  slaves  of  many  of  the  Alahamas,  Ockmulgees,  Oconces 
and  Uehces.  the  latter  of  whom  then  livcil  near  the  modern  city  of 
Savannah.  Upon  the  ruins  of  the  Tallase  discovered  by  De  Soto,  the 
Mnsei^gces  I uiit  the  town  of  Tookabatclni,  hut  immediately  oppo.site, 
acro.ss  the  river,  the  name  of  d’allase  was  preserved  until  they  mov.'J 
to  Ark:insa.«,  in  1S3G.  'J’iiis  aneient  and  e.xtcnsive  Indian  sctlleliTient  is 
now  in  large  cotton  plantations. 
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prospect  most  pleasing.  But  the  reception  of  De  Soto  among 
these  people  was  cool  and  scarcely  civil.  Some  had  aban- 
doned their  houses  at  his  approach,  and  gone  into  the  woods. 
However,  the  Chief  gave  him  forty  Indians.  After  a few 
days,  a noble-loohing  young  sav  age,  of  gigantic  proportions, 
and  with  a face  extremely  handsome  and  interesting,  sisited 
the  mar<piee.  lie  was  the  son  of  Tuscaloosa,  a potent  Chief, 
whose  domains  c«mimenced  thirty  miles  below,  and  extended 
to  the  distant  Tombigby.  He  l>ore  an  invitation  from  his 
father  to  I>e  Soto  to  hasten  to  his  capital,  where  he  was 
making  preparations  to  receive  him  u])on  a magiiiticent  scale, 
and  then  awaited  him  upon  the  eastern  coniines  of  his  terri- 
tory. The  son  vras  despatched  with  a suitable  reply,  and 
presents  for  the  father. 

ILning  remained  at  Tallase  twenty  days,  He  Soto  dis- 
missed the  Chief  of  Coosa,  witli  whom  he  parted  upon  good 
terms,  crossed  the  'i'allapoosa  in  canoes  and  upon  rafts,  march- 
ed down  the  eastern  side,  and  encam[ied  the  first  night  at 
Cru^ista,  }»robably  the  site  of  the  modern  Autose.  Delayed 
in  passing  the  river,  he  could  not  ha\e  advanced  further  that 
day.  Ill  the  morning  the  march  was  resumed.  During  this 
day  a large  town  was  disco\ered,  and  at  night  the  camp  was 
pitched  upon  the  bordcis  of  another.  The  next  day,  advanc- 
ing within  six  miles  of  tlie  temporary  residence  of  Tuscaloosa, 
a halt  was  made  in  the  woods.  Louis  de  Moscoso,  the  camp- 
master,  with  fifteen  horsemen,  was  despatched  to  inform  tlie 
C'hief  (»f  the  jtroximitv  <»f  the  (tow-rnor.  Moscoso  tound  tlie 
proud  Moiiilian  seateal  upon  two  cu>hions,  }>laced  on  a large 
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and  elegant  matting,  upon  an  eminence  Avliich  commanded  a 
delightful  prospect.  Ills  numerous  attendants  posted  them- 
selves around  him,  leaving  space  for  the  nearer  position  of  his 
chief  men.  One  of  these  held  over  his  head  a round  deer- 
skin shield,  Avith  a staff  in  the  middle,  rescmhling  an  umbrelht. 
Painted  Avith  stri]>es  of  different  colors,  it  Avas  used  as  a ban- 
ner in  his  Avai-s,  but  Avas  emjtloyed  at  present  in  protecting  his 
head  from  the  rays  of  the  sun.  Tuscaloosa  Avas  forty  years  of 
age,  of  great  stature,  Avith  immense  limbs,  lie  Avas  s|)are  around 
the  waist,  and  his  Avhole  form  Avas  admirably  proportioned. 
His  countenance  Avas  haiahome,  hut  gra\-e  and  seA'ere.  “He 
was  lord  of  many  territories  and  mueh  people,  and  Avas  feared 
by  his  neighbors  and  sul)jeets.”  In  vain  did  Moscoso  endea- 
vor to  excite  his  curiosity,  by  j>raiicing  his  hoi-ses  before  him. 
Sometimes  he  scarcely  deigned  to  raise  his  eyes,  and  then, 
again,  he  bestowed  upon  the  troopei-s  the  most  contemptuous 
smiles.  Ea  en  Avhen  1 )(*  Sot(A  arrived,  lie  preserved  the  same 
haughty  demeanor;  hut,  in  consideration  of  his  position  as 
commander-in-chief,  he  ri'liictantly  advanced,  and  made  the 
folloAvlng  address : 

iMiglity  Chief : 1 bid  you  AA  clcome.  I greet  you  as  I Avould 
my  brother.  It  is  needless  to  talk  long.  What  I have  to 
say  can  be  said  in  a f»nv  Avoids.  You  shall  kiioAv  hoAv  Avilling 
I am  t<.  sei'A'c  you.  I am  tliaiikfid  for  the  things  AAiiich  you 
have  Sent  me,  childly  because  they  Avere  youis.  I am  noAV 
ready  to  comply  Avith  your  desires. 

The  CoAernor  replied  in  I rue  Spanish  style,  failing  not  to 
assure  the  Chie-f  that,  cAen  in  distant  Indian  countries  through 
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which  he  passed,  he  had  heard  of  his  greatness  and  power. 
This  interesting  scene  occurred  below  Line  Creek,  in  the 
present  county  of  Montgomery.  Both  journalists  agi‘4?e  that 
l)e  Soto  had  advanced  thirty-six  miles  below  Tallase.  Re- 
posing at  this  to'SMi  the  space  of  two  days,  preparations  were 
made  to  advance.  An  officer  was  sent  among  the  hoises,  to 
find  one  large  enough  to  sustain  the  giant  Indian.  A large 
pack-hoi'se,  the  property  of  the  Go^'ernor,  was  selected.  Ap- 
pareled in  a rich  suit  of  scarlet,  and  a cap  of  the  same,  given  to 
him  by  De  Soto,  the  Chieftain,  who  was  a head  taller  than 
any  of  his  attendants,  mounted  u})on  his  horse,  \Gth  his  feet 
nearly  trailing  on  the  ground.  Onward  the  lofty  and  graceful 
Mobilian  rode,  side  by  side  with  the  Governor.  IMarching 
through  the  tenitory  embraced  in  the  present  counties  of 
Montgomery,  Lowndes,  and  the  soutli-ea‘<tern  part  of  L')allas, 
the  expedition  airived  at  a town  called  Piaclie,  seated  on  a 
peninsula  formed  by  tlie  windings  of  a lai-ge  river,  ‘‘the 
same  wliicli  runs  by  Tallase,  but  here  grown  much  wider 
and  deept-r.”  * This  was  the  Alabama.  On  the  march 
liither,  a distressing  disease  broke  out  among  the  Spaniards, 
from  the  Mant  of  salt.  The  death  of  several,  together  with 
the  loathsome  condition  of  the  sufterei’s,  s))read  alarm  in  the 
camp.  Those  who  atbua\  ards  used  ashes  with  their  food,  from 
a \\eed  recommended  by  the  Indians,  escaped  the  dreadful 
inalady.f 

* Garct'lla.v^o,  p.  310.  Portiiguose  Narrative,  [). 

t Garecl lasso,  pp.  309-370. 
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The  town  of  Piaolie  was  strongly  fortified.  Its  name  is 
probably  preserved  in  a large  creek  Avliieli  fiows  into  the 
Alaban^a,  on  the  northern  side,  called  Chilache.  The  Indians 
ha\fing  no  canoes,  soon  constructed  rafts  of  dry  logs  and  cane, 
upon  which  the  troops  \^'ere  w afted  to  tlie  northern  or  western 
side  of  the  Alabama — according  to  the  conviction  of  the  writer, 
in  the  ii[)]icr  iKirt  of  the  county  of  Wilcox.'^ 

The  ex])cdition  assumed  a southern  direction,  and  marched 
down  the  Avestern  side  of  tin*  Alabama,  OA  cr  the  soil  of  the 
present  comity  of  AVilcox.  .1  )e  Soto  began  to  read  the 
Mobilian  Chief.  lie  w as  still  proud  and  distant,  and  evidently 
felt  that  he  Avas  a prisoner.  Tpou  the  Avhole  route  he  had 
been  studiousl}'  engaged  in  cou'-ulting  Avith  his  principal  men, 
and  in  constantly  sending  ruimers  to  the  capital  with  mes- 
sages. De  Soto  sii>)>ected  that  In*  meditated  schemes,  Avhich 
aimed  at  the  destruction  of  tlie  Spaniards,  llis  sus}>icions 
Avcre  further  awakein-d.  avIu-u  A’illabos  and  another  caA'alier 
were  believed  to  ha\r*  bn«*n  killed  by  his  subjocts.  AVhen 
jisked  alK)ut  them,  Tuscaloosa  iiidignantly  re}>lied,  “I  am  not 
their  keopoiv’  High  words  ensued  between  him  and  De  Soto; 
but  the  lattt'r  restrained  himself  until  an  opportunity  otlered  of 
taking  deep  revenge  on  tin*  ( 'liirf  for  hi>  insolence  and  the  death 

* Bicilina  says  that  De  Soto  ocoupiotl  two  ilay^  in  iiassing  the  river  ; 
anJ  ho  Icaiiiod  fr<>in  the  Iiulians  that  Narvaez’s  liarijuos  touched  at 
tlie  nionth  o.'  the  river  (the  .Maliama)  in  soareli  of  watt'r,  and  that  a 
Christian,  iiameii  'rcdoio,  was  tlill  anioiiLl  t!ie  Indians  hidow, — and 
they  C.vliiliilod  t<>  De  Soto  a daLUtor  whioh  they  had  obtaineil  from 
him.  p.  7*,h 
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of  the  two  Spaniards,  On  the  third  day  of  tlie  march 
from  Piache,  they  passed  through  many  populous  towns,  well 
stored  with  corn,  beans,  pumpkins,  and  other  pro^'isions.  In 
the  meantime,  Charamilla  and.  Vasques,  two  able  and  discreet 
cavaliers,  were  dos].atclied  in  advance  to  discover  if  any  con- 
spiracy was  going  on  at  the  capital.  Before  daylicdit,  on  the 
fourth  morning,  l)e  Soto  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  one 
hundred  horse,  and  an  equal  number  of  foot,  and  marched 
rapidly  in  that  direction  yith  the  Chief  leaving  Moscoso,  the 
camp-master,  to  bring  up  tlie  larger  portion  of  the  troops.  xVt 
eiglit  o’clock  the  same  morning,  the  18th  C^ctober,  1540,  De 
Soto  and  Tuscaloosa  arrived  at  the  capital,  called  Maubila.  It 
stood  by  the  side  of  a large  river,  upon  a beautiful  }»lain,  and 
consisted  of  eighty  handsome  houses,  each  capacious  enough 
to  contain  a tliousand  men.  'J'hey  all  fronted  a large  jtublic 
square.  Tliey  were  enconqtassed  by  a high  wall,  made  of 
immense  trunks  of  trees,  set  deep  in  the  ground  and  close 
together,  strengthened  with  cross-timbei-s,  and  interwoven 
with  large  vines.  A thick  mud  j)laster,  resemblino-  handsome 
masonry,  concealed  the  wood  Avork,  while  port-holes  were 
abundant,  together  ovith  towel's,  cajiable  of  containing  eight 
men  each,  at  the  distance  of  fifty  })ace<  ajunt.  An  eastern 
and  a western  gate  opcaied  into  the  town.  Tiie  writer  is 
satisfied  that  Maubila  was  upon  tlie  north  bank  of  the  Alaba- 
ma, and  at  a j>lace  now  called  ('hoctaw  lUutli  in  tlie  county 
ot  C larke,  al.xnit  twenty-fiv'*  mif's  al»ovi-  tin*  contluence  of  the 
-Vlabama  and  4’ombigby.  The  march  from  Jhaclie.  the  time 
ovcupied,  the  distance  from  Maubila  to  the  bay  of  IVnsacola — 
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computed  'oy  Garcellasso  and  the  Poituguese  Gentleman  at 
eighty-five  miles — and  the  representatioas  of  aged  Indians  and 
Indian  coiintr^Tnon,  that  here  was  fought  the  great  battle  be- 
tween De  Soto  and  the  l>rave  Mobilians,  ha\  e forcibly  contii- 
buted  to  make  that  impression  lipon  his  mind. 

De  Soto  and  Tuscaloosa  were  ushered  into  the  great  public 
square  of  Maubila  witii  song-s,  music  upon  Indian  flutes, 
and  the  gi’aceful  dancing  of  beautiful  brown  girls.  They 
alighted  from  their  chargers,  and  seated  themselves  under  a 
“canopy  o^  state.”  Itcmaining  here  a short  time,  the  Chief 
requested  that  he  should  no  longer  be  held  as  a hostage,  nor 
required  to  follow  tlie  army  any  further,  dhe  Adelantado 
hesitated  in  reifiy,  which  brought  Tuscaloosa  immediately  to 
his  feet,  who  walked  oil  with  a lofty  and  iude})endent  bearing, 
and  entered  one  of  the  house-'.  L)(!  Soto  liad  scarcely  recov- 
ered from  his  surprise,  A\ hen  Jean  Ortiz  followed  the  Chief 
and  announced  that  bi'eakfast  .awaited  him  at  the  Governor’s 
table.  Tuscaloosa  refused  to  return,  and  adde<l,  “if  your 
Chief  knows  what  is  best  f>r  him,  he  will  immediately  take 
his  troo]»s  out  of  my  t«  rritory.T  In  the  meantime,  Charamilla, 
one  of  the  spies,  infurmt  d the  Governor  that  In'  liad  discovered 
over  ten  tliousand  men  in  the  houses,  the  subjt'cts  of  Tusca- 
loosa and  other  neighboring  Clfad's ; that  other  houses  wore 
filled  \silh  hows,  .arrows,  stoiirs  and  clubs  ; ib.at  the  old  women 
and  Jiildivn  h.ad  been  sent  out  of  the  to\sn,  and  the  Indians  were 
at  that  moment  deb.ating  the  most  suitable  hour  to  capture 
the  Spaniards.  The  General  leceived  this  startling  intelligence 
with  the  deepest  solicitude.  1 le  secretly  sent  word  to  his  men 
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to  be  ready  for  an  attack.  Tlien,  anxious  to  avert  a rupture, 
by  regaining-  possession  of  the  person  of  the  Chief,  he  ap- 
proached him  ’with  smiles  and  kind  words,  but  Tuscaloosa 
scornfully  turned  his  back  upon  him,  and  was  soon  lost  among 
the  host  of  excited  wariiors.  Ar  that  moment  a priueipal 
Lidian  rushed  out  of  tlie  same  house,  and  loudly  denounced 
the  Spaniards  as  kobbeus,  thieves  and  assassins,  who  should 
no  longer  impose  on  their  great  Chief,  by  depriving  liim  of  a 
liberty  with  which  he  was  born, hand  his  fathei-s  before  him. 
Hls  insolence,  and  the  motions  wliich  he  made  to  shoot  at  a 
squad  of  Spaniards  with  a drawn  bow,  so  incensed  Baltasar 
de  Gallegos,  that,  witli  a powerful  sweep  of  his  sword,  he  split 
down  his  body  and  let  out  his  bo'wels  ! Like  bees  in  a swarm 
the  savages  now  poured  out  upon  the  Spaniards.  De  Soto 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  his  iiien,  and  fought  face  to  face 
with  the  enemy,  retreating  slowly  and  passing  the  gate  into 
the  plain.  His  cavalry  had  rushed  to  rescue  their  horses, 
tied  outside  the  walls,  some  of  which  the  Indians  came  upon 
in  time  to  kill.  Still  receding,  to  get  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
enemy,  De  Soto  at  length  paused  at  a considerable  distance 
upon  the  plain.  The  Hobilians  seized  the  Indian  slaves, 
packed  upon  their  backs  the  ctTects  of  the  expedition,  which 
had  now  arrived  and  iay  scattered  about,  drove  the  p(X)r 
de\ils  within  the  walls,  knocked  olf  their  irons,  placed  bows 
in  their  hands,  and  arrayed  them  in  battle  against  their  former 
masters.  In  the  first  sally,  De  Soto  had  five  men  kilh'd  and 
many  wounded,  him>df  among  tlit‘  latter  number.  Having  cap- 
tured the  baggage,  the  victoix  covered  the  ground  in  a<lvance 
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of  the  gate,  and  rent  the  air  with  exulting  sliout^.  At  that 
moment  the  Governor  headed  his  cavalry,  and  folloAved  by 
his  footmen,  charged  upon  tlie  savage  masses ; and,  with  a 
ternblc  slaughter,  drove  them  back  into  the  town.  The  Indians 
rushed  to  tlie  port-holes  and  towers,  and  shot  upon  the  inva- 
dei*s  clouds  of  arrows,  compelling  them  again  to  retire  from 
the  walls.  A small  party  of  Spaniards  were  left  in  a penlous 
situation.  Three  cross-bow'  men,  an  armed  friendly  Indian, 
five  of  De  Soto’s  guard,  some  servants  and  two  priests,  not 
having  time  to  join  the  others  when  fii-st  atta(‘ked  in  the 
square,  took  refuge  in  the  house  set  apart  for  tlieir  command- 
er. The  savages  sought  an  enti-ance  at  the  door,  but  the 
iinhapjn'  inmates  bra^•ely  d»;tended  it,  killing  many  of  the 
assailants.  Others > clambered  upon  tlie  roof  to  open  the  cov- 
ering, but  wei'c  a>  successfully  repulsc‘d.  Separated  from 
their  friends  by  a thick  wall,  and  in  the  midst  of  thousands  of 
enemies  ]>anting  to  laj)  their  blwd,  their  destruction  a]»]teared 
ine\itable.  During  the  long  stiaiggle  for  existence,  the  holy 
fathers  engaged  in  earnest  ]>rayei-  fu-  their  d(‘liverance,  while 
tlie  others  fought  with  a desperation  which  rose  with  the 
occasion. 

Seeing  tlie  Spaniards  again  retri-at,  the  Indians  rushed 
through  the  gates,  and  ilropping  down  from  the  walls,  en- 
gaged liercely  w ith  the  soldicr>,  seizing  their  sweeping  swords 
and  piercing  lances  I Three  long  hours  were  consumed  in 
the  terribk  coiitlict,  tii-st  one  side  giving  way  and  then  the 
other.  ( >cca-'ioiially,  De  Soto  was  strengthened  bv  small 
squads  of  hoi-scinen  who  arrixed,  aiul  without  ordeis,  charged 
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into  the  niicbt  of  the  l)loody  melee.  The  Governor  was  eveiy 
where  present  in  the  fight,  and  his  Ggoroiis  arm  hewed  doAMi 
the  lustiest  warrioi's.  That  sword,  wliich  had  often  been  dyed 
in  the  blood  of  Perinians,  was  now  crimsoned  witli  the  gore 
of  a still  braver  race.  The  im-incible  Baitasar  de  Gallegos, 
who  struck  the  first  blow,  followed  it  up,  and  was  only  equalled 
by  the  commander  in  the  profuse  outpouring  of  savage  blood. 
Far  on  the  bordei>i  of  the  exciting  scene  rode  his  brother, 
Frav  Juan,  a Dominican  friar,  who  constantly  beckoned  him 
to  quit  the  engagement  on  foot,  and  take  the  horse  which  he 
bestrode,  in  order  to  fight  the  better.  But  Baitasar,  gloating 
on  blood,  heeded  him  not ; when  presently  an  Indian  arrow, 
which  made  a slight  Avound  iq)on  the  back  of  the  Avorthy 
fidher,  caused  him  to  retire  to  a less  dangerous  distance.  In- 
deed, during  the  Avhole  battle  the  priests  kept  the  plain, 
AA'atchet]  the  aAvful  carnage  Avith  intense  anxiety,  and  often  fell 
upon  their  knees,  imploring  Almighty  God  to  giAC  victory  to 
the  Spaniards. 

At  length  the  matchless  daring  of  De  Soto  and  his  troops 
forced  the  Indians  to  take  a permanent  position  Avithiii  INIaii- 
bila,  closing  after  them  its  ponderous  gates.  The  sun  began 
to  loAver  toAvartls  the  to]>s  of  the  loftiest  trees,  Avhen  Moscoso 
and  the  last  of  the  army  arri\ed.  lie  had  strangely  loitered 
by  tlic  Avay,  all<.>Aving  the  soldiei*s  to  scatter  in  the  Avoods  and 
hunt  at  tln-ir  leisure,  llis  aiK  aiKaal  guard  heard  at  a distance 
the  alarum  of  drums  and  the  clangor  of  trninpets,  'With 
Is'ating  ht-arts  they  passed  back  the  Avord  along  the  >cattfred 
lines,  from  one  to  the  other,  and  soon  the  hindmost  rushed  to 
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the  support  of  their  exhausted  and  crimson-stained  comrades. 
Joined  by  all  his  force,  De  Soto  formed  the  best  armed  into  four 
divisions  of  foot.  Provided  with  Itucklers  for  defence,  and 
battle-axes  to  demolish  the  walls,  they  made  a sirnultaneoiLs 
charge,  at  the  firing  of  an  arquebiise.  Upon  the  first  onset, 
they  were  assailed  with  showers  of  arrows  and  dreadful  mis- 
siles. Repeated  blrnvs  against  the  gates  forced  them  open. 
The  avenues  were  filled  with  eager  soldiei*s,  rushing  into  the 
square.  Others,  im]>atient  to  get  in,  battered  the  stucco  from 
the  walls,  and  aided  each  otlier  to  climb  over  the  skeleton 
works.  A horrible  and  un))a'.-alieled  carnage  ensued.  The 
hoi’semen  remaine<l  on  the  outside  to  overtake  those  who 
might  attempt  to  escape.  Tiie  Indians  fought  in  the  streets, 
in  the  square,  from  tiie  toj»s  of  the  houses  and  walls.  The 
ground  was  cov  ricd  witli  tlu-ir  dead,  but  not  one  of  tlie  living 
entreated  for  quartta--^.  T'he  Sj.aniards  were  protected  with 
bucklers  and  coats  of  mail,  while  tlie  po<n'  Indians  were  only 
covered  with  the  thin  shield  whieh  the  Great  Sjdrit  gave 
them  at  tlu*  dawn  of  tle  ir  existence.  The  troojis  entered 
tlie  town  in  tinn*  to  save  the  two  ])riests  and  their  compan- 
ion.%  who  had  so  long  held  out  against  such  fearful  odds. 
The  battlo,  which  now  waxed  hotter  and  more  sanguinary 
than  ev(*r,  cannot  be  as  gr.aphically  described  as  the  heroic 
deeds  on  cither  si(ie  so  ju'-tly  dev-rve.  Often  the  Indians 
drove  tlu*  troops  out  of  the  town,  and  as  often  thev  returned 
with  increased  de.')>eration.  Ne;ir  tin*  w.-ill  lay  a large  pool 
of  delicious  water,  fed  by  many  spring'^.  It  was  now  disco- 
lored with  bh'od.  Ih'ie  soldieix  fell  dow  n to  slake  the*  intense 
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thii-st  creat^^d  by  beat  and  wounds,  and  those  who  were  able 
rose  again,  and  once  more  |»itched  into  a combat  characterized 
by  the  most  revolting  *lestriiction  of  human  life.  For  some 
time  the  young  females  had  joined  in  the  fight,  and  they  now 
contended  side  by  side  with  the  foremost  wanioi-s,  sharing  in 
the  indiscriminate  slaughter.  Heated  with  excitement,  smarting 
with  liis  wounds,  and  }>rovoked  at  the  unsubdued  fierceness  of 
the  natives,  De  Soto  rushed  out  alone  by  the  gate,  thrcAv 
liimself  into  liis  saddle,  and  charged  into  the  town.  Calling, 
with  a loud  \ oice,  upon  “ Our  Lady  and  Santiago,’’  he  forced 
his  charger  over  hundreds  of  lighting  men  and  women,  followed 
by  the  brave  Nuno  Tobar.  'While  opening  lanes  through  the 
sa^■age  ranks  and  sprinkling  his  tracks  with  blood,  he  rose  on 
one  occasion  to  cast  his  lance  into  a gigantic  warrior.  At 
tliat  instaTit.  a }v>weilul  winged  arrow'  w'ent  deep  into  the  bot- 
tom of  his  thigh.  Unable  to  extract  it,  or  to  sit  in  his  saddle, 
he  continued  to  light  to  the  end  of  the  battle,  standing  in  his 
stirrups.  Every  where,  that  mighty  son  of  Spain  now'  gorged 
upon  Alabama  blood  I His  fearless  bounds  filled  tlie  boldest 
soldiei-s  with  renewed  courage.  At  length  the  houses  were  set 
on  tire,  and  tlie  wind  Idew'  the  smoke  and  llames  in  all  direc- 
tions, a<lding  horror  to  the  scene.  The  llames  ascended  in 
mighty  volumes  I 1 he  sun  went  down,  hiding  himself  from 
the  awful  sight!  Maubila  was  in  ruins,  and  her  inhal>itants 
destroyed  I 

Ihe  battle  ol  Maubila  ha<l  lasted  nine  horn's.  It  was  disas- 
trous to  l>c  Soto.  Eighty-two  S])aniards  were  slain,  or  died 
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in  a lew  clays  after  tlte  engagement.  Among  these  were 
Diego  de  Soto,  the  nejdiew  of  the  Governor,  I)on  Carlos  En- 
riquez, wlio  had  married  his  niece,  and  Men-llodri(|uez,  a 
cavalier  of  Portugal,  who  had  served  with  distinction  in  Africa 
and  uj^on  tlie  Portuguese  frontiers.  Other  men  of  rank  and 
hlcMjd  lost  their  lives  in  the  terrible  conflict,  some  of  whom 
died  in  great  agony,  being  shot  in  the  eyes  and  in  the  joints  of 
their  limbs.  Forty-five  hoi’ses  were  slain — an  irreparable  loss, 
mourned  by  the  whole  expedition.  All  the  camp  equipage 
and  baggage  were  consumed  in  the  house  where  the  Indians 
had  stored  it,  except  that  of  (,'aptain  Ainlres  de  Vasconcellos, 
wliicli  arrived  late  in  the  evening.  All  the  clothes,  medicines, 
instruments,  books,  much  of  tlie  armor,  all  the  pearls,  the 
relics  and  robes  of  the  }>riests,  their  flour  and  wine,  used  in 
the  holy  sacrament,  with  a tliousand  other  things  which  a 
Avihlerness  could  not  su]>p!y,  peri>hed  in  the  llames.  The. 
Mobiliaus  were  nearly  all  destroyed.  Gareella^so  asserts  that 
al*ove  eleven  thousand  were  slain.  The  I’ortuguese  Gentle- 
man sets  down  the  numl>er  at  two  thousand  live  hundred 
killed  within  the  walls  alone.  Assuming  a point  between  the 
two  estimates,  it  is  safe  tt>  say  that  at  lea^-t  six  thousand  were 
killed  in  the.  town  and  iq*on  the  plain<,  or  ^vere  aftcaavards 
found  dead  in  the  woods.  These  authors  also  disagree  as  to 
the  fate  of  Tuscaloosa — the  one  coiit.aiding  that  he  was 
comumed  in  the  llames,  and  the  othrr  that  he  decamped 
upon  tlie  arrival  of  Mo>coso,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  peo]*le, 
attended  by  a small  guaul,  and  laden  with  rich  Spanish  spoih. 
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It  is  more  probable  that  tlie  IRack  Warrior  remained  in  bis  CHArxEK 
capital,  desiring  not  to  sur\ive  the  downfall  of  his  people.* 

Upon  the  rnin.-^  of  Maubila  the  Spaniards  passed  the  first 
night,  in  confusion  and  ])ain.  sending  forth  groans  and  cries  that 
fell  upon  the  distant  air  like  the  ra^■ings  of  the  damned  I In 
every  direction  a sickening  and  rev'olting  sight  was  presented. 

In  (he  slowly  receding  lire,  piles  of  brave  Mobilians  cracked 
and  fried  upon  the  glowing  coals  ! Upon  the  great  square, 
pyramid-  of  bodies,  smeared  with  Idood  and  brains,  lay  still 
nnburnt.  Outside  the  walls,  hundreds  lay  in  the  sleep  of 
death,  still  lot  from  their  last  desperate  exertions,  and  co})i- 
ously  bleeding  from  the  large  orifices  made  by  lances  and 
swords,  and  discoloring  the  beautiful  grounds  upon  which  _ 
they  had  so  often  sported  in  their  native  games.  xVll  the 
Spaniards  were  wounded  exce})t  the  holy  fathers,  and  were, 
lK?>ides,  exhausted,  famished,  and  intoxicated  with  the  most 
' fiendish  desperation.  Seventeen  hundred  dangerous  wounds 
demanded  immediate  attention.  It  was  often  that  a soldier 
had  a dozen  severe  ones,  with  barbed  arrows  rankling  in  Ids 
flesh.  But  one  surgeon  of  the  expedition  survived,  and  he 
was  slow  and  un.-kilful.  Everything,  in  his  de}>artment,  was 
devoured  by  the  terrible  eloment.  Those  who  were  slightly 
w'onmled,  administere<l  to  those  w horn  the  Indians  had  ])ierced 


*■  In  <l''.'Cribing  ili«'  t>;ut!o  of  ]U:iul)iIa,  I have  carefully  consulted  the 
Portiieuv'e  Narrative  and  (larccllasso.  I find  tliat  they  are.  in  llio 
main,  sn-taiiK (1  by  iJiv'dina.  See  (lareella^'so,  pp.  — Poitu- 

I'liese  Nairative,  p{i.  70:2-7*J.') — Piedma,  |;p.  74-78. 
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deepest.  As  the  soldiei-s  of  Cortez  did  in  Mexico,  they  opened 
the  bodies  of  some  of  tiie  savages,  and  with  the  fat  obtained, 
bound  up  the  wounds  with  bandages  torn  from  the  garment^ 
of  the  soldiers  who  were  killed.  Otliei-s  rushed  to  the  woods, 
obtained  straw  and  boughs,  and  formed  against  the  walls  beds 
and  imperfect  covering  for  the  wounded  and  riving.  Al- 
though severely  })ierced  himself  with  arrows,  and  bruised  with 
missiles,  yet  the  generous  I)e  Soto  unselfishly  gave  his  whole 
attention  to  his  men.  During  that  misera1.>le  night,  manv  of 
the  unhappy  Spaniards  jifined  the  priests  in  fervent  appeals  to 
their  Heavenly  Father,  for  tiie  alle\iation  of  their  wretched 
condition. 

They  remained  within  the  walls  eight  days,  and  then  re- 
moved to  the  Indian  huts  upon  the  }>lain.  De  Soto  sent  out 
foraging  detachments,  wlio  found  the  >illages  abounding  in 
provisions.  In  the  woods  and  ravines,  Indians  were  found 
dead,  and  othei-s  lay  wounded.  Hie  latter  were  treated  with 
kindness  by  the  Spaniards,  who  f‘d  them  and  dressed  their 
wounds.  Females  of  incomparalde  bcantv  were  captured 
U}x)n  these  exeui>ions,  and  added  to  those  who  were  taken 
at  the  close  of  the  battle.  From  them,  the  Governor  was 
a."tounded  to  learn  the  deej)  sehemes  which  Tuscaloosa  had 
jilanned  to  capture  his  army,  weeks  )>efore  his  arrival  at  Maubila. 
To  the  Tallases,  who  complained  to  him  that  their  Chief  had 
given  tlioir  people  to  1 >e  >^oto  ;ls  >la\a-s.  he  replied:  *•  Fear 
nothing;  I shall  shortly  seial  the  Sj>aniards  hack  from  mv 
country  to  d’alla<e  in  chains,  led  by  your  peojdt*,  wliom  thev 
liave  enslaved.” 
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ITie  priests,  monks,  and  best  informed  laymen,  went  into 
convention  to  determine  the  propriety  of  substituting  corn 
meal  for  flour  in  the  celebi-ation  of  Mass.  They  decided  that 
bread  made  of  pure  wheat,  and  wine  of  the  juice  of  the  grape, 
were  required  for  consecration.  After  this,  the  fathers,  in 
lieu  of  the  chalices,  altar  dresses,  chasubleS,  and  other  sacred 
ornaments,  which  had  been  consumed  by  fire,  made  some 
robes  of  dressed  deer  skins,  erected  rude  altai’s  and  read  the 
introltus  and  other  prayers  of  the  Mass  on  Sundays  and  feasts, 
omitting  the  consecration.  This  unusual  ceremony  was  de- 
nominated the  Dry  IVIass. 

While  referring  to  the  religious  exercises  of  the  Spaniards, 
it  is  pro}>er  to  allude  to  some  of  their  vices.  Upon  the  whole 
journey  from  Tam|)a  Bay  to  this  place,  they  had  passed  much 
of  their  leisure  time  in  gambling.  Tins  vice  was  common  to 
all  classes ; those  of  rank  often  bet  high,  staking  their  money, 
jewels,  horses,  efiects,  and  even  their  female  slaves  ! The  fire 
of  Maiilfila  destroyed  their  cards.  They  now  made  othei’s  of 
parchment,  jiainted  them  with  admirable  skill,  and  loaned 
these  packs  from  one  couqtany  to  another,  continuing  to  gam- 
ble under  trees,  upon  the  river  banks,  and  in  their  rude  huts. 

The  report  which  I)e  Soto  had  received  upon  his  first 
arrival  at  ^laubila,  that  Maldinado  and  his  vessels  awaited 
him  at  the  bay  of  IVn^acola.  was  now  fully  confirmed  by  the 
females  AS  horn  he  liad  cajitured.  Befo-shed  by  this  good 
nesss,  which  determined  him  to  plant  a colony  in  the  wilder- 
nes>^,  he  di<mi<s*-d  a Chief  of  that  country  whom  Maldinado 
had  brought  int(^  his  camp,  while  at  Ajtalache  Anaica.  1 le  had 
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always  treated  him  with  kindness,  and  they  parted  upon  the 
most  friendly  terms.  The  Chief  set  out  for  Ochus.  AVhen 
it  became  knoAvn  in  camp  tliat  the  ships  had  anived,  joy 
succeeded  the  sadness  whidi  ha<l  universally  prevailed. 
Some  of  the  most  distinguished  cavaliers  secretly  talked  of 
sailing  from  Ochus  to  Spain,  and  others  to  Peru,  each  resolv- 
ed upon  quitting  De  Soto  and  liis  fortunes.  He  heard  of  the 
conspiracy  with  painful  solicitude,  and  determined  to  ascertain 
if  it  was  founded  in  seriousness.  ()ne  dark  night  he  disguised 
himself  and  cautiously  moved  about  the  camp.  Approach- 
ing the  hut  of  Juan  Caitan,  the,  tre;u<iirer,  he  overheard  an 
earnest  conversation,  which  satisfied  him  of  the  truth  of  what 
had  been  intimated.  I)e  Soto  was  startled  at  the  faithless 
schemers.  It  altered  his  ]>lans.  He  now  dreaded  to  march 
to  Ochus,  for  he  well  knew  that  >onie  ()f  these  cavaliers  liad 
once  deserted  Pi/.arro,  leaving  him  on  the  island  of  Oorgonne. 
He  rellected,  that  his  means  were  exhau>ted,  his  hoi»es  of 
finding  a gold  country,  thus  far,  blasted,  and  that  he  had 
nothing  to  tcinjU  the  cupidity  of  recruits;  even  the  pearh,  all 
he  had  to  exhibit  of  his  discov«*rics,  having  sliaiTd  tlie  late  of 
the  other  elfects.  These  things.  c(mncet«  (l  with  a desire  to 
thwart  the  plans  of  tin*  conspirators,  inthienced  him  to  turn 
his  i»ack  upoii  liis  shi}»s,  la<h  n with  pro\isions,  chfhes.  arms, 
and  cvt'ry  thing  which  the  whole  army  iieedetl. 

1 )e  Soto  bt  came  gi(Kimy  and  morose.  Sometimes,  in  the 
midst  of  hi' desponding  tits,  a hope  of  yet  tindingagold  region 
shot  aefo".  Ids  mind,  but,  hlo*  a tlasldiig  niottair,  it  exploded 
in  darkiuss,  l.‘a\ing  him  in  d>-ojH-r  d<‘s[>airl  lie  resolved, 
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however,  to  strike  into  the  wilderness.  The  wounded  had 
recovered  enough  to  march,  and  he  gave  orders  to  break  up 
the  camp.  On  Sunday,  the  18th  of  November,  1540,  a 
direction  was  assumed  to  the  north.  Tlie  order  fell  like  a clap 
of  thunder  upon  the  imvrilling  cavaliers.  But  they  obeyed, 
for  he  threatened  to  put  to  death  the  first  man  who  should 
even  think  of  Maldinado  and  his  ships."^  The  expedition 
traversed  an  extremely  fertile,  but  uninhabited  country,  called 
Pafallaya,  now  embraced  in  the  counties  of  Clarke,  Marengo, 
and  Greene,  and,  at  tlie  expiration  of  live  days,  passed  the 
town  of  Talepataua,  and  reached  anotlier  called  Cabusto.  This 
was ‘‘near  a river,  wide,  deep  and  with  high  binds.”  f The 
Spaniards  had  now  arrived  upon  the  Black  Warrior,  and  near 
the  modern  town  of  Erie.  Fifteen  hundred  Indians  advanced 
in  battle  arrav,  shouting  that  a wai*  of  “fire  and  Idood”  was 
what  they  desired.  They  remembered  the  destruction  of  their 
friends  at  Maubila,  and  they  were  determined  to  l>e  revenged. 
Severe  skirmishing  ensued.  The  Spaniards  drove  the  savages 
into  the  river  ; some  crossed  over  iii  canoes  and  others  swam; 
and  on  the  oj)positc  side  they  were  joined  by  a force  estimated 

De  Soto  had  no  doubt  determined  to  settle  a colony  in  the 
province  of  Coosa.  The  desperate  resolution,  now  formed,  of  again 
jjlunging  into  unknown  regions,  wa.s  nnfbrtunate  for  him  and  his  follow- 
ers, and  for  tlie  historians  of  Alabama,  A colony  in  Alabama,  at  that 
early  period,  would  have  afl'orded  many  rich  historic  incidents. 

f “ Ktoit  sur  un  llcuvt',  grand,  profond  et  haut  dt'  bord.”  (Jarcellas- 
S(5,  p.  .348.  'J’hc  American  ri\ ers,  of  ordinary  size,  api»oarcd  largo  to 
the  Spaniards,  and  do  even  now  to  all  Europeans. 
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at  eight  thousand.  For  six  miles  they  stretched  along  the 
western  bank,  to  oppose  the  crossing  of  the  army.  De  Soto 
occupied  Cabiisto,  and  was  attacked  every  night  by  detach- 
ments of  the  enemy,  who  came  over  secretly  in  canoes  from 
difrerent  directions,  and  s|>rang  upon  him.  lie  at  lenglh 
caused  ditches  to  be  cut  near  the  landings,  in  which  he 
posted  cross-bow  men  and  those  armed  with  arquebuses.  Af- 
ter the  Indians  were  repulsed  three  times  from  these  intrench- 
ments,  they  ceased  to  annoy  the  Spaniards  at  night.  In  the 
meantime,  one  hundred  men  com}>ieted  in  the  woods  two  large 
boats.  They  were  placed  u|><jn  sledges,  and  by  the  force  of 
horses  and  mules,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  soldiers,  were 
conveyed  to  a convenient  landing  one  and  a half  miles  up  the 
river,  and  launched  before  day.  Ten  cavalry  and  forty  infan- 
try entered  each  of  these  b.jats,  tlie  turmer  kee|»ing  the  saddle 
Avhile  the  latter  rowed  ra[-idly  across.  Five  hundred  Indians 
rushed  down  the  banks  and  overwhelmed  the  voyagers  with 
arrows.  However,  the  boats  reached  the  shore,  one  of  them 
coming  to  with  o'reat  ditliculty.  I'he  soldiers,  all  of  whom  were 
wounded,  s]>rang  out,  and,  headed  by  the  impetuous  Silvestre 
and  darcia,  charged  tlie  Indians  with  great  resolution.  A 
severe  conlliet  continued  until  the  boats  returned  and  brought 
over  l)e  ^oto  witli  eighty  men,  win*,  je>ining  in  the  tight,  forced 
the  Iiniians  to  retreat  to  a distant  forest.  The  advanced  wing 
keeping  otV  tlie  enemy,  the  whole  army  soon  crossed  the 
river.  A\’lien  all  were  over,  the  Indians  were  <lriven  to  their 
first  ]>ositi«>n,  vhieh  they  had  strengthened  with  pallisad*,'^, 
and  from  which  they  continually  sallied,  skirmishing  with  the 
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invaders  until  tlie  sun  was  lost  behind  the  hills. Upon  the 
Warrior,  De  Soto  found  a delightful  country,  with  towns  and 
villages  well  supplied  with  corn,  beans  and  other  provisions. 
The  next  day  he  caused  the  l)oats  to  be  broken  up,  for  the 
iron  which  they  contained,  and  the  expedition  marched  in  a 
northern  direction,  passing  through  a portion  of  Greene  and 
Pickens.  After  live  days  they  reached  the  Little  Tombigby, 
somewhere  in  the  county  of  J^owndes,  Mississippi,  llere  the 
Indians  had  collected  to  dispute  the  passage.  Having  re- 
cently suflered  so  severely  in  contentions  with  the  iiati\es  of 
Alabama,  I)e  Soto  felt  unwilling  to  expose  his  army  to  further 
loss.  Halting  two  days  for  the  construction  of  a small  boat, 
he  despatched  in  it  an  Indian,  who  bore  a message  to  the 
Chief,  wiih  offei's  of  peace  and  tnendship.  Immediately  upon 
reaching  the  opj)Osite  bank,  the  poor  fellow  was  seized  and 
barbarously  killed,  in  the  siglit  of  the  Governor.  His  mur- 
derers then  rent  the  air  with  terriMc  yells,  and  dispersed.  Ide 
Soto  conducted  Ids  trooj's  unmolested  across  the  river,  and 
marched  until  he  arrived  at  the  town  of  Cliickiisa,  in  the 
province  of  that  name.  It  consisted  of  two  Imndred  houses, 
and  reposed  upon  a liill  extending  towards  the  north,  shaded 
by  oak  and  walnut  trees,  and  watered  by  several  rivulets. 
The  Spaniards  had  now  reached  the  territory  embraced  in  the 
county  of  yalol)U>ha.  I he  region  was  fertile,  well-}>eopled 
and  dotted  vith  villages.  The  cold  weather  set  in  with  much 
severity.  In  the  midst  of  snow  and  ice,  the  army  encamped 

* Portugueie  Narrative,  p.  1'23.  Garcellasso,  pp.  348-35:2. 
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iipcn  the  hekls  opposite  tlie  town,  nntil  bouses  could  be 
erected;  for  h<*re  T'»e  Soto  luid  dctenuined  to  pass  the  winter. 
Foraging-  pairies  scoured  the  country,  collected  provisions  and 
captured  Indians.  The  latter  were  im  ariably  dismissed,  with 
presents  for  iheir  Chief. 

The  Chief  at  length  came  to  see  De  Soto,  and  offered  liim  his 
lands,  person  anrl  subjects.  Tie  returned,  shortly  after,  with 
two  neighT)onng  Cliieff — Alibamo  and  Xicalaso.  The  august 
trio  gave  the  Adelantado  one  hundred  and  fifty  rabbits,  be- 
sides mantles  and  skins.  The  Chief  of  Chickasa  became  a 
frequent  visitor,  and  I ><-  Soto  often  sent  him  liome  on  one  of 
tlie  horses.  Having  besought  the  General  to  aid  him  in  over- 
coming a prominent  and  rebellious  subject,  for  the  pui-pose  of 
dividing  and  destroying  tlie  army,  as  was  afterwards  ascer- 
tained, 1 )e  Soto  mareh<‘il,  witli  thirty  horsemen  and  two  Inm- 
dred  Indians,  iqton  Saqiiechuma,  and  destroyed  that  place  by 
tire.  Upon  th.-ir  return  to  tlie  camp,  tin-  principal  Indians 
were  feasted  upon  tlie  flesh  of  swine.  'J'liev  were  pleased 
witli  the  first  dish  of  an  animal  iu*ver  before  seen,  and  from 
that  time  the  }>lace  where  the  liogs  were  kept  was  often 
broken  in  n]»on  dark  nigdit.-',  and  many  stolen.  Thiee  of  the 
rogues  were  cauglit  on  one  occasion,  and  two  of  them  put  to 
death,  d'he  hands  of  tlie  other  were  chopped  off,  and  in  that 
painful  an<l  helpless  situation,  he  was  sent  to  liis  Chief.  On 
the  other  side,  the  Spaniards  robbe<l  the  Indians.  One  day, 
four  hoi-<enien,  Franci'co  < >sario,  a servant  of  the  Marquis  of 
Astorga,  (.ailed  liayno'>o.  Kibera,  the  page  of  the  Governor, 
and  I ueutes,  his  chamberlain,  entered  a ueighb(.>ring  village 
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• and  forcibly  carried  off  some  valuable  skins  and  mantles,  chapter 
The  enraofod  Indians  forsook  their  town  and  went  into  the 
woods  to  prepare  foi-  war.  The  robbers  were  arrested,  and 
Fuentes  and  Osario  were  condemned  to  die.  The  priests  and 
some  of  the  most  distinu;iiished  cavaliei-s  pleaded,  in  vain,  for  the 
pardon  of  tlie  latter.  De  Soto  liad  them  brought  out  to  have 
their  heads  chop}'cd  otf,  when  Indians  arrived  with  a mes- 
sage from  the  Chief,  intbrming  him  of  the  outrage  upon  his 
people.  At  the  suggestion  of  Balt;i.-'ar  de  Gallegos,  the  in- 
terpreter cunningly  turned  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  prisoners. 

He  said  to  I>e  Sulu,  that  the  Chief  desired  him  not  to  execute 
the  robl>ers,  for  they  had  not  molested  his  subjects,  lie  said 
to  the  Indian  aml.tassadois,  that  thev  miolit  return  home 
well  assured  that  the  plunderers  would  be  immediately  put 
to  death,  aecordiiui'  to  the  wishes  of  the  Chief.  The  prisoners, 
in  conse<iuence,  were  all  set  at  liberty,  much  to  the  joy  of  the 
army.'^'' 

Upon  the  appearance  of  March,  1541,  the  thoughts  of  the 
unhappy  I )e  ^oto  occasionally  turned  u])on  pursuing  the 
journey.  He  demanded  of  the  Chief  two  hundred  men  for 

* Poor  Ortiz  iiovrr  leached  his  native  country,  but  die<]  in  Arkansas. 

He  was  of  great  seivioe  as  an  interpreter.  Urulerstanding  only  the 
Floridian  language,  he  eonrlucted  conversations  throULdi  the  Indituis  of 
thtierent  tnla-.s  who  undei>tood  each  other,  and  who  attemied  the  c.vj'e- 
dition.  In  conver'ing  with  the  Clnckasasvs,  tor  instance,  he  coinrtienccil 
with  a I'loridian,  who  carried  the  word  tr>  a CJeorgian.  the  tJeortrian 
tf)  the  Coo.-a,  llie  (,'oosa  to  the  Mohilian,  ami  the  latter  to  the  Chicka- 
saw. In  the  same  tedious  matmer  the  answer  w as  convex  eg  to  him  and 
rej)orted  to  I).-  Soto. 
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CHAPTER  burden  bearers.  An  evasive  answer  was  given,  and  for 
several  days  the  Governor  was  appreliensive  of  an  attack, 
lie  posted  sentinels,  under  the  supervision  of  Moscoso.  One 
dark  night,  when  the  cold  wind  was  howling  awfully,  the 
Cliickasaws  rushed  upon  the  camp,  in  four  squadrons,  sending- 
up  yells  the  most  terrific,  and  adding  horror  to  the  scene  by 
tlie  sound  of  wooden  drums  and  the  discordant  blasts  of 
concli  shells.  Tlie  houses  of  the  town,  in  wliich  the  larger 
portion  of  the  troo])S  now  lodged,  were  set  on  fire  by  arrows 
containing  burning  matches,  made  of  a vegetable  substance, 
which  shot  through  the  air  like  fiashing  meteoi-s  and  fell  upon 
the  roofs  ! Construet*-d  of  straw  and  cane,  the  wigw'ams 
. were  soon  wrapped  in  liames.  The  .'^})aniards,  blinded  by 
the  smoke,  ran  out  of  the  houses  half  dressed,  and,  in  their 
dismav,  knew  not  tin*  best  way  to  ojipose  the  assailants. 
SoTue  of  the  horses  wciv  burned  in  the  stables  and  others 
broke  their  halters,  and  running  in  all  directions  among  tlie 
soldiers,  increased  tlie  un]*aralleh'd  confusion.  De  Soto  and 
a soldier  named  Tajiier,  the  first  to  mount,  charged  upon  the 
enemv,  the  former  being  en\(‘lo}»ed  in  an  overcoat,  <[uilted  witli 
cotton  three  inches  thick,  to  shield  him  from  tlie  arrows, 
llis  saddle,  whicli,  in  the  ha>te.  had  not  been  girted,  turned 
with  him  in  one  of  Ifis  vwee]'ing  bounds,  and  lu'  fell  hca\ily 
to  the  grouinl,  at  the  moment  his  lance  hail  pierced  a savage. 
The  soldiers  drove  oil'  the  Indians,  who  had  surrounded  him 
Murcl-  with  clubs,  and  adju.-ted  In';  saddle,  \biulting  into  it,  he 
charged  in  the  thicke-t  of  the  eii' my,  and  noclled  in  blood  ! 
The  Spaniards  were  now  seen  in  all  direvtions,  engaged  in 
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a dreadful  %lit.  Man^,  liov, 'ever,  had  just  awoke,  and  now 
crawled  upon  their  hands  aiid  knees  out  of  the  devouring- 
flames  above  them.  In  a house,  at  some  distance,  lay  the 
sick,  and  those  who  liad  not  recovered  from  the  wounds 
which  they  had  received  at  Maubila  and  Cabusto.  Hordes 
of  savages  ])ressed  upon  the  poor  fellows,  and,  before  they 
were  rescued,  several  fell  victims.  In  the  meantime,  the 
cavaliers,  some  without  sadilles  and  others  without  clothes, 
joined  ihe  intrepid  l>e  Soto ; and  now  the  awful  wind,  the 
flames,  the  yells  and  the  clangoui-  of  jirms,  made  the  scene 
frightfully  sublime,  and  the  night  one  long  to  l)e  remembered. 
Fifty  intantry  to(;k  flight,  which  was  the  flrst  in^tance  of 
cowardice  upon  the  march.  Nuno  Tobar,  sword  in  hand, 
rushed  before  them,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a detachment 
of  thirty  men  under  Juan  de  Guzman,  ai’rayed  them  against 
the  enemy.  At  that  instant,  Audivs  de  ^hlsconcelos,  at  the 
head  of  twenty  I’ortuguese  hidalgos,  most  of  whom  had 
served  as  horsemen  upon  the  African  frontier,  accompanied 
by  Xuno  J'obar  on  foot,  forced  the  savages  to  retire  on  one 
side  of  the  town.  At  l-ngth  the  Indians  fled  from  the  battle 
held,  and  were  pursiu'd  by  De  Soto  and  his  troops  as  long  as 
they  (-■■'uld  distingui.>li  ol.jects  by  the  light  of  the  burning  town, 
ltd  liming  from  the  chase,  the  < Iovi*riier  found  that  the  en- 
gagement had  resulted  in  considerable  loss.  Forty  Spaniards 
were  kille.l,  and  among  them  the  only  whitt*  woman  in  camp, 
tlie  wife  of  a.-^oldier,  whom  ^he  liad  followed  from  v^pain.  f ifty 
horses  were  lost,  either  burned  or  pien-ed  with  arrows. 
I>reading  these  singular  «iuadruj)eds  in  war,  the  Inilians  aimed 
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at  their  entire  destruction,  and  many  were  found  shot  entirely 
throiigli  in  the  most  \ital  [)arts.  The  swine,  the  increase  of 
which  had  often  kept  the  Spaniards  from  starving,  when  hard 
pressed  for  food,  were  coniined  in  a roofed  enclosure,  and  a 
number  of  them  were  consumed  by  the  lire.  De  Soto  sur- 
veyed the  scene  with  deep  mortitieation.  He  blamed  ^loscoso 
for  the  iiiif )rtiimite  attack.  Ilis  negligence  here,  reminded 
him  of  his  tardy  advance  upon  }.laubila,  and,  in  his  anger,  he 
deposed  his  old  brother  in  arms  from  tlie  rank  of  camp-mas- 
ter, and  bestowed  it  upon  the  bold  Haltasar  de  Gallegos.  A 
succession  of  losses  had  attended  him  since  he  crossed  the 
Alabama  at  Piache.  linleed,  from  his  lirst  landing  at  Tampa 
Bay,  over  thiee  hundred  men  had  fallen  by  the  assaults  of  the 
natives.  The  lire  at  Chicka^a  swept  the  few  things  saved  at 
Maubila,  together  with  lialf  thoir  wearing  ap}>arel.  And  now 
many  of  the  unfortunate  soldiers  shivered  in  tlie  cold,  with 
scarcely  a vestige  of  vlotliing. 

In  the  tit  of  deep  drspondciicy  into  whirh  he  was  thrown, 
De  Soto  di<i  not  forgtg  tho  duties  which  a commanding  officer 
owes  to  his  suffining  troops.  The  dead  wen‘  buried  and  the 
wounded  projieiiy  atteiidod.  '’I'he  Indians,  thick  upon  the  plain, 
and  u])ou  the  ruined  to\Mi,  rcmaiiioil,  a prev  f<>r  the  hungiT 
wolves  mid  l*irds  of  carrion,  'Ihe  .'^}»aniard>  abandoned  the 
sickening  spot,  and  encamped  three  mile<.  distant,  at  Chickasilla, 
or  little  Gliickasa,  \\lu  *re  thev  (*reeted  a torg(‘  and  ttmipercd 
their  sword',  now  seriously  injur.al  by  tin*  tii\a  d'lu'V  busied 
themsolve.'  in  making  sldchls.  lanei's  and  saddles,  d'he  re- 
TiiaiinhM’  of  the  ^\in^>•r  was  passed  in  great  wretchedness. 
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Intense  cold  and  grievous  wounds  were  not  all  they  had  to  chapter 
bear,  but  often  the  natives  assailed  them  at  night,  with  the 
agility  and  ferocity  of  tigers  ! At  sunset  they  were  compelled 
to  evacuate  the  town,  and  take  position  in  the  held,  fur  fear 
that  hre  might  be  a]>plied  to  the  houses.  The  ingenuity  of 
one  of  the  soldiei-s  devised  mattings,  four  inches  in  thickness, 
made  of  a long  soft  grass,  in  which  those  avIio  were  not  upon 
guard  wrapped  themsehes,  and  were  somewhat  protected  from 
the  piercing  air.  Often  De  Soto  sent  forth  detachments,  who 
cut  down  every  Indian  they  overtook ; yet,  in  a few  succeeding 
nights,  the  savages  would  return  and  attack  the  cam]).  lie- 
fore  daylight  on  Wednesday,  the  loth  March,  1541,  Capt.  Juan 
do  Guzman,  a man  of  delicate  form,  but  of  indomitable  cour- 
age, was  seized  by  the  collar  by  an  athletic  Indian,  who  car- 
ried a banner,  and  p-rked  from  his  horse.  The  soldiers,  rushing 
up,  cut  the  bold  f<dl«.)W  to  ]»ieces.  bothers  dashed  after  the 
main  body  of  Indians,  and  dee])  revenge  would  have  been 
taken,  if  a monk,  fearful  that  they  would  be  led  into  an  am- 
bush, had  not  arrested  the  charge  by  the  cry  of,  “ to  the 
camp  1 — to  the  cain]>  I”  Forty  Indians  fell, — two  horses  were 
killed  and  two  soldiers  wounded. 

On  the  25th  of  A])nl,  1541,  1 )e  Soto  marehed  north-west, 

\ 

through  a champaign  country,  thickly  ])opulated,  and  journoy- 
iiig  twehe  mih's,  halted  in  a ]»!ain  not  far  from  the  town  of 
Alihamo.  Juan  de  Anasco,  vith  a fora'''ino- i»artv,  came  in 

^ * April 

sight  ot  this  lortress,  which  was  garrisoned  bv  a lariix*  num- 
ber ot  savayt'", hose  bodies  were  ])ainted  in  stn])Cs  of  white, 
black  and  red,  while  their  fices  were  frightfullv'  blackened. 
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1541 
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Red  circle!::  ;^ai rounded  their  eyes.  Tiiese,  with  head-dresses  of 
feathei-s  and  horns,  gave  them  a fintastic  and  ferocious  ap- 
pearance. The  drums  sounded  alarums,  and  they  rushed  out 
of  the  fort  with  fearful  whoops,  forcing  Anasco  to  retreat  to 
the  open  hchls.  The  enemy,  scorning  the  inferiority  of  the 
detachment,  })retended  to  knock  one  of  the  warrioi-s  in  the 
head  with  a club,  in  front  of  the  fort ; and  swinging  him  by 
the  liead  and  heels  near  a tire,  in  insulting  mockery,  indicated 
tlie  fate  of  the  Spaniards  who  shonhl  fall  into  their  hands. 
The  irritated  Anasco  sent  three  trooiioi-s  to  the  camp,  who 
returned  with  De  Soto  at  the  head  of  a considerable  force.  The 
latter  assaulted  the  fortress  e»f  Alibamo,  leading  on  his  men  in 
three  srpiadrons,  commanded  by  ( bi/man,  Avaro  Romo  de 
Cardenoso,  and  the  stout  iJon/alo  Silve>tre.  A hundred 
Alabamas  ]ioured  out  from  each  portal  and  met  the  S])aiiiards. 
Upon  the  first  encounter,  Iticgo  de  ('a^tro,  Louis  Rravo  and 
Francisco  de  Figarro,  u-ll  mortally  wounded.  An  arrow  struck 
the  casque  of  the  (lovcinor  with  Mich  force  that  it  made  his 
eyes  tkisli  tire.  Tin*  \ictorion-'  Spaniards  faced  the  Alabamas 
into  the  fort,  pressing  them  to  death  by  the  united  shock  of 
cavalrv  and  iiifantrv — the  ]tasses  of  the  gates  admitting  but 
few  of  the  Indians  at  one.*.  'I'he  soldiers  omu  mbered  that 
they  had  unite<!  with  tht'  C'lucka.'-aws,  and  they  know  no 
lK>un<|s  to  the  rexeugi!  whiih  iliev  iio\\  sought.  In  the  rear 
many  sa\ agi.'s  esiapi-d,  by  <‘limbiiig  oser  tin*  walls  and  through 
the  back  portals,  piicliing  inU)  the  river  which  ran  bv  the 
fort,  but  far  l>elow  its  f..)undali<*n.  In  a short  time,  1 )e  Soto 
held  j»ossessioii  ot  the  interior.  Alit'amo  stood  upon  the 
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Yazoo  river,  in  the  county  of  Tallahatchie.'^  It  wa.s  built  of 
pallLsades,  in  the  form  of  a quadrangle,  four  hundred  paces 
long  on  either  side.  Inner  walls  divided  it  into  separate 
parts,  enabling  the  besieged  to  retreat  from  one  to  the  other. 
The  centre  Avail,  on  the  back  side,  was  immediately  upon  a 
perpendicular  bluff,  beneath  Avhich  flowed  a deep  and  narroAv 
river,  across  which  Avero  throAvn  a feAv  rude  bridges.  Portions 
of  the  fort  a})peared  to  have  been  recently  constructed  for 
defence  against  the  holies.  It  was  decidedly  the  best  fortified 
place  yet  discovered,  except  Maubila,  but  the  garrison  Avas  great- 
ly inferior  in  numbei'S  to  that  of  the  latter.  The  outside  por- 
tals Avere  too  low  and  narrow  for  a cavalier  to  enter  on  his  hoi'se. 

* General  Le  Clere  Milfort,  au  intelligent  Frenchman,  lived  in  the 
Creek  Nation  from  1T7G  until  I79G.  He  wrote  a history  of  the  iMus- 
cogees  or  Creck.s.and  pul»li:'hed  his  work  in  Parts  in  1802.  lie  married 
the  sister  of  General  Ale.vanJer  McGillivray  of  the  Creek  tribe.  When 
he  a’ rived  in  France,  Bonaparte  made  him  a General  of  Biigade  ; and 
in  1814  ho  was  attacked  in  his  house  by  a party  of  Russians,  and  res- 
cued by  some  grenadiers.  Shortly  afterwards  he  died. 

iMilfort  states  that  the  Aluljamas  wandered  from  the  northern  part  of 
Mexico,  and  settled  upon  the  Vazoo,  and  afterwards  removed  to  the 
river  which  bears  their  nanio.  Thi.s  fact,  connected  with  that  of  the 
Alibamo  fort,  mentioned  by  the  journals  of  De  Soto,  establishes,  con- 
clusively. that  they  were  the  same  peoi)le.  I'he  Alabamas,  after  De 
Soto’.s  time,  s<-ttled  on  the  site  ol  the  modern  Montgomery,  Coosawda 
and  Wa-^hington,  below  the  eonfluence  of  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa. 
From  these  people  the  river  and  state  took  tlu  ir  names. 

“ Memoire  ou  couj)  d'a-il  rapidc  siir  ines  differen'^  voyages  et  mon 
sejourdans  la  Nation  Creek,  par  Le  Clere  .Milfort.” — pp.  229-288. 
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CHAPTER  De  Soto  crossed  tlie  river  at  a ford  1>elow  the  plain,  and 
pmsiied  the  savages  until  twilight,  leaving  many  of  them  in 
the  sleep  of  death.  Four  days  were  consnmed  at  Alibamo  in 
attending  to  the  wounded.  Fifteen  Sj)aniards  died — among 
them  the  cavaliers  tii>t  ^voundtMi,  ^vho  were  young,  valiant 
and  of  the  best  blood  of  vSpain.  So  terminated  the  battle  of 
Alibamo, — the  last  otic  of  the  many  1 >e  Soto  fought,  which 
it  is  wiihin  our  ju-oviiice  to  descril>e.  have  followed  that 

extraordinaiT  adN  entunu-  through  our  State,  into  the  heart  of 
Mississippi.  A few  more  words  mu-^t  close  the  account  of  his 
nomadic  march,  as  far  as  it  ivsts  in  our  hands. 

The  Spaniards  reached  tlie  Mississi]>pi  river  in  May,  1541, 
and  were  the  first  to  discover  it,  unless  ('abaca  de  ^'aca  crossed 
it  twelve  yeais  before,  in  wandering  to  Mexico  with  his  four 
companions, — which  is  not  pi\>bable,  from  the  evidence  afibrd- 
ed  by  his  journal.  1 )e  Soto  consumed  a vear  in  marchino- 
over  Arkansas,  and  rctuni'Ml  to  the  “Father  of  AVatets,”  at 
the  town  of  Guachava,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas 
river,  on  the  la^t  of  May,  1542.  IF*  here  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  two  brigalltine^  to  communic'ate  with  Tuba.  That 
man.  whose  spirits  had  long  since  forsaken  him — who  had 
met  willi  nothing  but  disappointments — and  who  had,  in  his 
most  perilous  wanderings,  di^cowred  no  country  like  IVru  and 
Mexico,—  bia'ame  siuk  w ith  a >low  and  malignant  fever.  He 
a]>poititcd  Mom'oso  to  the  command — bid  his  otlicers  and  sol- 
diers farewvll — exhorte<l  them  to  keep  together,  in  order  to 
readi  that  countrv  w hit  h he  destine<l  law.-r  to  see — and 
then  ci.o-Ei)  HIS  kvks  ix  i.mAiiiI  Tims  diial  lleinando  L>e 
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Soto,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  captnins  of  that  or  any 
age.  To  conceal  liis  death  and  protect  his  body  from  Indian 
brutalities,  he  was  placed  in  an  oaken  trough,  and  silently 
plunged  into  the  middle  of  tlie  Mississippi,  on  a dark  and 
gloomy  night.  Long  did  tlie  muddy  waters  wash  the  bones 
of  one  of  tlie  bravest  sons  of  Spain!  He  was  the  first  to 
behold  that  liver — the  first  to  close  his  eyes  in  death  upon 
it — and  the  first  to  find  a grave  in  its  deep  and  turbid  channel. 

Moscoso  and  the  remaining  troops  again  plunged  into  the 
\^ilderness  west  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  hope  of  reaching 
Mexico.  Departing  on  the  1st  of  June,  1542,  he  returned  on 
the  1st  ] >eceml.)er  to  the  Mississippi  river,  at  a point  fifty  miles 
above  the  place  where  De  Soto  died.  The  Spaniards  began 
the  construction  of  seven  brigantines*  the  building  of  which 
required  the  chains  of  the  slaves,  saddle-stirrups,  and  every 
thing  which  contain*’‘d  a particle  of  iron,  made  into  nails  by 
the  erection  of  forges,  the  Indian  mantles  stitched  together  for 
sails,  and  the  inner  bark  of  trees  made  into  ropes.  When  these 
; were  completed,  < lov.  Moscoso  departed  down  the  vast  stream, 

I the  2d  July,  1543.  '’J'he  once  s])lendid  army  of  one  thousand 

I men,  was  reduced  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  ! Five  hun- 

i dred  slaves  were  left  at  the  place  of  embarkation,  and  Mosco- 

j 

j so  took  with  him  one  hundred,  among  others,  the  beautiful 

women  ot  Maubila.  Iwenty-two  of  the  best  horses  were  em- 
I barked;  the  others  wcue  killed  and  dried  for  food,  as  were  the 

I hog's,  a large  number  of  whi<-h  still  remained.  The  Spaniards 

1 were  attacked,  in  descending  tln'  river,  bv  fle(‘ts  of  Indian 

! canoes.  In  oie*  of  these  engagements,  the  I.irave  flu/.man  and 
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eleven  others  were  drowned,  and  twenty-live  wounded.  In 
sixteen  days  they  reached  the  Gulf,  and  put  to  sea  on  the  IBth 
July,  1543.  Having  landed  at  Tampa  Bay  on  the  30th  of  May, 
1539,  they  had  consumed  a little  over  four  years  in  wander- 
ing through  Florida,  Georgia,  Alabama,  ^Mississippi  and  the 
vast  regions  of  the  Arkansas  Territory.  Tossed  by  the  waves, 
famished  with  hunger,  parched  with  thirst,  and  several  times 
wrecked  by  tornadoes,  the  poor  Spaniards  finally  reached  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Panuco,  upon  the  Mexican  coast,  on  the  10th 
September,  1543.  From  thence  they  went  to  the  town  of 
Panuco.  Apparelcl  in  skins  of  deer,  bufialo,  bear  and  other 
animals — with  faces  haggard,  blackened,  shriveled,  and  but 
faintly  resembling  human  beings — they  repaired  to  the  church 
and  otfered  up  thanks  UrGod  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives. 
Kepairing  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  Viceroy  extended  to  them 
every  hospitality.  So  did  the  elegant  Castilian  ladies  of  his 
court,  who  were  enraptured  with  the  beauty  of  the  Mobilian 
females — the  high-spirited  daughters  of  Alabama.^ 

Maldinado,  whom  we  left  at  Pensacola  bay,  awaited,  in  vain, 
the  arrival  of  lie  Soto,  lie  and  his  distinguished  associ- 
ate, Gomez  Aihis,  at  length  weighiMl  anchor  and  sailed  along 
the  coast  in  ditferent  directions,  hoping  > meet  the  expedition 
at  some  }>oint.  They  left  signals  upon  the  trees,  and  at- 

* An  interei5tin!T  account  of  tlu  exj)ciliiion,  from  the  battle  of  Aliba- 
nio  to  their  entrance  into  the  city  of  Mexico,  whic’n  I have  rapidly 
glanced  at,  may  be  fuiuul  in  the  Portuguese  Narrative,  pp.  7’iS-7Gx?, 
Garccllasso  de  la  V ega,  pp'.  370-557. 
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taclied  letters  to  tlie  bark.  Returning  to  Cuba  they  again 
sailed  in  search  of  De  Soto  in  the  summer  of  1541,  and 
touched  frequently  upon  the  Floridian  and  ^Mexican  coasts,  but 
heard  nothing  of  him.  Again,  in  the  summer  of  1542,  they 
made  a similar  voyage,  with  no  bettor  success.  Determined 
not  to  give  up  the  search  for  the  lost  Spaniards,  Maldinado 
and  Arias,  in  the  spring  of  154.3,  departed  on  a long  voyage. 
On  the  15th  of  October  they  touched  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  learned 
that  De  Soto  had  died  upon  the  Mississippi,  and  that  three 
hundred  of  his  army  only  had  lived  to  reach  Mexico.  When 
this  sad  intelligence  was  conveyed  to  Havana,  every  one 
grieved,  and  Dona  Isabel,  long  racked  with  anxiety,  died  of  a 
broken  heart ! 
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CHAPTER  II. 


PART  1. 

THE  AEOEIGINES  OF  ALA13AMA,  AND  THE 
SUKK(.)  U N 1 >L\G  STATES. 

The  IncEcans  of  AlaLaina,  Florida,  Georgia  and  Mi.^sissippi, 
were  so  similar  in  form,  mode  of  living  and  general  liabits,  in 
the  time  ofDe  Soto  and  of  others  who  succeeded  him  in  pene- 
trating these  wikF,  that  they  w ill  all  be  treated,  on  the  pages 
of  this  chapter,  as  one  ]>eoplc.  Their  color  was  like  that  of 
the  Indians  of  our  day.  Tho  mah-s  were  admirably  propor- 
tioned, athletic,  active  and  graceful  in  tlndr  movements,  and 
possessed  open  and  manly  countenances.  The  females,  not 
inferior  in  form,  were  smaller,  and  many  of  them  beautiful. 
Xo  ngly  or  ill-formed  Indians  were  seen,  oxcejit  at  the  town 
of  Tula,  west  of  the  Mi.v-i'sippi.  Corpulency  was  rare  ; nev- 
ertheless, it  was  excessive  in  a few  instances.  In  the  neigh- 
borhoeKl  of  Apalache,  in  Florida,  the  Chief  was  so  fat  that  he 
wa-5  com]>elled  to  move  about  his  hou<e  up<.>n  his  hands  and 
knees. 

d he  drc'^s  ot  the  men  c<'nsi.stcd  ot  a mantle  e>f  the  size  of  a 
common  blanket,  made  of  the  inner  bark  of  trees,  and  a 
species  ot  llax,  interwoxen.  It  was  thrown  u\er  the  shouhh.'rs, 
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with  the  right  arm  exposed.  One  of  these  mantles  encircled  chapter 
the  body  of  the  female,  commencing  below  the  breast  and 
extending  nearly  to  the  knees,  while  another  was  grace- 
fully  thrown  over  the  shouldei’s,  also  with  tlie  right  arm  ex- 
posed. Upon  the  St,  Johns  river,  the  females,  although  156 
equally  advanced  in  civilization,  appeared  in  a much  greater 
state  of  nudity — often  with  no  covering,  in  summer,  except  a 
moss  drapery  sus2)end(al  round  the  waist,  and  which  hung 
down  in  graceful  negligence.  Both  sexes  there,  were,  how'- 
ever,  adorned  with  ornaments,  consisting  of  pretty  shells  and 
sinning  pearls,  while  tlie  better  classes  wore  moccasins  and 
buskins  of  dressed  deer  leather.  In  Georgia  and  Alabama 
the  towns  contained  store-houses,  tilled  with  rich  and  comfort- 
able clothing,  such  as  mantles  of  hemp,  and  of  feathers  of 
every  color,  exquisitely  arranged,  forming  admirable  cloaks 
for  winter  ; with  a variety  of  dressed  deer  skin  garments, 
and  skins  of  the  martin,  bear  aial  panther,  nicely  packed 
away  in  baskets.^'  Fond  of  trinkets,  the  natives  collected 
shells  from  the  sea-side  an<]  pearls  from  the  beds  of  the 
interior  rivers.  TJie  latter  tliey  pierced  with  heated  copper 
spindles,  and  strung  tliem  around  their  leg's,  necks  and  arms.f 
The  Queen  upon  the  Savannah  took  from  lier  neck  a magniti- 
cent  cordon  of  ]icaiU,  and  twine<l  it  round  the  neck  of  the 
warlike  but  courteous  1 >e  Suto.]i  In  tlie  interior  of  the  country, 
pearls  were  worn  in  the  ears  ; but  upon  the  coast,  tish  blail-  i5»u 


* Poraigiiojm-  Nanativo,  p.  71 1. 
X Forluguese  Narrative,  p.  714 


t Portuguese  Narrative,  p.  701. 
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CHAPTER  ders,  inflated  after  they  had  been  inserted,  were  greatly  pre- 
ferred.*  The  Chiefs  and  their  wives,  the  Prophets  and  prin- 
cipal men,  painted  tlieir  breasts  and  tlie  front  part  of  their 
bodies  with  a variety  of  stripes  and  characters.  Others,  like 
sea-taring  peo])le,  had  their  skins  punctured  with  bone  needles 
and  indelible  ink  rubbed  in,  which  gave  them  the  appear- 
1539  ance  of  being  tattoed.f  Jean  Ortiz,  so  long  a |)iisoner  among 
the  Floridians,  when  discovered  by  De  Soto,  was  taken  for  an 
Indian,  on  account  of  his  body  being  “ razed”  in  this  mannor.J 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Alabanias,  upon  the  Yazoo, 
painted  in  stiipes  of  -white,  yellow,  black  and  red,  and 

* Le  Moyne’s  Florida  plate,  '18.  Renaiul  de  Landounicre,  an  admiral 
of  France,  made  a second  voyage  to  r’lorida,  and  landed  upon  its  shore 
in  1564.  Attached  to  this  expedition  was  a Frenchinan,  named  Jacob 
Le  2*loyne,  who  was  an  adimralde  painter.  Laudouniere  left  some  sol- 
diers at  a Fort  which  he  built  upon  the  St.  John’s,  and  with  them  this 
accomplished  artist,  Le  Moyne  was  frequently  despatched  with  small 
detachments  along  the  coast,  and  to  some  distance  in  the  interior,  to  make 
surveys  of  the  rivers  and  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  tlie  natives.  During 
these  excursions  he  made  admirable  drawings  of  the  Indians,  their 
houses,  farms,  ganics,  amusements,  manners,  cu;?toms  and  religious  cere- 
monies. Returning  to  France,  he  relati'd  hi.s  adventures  to  Charles 
IX.,  and  exhibited  to  him  his  pictures,  d'hese,  with  his  explanatory 
notes,  were  publi>hcd  by  ’'riieodore  de  Bry,in  1591,  in  the  Latin  lan- 
guage, at  Frankfort.  The  copy  in  my  po.-session,  a most  interesting 
book  upon  the  ancient  Indians  of  Florida  and  the  adjoining  States,  con- 
tains forty-twu  plates,  a few  specimens  of  which  arc  introduced  in  this 
vohiine. 


t La  Moyne,  plate  38. 
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“ seemed  as  though  they  ^vere  dressed  in  hose  and  doublets.'”* 
Lofty  plumes  of  the  feaihei-s  of  the  eagle,  and  other  noted  birds, 
adorned  the  heads  of  the  warriors.  At  the  battle  of  Vita- 
chuco,  in  Middle  Florida,  ten  thousand  warriors  appeared  in 
this  magnificent  native  head-dress.  They  aho  punished  and  de- 
formed themselves  in  the  display  of  their  more  peculiar  orna- 
ments. L^pon  an  i.sland  in  A'est  Florida,  they  wore  reeds  thrust 
through  their  nipples  and  under  lips.f  Indian  grandees  were 
often  seen  promenading,  of  an  evening,  enveloped  iip  beau- 
tiful mantles  of  deer  .^hins,  and  of  the  marlin,  tracing  behind 
them,  and  often  held  up  by  attendants.  Among  the  }>rettiest 
ornaments  were  fiat  shells,  of  varied  colors,  which  they  sus- 
pended from  girdles  around  their  waists,  and  whicli  hung 
down  around  their  hips. 

The  bow*,  the  most  tbnnidable  weapon  of  the  anch-nt  In- 
dians, was  long,  elastic  and  exceedingly  strong.  Tlie  string 
w'as  made  of  the  sinews  of  the  deei‘.  The  arrows,  of  strong 
young  cane,  hardened  before  the  fire,  were  often  tij^ped  with 
buck-horn,  and  invailably  pointed  either  with  })alm  or  other 
hard  wood.  Hints,  long  and  sharp  like  a dagger,  fish-bones 
shaped  like  a chisel,  or  diamond  tiints.|  The  Spaniards 
soo.i  ascertained  that  they  jfierced  as  deep  as  those  which 
they  themselves  shot  from  the  cross-1  >ow,  and  wore  discharged 

* Portuguese  Narrative,  p.  7:27. 

I Expod.iiion  uf  Narvae/.,  contained  in  Herrera’s  History  of  Anieri- 
oa — vol.  4,  p.  .4.4. 

t Garcella.«so  cle  la  Vega,  p.  OGG. 
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CHAPTER  more  rapidly.^'  Tlie  quiver  ^vlncll  held  them  Avas  made  of 
fawn  or  some  other  spotted  skin,  and  was  cased  at  the  lower 
end  with  thick  hide  of  the  lx‘ar  or  the  alligator.  It  was  always 
1564  suspended  by  a leatlier  strap,  passing  round  tlie  neck,  Avhich 

permitted  it  to  rest  on  the  left  hip,  like  a sword.  It  was  ca-  '* 
pable  of  holding  a great  many  arrows.  Shields  were  univer- 
sal ap})endages  in  war,  and  were  made  cither  of  wood,  split 
canes  strongly  interwoven,  alligator  liide,  and  sometimes  that  of 
butfalo.  The  latter  Avas  often  the  case  Avest  of  the  Mississi})pi. 
'Of  variou^^  sizes,  but  oi’dinarily  large  enough  to  coAer  the 
breast,  these  round  shields  Avere  })ainted  A\ith  rings  and  stnpes, 
and  sus])ended  from  the  neck  by  a band.  Sometimes  a noted 
Chief  [>rotected  his  breast  and  a portion  of  liis  abdomen  Avith 
three  of  tliem.  These,  a\  itli  a |)i('ce  of  bark  covering  the  left  arm, 
to  prcA-ent  the  severe  rebound  of  the  bow-string,  Avere  all  that 
shielded  the  natives  in  time  of  Avar.  TVoiaIcu  speai“s,  of  the 
usual  length,  pointed  Avith  excellent  darts  of  tish-bone  or  dint, 
AA’cre,  also,  much  u>ed.  And,  strange  to  say,  SAvoids  of  palm 
Avood,  of  the  proper  shape,  Avere  often  seen.  A Chief,  in 
Ceorg-ia,  seize*!  one  of  this  deseription,  \\  hioh  was  born  by  one 
of  his  servants,  and  began  to  cut  and  thrust  Avith  it  to  the  ad- 
miiatioii  of  1 >eSoto  and  his  otlicers.  The  Avar  clubs  Avere  of  Iaao 
kinds — one,  small  at  tlie  liandle,  gi-adiiallv  enlarging  at  the 
top  in  oA  al  f irm  ; and  the  other,  Avith  tAvo  sharp  edges  at 
the  end,  usually  enqiloycd  in  executi*»n<.  decoration  Avith 
jilumes,  apjiears  to  liaA'c  l.ieeii  more  common  in  geiiei’alcos- 
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tume  and  pleasure  excursions,  tlian  in  war.  In  enterprises  of 
the  latter  character,  the  natives  sought  to  appear  as  ferocious 
as  possible.  The  skins  of  the  eagle,  of  the  wolf  and  of  the 
panther,  v,  ith  the  head^  of  these  animals  attached,  and  well 
preserved,  were  worn  hr  wnn-iors,  while  the  talons  and  claws 
were  inserted  as  ear  ornaments.'^ 

^Mien  al>oiit  to  make  war,  a Chief  despatched  a party,  who 
ap}>roached  near  the  town  of  the  enemy,  and  h}*  night  stuck 
arrows  into  the  cross-paths  and  public  places,  with  long  locks 
of  human  luiir  wa^■illg  from  them.f  After  this  declaration  of 
war,  he  assembled  his  men,  who,  painted  and  decorated  in  the 
most  fantastic  and  frightful  manner,  surrounded  him  on  all 
sides.  Excited  with  seeming  anger,  he  rolled  his  eyes, 
spoke  in  guttural  accents,  and  often  sent  forth  tremendous 
war  whoops.  The  warriors  responded  in  chorus,  and  struck 
their  weapons  again>t  their  sides.  AVith  a wooden  spear  he 
turned  himself  rev(*rential!y  towards  the  sun,  and  imj'lored,  of 
that  luminary,  victory  over  his  enemies.  Turning  to  his  men, 
he  took  water  iVom  a vessel  on  his  right  and  sj>rinkled  it 
about,  saying,  “ Thus  may  you  do  with  the  blood  of  your 
enemies.”  Then  raising  another  vessel  of  water,  he  ]>ouredits 
entire  contents  on  a tire  which  had  l>een  kindled  on  his  left, 
and  repeated,  “Thus  may  you  d<*strovyour  enemies  and  l>ring 
liome  thfir  scal])s.”];  Having  marched  his  army  within  the 
Hcinity  of  th<"  enemy,  he  bid  hi'  I’roj.het  to  inform  him  of 
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CHAPTER  tlioir  number  and  position,  and  in  w liat  manner  it  was  best  to 
bring  on  tlie  attack.  The  old  man,  usually  a hundred  years 
of  age,  advanced,  and  a large  circle  was  immediately  formed 
around  him.  lie  placed  a shield  upon  the  ground,  drew  a 
ring  around  it  hve  feet  in  diameter,  in  wliich.  he  in^eiibed 
various  characters.  I'hen  kneeling  on  the  shield,  and  sitting 
on  his  feet,  so  a^  to  touch  tlie  earth  with  no  part  of  his  body, 
he  made  the  most  liorrible  grimaces,  uttered  the  most  un- 
I5&i  natural  howls,  and  distorted  his  limbs  until  his  very  bones 
appeared  to  be  flexilde.  In  twenty  minutes  he  ceased  his 
infernal  juggling,  assumed  his  natural  look,  with  apparently 
no  fatigue,  and  gave  the  Chief  the  information  which  he  de- 
sired.'* Some  of  our  ancient  natives  marched  in  regular  order, 
with  the  Chief  in  the  centre,  but  it  was  their  common  habit  to 
scatter  in  small  ]>artirs,  and  take  the  enemy  by  surprise.  But 
in  the  arrangvinent  of  their  camp,  which  was  always  made  at 
sunset,  they  were  exceedingly  ]>articular.  They  then  sta- 
tioned detachments  around  the  Chief,  fenning  a compact  and 
wel l-a rra n ged  dc ti' n ce , t 

The  womc-n  who  had  lost  tlieir  husbands  in  battle,  at 
a convenient  time  surrounded  the  Chief,  stooped  at  his  feet, 
covered  their  faces  with  tlieir  haials,  wcj>t,  and  implored  him 
to  bo  rexenged  lor  tlie  death  ol  their  companions.  They  en- 
treated him  to  grant  tiicm  an  allowance  during  their  widow- 
hood, and  to  jiermit  them  to  marry  again  when  the  time  ap- 
pointcil  by  law  exj'iied.  dlicy  afterw  ards  visited  the  graves  of 
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their  husbands  and  deposited  upon  them  the  arms  svhich  they  chapter 

used  in  hunts  and  'svars,  and  the  shells  out  of  which  they  ^ 

. . , I’art  1. 

were  accustomed  to  drink.  Having*  cut  off  their  long  hair,  they 
sprinkled  it  also  over  their  graves,  and  then  returned  home. 

They  did  not  marry  until  it  had  attained  its  ordinary  length.* 

The  natives  drank  a tea,  which,  in  modern  times,  was 
called  black  drink.  It  was  made  by  boiling  tlie  leaves  of  the 
cacina  jdant,  until  a strong  decoction  was  produced.  The  Chief 
took  his  seat,  made  of  nine  small  poles,  in  the  centre  of  a 
semi-carcle  of  seats ; but  his  was  the  most  elevated  of  all.  His 
principal  officers  approacliod  him  by  turns,  one  at  a time,  and 
placing  their  hands  u])on  the  top  of  their  heads,  sung  ha^ 

7m,  y«,  /-!«,  ltd.  The  whole  assembly  responded,  7m/,  ha. 

After  which,  they  seat(.ml  tlicmselves  upon  his  right  and  left. 

The  women,  in  the  meaiiLime,  liad  prepared  the  black  drink, 
which  was  served  up  in  concli  shells  and  handed  to  certain 
men,  who  distributed  it  around.  The  warriois  drank  large 
potions  of  it,  and  presently  vomited  it  with  great  ease.  It 
seemed  to  have  been  used  at  the  early  jteriod  of  15G4,  as  it 
is  at  present,  to  purify  the  system,  and  also  to  fultil  a kind  of 
religious  rite.f  * 

The  ]nmi']iments  of  that  day  were  summary  and  cruel, 
h'or  a crime  deserving  death,  tlie  criminal  w.as  conducted  to 
the  s<[uare  and  made  to  kneel  with  liis  body  inclined  forward. 

The  executioner  jilaced  his  loft  foot  upon  his  back,  and  with 
a murdoroiL>  bhov  with  the  sharp-sided  club,  dashed  out  his 
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braiiis.‘'^v  Joan  Ortiz  andliis  coirjpanions  were  stripped  naked, 
and  forced  to  run  from  corner  to  corner  tlirongdi  tlie  towii, 
wliile  the  exulting-  savages  .shot  at  them  by  turns  with  deadly 
aiTows.  Ortiz  alone  survived,  and  they  next  proceeded  to 
roast  him  upon  a wooden  gridiron,  when  he  was  saved  by  the 
entreaties  of  a noble  girl.t  Whenever  they  made  prisonei-s  of 
each  other,  those  who  were  captured  were  often  put  to  me- 
nial services.  To  prevent  them  from  running  away,  it  was 
customary  to  cut  the  nerves  of  their  legs  just  above  the 
instep.]; 

When  a battle  was  fuught,  the  victoi's  seized  upon  the 
enemy  and  mutilated  their  bodies  in  the  most  brutal  manner. 
With  cane  knives  the  aians  and  legs  were  cut  around,  and  then 
severed  from  tiie  body  by  blows  upc)n  tin*  bones,  from  wooden 
cleavers.  They  thus  am['Utatvd  with  great  skill  and  rapidity. 
The  head  was  also  cut  around,  with  tlieso  knives,  just  above 
the  ears,  and  the  winkle  sea![>  jvrked  oth  These  were  then 
rapidly  smoked  over  a tir^g  ki!j<lled  in  a small  round  hole, 
and  borne  otf  in  triumph  towards  home,  together  with  the 
arms  and  legs,  suspended  u}>on  s[)cars.^  The  joyous  and 
excitoVl  inhabitants  now  assembled  upon  the  s<piare  and 
fonne<l  a large  area,  in  wliicli  these  trophies  were  liung 
upon  high  poles.  An  old  Pntjdiet  took  a position  on  one 
side  of  the  eircle,  liel.l  in  his  hand  a small  image  of  a child, 
and  danee'd  and  muttered  over  it  a tliou.-and  imprecations 

* Lo  Muyne’.s  Finridu,  j)l;Ue  .'j'J.  t Garedlasso  do  la  Vega. 

t Gareelias^'>  do  la  \ ega.  ^ Le  Moyne,  plato  15. 
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Indians  engaged  in  scalping  and  cutting  up  the  slain  enemy.  Drawn  from 
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upon  the  enemy.  On  the  other  side,  and  opposite  to  him, 
three  warriors  fell  upon  their  knees.  One  of  them,  who  was 
in  the  middle,  constantly  brought  down  a club,  with  great 
force,  on  a smooth  stone,  placed  before  him,  while  the  otliei's, 
on  either  side  of  him,  rattled  gourds  ti)led  with  shells  and 
pebbles,  all  keeping  exact  time  with  the  Prophet.^ 

The  houses  of  the  Chiefs,  with  but  few  exceptions,  stood 
upon  large  and  elevated  artificial  mounds.  When  the  Indians 
of  1540  resolved  to  build  atovrn,  the  site  of  which  was  usually 
selected  u]»on  low,  rich  land,  by  the  side  of  a beautiful  stream, 
they  were  accustomed,  fii-st,  to  turn  tbeir  attention  to  the 
erection  of  a mound  from  twenty  to  fifty  feet  high,  round  on 
the  sides,  but  flat  on  to}>.  The  top  was  capable  of  sustaining 
the  houses  of  the  Chief,  and  those  of  his  family  and  atten- 
dants; making  a little  village  by  itself  of  from  ten  to  twenty 
cabins,  elevated  high  In  the  air.  The  earth  to  make  this 
mound  was  brought  to  the  spot.  At  the  foot  of  this  emi- 
nence a square  was  marked  out,  around  which  the  })rincij)al 
men  placed  their  houses.  The  inferior  classes  joined  these  with 
their  wigwams.  Some  of  these  mounds  had  several  stair- 
ways to  ascend  them,  made  by  cutting  out  incline-planes  fifteen 
or  twenty  feet  wide,  flanking  the  sides  with  posts,  and  layiiig 
}X)les  horizontally  across  the  earthen  stej)s — thus  forming  a 
kind  of  woodv'U  stairway.  Put,  generally,  the  lofty  residence 
of  the  Chief  was  approached  by  only  one  ilight  of  steps,  'fhese 
mounds  were  perpendicular,  and  inaccessible,  exct-pt  by  the 
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avenues  already  mentioned,  wliicli  rendered  the  houses  upon 
them  secure  from  the  attacks  of  an  Indian  enemy.  Besides 
the  motive  for  security,  a disposition  to  place  the  Chief  and 
his  family  in  a commanding  position,  and  to  raise  him  above 
his  subjects,  caused  the  formation  of  tliese  singular  elevations.* 
Upon  the  coasts  of  Florida,  the  houses  "were  built  of  timber, 
covered  vith  palm  leaves,  and  thatched  with  straw.  Tliose 
of  Toalli,  between  Apalachc  and  the  Savannah,  and  for 
some  distance  beyond,  were  covered  with  reeds  in  the  manner 
of  tiles,  while  the  walls  were  extremely  neat.  In  the  colder 
regions  of  the  territories  of  Geor^^ja,  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi, every  family  possessed  a house  daubed  inside  and  out 
with  clay,  for  a winter  house,  and  another,  open  all  round,  for 
summer;  while  a crib  and  kitchen,  also,  stood  near  by.  The 
houses  of  the  Chiefs,  much  larger  than  the  others,  had  pia/.zas 
in  front,  in  the  rear  of  which  were  cane  benches  of  comfortable 
dimensions.  They  contained,  also,  lofts,  in  which  were  stored 
skins,  mantles  and  corn,  the  tribute  of  the  subjects,  f Upon 
the  head  watei-s  of  the  Co<jsa,  it  Mill  be  rccollectt‘d,  that  De 
Soto  found  the  house  of  the  Chief  standing  upon  a mound, 
M-ith  a piazza  in  front,  “large  enough  for  six  men  to 
promenade  abreast.”];  The  toMii  of  (.h-hille,  in  ^liddle  Flo- 
rida, contained  fifty  very  substantial  houses.  The  Chief’s 
house  Mas  built  in  the  form  of  a large  pavilion,  upMards  of 
one  hundred  and  tMcnty  feet  in  length  by  forty  in  M'idth,  Math 

* GarcclIa>so  df  la  Voi^a.  p.  13G.  f I’oruigiicse  Narrative,  p.  701. 
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a number  of  small  buildings,  connected  like  oftiecs."^  Xarvaez 
found  a house  large  enougli  to  contain  three  hundred  men, 
in  whieli  were  fisliing  nets  and  a tabor  with  gold  bells.f  The 
Indian  grandeur  and  spacious  dimensions  of  the  houses  of 
Maubila,  in  Alabama,  liave  already  be^^n  described,  Tn  the 
province  of  Paliseiiia,  west  of  the  Mississipj)i,  the  hoirse  of 
the  Chief  was  covered  witli  deer  skins,  which  were  painted 
with  stripes  of  various  colors,  and  with  animals,  while  the 
walls  were  hung,  and  tiie  floor  carpeted,  with  the  same  ma- 
terials.]; In  the  first  town  which  I>e  Soto  discovered,  at 
Tampa  Bay,  was  found  a large  tcT7i})le,  on  the  to])  of  which 
was  a wooden  bird  with  gilded  eyes.§  The  Chief,  Uceta, 
jnade  Joan  Oi  tiz  keeper  of  the  temple,  situated  in  a lonely 
forest  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  In  this  temple  were  de- 
posited dead  Indians,  contained  in  wooden  boxes,  the  lids  of 
which,  having  no  hinges,  were  kept  down  A\itli  eights.  The 
bodies  and  bones  were  sometimes  carried  ofl’  by  panthers 
and  wolves.  In  this  horrible  place  was  poor  Ortiz  stationed 
to  watch,  day  and  night,  and  threatened  with  instant  death 
if  he  allowed  a single  body  to  be  taken  away.  At  length, 
constant  anxiety  and  fatigue  overcame  him,  and  one  night  he 
fell  asleep.  The  heavy  falling  of  a coflin-lid  awoke  him.  In 
his  terror  he  seized  a bow,  and  running  out,  heard  the  cr.ack- 
ing  of  bones  amid  a dark  clump  of  bushes  ! He  winged  a 
powerful  arrow  in  that  direction.  A scuffle  ensued,  and  then 

♦ Oarcellasso  de  la  Yoga,  p,  101.  1 Portuguese  Narrative. 

■f  Herrera,  vol.  4.  § Portuguese  NarratiM*,  p.  701. 
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all  was  still ! He  moved  towards  the  spot,  and  found  an 
enormous  panther,  dead,  by  the  side  of  the  body  of  the  child 
of  a principal  Indian.  He  replaced  the  latter  in  its  box,  ex- 
iiltingly  dragged  the  animal  into  the  town,  and  was  from  that 
time  respected  by  the  Indians."*^  Narvaez,  upon  first  landing 
in  Florida,  found  a tem[>le  in  which  were  chests,  each  contain- 
ing a dead  body,  covered  with  painted  deer  shins.  The 
Commissary,  John  Xuarez,  considering  it  to  be  idolatrous, 
ordered  them  to  be  burned.f  A remarkable  temj>le  was  situ- 
ated in  the  town  of  Talomeco,  upon  the  Sa\  annah  river,  three 
miles  distant  from  Cutitachitpii,  now  Silver  Bluti.  It  was 
more  than  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  forty  in  A\idth.  The 
walls  were  high  in  proportion,  and  the  roof  steep  and  covered 
Avith  mats  of  sjJit  cane,  interwoven  so  com}»actly  that 
they  resembled  the  rush  carpeting  of  the  Moors.  (The  inhab- 
itants of  this  ]>artof  the  country  all  covered  their  houses  with 
this  matting.)  Shells  of  dilferent  sizes,  arranged  in  an  inge- 
nious marine]’,  were  placed  on  the  out'^ide  of  the  roof.  C)n  the 
inside,  beautiful  plumes,  shells  and  jiearls  were  suspended  in 
the  form  of  festoons,  from  one  to  the  other,  doAvn  to  the  tloor. 
Tlie  tem})le  was  entered  by  three  gates,  at  each  of  which  were 
stationed  Agaiitic  vooden  statues,  presenting  ti'-rce  and  me- 
nacing attitinh'S.  Some  of  them  wei  e armed  with  clubs,  maces, 
canoe-paddh’s,  aiitlcop}>er  hatchets,  andothei’s  with  drawn  bows 
and  long  pikes.  All  these  iinj'lements  were  ornamented  with 

* Garofllasso  do  la  "Wga,  pp. 
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ring’s  of  pearls  and  bands  of  copper.  Below  the  ceiling,  on 
four  sides  of  the  temjde,  arranged  in  niches,  were  tvv'o  rows  of 
wooden  statues  of  the  natural  size — one  of  men,  with  pearls 
suspended  from  their  hands,  and  the  other  of  women.  On  the 
side  of  the  a\  ails  were  large  benches  on  which  sat  boxes  contain- 
ing the  deceased  Chiefs  and  their  families.  Two  feet  below  these 
AN  ere  statues  of  the  persons  entombed,  the  space  between  them 
being  filled  with  shields  of  various  sizes,  made  of  strong 
woven  reeds,  adorned  with  pearls  and  colored  tassels.  Tliree 
rows  of  chests,  full  of  valuable  pearls,  occu}»ied  tlie  middle  of 
the  temple.  Deer  skins,  of  a variety  of  colors,  were  packed  away 
in  chests,  together  with  a large  amount  of  clothing  made  of  the 
skins  of  wild  cat,  martin  and  other  animals.  The  temple  abound- 
ed in  the  most  splendid  mantles  of  feathers.  Adjoining  was 
a store-house,  divided  into  eight  apartments,  which  contained 
long  pikes  ofco]»per,  around  v hich  rings  of  }iearl  were  coiled, 
wliile  clubs,  maces,  wooden  swords,  [)addles,  arrows,  .piivers, 
bows,  round  wooden  shields,  and  those  of  reed  and  Initlalo  hitle, 
were  decoratei.l  in  like  manner.*  Everywhere  iqion  the  route, 
through  Alal>ama  and  the  neighboring  States,  De  Soto  found 
the  temples  full  of  human  bones.  They  were  held  sacred, 
but  sometimes  were  wantonly  violated  by  tribes  at  wa,r  with 
each  other.  On  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  De  Soto, 
j(,>i!h-d  by  the  Indian  forces  of  the  Chief  Cas(|uin,  sacked  the 
town  of  I’acaha.  The  invading  Indians  entered  the  temple, 
threw  down  the  wooden  boxes  containing  the  dead,  trampled 

* (Jarcellast'O  tie  la  Vega,  pp. 
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CHAPTER  upon  thfc  bodies  and  bones,  and  wreaked  upon  them  every 
insult  and  indignity,  A.  few  days  after,  the  Chief  of  Pacaha  and 
his  people  come  back  to  the  ruined  town,  and  gathering  up 
the  scatteied  bones  in  mournful  silence,  kissed  and  returned 
them  reverentially  to  their  coffins.''’’' 

The  produotions  of  the  country  were  abundant.  Peas, 
beans,  squashes,  pumpkins  and  corn  grew  as  if  by  magic. 
Persimoiis,  formed  into  large  cakes,  were  eaten  in  winter, 
together  witU  walnut  and  bear’s  oil.  A small  pumpkin,  when 
roasted  in  the  embei's,  was  dciightfiil,  and  resembled,  in  taste, 
boiled  chesnuts.  Corn  was  pounded  in  mortars,  but  Narvaez 
saw  stones  for  grinding  it,  u])on  the  Florida  coast.f  The 
Indians  prepared  their  tl  ids  })V  digging  up  the  ground  with 
hoes  made  of  tish-bonc.  Adien  the  earth  was  levelled  in  this 
manner,  othei*s  followed  with  canes,  with  which  tliev  made 
holes,  certain  distances  aj-art.  The  women  next  came  with 
corn,  in  baskets,  whieh  tliey  dropped  in  the  holes.  The  vir- 
ginity and  richness  of  the  soil  ]u-oduced  the  crop  without  fur- 
ther labor.  [S»‘e  I ronti^piece.j  The  granaries  were  some- 
times erected  in  the  woo.U,  near  navi'jfal>le  streams,  and  were 
construetcd  with  sti.ne  and  <lirt,  and  covered  with  cane  mats. 
Ilere  were  deposited  t'orn.  truits  and  all  kinds  of  cured  meat, 
for  subsivtenee  during  th.'  winter  liunts  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  The  uni\«*r'al  hone-ty  of  the  })eople  was  a guaran- 
tee that  the  Ct»nt<‘itfs  (»f  tho-o  granaries  would  remain  undis- 
turl/od,  until  con''Umed  bv  tlie  owners. 
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Hiaiting  and  fishing  occupied  much  of  ihe  time  of  the  chapter 
natives.  The  hunter  tlirew  over  his  body  the  skin  of  a deer,  ^5* 
■with  tlie  head,  horns  and  legs  admirably  preserved.  Kouud 
■wooden  hoops  gave  tlio  body  of  the  skin  its  proper  shape, 
inside  of  whicli  the  Indian  placed  his  body.  Then,  in  a stoop-  1564 
ing  position,  so  as  to  allow  the  feet  to  touch  the  ground,  he 
moved  along  and  pec]^ed  through  the  eye-holes  of  the  deer’s 
head,  all  the  time  having  a drawn  bow.  When  near  enough 
to  the  deer,  he  let  tly  a fatal  arrow.  The  deer,  in  that  day, 
unaccustomed  to  the  noise  of  fire-arms,  were  gentle  and  nu- 
merous, and  easily  killed  by  a stratagem  like  this.^ 

At  certain  periods,  the  Indians  were  a social  people,  and 
indulged  in  large  feasts.  At  other  times,  they  resorted  to 
bow-shooting,  ball-plays  and  dancing.f 

nje  population  was  much  greater  when  De  Soto  was  in 
the  countiy,  than  it  has  been  since.  Large  armies  were  tVe- 
quently  arrayed  against  him.  In  Patofa,  Florida,  he  was 
even  furnished  with  seven  hundred  burden  bearei*s.  In 
Ocute,  Georgia,  he  was  supplied  with  two  hundred  of  these  i5io 
indispensable  men.  At  Cafecpie,  in  the  same  State,  four 
thousand  warriors  escorted  him,  while  four  thousand  more 
IransjMjrted  the  efi’ects  of  his  army.  It  1ms  been  seen  what  a 
numerous  population  was  found  in  the  })rovince  of  Coosa,  and 
what  forces  opposed  him  at  IMaubila,  Cliiekiisa  and  Alibamo. 

^ Le  Moyne’s  r'lorid.n,  plate  "25.  Bossn’s  Travels  in  Louisiana,  vol. 

1, 1).  250. 

f Lc  Moyne,  plate  26. 
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CHAPTER  Tbo  ipgemiitj  of  the  natives,  displayed  in  the  construction 
of  mounds,  arms,,  houses  and  ornaments,  was  hy  no  means  ' 
inconsidera]>ie.  At  Cha<piate,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  earth- 
enware was  raaaufacT;ured  erpial  to  that  of  Estremos  or  Mon- 
1^1  tremor."^'  At  Tulla,  in  Aj^rkansas,  salt  was  made  from  trie 
deposite  formed  upon  the  shores  of  a lake  ; and  again,  at 
several  saline  s])ring-s.  llie  salt  was  made  into  small  cakes, 
and  vended  among  other  tribes  for  skins  and  mantles,  f The 
walls  which  suirounded  the  towns,  with  their  towei-s  and 
ten-aces,  have  already  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chap- 
ter. Entrenchments  and  ditches  were  also  found  over  the 
countrv.  The  most  remarkalde  of  the  latter  w;is  at  Pacha, 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  I [('re  a large  ditch,  “ wide  enough 
for  two  canoes  to  pass  al>reast  without  the  paddles  touch- 
ing,” suiTounded  a walled  town.  It  was  ent  nine  miles 
1541  long,  communicated  with  the  Mississip|»i,  supplied  the  na- 
tives with  fish  and  afibrd»'d  them  the  privileges  of  naviga- 
tion. 

1541  Tlie  construction  of  canoes  and  barges,  connected  with  the 

things  which  liave  already  been  enumerated,  afibrds  abundant 
proof  that  our  aboiigines  Avere  superior,  in  some  respects,  to 
the  tribes  who, afterwards  occu]>ied  Alabama,  but  who  were 
also  ingeniuUN  ij,  the  manufacture  of  articles.  'Hie  Queen  of 
Savannah,  borne  out  of  her  house  in  a sedan  chair,  supported 
IMO  upon  the  shoulders  of  four  of  her  prlncij)al  men,  entered  a 

* PortueiH'.if  Narr.uive  am.l  Garoollassn. 
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handsome  barge  which  had  a tilted  top  at  the  stern — under  chapter 
which  she  took  a seat  upon  soft  cushions.  Many  principal 
Indians  likewise  entered  similar  bm-ges,  and  accompanied  her 
to  the  western  side,  in  the  style  of  a splendid  water  proces- 
sion. When  De  Soto  iiiht  discovered  the  Mississippi,  a Chief 
approached  from  the  other  side  with  two  hundred  handsome 
canoes  of  great  size,  filled  with  painted  and  plumed  warriors, 
who  stood  erect,  with  bow's  in  their  hands,  to  protect  those 
who  paddled.  The  boats  of  the  Chiefs  and  principal  men 
had  tops, — like  that  of  the  Georgia  Q^ieen, — decorated  with 
waving  flags  and  plumes,  which  floated  on  the  breeze  fi'om 
poles  to  which  they  were  attached,  d'hey  are  described  by  the 
journalists  to  have  been  erpial  to  a beautiful  army  of  gallics.'*  iwi 
The  natives  wor.diipped  the  sun,  and  entertained  great  ven- 
eration for  the  mo(»n,  and  certain  stars.  Whether  they  also 
believed  in  a Great  i^pirit  is  not  stated.  When  the  Indian 
ambassadors  ero-sed  the  Savannah  to  meet  De  Soto,  they  made 
three  profound  bows  towards  the  east,  intended  for  the  sun  ; 
three  towards  the  west,  for  the  moon  ; and  three  to  the 
Governor.!  U]>on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  all  the 
Indians  a])proached  him  without  uttering  a word,  and  went 
through  precisely  the  same  ceremony ; making,  however,  to  him 
three  bows,  m\!ch  less  reverential  tlian  those  made  to  the 
sun  and  moon.  < >n  the  other  side  of  that  river,  he  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  Chief  and  his  subjects.  iVeseiitly,  his  Indian 
majesty  sneezed  in  a loud  mauner.  The  subjects  bowt  d tla-ir 


* Poituguose  Narrative,  p.  TOO. 
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heads,  opened  a'iid  closed  their  arms,  and  saluted  the  Chief 
with  these  words,  ‘Onay  the  sun  guard  you” — “may  the  sun 
be  with  you” — “may  the  sun  shine  upon  you,”  and  “may 
the  sun  prosper  and  defend  you  About  the  lirst  of  March, 
annually,  the  natives  selected  the  skin  of  the  largest  deer, 
with  the  head  and  legs  attached.  They  tilled  it  with  a ya- 
riety  of  fruit  and  grain,  and  sewed  it  up  again.  The  horns 
were,  also,  hung  with  garlands  of  fruit.  This  skin,  in  all  re- 
spects resembling  a large  buck,  was  cai'ried  by  all  the  in- 
habitants to  a jdaiii.  There  it  was  placed  upon  a liigh  post, 
and  just  at  the  lising  of  the  sun,  the  Indians  fell  down  on 
their  knees  around  it,  and  implored  that  bi-ight  luminary 
to  grant  them,  the  ensuing  season,  an  abundance  of  fruits  and 
proyisions,  as  gxxjd  as  those  contained  in  the  skin  of  the  deer.f 
This  was  the  practice  upon  the  coast  of  Ka.?t  Florida,  and, 
doubtless,  it  ^Yas  observed  all  over  the  country.  It  was  cer- 
tainly a very  practical  mode  of  asking  favois  of  the  sun. 

AYlien  a Chief  or  Pro})het  died  upon  the  St.  Johns,  he  w^as 
placed  in  the  ground,  and  a small  mound,  of  conical  form,  was 
erected  over  him.  The  base  of  this  mound  wa^  surrounded  with 
arrows,  stuck  in  regular  oixhu-.  Some  sat,  anrl  othei-s  kneeled 
around  it,  and  continue<l  to  weej*  and  howl  for  the  space  of 
three  night.s.  Chosen  women  next  visited  the  mound  for  a 
long  time,  e\  erv  morning  at  the  break  of  day,  at  noon,  and 
at  night. I Indee«l,  great  ivspect  apjM'ai-s  to  have  been  paid 

♦ Garoellasso  do  l.i  Vcira.  pp.  440. 

I Lc  Moyne,  plate  I Le  Moyne,  pliile  40. 


I 

1 

I 


m 


u 


I 


MrAHj^ak  10  ftwaiHosi^ 


5 .HD‘'i>iii  Uthtim  r«na  ^«inu  *ii^U 


ttij$  9Jt)  i&m  ls»i»343^  wii  xmi"* 


•^«ni-  [KfB  ",tKv/  nc^ff  miis  im  ^l 


ivty^A 


f^hh  h&ts  T*r^q  am  ^ 

* ~ ts  g ' J’^  _ - -.  ^ 


-«/  it  itrf/  Si  Uffih  ’(;rrfT iS^»i  ^^b^i  llihr 


«notf  ®ilT  .ifH.'Titt  1(11  fi«tt  >|arft'  b rSm 

Ih^  ai  #Uvft  ftiifr  Jiifi|:,|»  4^w  gwud  ,6ab  ,3W 

. -m  ftiili  Hft  ^ tfabifK)  8^« 

ifyid  /i  iSfrv/  is  frtddT  a oi  «Jt£®iid^ 

no  II  rtoi>  jiii  F«it*  ^6  3gcfi$i»  v4a 

^Wimfll  M,f»  kiicofiJi  «st^i 

Lw  ffisrii  jyt  9'jmlxtada  ii$  j smIJ  oi 

9iif  \o  f*i0li:iMti^u  j4'/flu^m  ,«iioi«y<yiq 


»fc»iA  fc  !>iJrii;W  «i 

-100  ^ow  3l  iviiumoo  sitj  ij#./o  lift  Jiiipvv>«(©  nu  w It  ^M&lStimtb 

'*  M ‘ • !Jbm 


«c  »Sf*’  ^ 

,iut^  Oiil  "W  ^*10/1^  ^«ii)l*'^j  «^’io  jp:/  a. 

«ttw  ‘ill  j-*:flik>(.  .i^»  viw  iftxp/  ic/"i^alO  « no4W^^  . 

- 6K//  .itm'iiitHtio'iS  « i^  d>AiiM>t^  otS  M£  l>w»tq  i 

-Ti)»  ;.i 

rfjinr  iHbiruu'mMs  <vavy  (>tfij«>m  ^ iiii  )o  ^tai4  Si®  4aid  lovo  l>ol3'Sr^^ 

ik»h  *Jtil  ^ l*Ti«  ,td«o  wju^^oi  ni,  'iDiiJ«  ^ 

Vr  fi6Uftq«  0>dJ  u»’i  i»H>d  l»Wia  W«i)ui>0,  Ji  bamf^ 

a an  hmjtMii  wh^hrsfi'rh  Sx'ja  a^tiKiw^ttOArullI 

bsid  ,ttouH  In  "W iijjrid  9iU  s&^pm^s 

W|  tmd  orVMil  w ia 

>:  I-.. 


"4;>  ^ 

,ilij^7  1.1  9&  oSrjiU*»f8||  » 

,tti-  ,Mr<A<K  -U  • , , .wfixoifi  &d 


Indians  'b'^aring  in  a chair,  a young  girl,  -who  has  heen  selected  as  one  of  the  future  -wives  of  the  Icing, 
’I'l-awTi  from  life,  hy  .Taeoh  le  Moyne,  in  ]f)64. 


ABORIGINES  OF  ALABAMA. 


73 


to  tlie  Chief  when  alive,  and  to  him  a cruel  sacrifice  was  ac- 
customed to  he  made.  The  first  horn  male  child  was  always 
brought  out  before  the  Chief,  who  sat  upon  a bench  on  one 
side  of  a large  circle.  Before  him  was  a block,  two  feet  high, 
and  near  it  stooped  the  young  mother,  weeping  in  great 
agony.  The  child  was  brought  forward  by  a dancing  woman, 
plac-ed  upon  the  block,  and  a Prophet  dashed  out  its  brains 
with  a club ; at  the  same  time,  many  females  danced,  and 
raised  their  voices  in  song,^‘ 

If  a Chief  desired  to  marry,  he  was  accustomed  to  send  his 
principal  men  to  select,  from  the  girls  of  nobility,  one  of  the 
youngest  and  most  beautiful.  Ikiinted  with  various  colors, 
and  adorned  with  shells  and  pearls,  the  chosen  one  was  then 
placed  in  a sedan  chair,  the  top  of  which  formed  an  arch  of 
green  boughs.  AVhen  placed  l>y  his  side,  on  an  elevated  seat, 
great  poni})  and  cereiiK)ny,  an  array  of  ornaments  of  all  kinds, 
and  music  and  dancing,  characterized  the  affair,  while  she  and 
her  lord  were  fanned  with  beautiful  feathers. 

The  treatment  of  diseases  in  that  day,  were  few  and  simple. 
The  doctor  sometimes  scarilied  the  patient  with  shells  and 
fishes  teeth,  and  sucked  out  tlie  blood  with  Ids  mouth.  This 
he  spurted  in  a bowl,  and  it  was  drunk  l>y  nursing  women 
who  stood  by,  if  the  ]>atient  was  an  athletic  young  man,  in 
order  to  give  their  chiMi-eu  tlie  same  \ igor.  It  was  customary, 
also,  to  smoke  the  j^atient  with  tobacco  and  other  weeds,  until 
perspiration  ensued  and  re-action  was  produced.f 
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PART  II. 


THE  MODERX  INDIANS  OF  ALABAMA,  GEORGIA 
AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


It  Im.^  been  seen  that  the  Indians  living-  in  that  part  of 
Alabama  through  whioli  De  Soto  passed,  were  the  Coosas, 
inhabiting  the  territory  embraced  in  the  present  counties  of 
Benton,  Talladega,  Coosa,  and  a portion  of  Cherokee;  the 
Tallases,  living  upon  the  Talla])00sa  audits  tributary  streams ; 
the  Mobilians,  extending  from  near  the  present  city  of  Mont- 
gomery to  the  commercial  emporium  Avhich  now  l»ears  their 
name;  the  I’afallayas  or  Choctaws,  inhabiting  the  territory  of 
the  modern  counties  of  Greene,  Marengo,  Tuscaloc>sa,  Sumpter 
and  Pickens ; and,  in  the  present  State  of  i\Iississi])pi,  the 
Chiekasaws,  in  the  valley  of  the  Yalobusha  ; and  the  Alaba- 
mas,  upon  the  Yazoo.  It  -will,  also,  be  recollected,  that  this 
remai  kalde  S[-aniard  overrun  the  lach  province  of  b’hiaha,  in 
the  territory  of  the  present  north-western  Georgia,  and  that 
he  there  found  the  Chalagues,  which  all  writers  u}»on 
alK)riginal  history  decide  to  be  the  original  name  of  the 
Cherokees. 

Tlie  Invasion  of  Dc  Soto  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  an 
immense  Indian  population,  in  all  the  territory  through  which 
he  passed,  except  that  of  Georgia,  where  he  fought  no  battles. 
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The  European  diseases,  which  the  natives  inherited  from  the 
Spaniards,  served,  also,  to  thin  their  population.  Again,  the 
constant  bloody  wai-s  in  which  they  ’^^■ere  engaged  afterwards, 
among  each  other,  still  further  reduced  their  numbei's.  And 
while  the  bloody  Spaniards  were  wandering  over  this  beauti- 
ful country,  the  Muscogees  \vere  living  upon  the  Ohio.'^  They 
heard  of  the  desolation  of  Alabama,  and  after  a long  time 
came  to  occu|»y  and  re-people  it.  The  remarkable  migration 
of  this  powerful  tribe,  and  that  of  the  Alabamas,  will  now, 
for  the  lirst  time,  be  related,  and  that,  too,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  a reliable  person,  who  must  here  be  introduced  to  the 
reader. 

lie  Clerc  Milfoil,  a young,  handsome,  and  well  educated 
Frenchman,  loft  his  native  country,  sailed  across  the  Atlantic, 
made  the  huir  of  the  Xew  England  States,  and  came,  at  length, 
to  Sa\annah.  A love  of  adventure  led  him  to  the  Creek  na- 

* Alexamlor  Mcttillivray,  whose  blood  was  Scotch,  French  and  In- 
dian, who  wa?  made  a Colonel  in  the  Biitisli  service,  afterwards  a 
Spanish  Commissary  with  the  lank  and  pay  oi’ Colonel,  then  a Brigadier 
General  by  Washington,  with  hill  pay, — a man  of  towering  intel- 
lect and  vast  iiitormalioii,  and  who  ruled  the  Creek  country  for  a quarter 
of  a cciituiy, — '>btained  the  information  that  the  Creeks  were  living 
upon  the  Ohio  when  De  Soto  was  here  in  1540.  He  was  informed, 
upon  the  best  traditional  auibotity,  that  the  Creek  Indians  then  heard  of 
De  Soto,  and  the  stnmge  people  with  him  ; and,  that,  like  those  whom 
they  had  seen  in  Mexico,  they  Inul  “ hair  over  their  bodies,  and  carried 
thunder  and  lightning  in  ilieir  hands.” 
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tion,  and  in  ^lay,  1776,  he  arrived  at  the  great  town  of 
Coweta,  situated  on  the  Chattahoochee  river,  two  miles  below 
the  present  city  of  Columbus.  There  he  became  acquainted 
with  Colonel  iMcGillivray,  the  great  Chieftain  of  the  nation, 
and  accompanied  him  to  the  Hickory  Ground,  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Coosa.  Fascinated  with  the  society  of  this  great  man, 
the  hospitality  of  the  Indians,  and  the  wide  held  afforded  for 
exciting  enterprise,  Milfort  resolved  to  become  a permanent 
inmate  of  ^rcGillivray’s  house,  then  situated  at  Little  Tallase, 
four  miles  above  Wetumpka.  He  married  his  sister,  w*as 
created  Tustemiggee,  or  Grand  Chit-f  of  War,  and  often  led 
Indian  expeditions  against  the  Whig  population  of  Geoi'gia, 
during  the  American  Levolutioii  A tine  writer,  and  much  of 
an  antiquarian,  he  employed  some  of  his  leisure  hours  in  pre- 
paring a histoiy  of  the  Creeks.  Leinaining  in  the  nation 
twenty  years,  he  resolved  to  return  to  France.  In  1790  he 
sailed  from  rhiladclphia,  and  it  was  not  lung  before  he  was 
among  tlie  gay  people  from  whom  he  had  so  long  been  absent. 
Bonaparte,  at  length,  heard  of  this  adventurous  man,  and 
honored  him  with  an  aialienee.  He  desired  to  engage  his 
services  in  forming  alliances  with  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi 
Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  stivjigtln-ning  his  Louisiana  pos- 
sessions. But,  tinally  giving  uj)  those  possessions,  and  turning 
his  whole  attention  to  the  wars  in  wliieh  he  wits  deeply  en- 
gaged with  the  allied  powers,  he  still  retained  Milfort,  con- 
ferring u}>on  liim  the  pay  and  rank  of  (Icneral  of  Brigade, 
but  without  active  employnn-nt.  In  the  meantime.  General 
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Miltbrt  bf)d  published  his  work  upon  the  Creek  Indians.'*'  In 
1814,  bis  bouse  wiis  attacked  by  a party  of  Russians,  who 
had  beard  of  bis  daring  ^exploits  in  assisting  to  re})cl  the  allied 
invaders.  He  banicad'-d  it,  and  defended  himself  with  despe- 
ration. Ilis  French  wife  assisted  him  to  load  his  guns.  At 
length  he  was  rescued  by  a troop  of  grenadiers.  Shortly  after 
this.  General  iMilfort  closed,  by  death,  a career  which  had  been 
full  of  event  in  the  savage  as  well  as  the  ci\ilized  world. 
Ilis  wife,  at  an  advanced  age,  was  recently  burned  to  death 
in  her  own  house  at  Rheims.f 

"When  Milfort  arrived  among  the  Creeks,  the  old  men  often 
spoke  of  their  ancestors,  and  they  exhibited  to  him  strands  of 
pearl  which  contained  their  history  and  constituted  their  ar- 
chives. U}>on  their  arrangement  depended  their  signitication ; 
and  only  principal  events  were  thus  preserved.  One  of  their 
chaplets  sometimes  related  the  liistory  of  thirty  years.  Each 
year  was  rapidly  distinguished  by  those  who  understood 
them.  The  old  men,  tlierefore,  with  the  assistance  of  these 
singular  records  and  strong  memories,  were  enabled  to  impart 
to  Milfort  a correct  tradition,  the  substance  of  which  we  give-l 

Hernando  Cortez,  with  some  Spanish  troops,  landed  at 
Vera  Cruz,  in  1510.  He  fought  his  way  thence  to  the  City 

♦ Memuire  ou  coup  d’ail  r;ipide  sur  nies  difi'crens  voyages  et  nion 
eejour  dans  la  nation  Creek,  by  Le  Clerc  Mill'ort,  Tastanegry  ou  Grand 
Clid  de  Guerre  de  la  nation  Creek  ut  General  de  Brigade  ou  service  do 
la  lu  j.ublique  Ftaneais*'.  A I’aris. . I60g. 
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CHAPTER  of  Mexico.  In  the  meantime,  l\foiiteziuna  had  assembled  his 
forces  from  all  Tcirts  of  his  empire  to  exterminate  the  invad- 
ers.  The  Muscog'ees  then  formed  a separate  republic  on  the 
north-west  of  iUexico.  Ilitliorto  invincible  in  war,  they  now  ral- 
lied to  his  aid.  ongaging  in  tlie  defence  of  that  greatest  of  abori- 
ginal cities.  At  length  Cortez  was  successful — Montezuma 
was  killed,  his  government  overthrown,  and  tliousands  of  his 
subjects  put  to  the  s;word.  Having  lost  many  of  their  own 
warriors,  and  unwilling  to  live  in  a countiy  conquered  by  for- 
eign assassins,  the  Muscogees  de-tormined  to  seek  some  other 
land.  The  whole  tribe  took  u|)  the  line  of  march,  and  conti- 
1520  nued  eastward  until  they  struck  the  sources  of  the  lied  river. 
Tlie  route  lay  over  vast  ]>rairi'js,  alxjunding  with  wild  animals 
anel  fruits,  whicli  atlbrded  tliem  all  the  means  of  subsistence. 
In  jouriieying  down  the  b:mk<  of  the  lied  riNcr,  they  di'^cov- 
ered  salt  lakes  and  poiuh,  whieh  were  covered  with  fowl  of 
even*  description.  Consuming  months  up(.m  tlie  journey, 
they  finally  reached  a large  forest,  in  whicli  they  encamped. 
The  young  men,  sent  in  advance  to  explore  the  country,  re- 
turned in  a month,  and  announced  the  discovery  of  a forest 
on  the  lianks  of  the  lied  river,  in  which  were  beautiful  sub- 
teiTanean  habitations.  Marching  thither,  they  found  that 
these  caves  had  lx*en  made  by  butl'alo  and  other  animals  who 
came  there  to  lick  the  cartli,  wliicli  was  impregnated  with 
salt.  A town  was  hero  laid  out,  houses  eoii-trucH'd,  an  ex- 
tensive lieM  enclosed,  and  com,  which  they  Itad  brought  with 
them,  planted.  Subsisting  by  the  chase  and  the  products  of 
the  eartli,  they  passed  here  several  years  in  health  and  trail- 
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quillity.  IHiit  even  in  this  remote  retreat  tlicv  eventually 
found  those  ^^■ho  would  molest  them.  The  xVlahamas,  who 
seem  also  to  have  been  wandering  from  the  west,  attacked  a 
party  of  Mu^cogees,  who  were  hunting,  and  killed  several  of 
them.  The  Muscogees  abandoned  their  tovrn,  which  they 
believed  diil  not  afford  them  sufficient  protection  from  the 
buff'alo  and  human  foes.  They  resumed  their  march  in  the 
direction  of  the  cam})s  of  the^  xUabamas,  upon  whom  they 
had  resolved  to  bo  re^■enged.  Traversing  immense  plains, 
they  reached  a grove  on  the  Missouri  river,  having  sliaj>ed 
their  coiu-se  in  a northern  direction  from  tlieir  last  settlement. 
Here  tliey  came  upon  the  footprints  of  the  xVlabamas.  The 
most  aristocratic  among  the  Muscogees,  called  the  Family  of 
the  Wind,  passed  the  muddy  river  first.  They  were  followed 
by  tlie  Family  of  the  Bear  ; then  by  that  of  the  Tiger  ; and 
tlius,  till  the  humblest  of  the  tribe  had  crossed  over.  Hesuin- 
ing  the  march,  tlie  young  warrioi-s  and  the  Chiefs  frirned 
the  advanced  guard  ; tlie  old  men  were  placed  in  the  rear,  and 
those  of  an  age  less  advanced  on  the  fiaiiks,  while  the  women 
and  children  occu]>ied  the  centre.  Coming  within  the  neighbor- 
hood ot  the  enemy,  the  main  party  halted,  while  the  Tuste- 
nuggee  or  Grand  Chii  t of  ar,  at  the  head  of  the  voung  war- 
rior's, advanced  to  the  attack.  The  Alabamas,  temporarily 
dv,  i-llingin  subterranean  habitations,  were  taken  by  sur|)rise, 
:uid  many  ot  them  slain.  Forced  to  abandon  this  })lace,  and 
retreat  tioin  the  victors,  they  did  not  rally  again  until  thoy 
liad  fil'd  a great  distance  down  on  the  eastern  side  of  tlie 
Missouri.  Atte-r  a time  they  were  overtaken,  NNhen  several 
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bloody  engagements  ensued.  The  Miiscogees  were  triumph- 
ant, and  the  vanquished  retreated  in  terror  and  dismay  to  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi.  The  enemy  again  coming  upon  them 
■with  invincible  charges,  precipitated  many  of  them  into  the 
river.  Thus,  alternately  hgliting,  constructing  new  towns,  and 
again  breaking  up  their  last  establishments,  these  two  war- 
like tribes  gradually  reached  the  Oliio  river,  and  proceeded 
along  its  banks  almost  to.  the  'Wabash.^'  Here,  for  a 
lono-  time,  the  ISfuscoixees  resided,  and  lost  sight  of  the 
Alabamas,  who  had  establishe<l  themselves  upon  the  Yazoo, 
and  were  there  living  when  l >e  Soto,  in  1541,  attacked  their 
fortress.!  The  Muscogees  abandoned  their  home  in  the 
north-western  province  of  Mexico  about  the  period  of  1520, 
had  consumed  fifteen  years  in  reaching  the  Ohio,  and 
were  there  residing  wlien  the  S[)ani>Ii  invasion  occurred. 
How  long  they  occupied  that  country  Milfort  does  not  in- 
form us ; but  ho  states  that  tlew  finally  crossed  the  Ohio  and 
Tennessee,  and  settled  upon  the  Yazoo — thus  continuing  to 
pursue  the  unfortun.ato  Alabamas.  T>elighted  with  the  genial 
climate,  the  abundance  of  fruit  and  game  with  which  it 
abounded,  they  established  towns  upon  the  Yazoo,  constructed 
subterranean  habitations,  and  for  -S<»me  years  pii'^sed  their 
time  most  agreeably.  It  is  ])iol»ablo  the  Alabamas  had  fled 
before  their  arrival,  f>r  the  Spaniards  had  so  thinned  the 
numU-r  of  the  latter  that  it  was  folly  to  resist  the  Muscogees, 
who  had  coiitpiorcd  them  when  they  wore  much  stronger. 


* Milfort,  pp.  031-259.  f (^iher  Imliiin  traditieiis  in  my  possession. 
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states  tliat  +he  Alabamas  finally  advanced  to  the  river  chapter 

\vhich  now  bears  tlieir  anme.  Here,  finding  a region  charming 

. , , . . . . 1 Bart  2. 

in  chmate,  rich  in  soi',  convenient  in  navigation,  and  remote 

iVom  llie  country  of  their  enemies,  tliey  made  permanent  es- 
{abli<]imcnts,  from  the  confluence  of  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa 
some  distance  down  the  Alabama. 

Ih-nu-mbcriiig  how  often  they  had  been  surprised  by  the 
Muscugees,  and  how  insecure  from  their  attacks  was  e\en  a 
di>tant  retreat,  the  Alabamas  sent  forth  young  warriors  west- 
%vard,  to  see  if  their  foes  were  still  wandering  upon  their  heels. 

It  }ia})pencd  that  a parly  of  the  latter  were  reconnoitering  east- 
ward. 'I'hcy  met.  fought,  and  some  of  the  Muscogees  were 
killed.  In  the  meantime,  the  latter  tiibe  had  learned  what 
a delightful  country  was  occupied  by  the  Alabamas,  and  this 
ih-w  rnitrage,  coupled  with  a desire  to  go  farther  south-east, 
iiidueed  them  to  break  up  their  establishments  upon  the 
^’azoo.  AYithout  o})}iosition  tlie  Muscogees  took  possession 
of  the  lands  upon  the  Alabama,  and  also  those  upon  the 
Coo<a  and  TaUai)00sa.  The  Alabamas  fled  in  all  directions,  Suppos^ti to 

lio  ill  liJA) 

Set-king  asylums  among  the  Choctaws  and  other  tribes. 

training  a firm  footing  in  the  new  region,  enjoying  good 
hi-alili,  and  increasing  in  pojnilation,  the  iMuscogees  advanced 
to  the  ( ‘ekmulgee,  Oconee,  and  ( )geehee,  and  even  establislied 
a town  v.here  now  reposes  the  beautiful  city  of  Augusta. 

it!i  the  Indians  of  the  present  State  of  Georgia,  they  Iiad 
c»'mbat>,  i.ut  overcome  them.  I’ushing  on  their  coii4Uest>, 
tie  y r>-<lue«-d  a warlike  tribe  called  the  Uchees,  lowt-r  down 
uj-on  the  Savannah,  and  brought  the  prisonei's  in  slavery  to 
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CHAPTER  the  Chattahoochie."^'  In  1 822,  the  Big-  Warrior,  who  then  ruled 
the  Creek  confederacy,  confirmed  tliis  tradition,  even  goino; 

P&rt  2 

further  back  tlian  Milfort, — taking  tlie  Muscogees  from  Asia, 
bringing  them  over  the  Pacific,  landing  them  near  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien,  and  conducting  them  from  tlience  to  this  country. 
“My  ancestors  were  a mighty  people.  After  they  reached 
the  waters  of  the  Alabama  and  took  jtossession  of  all  tliis 
country,  they  went  furtlier, — concpiered  the  tribes  upon  the 
Cliattahoochie,  and  ujion  all  the  rivers  from  thence  to  the 
Savannah, — yes,  and  even  wliipped  the  Indians  then  living  in 
the  territory  of  South-Carolina,  and  wiested  much  of  their 
country  from  them.’’  The  Big  Warrior  concluded  this  sen- 
tence with  great  exultation,  vlnui  Mr.  Compere,  to  whom  he 
was  speaking,  interposed  an  unfortunate  question  : — “If  tliis 
is  tlie  way  your  ancestors  aequiri-d  all  tin*  territory  now  lying 
1822  in  Ceorgia,  how  can  you  blame  the  American  po[)ulatioii  in 
that  State  for  endeavoring  to  take  it  from  you  Xe^er  after 
that  could  the  worthy  missionary  extract  a solitary  item  from 
the  Chieftain,  in  relation  to  the  history  of  his  people.f 

*Mi!foi  t,  pj).  Durtram’s  'i'ravc-ls  in  Florida,  pp.  5.3,  54,  4G4. 

Also  traditional  \!S.  nnto>  in  iny  posrcssiun. 

fKov.  Lee  C'oinpoif's  MS.  noles,  in  iny  possession.  This  genile- 
inan  was  horn  in  Eiurlaiid,  (mi  N<»v.  3d,  IT'.Mi.  {L>  came  to  South 
Carolina  m LSIT.  Thr  Bapti-t  .Mi<si(.iiary  Doaid  ami  tliat  ot'the  (4cne- 
ral  Convention,  simt  him  as  a missionary  to  the  Creek  nation  in 
He  and  his  wile.  wht>  wa.-^  an  Eiuili.-h  lady,  re-utal  at  Tookabatclia 
(the capital)  si.x  years.  .Mr.  taiinpore  maile  but  little  progress  towards  the 
•conver.'^ion  ot  the  Creek-',  owing  to  the  opposition  of  the  Chiefs  to  the 
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Sometime  after  these  conquests,  t]ie  Frencli  estal)lis]ied 
themselves  at  Idobile.  flie  Alabamas,  scattered  as  we  have 
seen,  and  made  to  dee  before  superior  luiiiibei's,  became 
desirous  to  place  tlicmsolvTS  under  their  protection.  Anxious 
to  cultivate  a good  understanding  with  all  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  heal  old  animosities  existing  among  them,  the  French 
caused  an  interview  between  the  Chiefs  of  the  Alabamas  and 
those  of  the  Muscogees,  at  Mobile.  In  the  presence  of  M. 
Ihenville,  the  Commandant  of  that  place,  a peace  was  made, 
^shieh  has  not  since  lieen  violated.  The  Alabamas  re- 
turned to  their  towns,  u[)on  the  river  of  that  name,  wliich 
were  c.allcd  Coosawda,  Econchate,  Pauuocte,  Towassau  and 
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Autauga,  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  eml -racing  a 


country  from  the  jimotioii  of  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa,  for 
toilv  miles  down.  They  consented  to  become  members  of 


the  Muscogee  confederacy,  and  to  observe*  their  national  laws, 
but  >tijtulatcd  to  retain  tlieir  ancient  maimers  and  customs. 

Not  long  afterwards,  the  Ibokabatchas,  who  had  nearlv 
b<*en  destroyed  hy  tlie  Iro<piois  and  Iliirons,  wandei'(*d  from 
the  fdiio  country,  and  obtained  permis'^ion  from  the  iMn:icogees 
to  t'-nn  a part  ()t  their  nation.  Tlicv  were  willinglv  recei\ed 


t!on  u{  p iinit;vo  eustoins.  He  was  a learned  man  and  a respcct- 
X w r:t-‘r.  He  Inrnished  the  Indian  Bureau,  al  Wa-liinet-m,  with  a 
' u vueahuiary  of  ilie  Muscogee  language,  ami  al-o  the  L<nai’s 

i « r,  ••)!!  ot  which  is  published  in  the  11  th  vol.  ot  “Tran.-aetions  <>t  the 
Am.-ncan  Am.-powiau  Society,”  Cambridge,  Ic.dC,  pp.  .‘JM-l-J”.  In 
1 .bl.  { tU.rii  heard  .Mr.  ( ornpere  ;md  his  wife  siiii:  bciuithiil  h)iim>  in 
the  ( feck,  toiieue.  He  lives  in  the  Slate  of  .Mi-'.-i.-sippi. 
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by  the  cunning  ^[uscogees,  who  were  anxious  to  gain  all  the 
strength  they  could,  to  prevent  the  encroachments  of  the 
Plnglish  from  South-Carolina.  Upon  the  ruins  of  the  western 
Tallase,  where  De  Soto  encamped  twenty  days,  the  Tooka- 
hatchas  built  a town  and  gave  it  their  name.^' 

1759 
Jaiy  27 

The  Tookabatchas  brought  with  them  to  the  Tallapoosa 
some  curious  brass  plates,  the  origin  and  objects  of  which 
have  much  puzzled  the  Americans  of  our  day,  who  have  seen 
them.  Such  -information  respecting  them  as  has  tallen  into 
our  possession,  will  be  given.  (Jn  tlie  2Uh  July,  1750,  at  the 
Tookabatcha  square.  AVilliam  Babover,  a British  trader,  made 
inquiries  concerning  their  ancient  relics,  of  an  old  Indian  Cliief 
named  Bracket,  near  an  hundred  years  of  age.  There  were 
two  plates  of  l>rass  and  live  of  copj>er.  The  Indians  esteemed 
them  so  much,  that  they  were  preserved  in.  a pri\  atc  place, 
known  only  to  a few  Chiefs,  to  whom  they  were  annually 
entrusted.  They  were  never  brought  to  light  but  once  in  a 
year,  and  that  was  iq»on  the  occasion  of  the  tireen  Corn  Cele- 
bration, when,  on  the  fourth  day,  they  were  introduced  in 
what  was  termed  the  ‘‘  brass  jilate  dance.”  Then  e>ne  of  the 
high  Pro]»hets  carri<-d  one  before  him,  under  his  arm,  ahead 
of  the  dancers — next  to  him  the  head  M arrior  carried  another, 
and  then  others  fdlowod  with  the  I'-maindt'r,  bearing  aloft,  at 
tlie  same  time,  x\hite  canes,  with  the  feathei-s  of  the  swan  at 
the  tops. 

pp.  3G3-0G6. 
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i!^liape  of  llie  five  copper  plates  : one  a 
foot  and  a half  long,  and  seven  inches 
vide;  the  otlier  four  a little  shorter  and 
narrower. 


Sliape  of  the  two  Brass  plates  : eigh- 
teen inches  in  diameter,  about  the  thick- 
ness of  a dollar,  and  stamped  as  e.xhibited 
upon  tlie  face. 


I'ormerly,  the  Tookabatcha  tribe  had  many  more  of  these 
rrlic-.s,  ot  dith'ient  sizes  and  shapes,  with  letter's  and  inscriptions 
n]M:>n  them,  which  were  given  to  their  ancestors  by  the  Cb-eat 
Sj.irit,  who  instructed  them  that  they  were  only  to  be 
haixll.'.l  by  particular  men,  who  must  at  the  moment  be  cn- 
g i-f'*d  in  laNting,  and  that  no  unclean  woman  must  be  sntfered 
oum*  near  them  or  the  place  where  they  were  de})Osited. 
l*ra<  *a‘t  turiher  related,  that  several  of  these  plates  wei'C 
• u biiri*'<l  under  the  Micco’s  cabin  in  Tookabatcha,  and 
liad  lain  tiif-iv  cwor  since  the  first  settkmient  of  the  town  ; 
tli.it  i-*rmi-tiy  it  w;is  the  custom  to  })lace  one  or  more  of  them 
in  tin*  irr.iv.-  by  tlm  sid<‘  of  a deceased  C'hief  of  the  jnire 
I iA'>ial*at«  h;i  i»load  , and  that  no  other  Indians  in  the  whole 
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CHAPTER  Creek  nation  had  such  sacred  relics.'^  Similar  accounts  of 
these  plates  were  obtained  from  four  other  British  traders, 

Part  2. 

1759  rilost  eminent  trading  house  of  all  English  Ameri’ca.”f 

July  27  Tookabatcha  became,  in  later  times,  the  capitol 

of  the  Creek  nation ; and  rnariy  reliable  citizens  of  Alabama 
have  seen  these  mysterious  pieces  at  the  Green  Corn  Dances, 
upon  which  occlusions  they  were  used  precisel}'  as  in  the  more 
ancient  days.|  'When  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  in  the 
autumn  of  183G,  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  their  present 
home  in  the  Arkansas  Territory,  these  plates  were  transported 
thence  by  six  Indians,  remarkable  for  their  sobriety  and  moral 
character,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  the  Chief,  Sj>oke-oak,  Micco. 
Medicine,  made  exjiressly  for  their  safe  transportation,  was 
carried  along  by  these  warriors.  Each  one  had  a jdate 
strapped  behind  his  back,  enveloped  nicely  in  buckskin.  They 
1836  carried  nothing  else,  but  marched  on,  one  before  the  other,  the 
whole  distance  to  Arkansas,  neither  communicating  nor  con- 
versing with  a soul  but  themselves,  although  several  thousands 
were  emigrating  in  company  ; and  walking,  with  a solemn 


* Adair’s  “ American  Indians,”  pp.  17S-171). 
t Adair’s  “ American  Indians,”  p.  179. 

t Convorsatioii.s  with  T.aronl  Dubois,  .Vhialiam  Mordecai,  .lames 
Jloore,  Caj)!.  William  Walker,  Lacklan  Duraiit,  Mrs.  Sophia  .McCoinl), 
and  other  persons,  who  stated  that  the.se  plates  had  Roman  charaeter.s 
upon  them,  as  well  as  they  could  determine  from  the  rapid  glanct's 
which  tliey  could  occasionally  bestow  upon  them,  while  tlioy  were 
being  used  in  the  “ brass  plate  dance.” 
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relij^oiis  air,  one  mile  in  advance  of  the  others.^  Ilow  much 
tlieir  march  resembled  tliat  of  the  ancient  Trojans,  b'-aring  off 
tlicir  lii'U.sehoid  god.s  ! Another  tradition  is,  that  the  Sliaw- 
necs  gave,  these  plates  to  the  Tookabatchas,  as  tokens  of  their 
frifiehh.i^',  ^vith  an  injunction  that  they  would  annually  intro- 
duc»*  them  in  their  religious  observance  of  the  new  corn  season. 
Ihit  the  opinion  of  Opothleoholo,  one  of  the  most  gifted  Chiefs 
of  the  modern  Creeks,  Vt'ent  to  corroborate  the  general  tradi- 
leui  that  th(*y  were  gifts  from  the  Great  Spirit.!  It  will  he 
r^  colK'ctcd  that  our  alx>rigines,  in  the  time  of  De  Soto,  under-* 
‘‘tiHHi  the  use  of  coj)pei,  and  that  hatchets  and  ornaments 
^^^•re  made  of  that  metal.  The  ancient  Indians  may  have 
made  them,  and  engraved  upon  their  face  hierogly}>hics, 
which  were  supposed,  from  tlie  glance  only  permitted  to  be 
given  tliem.  to  be  Roman  characters.  An  intelligent  Xew- 
}. Icelander,  named  Barent  Ilubois,  who  had  long  lived  among 
tht‘  'i’uokabatohas,  believed  that  these  plates  originally  formed 
s<une  ]>ortion  of  the  armor  or  nmsical  instruments  of  De  Soto, 
and  that  the  Indians  stole  tliem,  as  tlicy  did  the  shields,  in 
tin-  I'alladega  country,  and  hence  he  accounts  for  the  Roman 
h tt.-n-  on  them.  We  give  no  opinion,  but  leave  the  reader 
to  ih  termine  tor  himself — having  discharged  our  duty  by 
I i.i-  ing  ail  the  available  evidence  before  him. 

Ihc  n'putation  which  the  Mu<cogee.s  liad  acquired  for 
"•tp  ir^ih  and  a warlike  spirit,  induced  other  tribes  wlio  had  bc- 

• ( '>rr.  t r.-ations  Parent  Dubois. 

f CuKvei-alions  with  Opothleoholo  in  lt.33 
0* 
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come  weak  to  seek  an  asylum  among  them.  The  Tiiskegees 
wandered  down  into  East  Alabama,  were  received  with  open 
arms,  and  permitted  to  occupy  the  territory  immediately  in  the 
fork  of  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa.  Upon  the  east  bank  of 
the  former,  a town  was  erected  and  called  after  the  name  of 
the  tribe.  Sometime  after  this,  the  French  fort,  Toulouse, 
was  built  here;  and,  one  hundred  years  aftcTwards,  Fort  Jack- 
son  was  placed  upon  the  same  foundation  by  the  Ameiicans. 

A tribe  of  Ozeailles  came  at  the  same  time,  and  were 
located  eighteen  miles  above,  on  a beautiful  plain,  through 
which  meandered  a fine  creek.*  A large  tribe  of  Uchees, 
made  prisoners  and  brought  to  Cusseta,  upon  the  Chattahoo- 
chie,  not  long  afterwards,  were  lilxwated  and  assigned  resi- 
dences upon  the  creeks  which  bear  their  name,  flowing 
through  the  eastern  [lortion  of  the  county  of  Russell.  Or, 
uj)on  the  authority  of  Col.  Hawkins,  the  Uchees,  formerly 
living  upon  the  Sa\annah  in  small  \illages  at  Ponpon,  Salt- 
ketchers  and  Silver  Plutf,  and  also  upon  the  Ogechee,  were 
continually  at  war  with  the  Creeks,  Cherokees  and  Cataubas ; 
but  in  1720,  an  old  Chief  of  Cusseta,  called  Captain  Ellick, 
married  throe  Uchee  women  and  brought  them  to  Cusseta, 
which  greatly  displeased  his  friends.  Their  oj»position  deter- 
mined him  to  move  tVoin  Cusseta.  With  tliroe  of  his  broth- 
ers, two  of  whom  also  had  Uchee  wives,  he  settled  upon  the 
Uchee  creek.  Afterwards  he  cullected  all  that  tribe,  and  with 
them  formed  there  a distinct  community,  which,  however. 
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becp.me  amenable,  mfionally,  to  the  government  of  the  Miisco-  chapter 
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get's.^' 


In  ] T20,  the  Natchez  massacred  the  French  at  Fort  Rosa- 
lie, now  the  site  of  the  city  of  Natchez,  and  were  in  turn  over- 
fKjwi-red,  and  many  of  them  made  slaves,  while  others  escaped 
to  the  Coosa.  In  the  Talladega  country,  they  built  two  towns, 
OTIC  called  Xatclie  and  the  other  Abecouche.  Thus  a branch 
of  tlie  Natchez  also  became  membei’s  of  the  Muscogee  confed- 
eracy. At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  "War,  a party  of 
Savannahs  came  from  that  river  in  company  with  some  Shaw- 
ne«‘S.  fr.»rn  Fh'trida,  and  formed  a town  on  the  east  side  of  the 
T;iilapo<;>sa,  called  Souvanogee ; upon  the  ruins  of  which  the 
Arnencans,  in  1 819,  established  the  village  of  Augusta — no 
remains  of  which  now  exist.  Souvanogee  was  laid  out  in 
cohf  »rmity  v.  Itli  their  usages  and  halhts,  which  they  retained  ; 
but  they  willingly  came  under  the  national  government  of  the 
confederacy  .f 

I'hiH  did  the  Muscogee  confederacy  gain  strength,  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  migration  of  broken  tribes.  When  the 
Kiujlish  becjan  to  ex})lore  their  country,  and  to  transport  goods 
into  all  parts  of  it,  they  gave  all  tlie  inhabitants,  collectively, 
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* '■  sketch  of  the  Creek  Country  in  1793-1799,”  by  Benjamin  Ilaw- 
kui-,  {.p.  Cl,  ()2.  03. 

•V  "O.  'traditional  notes  in  my  possession,  taken  from  the 

I jM  of  s:j.  li  rountrymen. 

t M I'p.  “ Sketch  of  the  Creek  Country,”  by  Haw- 

kiii",  p.  31.  Aho,  conversations  with  Indian  countrymen. 
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the  name  of  the  “Creeks,”  on  account  of  the  many  beautiful 
nvei’s  and  sti-eams  wliich  flowed  through  their  extensive  do- 
main.^ By  that  name  they  will,  in  the  future  ])ages  of  this 
liistory,  be  called. 

The  Creek  woman  was  short  in  stature,  but  well  formed. 
Her  cheeks  were  rather  high,  but  lier  features  were  generally 
regular  and  pretty.  Her  brow  was  high  and  arched,  her 
eye  largo,  black  and  languishing,  expressive  of  modesty  and 
diffidence.  Her  feet  and  hands  were  small,  and  the  latter 
exquisitely  shaped.  The  warrior  was  larger  than  the  ordinary 
race  of  Euroi:)eaus,  often  above  six  feet  in  height,  but  was  in- 
variably well  formed,  erect  in  his  carriage,  and  graceful  in 
every  movement.  They  were  proud,  haughty  and  arrogant ; 
brave  and  valiant  in  war ; ambitious  of  compiest;  restless,  and 
perpetually  exercising  their  arms,  yet  magnanimous  and  mer- 
ciful to  a vanquished  Indian  enemy  who  afterwards  sought  their 
friendshij)  and  j^rotection.f  Encountering  fatigue  with  ease, 
they  were  great  travellei-s,  and  sometimes  went  three  or  four 
hundred  leagues  on  a hunting  expedition.  “ Formerly  they 
were  cruel,  but  at  the  present  d.ay  they  are  brave,  yet  peace- 
able, when  not  forced  to  abandon  their  character.”]; 

Like  all  other  Indians  they  were  fond  of  ornaments,  which 
consisted  of  stones,  beads,  wampum,  j>orcupine  quills,  eagles’ 
feathers,  beautiful  plumes,  and  eai-rings  of  various  des- 
criptions. The  higher  classes  were  often ‘fantastic  in  their 
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wearing  apparel.  Somctlme.s  a warrior  put  on  a ruffled  shirt 
of  tine  linen,  and  went  out  with  no  other  garment  except  a 
flap  of  blue  broadcloth,  with  bushins  made  of  the  same.  The 
stillapica  or  moccasin,  embroidered  with  beads,  adorned  the 
feel  of  the  better  classes.  ]\fantles  of  good  broadcloth,  of  a 
blue  or  scarlet  color,  decorated  with  fringe  and  lace,  and  hung 
with  round  silver  or  brass  buttons,  were  worn  by  those  who 
could  atibrd  them.  When  they  desired  to  be  particularly  gay, 
v<*rmilion  was  freely  ap[>lied  to  the  face,  neck  and  arms. 
Again,  the  skin  was  often  inscribed  with  liieroglyphics,  and 
representations  of  the  sun,  moon,  stai-s  and  vai-ious  animals.* 
liiis  \va>  performed  by  puncturing  the  parts  with  gar’s-teeth, 
and  rubbing  in  a dye  made  of  the  drippings  of  rich  pine  roots. 
These  characters  were  inscribed  during  youth,  and  frequently 
iti  rn  inliood,  every  time  that  a warrior  distinguished  himself 
in  slaying  the  enemy.  Hence,  when  he  was  unfortunately 
taken  prisoner,  he  was  sevei'ely  punished  in  proportion  to  the 
marks  upon  his  skin,  liy  which  he  was  known  to  have  shed 
the  blood  of  many  of  the  kindred  of  those  into  whose  hands 
he  had  fallen.f  The  Creeks  wore  many  ornaments  of  silver. 
Crescents  or  gorgets,  very  massive,  suspended  around  the  neck 
by  ribbons,  rejiosed  upon  the  breast,  while  the  arms,  lingers, 
hats,  and  even  sometimes  the  necks,  had  silver  bands  around 
them. 

'i’iie  female  wore  a petticoat  which  reached  to  the  middle 
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CHAPTER  of  lif'r  leg.  A waistcoat  or  wrapper,  made  of  calico,  printed 
linen,  or  line  cloth,  ornamented  with  lace  and  beads,  enveloped 
the  npper  part  of  the  body.  They  never  wore  boots  or- stock- 
ings, but  their  buskins  reached  to  the  middle  of  the  leg.  Their 
hair,  black,  long  and  rather  coarse,  was  plaited  in  wreaths, 
and  ordinarily  turned  up  and  fastened  to  the  crown  with  a 
silver  band.  This  description  of  dress  and  ornaments  were 
1777  worn  only  by  the  better  classes.  The  others  were  more  upon 
the  primitive  Indian  order.  They  were  fond  of  music, 
both  vocal  and  instrunKUital ; but  the  instruments  they  used 
were  of  an  inferior  kind,  such  as  the  tambour,  rattle-gourd, 
and  a kind  of  flute,  made  of  the  joint  of  a cane  or  the  tibia 
of  the  dc-er’s  leg.  Dancing  wiis  ])ractised  to  a great  extent, 
and  they  employed  an  endless  variety  of  steps.^' 

Their  most  manly  and  important  game  was  the  “ ball 
j)lay.”  It  was  the  most  exciting  and  inteivsting  game  imagi- 
nable, and  was  the  admiration  of  all  the  curious  and  learn- 
ed travellers  who  witnessed  it.  The  warriors  of  oue  town 
challenired  those  of  anothei-,  and  they  agreed  to  meet  at  one 

o 'VO 

town,  or  the  other,  as  may  have  been  decided.  For  several 
days  previous  lo  the  time,  those  who  intended  to  engage  in 
the  amusement,  took  medicine,  as  though  they  were  going  to 
war.  The  night  immediately  preceding  was  spent  in  dancing 
and  other  ceremonious  prej-aratioiis.  < >n  the  morning  of  the 
play,  they  painted  and  decoratctl  themselves.  In  the  meantime, 
the  news  had  spread  abroad  in  the  neigld>oring  towns,  which 
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collected,  at  the  place  designated,  an  immense  concourse  of  chapter 
men,  women  and  cliildren — the  young  and  the  gay — the  old 
and  the  grave, — together  with  hundreds  of  ponies,  Indian  mer- 
chandize, extra  weaihig  apparel,  and  various  articles  brought 
there  to  .stake  upon  the  result. 

The  players  were  all  nearly  naked,  wearing  only  a piece  of 
chith  calh'd  riaje"’  They  advanced  towards  the  immense  plain 
ujKtu  which  they  were  presently  to  exhibit  astonishing  feats  of 
streiigth  autl  aphty.  From  eighty  to  a hundred  men  were  usu- 
aliv  0!i  a si<ie.  They  now  appi’oached  each  other,  and  were  lirst 
scs-n  at  tlie  distance  of  a quarter  of  a mile  apart,  but  their  war 
.s-.!5gs  atid  yells  had  previously  ]>een  heard.  Intense  excitement 
a'id  auxi*'ty  was  depicted  upon  the  countenances  of  the  im- 
mense throng  of  spectatoi's.  Presently  the  parties  appeared 
in  f'dl  trot,  as  if  about  to  encounter  fiercely  in  fight.  They 
met  and  soon  became  intermingled  together,  dancing  and 
.stamping  while  a dreadful  artillery  of  noise  and  shouts  went 
uj>  and  rent  the  air.  An  awful  silence  then  succeeded.  The 
j'layers  retired  from  each  other,  and  fell  back  one  hundred 
and  fitly  yards  from  tlie  centre.  Thus  they  wure  three  hun- 
dred \ards  apart.  In  the  centre  were  erected  two  poles, 

K'tween  which  the  ball  must  pass  to  count  one.  Every  war- 
rior was  provided  wdth  two  rackets  or  hurls,  of  singular 
Cun'-’. ruction,  r.“;embhng  a ladle  or  hoop-net  with  handles 
iicearly  three  feet  long.  The  handle  was  of  wood,  and  the 
netting  ot  the  thong-s  of  raw'  hide  or  the  tendons  of  an  animal, 
i he  j.lay  wjis  commenced  by  a ball,  covered  with  buckskin, 
being  throw  n in  the  air.  The  j)layers  rushed  together  with  a 
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mighty  shock,  and  he  v/ho  caught  tlie  ball  l)etwcen  his  two 
rackets,  ran  off  with  it  and  hurled  it  again  in  the  air,  endea- 
voring to  t'lrow  it  between  the  poles  in  the  direction  of'  the 
town  to  which  he  belonged.  They  seized  hold  of  each  others’ 
limb'^  and  hair,  tumbled  each  other  over,  tirst  trampled  upon 
those  that  were  down,  and  did  every  thing  to  obtain  the  ball, 
and  afterwards  to  make  him  who  had  it,  drop  it,  before  he 
could  make  a successful  throw.  The  game  was  usually  from 
twelve  to  twenty.  It  was  kept  up  for  hours,  and  diiihig  the 
time  the  jdayers  used  tlie  greatest  exertions,  exhibited  the 
most  infatuated  devotion  to  their  side,  were  often  severely 
hurt,  and  sometimes  killed  in  the  rough  and  unfeeling  scram- 
ble which  prevailed.  It  sometimes  lia])pened  tliat  the  inhabi- 
tants of  a town  gamed  away  all  their  ponies,  jewels,  and 
wearing  ap}>arel,  even  stri]>ping  themselves,  u]>on  tlie  issue  of 
the  ball  ]>lay.  In  the  meantime,  the  women  were  constantly 
on  the  alert  with  vessels  and  gtnuds  tilled  with  water,  watch- 
ing every  opportunity  to  supjily  the  jhiyei's.'^ 

If  a Creek  warrior  wished  to  marry,  ho  sent  his  sister,  mo- 
ther, or  some  female  relation,  to  the  female  relations  of  the 
girl  whom  he  loved.  Her  female  relations  then  consulted  the 
uncles,  and  if  none,  the  brothers  on  the  maternal  side,  avIio 
decided  upon  the  case.  If  it  w;us  an  agreeal>le  alliance,  the 
bridegroom  was  informed  of  it,  and  he  sent,  soon  after,  a blanket 
and  articles  of  clothing  to  the  female  jtart  of  the  family  of 

I'he  “ Narrative  of  ii  Mission  to  tlio  Crook  Nation,  hy  Col.  Marinas 
Willett,”  pp.  10d~ll0.  Barirarn’s  Travels,  pp.  4S2-5UG. 
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the  bride.  If  they  received  those  presents,  the  match  was  chapter 

made,  and  the  man  was  at  liberty  to  "o  to  the  house  of  his 

' . . Part  2. 

wife  as  soon  as  he  deemed  it  proper.  hen  he  I’.ad  built  a 

resid'Uice,  produced  a crop,  gathered  it  in,  made  a hunt  and 

brought  home  the  game,  aud  tendered  a general  delivery  of 

all  to  the  girl,  th<‘U  they  were  considered  man  and  wife.  iTje 

T)ivoivo  was  at  the  choice  of  either  party.  The  man,  how- 
ever, had  the  adNantage,  for  he  could  again  marry  another 
wrunan  if  ho  wished : but  the  woman  was  obliged  to  lead  a 
iifo  of  celihacv  until  the  Tloosketuh  or  Green  Corn  Dance  wtis 
over.  Marriago  gave  no  right  to  the  husband  over  the  pro- 
perty of  tlie  wife,  or  the  control  or  management  of  the  chil- 
dren which  he  might  have  by  her. 

Adultery  was  |)unished  by  the  family  of  the  husband,  who 
collected  together,  consulted  and  agreed  upon  the  course  to 
jmrsue.  One  half  of  them  then  went  to  tlio  house  of  the 
Woman,  and  the  other  half  to  the  residenco  of  the  guilty 
warrior.  Tliey  apprehended,  stripped,  and  beat  them  with 
long  p.olcs  until  they  were  insensible.  Then  they  cropped  otf 
their  ears,  and  sometimes  their  noses,  with  kniv'es,  the  edges  of 
which  were  made  rough  a)id  saw-like.  The  hair  of  the  wo- 
man was  carried  in  triumph  to  the  square.  Strange  to  say, 
tln-y  generally  recovered  from  this  inhuman  treatment.  If 
one  ol  the  otfemh  rs  escajxal,  satisfaction  was  taken  by  similar  17.^15 
jmnislmient  inllicted  u]»oii  the  nearest  relative.  If  both  of 
the  ]i;iriie>  tied  unpunished,  and  the  party  aggrieved  returned 
lioine  ;iiid  lai<l  (low  II  the  poles,  the  oilence  was  considered  >at- 
istied,  Jbit  one  fimilv  in  the  (hvek  nation  had  authority  to 
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take  up  the  poles  tlie  second  time,  and  that  was  the  Ilo-tul- 
gee,  or  family  of  the  Wind.  The  parties  might  absent  them- 
selves until  the  Boosketuli  was  ov^r,  and  then  they  were  free 
from  punishment  for  this  and  all  other  offences,  except  mur- 
der, winch  had  to  be  atoned  for  by  death  inflicted  upon  the 
guilty  one  or  his  nearest  relative.* 

The  Creeks  buried  their  dead  in  the  earth,  in  a square  pit, 
under  the  bed  where  the  deceased  lay  in  his  house.  The 
grave  was  lined  on  the  sides  with  cypress  bai-k,  like  the  curb- 
ing of  a well.  The  corpse,  before  it  became  cold,  was  drawn 
up  with  cords,  and  made  to  assume  a squatting  position ; and 
in  this  manner  it  was  jflaced  in  the  grav'c,  and  covered  with 
earth.  The  gun,  tomahawk,  pi]>e,  and  other  articles  of  the 
deceased,  were  buried  with  him.  f 

In  1111,  T’artram  toiind,  in  the  Creek  nation,  fifty  towns, 
with  a po|>ulation  of  eleven  thour^and,  which  lay  upon  the 
rivers  Coosa,  Tallapoosa,  Alabama,  Chattahooehie  and  Flint, 
and  the  prominent  creeks  wliich  flowed  into  them.  The 
Muscogee  was  the  national  language,  although,  in  some  of 
these  towns,  the  Uchee  or  Savannah,  Alabama,  Natchez  and 
Shawnee  tongues  prevailed.  But  the  Muscogee  was  called, 
by  the  tra«h‘rs,  the  mother  tongue,”  while  the  othere,  men- 
tioned, were  termed  the  “ stinkard  lingo.”]’. 

The  general  council  of  the  nation  was  alwavs  held  in  the 
principal  town,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  a large  public 


* Hawkiii.s’  “ .Sketch  of  the  Creek  Country,”  pji.  7.3-74. 

I B.artram,  pjx  al3-oi  4.  | Bart  rain’s  Travels,  pji.  4G1— 1G2. 
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square,  ^^ith  three  cahins  of  different  sizes  in  each  angle, 
making  twelve  in  all.  Four  avenues  led  into  the  square. 
Tlie  cabins,  capable  of  containing  sixty  persons  each,  were  so 
situated  that  from  one  of  them  a person  might  see  into  the 
otheis.  < >ne  belonging  to  the  Grand  Chief  fronted  tlie  rising 
sun,  t<»  remind  him  that  lie  should  watch  the  interests  of  his 
people.  Near  it  was  the  grand  cabin,  where  the  councils  were 
heU.  In  tlie  opposite  angle,  three  others  belonged  to  the  old 
rn.-n.  aiid  faced  the  setting  sun,  to  remind  them  that  they  Avere 
growing  feeble,  and  should  not  go  to  war.  In  the  two  re- 
maining eorncrs  were  tlie  cabins  of  the  different  Chiefs  of  the 
nation,  tlie  dimensions  of  wliich  were  in  proportion  to  the  rank 
and  services  of  tliose  Chiefs.  The  whole  number  in  the  S(piare 
was  painted  red,  except  those  facing  tlie  west,  which  were 
wliite,  s\ mbctlical  of  virtue  and  old  age.  The  former,  during 
war,  were  decorated  with  wooden  jiieces  sustaining  a chain  of 
rings  of  wood.  This  was  a sign  of  grief,  and  told  the  war- 
riors that  they  should  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  for  their 
country  needed  their  services.  These  chains  were  replaced  by 
garlands  of  ivy  leaves,  during  peace. 

in  the  month  of  May,  annually,  the  Chiefs  and  principal 
Imhans  a-sembled  in  the  large  square  formed  by  these  houses, 
U»  d*dilM.‘rate  upon  all  subjects  of  general  interest.  When  thev 
vv.r.,-  i.rjanized,  they  remained  in  the  sipiare  until  the  council 
broke  uj,.  II. -re  they  legislated,  eat  and  slept.  During  the 
se>.-i.,ii,  no  p.-rson,  except  the  principal  Chiefs,  could  approach 
williin  less  than  twenty  teet  of  the  grand  cabin.  The  woiiuni 
prep.ared  the  fuu<l,  an<l  dcqiosited  it  at  a ])rescribed  distance. 


CHAPTER 

II. 

Part  2.  , 

17T6 


1776 


TO 


if  31 1/fr 
.u 

.an-.  [ 

STvi 


PH  !f^/»rr?5ri^  no  nirr-'  ‘V. 


ilji)"  ,}{  '<(•  liiiw  ,<v»»0p« 

. .-•njj-;-  -.Jl  oj/iT  fv.j  -ijfrt'l  ,Wfwu  Xjn'ffJi'.m 

Mj  7l/..fsr  »;«.»•>  t/*-  ojfT 

•,.i(i  aiifi  O'-.',  h[)2/OT  n 1o  ■'•ao  ittCffi 

iiuit-yi*'' 'lii' •ft '1'v'i r > bum'y^  rnf^’o!  ' .«n<'«4^ 

<itf  \*  hj"-'* r*»hlr  Oth  fi**!-;/  i.Us’  <lh  .>.1  fiuil  Hfi<(  ..t  ,rtg« 

'<:'>vr  >;!i;uuj*-.»  Mift  G-fod/r  .ifMft'j- 'dt  aA  j/  ti'  n. ./ 
hfi.t  ?.T0t{l<v^>f5't(ir/d'i)i:n  -|<!o  f>d?  <^{  .Wvd 

oi‘)/r  7','j!f  lj;t^J  ;rr');^j  I.iiir\’...r  m .mi;-  (lijj--  vd.!  -■>  ; ,i!  *in 

~‘yi  Kjoi  'if!  isl  .iji//  ^^l  {■■'■I’nk.  ^<fr; 

'jtJr  "ro  r\  *uj ' ' ■■dl  'to  '•  'it)-, »■  ■anuim-ry. 

adj  m)  '0>|'.»ii[  (ir  doidv/  ]-.  .rMitJeii 

'd  lAiitr 

j'lv/^  ‘',13  tin‘*)ni  *r.-/r' ' 

^unul.  ' iH  .'‘ii-u  hi*)  i'lii'  5v'  V-vik/'iH 

*Ji»  f(h  :i  > t, 

-ir, /.  • ii.i  i'loJ  bn.<:  ,hrri:^'  'io  trj  - r,  >r;vr  yidT  JkjoW  'tvi 
:i  *dt  •u.'i  .■'.^.xiihuof  fif  r > v-uH  tf.iiJ 

f 1 ‘ . iiijfiub  j^7rf'r  .>:*or/r*--  l-  dvji'Ui  vibiiito 

.9^.‘JV3<[  ,r.  tvr.'d  ■'(vi  k> 

l].»jr,>f;r  f f*nr.  G/li  /«:!4  T*  «) 

* , * * . ■-,  ■i-' 

ii  •»<■-.. fl  7<d  /y»f(l*TOl  'J  /;;t;  ! '.f{»  II!  r t*i?J,i'l 

:i  'K,  <)  l•.;-llf«i  lin  4*  ol 

= i l•Vrt■f,. f ij |i»Td‘- c^. , ;i!'i I iff  ! 7-*.>ir)' ...I '*i  »w  . 
'>di  \(ih3)‘  i ^j'»l>.  i'/uj  )i ,v^td3>'.->yfl  1 .»{*;  *>J  ^4 

i:  *:  J'4ih>‘;  .r’^djlY  l(;<|i  MU^r  -jrfj  3.j 

'•^'t  •■«iJ  y.ijfilu-i  Iflunvj  *i'(  j k>  ^idt  Yki''wr«jwh  »-.4  iUihtW 

. ' ' , ' ' ■ ^',  - . t, 

3-ff'  yf(|  r-  SP,  j}  }nt';  i 1 ■:  .l««d  ‘>d} 


98 


THE  MUSCOGEES  OR  CREEKS. 


CHAPTER 

II. 

Part  2. 


v.'lien  it  was  borne  to  tlie  grand  cabin  by  the  subordinate 
Chiefs.  In  the  centre  of  the  square  '.vas  a fire  constantly 
burning.  At  sunset  the  council  adjourned  for  the  day;  and 
then  the  young  peoole  of  both  sexes  danced  around  this  fire 
until  a certain  lioiir.  As  soon  as  the  sun  ap})cared  above  the 
horizon,  a drum-beat  called  the  Chiefs  to  the  duties  of  the  day.* 
Besides  this  Xational  Legislature,  each  pnncijial  town  in 
the  nation  had  its  sc]airate  public  buildings,  as  do  the  States 
of  this  Ainei'ican  Ui: ion  : and,  like  them,  regulated  their  own 
local  atfairs.  Tlie  jiuldic  square  at  Auttose,  upon  the  Talla- 
poosa, ill  1777,  consisted  of  four  square  buildings,  of  the 
same  dimeuMons  and  uniform  in  sha[>e,  so  situated  as  to  form 
a tetragon,  enclosing  an  area  of  an  half  acre.  Four  passages, 
of  eepial  width  at  the  corners,  admitted  ]-ersons  into  it.  The 
frames  of  these  building-^  were  <jf  wood,  but  a mud  }i!aster, 
inside  and  out,  was  employed  to  form  neat  walls;  except  two 
feet  all  around  under  the  eaves,  left  open  to  admit  light  and 
air.  One  of  them  was  the  council  house,  where  the  l^ficco 
(King),  Chiefs  ami  Warriois,  with  the  white  citizens,  who 
had  biminess,  daily  assemMcd  to  hear  and  decide  upon  all 
grievanct'S — adojit  measures  for  the  Ingter  government  of  the 
people,  and  the  improveimmt  of  the  to\Mi — and  to  receive 
ambassadors  from  other  towns.  This  building  was  enclosed 
on  three  sides,  while  a parfilion,  fiom  c*nd  to  end,  divide(l  it 
into  tuo  a]»artments, — the  back  one  of  which  was  totally 
dark,  ha^inL'■  mdy  three  aivhed  holes  large  eiioiieli  for  a per- 

*•  Milfoit,  pp.  2()(:-2(lS. 
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son  to  crawl  into.  It  was  a sanctuary  of  priestcraft,  in  which 
were  deposited  physic-pots,  rattles,  chaplets  of  deer’s  lioofs, 
tlie  p*eat  ]»ipe  of  peace,  the  imperial  eag-le-tail  standard,  dis- 
]>laved  like  an  open  fan,  attached  to  which  was  a staff  as 
white  and  clean  as  it  could  he  scoured.  Tlie  front  part  of 
this  huilding  was  open  like  a piazza,  divided  into  three  apart- 
ments, hoa-ist  higli — each  containing  three  rows  of  seats,  ris- 
ing one  al>o^e  the  other,  for  tlie  legislators.  The  other  three 
huildings  fronting  the  square,  were  similar  to  the  one  just 
tle-crihcd,  e\ce}»t  th.'it  they  had  no  sanctuary,  and  served  to 
acc..»mmodate  the  spectatoi-s  ; they  were  also  used  fur  han- 
tjncting  liuU'Cs. 

'I'ho  pillars  and  walls  of  the  houses  of  the  square  ahound- 
etl  with  sculptures  and  caricature  paintings,  representing 
men  in  <liti'rrcnt  ludicrous  attitudes ; some  with  the  hu- 
ma!i  shajie,  hax  ing  the  heads  of  the  duck,  turkey,  hear,  fox, 
Wolf,  and  deer.  Again,  these  animals  were  rejavsented  with 
the  human  head.  These  designs  were  not  ill-executed,  and 
tie-  (mtliuos  were  hold  and  well  proportioned.  The  pillars  of 
the  eouiH-il  house  were  ingeniously  formed,  in  the  likeiu'ss  of 
wot  sjH-ckh-d  snakes  ascending — the  Auttoses  being  of  the 
Suak.-  faiuilv.'"^' 

hude  paintings  were  quite  common  among  the  Creeks,  and 
ttig>  «»!n  it  conveyed  ideas  hy  «lrawings.  Xo  people  ca)uld 
! r.--«  nt  a Jiiore  comprehensive  view  of  the  topographv  of  a 
coufitry  with  which  they  were  acquainted,  than  the  Creeks 
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* Datlrarn’s  I’ravels,  pp,  4 18— lo  t. 
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CHAPTER  could,  in  a few  moments,  by  drawing  upon  the  ground.  Bar- 

nard  Roman,  a Captain  in  the  Britisli  Army,  saw  at  Hoopa 
Part  2.  ^ 

Ulla,  a Choctaw  town,  not  far  frotu  Mobile,  the  following 
September  30  executed  by  the  Creeks,  \vhich  had  fallen  into  the 

possession  of  the  Choctaws. 


This  represents  th.at  ten  Creek  warriors,  of  the  family  of  the 
Deer,  went  into  the  Choctaw  country  in  three  canoes  ; that  six 
of  them  laiuled,  and  in  marchiiiL^:  along  a path,  met  two  Choc- 
1771  taw  men,  two  women,  and  a dog;  that  the  Creeks  killed  and 
scalped  them.  The  scalp,  in  the  deer's  foot,  implies  the  horror 
of  the  action  to  the  whole  Deer  family.'^' 

The  gre:it  council  house  in  Aiittose,  was  appropiiated  to 
much  the  same  pmpose  as  the  s.piaiv,  but  was  more  private. 
It  wa''  a \'a>^t  ct)uieal  laiilding,  capablt*  ot  accommodating  many 
hundrcrl  })Coi'le.  Those  appointed  to  take  care  of  it,  daily 


^ Barnaul  K email’s  Florida,  p.  102. 
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s^Yept  it  clean,  and  provided  canes  for  fuel  and  to  give  lights. 
Besides  using  this  rotundo  for  political  purposes,  of  a private 
nature,  the  inliahitants  of  Auttose  were  accustomed  to  take 
their  “ black  drink”  in  it.  The  officer  who  had  charge  of  this 
ceremoi!}',  ord.ered  the  cacina  tea  to  he  prepared  under  an 
open  shed  ojiposite  the  door  of  the  council  house  ; he  directed 
bundles  of  dry  cane  to  be  brought  in,  which  were  previously 
sj.lit  in  pieces  two  feet  long.  “They  were  now  jdaced 
obliquely  across  upon  one  another  on  the  floor,  forming  a 
spiral  line  round  about  the  great  centre  pillar,  eighteen  inches  in 
tin<  kia*ss.  "Jhis  spiral  line,  spreading  as  it  proceeded  round  and 
iv,»ut»d.  often  repi^ated  from  right  to  left,  every  revolution  in- 
creased its  diameter,  and  at  length  extended  to  the  distance 
of  ti-n  or  t\\  elvt‘  feet  from  the  centre,  according  to  the  time 
tin*  a'^^embly  was  to  continue.”  By  the  time  these  preitara- 
tions  were  completed,  it  was  night,  and  the  assembly  had 
taken  their  seats.  The  outer  end  of  the  spiral  line  was 
tired.  It  gradually  crept  round  the  centre  pillar,  with  the 
course  of  the  sun,  feeding  on  the  cane,  and  affording  a bright 
and  cheerful  light.  The  aged  Chiefs  and  warriors  sat  upon 
their  cane  sofas,  w hich  were  elevated  one  above  the  other,  and 
li\'-d  against  the  l>ack  side  of  the  house,  opposite  the  door. 
1 he  white  })COple  and  lndian>?  of  confederate  towns  sat,  in  like 
'.>rd<  r,  on  the  left — a transverse  range  of  })illai-s,  siqtporting  a 
lliin  clay  wall,  brea-^t  high,  sej)arating  tlumi.  The  King’>  scat 
was  ill  flout;  liack  of  it  were  the  seats  of  the  head  warrioi-s,  and 
ihu^e  of  a Mibordinate*condition.  'Jhvo  middle-aged  men  now 
ent<  red  at  tin*  door,  beJiring  large  conch  shells  full  of  black 
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CHAPTER  drink.  They  advanced  with  .slow,  uniform  and  steady  steps,  with 

eyes  elevated,  and  sinn'ino^  in  a very  low  tone.  Comino:  within  a 
Part  2.  ■'  n ^ j o 

few  feet  of  tlie  King,  they  stopped,  and  rested  their  shells  ^n 

little  tables.  ITesently  they  took  them  up  ag*ain,  crossed  each 
other,  and  advanced  obsequiously.  (.)ne  presented  his  shell 
to  the  King,  and  the  uther  to  the  princi})al  man  among-  the 
white  audience.  As  soon  as  they  raised  them  to  their  mouths, 
1777  the  attendants  uttered  two  notes — hoo-ojah!  and  a-la-yaU! — 
which  they  s])un  out  as  loiig  as  they  could  hold  their  breath. 
As  long  as  the  notes  continiu-d,  so  long  did  the  person  drink 
or  hold  tlie  shell  to  his  mouth.  In  this  manner  all  the  assem- 
bly were  ser\  ed  with  the  black  drink.”  IKit  when  the 
drinking  begun,  tobacco,  contained  in  pouches  made  of  the 
skins  of  the  wild  cat,  otter,  In-ar  and  rattlesnake,  was  distri- 
buted among  tht^  assembly,  tog.  ther  with  pi]>'*s,  and  a general 
stnokiiig C(nnm'‘nccd.  Tin-  King  began  first,  with  a few  wliitfs 
from  the  great  pipe,  blowing  it,  ceremoniously,  first  towards 
the  sun,  next  t-»wards  the  fuir  cardinal  points,  and  then 
towards  the  white  audience,  diem  the  attendants  passed  this 
pipe  to  others  of  di^tiuetion.  In  this  manner,  these  digiiitied 
and  singular  peoi'Ie  occupied  st^iiie  houi-s  in  the  night,  until 
the  spiral  line  of  canes  was  ( oiisumed,  which  was  a signal  for 
Tetiriiig.'-’ 

* P.irtram’.^  Travel.s,  j»|).  -l-J?'— 1.')  t.  The  .site  of  .Aulloso  is  now  ein- 
'briiced  iii  .Maeun  enunty,  and  is  in  a eotton  phuilation,  the  property  of 
the  lion,  (h-orcr  Gohltliwaite.  itulg-  of  the  Eighlii  .bnlieial  Circuit. 
■On  the  niomi.;^^  of  the  2!Hh  of  Xov.,  IS  Id.  a^  hatile  wa.s  fought  here 
between  the  Creeks  and  tlie  Georgians — tlie  latter  eoinmaudeJ  by  Gen. 
John  Floyd. 
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Twenty-one  years  after  the  visit  of  Bai-tram  to  the  Creek 
nation,  Col.  l^enjamiu  Hawkins,  to  whom  Wasliington  had 
confided  im{»ortant  trusts  in  relation  to  the  tribes  south  of  the 
Chiu,  |>euetrated  these  wilds.  He  found  the  })ublic  buildino-s, 
at  that  )>eri')d,  similar  to  those  already  described,  with,  how- 
ever, some  exceptions,  which  may  have  been  the  result  of  a 
sli^xht  Cianu-e  of  ancient  customs. 

Kv<'iy  town  had  a separate  government,  and  public  build, 
ings  for  bu-iness  and  pleasure,  with  a presiding  othcer,  who 
was  call«‘d  a King,  by  the  traders,  and  a Micco,  by  the  Indians. 
'I'his  fiuu'tionary  received  all  public  charactei's,  heard  their 
talk-'.  Inal  them  before  his  people,  and,  in  return,  delivered  the 
talk  of  hi-'  (*wn  town.  He  was  always  chosen  from  some  noted 
family.  The  Micco  of  Tookabatcha  was  of  the  Eagle  tribe 
(hum  Ill-gee).  M'hen  tliey  were  })Ut  into  ollice,  they  lield 
th.  *Ir  --tations  for  life,  and  when  dead,  were  succeeded  by  their 
nephews.  The  Micco  could  select  an  assistant  when  he  be- 
came inj;nn,  or  for  other  causes,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
th<*  principal  men  of  the  town.  They  generally  bore  the 
n tm*.-  of  the  town  which  they  governed,  as  Cusseta  Micco, 
1 ‘’  'kabalcha  Micco,  cVc.  * 

' < h<><.-<-()-thluc-co,  (big  house,)  tlie  town  house  or  public 
"-inar.*,  <-o!ivi>,ts  of  four  S(piare  buildings  of  one  storv,  facing 
•■t  b •.!]),  c,  toi'ty  bysixteen  feet,  eight  feet  }»itch;  the  entrance 
at  ••aob  i-ona'r.  Each  buiMing  is  a wooden  frame  supported  on 
in  ti,,.  jjrvoiind,  covnvd  with  slabs,  open  in  front  like 
a pia//.i,  divided  into  three  rooms,  the  back  and  ends  claveil 
np  to  tie*  plates.  Each  division  is  divided  lengthwise  into 
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two  seats.  Tlie  front,  two  feet  liigh,  extending  back  half  way, 
covered  with  reed  mats  or  slabs  ; then  a rise  of  one  foot  and 
it  extends  back,  covered  in  like  manner,  to  the  side  of  the 
building.  On  these  seats  they  lie  or  sit  at  pleasure. 

“the  rank  of  the  bl'ildings  wittch  form  the  square. 

“1st.  Mic-ul-gee  in-too-pau,  tlui  ]\[icco's  cahin.  This  fronts 
the  east,  and  is  occu]»ied  by  those  of  the  highest  rank.  The 
centre  of  the  building  is  always  occupied  by  the  Micco  of  the 
town,  by  the  ^ Agent  for  Indian  Affairs,  when  he  pa  vs  a visit 
to  a town,  by  the  Miccos  of  other  towns,  and  by  respectable 
white  people. 

“The  division  to  the  right  is  oceu])ied  by  the  Mic-ug-gee 
(Miccos,  there  being  several  sv)  called  in  every  town,  from  cus- 
tom, the  origin  of  which  is  unknown),  and  the  councillors. 
These  two  classes  give  their  advice  in  relation  to  war,  and  are, 
in  fact,  the  itrincipal  councillois. 

“The  division  to  the  left  is  occu{)ied  by  the  E-ne-hau-ulgee 
(people  second  in  command,  the  head  of  whom  is  called  by  the 
traders  second  itwn').  iiiese  have  the  direction  of  the  jniblic 
works  appertaining  to  the  t(jwn,  such  as  the  public  buildiny-s, 
building  houses  in  town  for  new  sett  fa’s,  or  working  in  the 
fields.  1 hey  are  particularly  chafued  with  the  ceremony  of 
the  a-ce,  (a  decoctioii  of  the  ca>sine  yup<ui,  called  by  the 
traders  black  drink.)  under  the  dirt'cti(»n  of  the  Micco. 

“ 2nd.  Tus-tim-nug-ul-gee  in-too-paii,  the  warriors'  cabin. 
This  fronts  the  south.  The  head  warii<>r  sits  at  the  end  of 
the  cabin,  and  in  his  division  the  great  warriors  sit  beside 
each  other.  The  next  in  rank  sit  in  the  centre  division,  and 
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the  young  warrioi-s  iu  the  thirr].  The  n.-e  is  regular  by  merit  chapter 
from  the  third  to  tlie  fii-st  division.  The  Great  Warrior,  for 

IPiirt  2 

that  is  the  title  of  tlie  head  warrior,  is  appointed  by  tlie 
Micco  and  coimeillox-s  from  among  the  greatest  war  charac- 
ters. 

“Wlien  a young  man  is  trained  up  and  appears  well  quali- 
fied for  the  fatigues  and  hardships  of  war,  and  is  j)romising, 
the  Micco  appoints  him  a governor,  or,  as  the  name  import^^,  a 
leader  (Is-te-puc-cau-chau).  and  if  he  distinguishes  himself 
they  elevate  him  to  the  centre  cabin.  A man  who  distin- 
guishes liiraself  repeatedly  in  warlike  enterprises,  arrives  to  the 
rank  of  the  Great  Leader  (Is-te-jnic-cau-chau-tlilucco).  I’liis  itd8 
title,  though  greatly  coveted,  is  seldom  attained,  as  it  ret[uires  a 
long  course  of  years,  and  great  and  iiumei'ous  successes  in  war. 

“The  second  class  of  Avarriors  is  the  Tusse-ki-vl-f/ec.  All 
AN'lio  go  to  Avar,  and  are  in  company  Avhen  a seal])  is  taken,  get 
a Avar-name.  The  leader  reports  their  conduct,  and  they  re- 
ceive a name  accordingly.  This  is  the  Tus-se-o-ehif-co  or 
Avar-name.  The  term,  leader,  as  used  by  the  Indians,  is  a 
pro})er  one.  The  Avar  paities  all  inarch  in  Indian  tikg  Avith 
the  leader  in  front,  until  coming  on  hostile  ground,  lie  Is 
then  in  the  rear. 

“ ‘h-d.  Is-te-chaguc-ul-gee  in-too-paii,  the  cabin  of  (he  be- 
loved  men.  This  fronts  the  north.  There  are  a great  many 
men  who  have  been  Avar  leaders,  and  Avho,  although  of  various 
rank<,  have  lM*come  estimable  in  a long  coui-se  of  ]niblic  ser- 
vice. 1 hey  sit  tluanselves  on  the  right  division  of  the  cai>in 
ot  the  .Micco,  Jind  are  his  councilloi's.  The  family  of  the  Mic- 
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CO,  and  ;^reat  men  ^vho  hztve*  thus  distinguished  themselves, 
occupy  this  cabin  of  the  Eeloved  Men. 

‘‘  4th.  Ilut-le-mau-hug-g’ce,  tlie  cahiu  of  the  young  people 
and  then'  associates.  Tliis  fronts  the  west. 

“the  convention  of  the  town. 

The  Mieco,  oouncillors  and  warriors  meet  every  day  in 
the  public  square,  sit  and  drink  of  the  black  tea,  talk  of  the 
news,  the  public  and  domestic  concerns,  smoke  their  })i]>es, 
and  play  Thla-chal-litch-cau  (roll  the  bullet).  Here  all 
complaints  are  introduced,  attended  to  and  redressed. 

“ 5th.  Chooc-ofau-thliic-co,  the  rotundo  or  assembly  room. 
called  by  the  traders,  ""hot  house.'''  This  is  near  the  square, 
and  is  constructed  after  the  following  manner  : Eight  posts 

are  driven  into  the  ground,  forming  an  octagon  of  thirty  feet 
In  diameter.  They  are  twidve  feet  high,  and  large  enough  to 
support  the  roof.  On  tin -sc  five  or  six  logs  are  }>laced,  of  a 
side,  drawn  in  its  they  rise.  On  these  long  poles  or  rafters,  to 
suit  the  height  of  the  building,  are  laid,  the  up]>er  ends  forming 
a point,  and  the  lower  endN  ])rojeeting  out  six  feet  from  the 
octagon,  and  resting  on  the  por>ts,  five  feet  high,  placed  in  a 
circle  round  the  octagon,  vith  plates  on  them,  to  which  the 
rafters  an*  tied  with  sjdiL'^.  The  rafters  are  near  together, 
and  fastened  with  splits.  These  are  covered  with  clay,  and 
that  with  pine  bark,  d’he  wall,  six  feet  from  the  octagon,  is 
clayed  up.  They  have  a ."inall  door,  with  a small  portico 
curved  rouial  for  live  or  six  feet,  then  into  the  house. 

“The  ^jiace  betwea-n  the  octagon  and  wall  is  one  entire 
sofa,  vhere  the  visitors  lie  or  sit  at  pleasunu  It  is  covered 
with  reed,  mat  or  s])lits. 
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“ in  the  centre  of  tlie  room,  on  a small  rise,  the  fire  is  made 
of  dry  cane,  or  dry  old  pine  slabs,  split  fine,  and  laid  in  a spiral 
line.  This  is  the  assembly  room  for  all  people,  old  and 
youni^.  They  a'^seml)Ie  every  night  and  amuse  themselves 
^vilh  dancing’,  singingor  conversation.  And  here,  sometimes, 
in  vtMT  ot)ld  weather,  the  old  and  naked  sleep. 

“Itfc.all  transactions  whi(,-h  re;:[uire  secrecy,  the  rulers  meet 
lu-re.  make  tlieir  fire,  deliberate  and  decide.”* 

A \ery  interesting  festival,  common  not  only  to  the  Creeks, 
but  to  many  other  tribes,  will  now  be  described.  As  Col. 
J law  kins  was,  in  all  respects,  one  of  the  most  conscientious 
;uid  rt-liable  men  tliat  ever  lived,  his  account,  like  the  ]>rc- 
ccdini:,  will  be  copied  in  his  owm  style.  Of  the  many  de- 
scriptions of  the  Green  Corn  Dance,  in  our  ]^ossession,  that 
by  til,*  lionest  and  indefatigable  Cre(*k  Agent  is  the  most 
minute  and  most  readily  undeistood. 

“ BOOS-KE-TAU. 

“The  Creeks  celebrate  this  festival  in  the  months  of  July 
:tn<l  August.  The  precise  time  is  fixed  by  the  Micco  and 
oeancillurs,  and  is  sooner  or  later,  as  the  state  of  the  atl’airs  of 
th*-  town  or  the  early  or  lateness  of  their  corn  will  suit.  In 
t ||,|.;  ceremony  lasts  for  eight  days.  In  some  towns 

• *t  hvs  n..te  it  is  but  four  days. 

“ FIKSr  DAY. 

In  tie*  morning  the  warrioi*s  clear  the  yard  of  the  square. 

* th,.  ('r,vk  Country  in  nt)8-17!).0,  by  Renjamin  llawkin?, 
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and  sprinkle  white  sand,  when  the  black  drink  is  made.  The 
fire-maker  makes  the  fii-e  as  early  in  the  morning  as  he  can, 
by  friction.  The  warriors  cut  and  bring  into  the  square  fbiu' 
logs,  each  as  long  as  a man  can  cover  by  extending  his  two 
arms.  These  are  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  square,  end  to 
end,  forming  a cross,  the  outer  ends  pointed  to  the  cardinal 
points ; in  the  centre  of  the  cross  the  new  fire  is  made.  Dur- 
ing the  first  four  days  they  burn  out  these  first  four  logs. 

“ The  Pin-e-bun-gau  (turkey  dance)  is  danced  by  the  wo- 
men of  the  Turkey  tribe,  and  while  they  are  dancing  the  pos- 
sau  Is  brewed.  This  is  a })owerful  emetic.  It  is  drank  from 
twelve  o’clock  to  the  middle  of  the  afternoon.  After  this, 
Toc-co-yula-gau  (tad-pole)  is  danced  by  four  women  and  four 
men.  In  the  evening  tl)c  men  dance  E-ne-hou-bun-gau  (the 
dance  of  the  people  second  in  command).  This  they  dance 
till  daylight. 

“ SECOND  DAY. 

“ About  ten  o’clock  the  women  dance  Its-ho-bun-gau  (gun 
dance).  After  twelve  o’clock,  the  men  go  to  the  new  fire,  take 
some  of  the  a.shes,  rub  them  on  tlie  chin,  neck  and  abdomen, 
and  jump  head  foremost  into  the  river,  and  then  return  into 
the  square.  The  women  ha\  iiig  juepared  the  new  corn  for 
the  fea^t,  the  men  take  some  of  it  and  rub  it  between  their 
hands,  then  on  their  face  and  breasts,  and  then  they  feast. 
“thikd  day. 

“ The  men  sit  in  the  square. 

“ FOUinil  DAY. 

“The  women  go  early  in  the  morning  and  get  the  new 
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fire,  clean  out  their  hearths,  sprinkle  them  Avith  sand,  and  chapter 
make  their  fires.  The  men  finish  burning  out  the  fii-st  four 
logs,  and  they  take  ashes,  rub  them  on  their  chin,  neck  and 
abdomen,  and  they  go  into  tlie  tvater.  This  day  they  eat 
sail,  and  they  dance  Obuugauchapcu  (th«  long  dance). 

“fifth  d.\y. 

“ They  get  four  new  logs,  and  place  them  as  on  the  first 
day,  and  they  drink  the  black  drink. 

“ SIXTH  AND  SEVENTH  DAYS. 

“They  remain  in  the  square. 

“ EIGHTH  DAY. 

“They  get  two  large  pots,  and  their  physic  plants,  the 
names  of  Avhich  are  : 


Mic-ca-ho-you-e-juh, 

Toloh, 

A<'he-nau, 
Ca}>pau-pos-cau, 
Chu-lis-sau  (the  roots), 
Tuck-thlau-lus-te, 
To-te-cul-hil-lis-so-wau, 


Co-hahle-wau-gee, 

Chofeinsack-cau-fuck-au, 

Cho-fe-mus-see, 

Hillis-hutke, 

To-te-cuh-chooe-his-see, 

Welau-mih, 

Oak-chon-utch-co. 


Tiiese  plants  are  put  into  pots  and  beat  up  with  water.  The 
chemists,  E-lic-chuhgee,  called  by  the  traders  physic-makers, 
blow  into  it  through  a small  reed,  and  then  it  is  drank  by  the 
men  and  rubbed  over  their  joints  till  the  afternoon. 

“They  collect  old  corn  cobs  and  pine  burs,  put  them  into 
a pot  and  liurn  them  to  askes.  h'our  very  young  virgins 
bring  a^'lies  from  their  houses  and  stir  them  up.  The  men 

take  white  clay  and  mi.x  it  with  Avater  in  two  pans.  One  j>an 
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CHAPTER  of  the  clay  and  one  of  the  ashes  are  carried  to  the  cabin  of 
the  Micco,  and  tlie  other  two  to  that  of  the  warriors.  They 
then  rub  tiicnseives  with  the  clay  and  ashes.  Two  men,, ap- 
pointed to  that  office,  bring  some  flowei's  of  tobacco  of  a small 
kind,  Itch-an-chee-le-pne-png-gee,  or,  as  the  name  imports,  the  ' 
old  man’s  tcffiacco,  which  was  pre})ared  on  the  first  day  and 
1798  put  in  a pan  in  tlie  cabin  of  the  iNlicco,  and  tliey  gave  a little 
of  it  to  every  one  present. 

“The  Micco  and  councillors  then  go  four  times  around  the 
fii’e,  and  every  time  they  face  the  east  they  throw  some  of  the 
flowers  into  the  Are.  They  then  go  and  stand  to  tlie  west. 
The  warrioi-s  then  repeat  the  same  ceremony. 

“A  cane  is  stuck  up  at  the  cabin  of  the  Micco,  with  two 
white  feathers  at  the  end  of  it.  One  of  the  Fish  tribe  (Thlot- 
logulgce)  takes  it,  just  as  the  sun  goes  down,  and  goes 
off  to  the  river,  fullowed  by  all.  AVheii  he  gets  half  way 
down  the  river  he  gives  the  death  whooji,  which  he  repeats 
four  times  between  the  square  and  the  water’s  edge.  Here 
they  all  i>lace  themselves  as  thick  as  they  can  stand  near  the 
1798  edge  of  the  water.  Jle  sticks  up  the  cane  at  the  water’s  edge, 
and  thev  all  put  a grain  of  the  old  man’s  tobacco  on  their 
heads  and  in  each  ear.  Then,  at  a signal  given  four  diflerent 
times,  thev  throw  some  into  the  riv<-r;  and  (“\ery  man,  at  a 
signal,  ]»lunges  into  the  river  and  ]>icks  up  four  stones  from 
the  bottom.  With  tliese  they  cross  themselves  on  their  breasts 
four  times,  i‘ach  time  throwing  a stone  into  the  river  and  giv- 
ing the  dcatii  whoop,  dln-y  then  wash  tln-mselves,  take  up 
the  cane  and  feathei-s,  return  and  stick  it  uj)  in  the  square, 


' ■ n 

H'-i  ) n<j  ^ r.iooo-';:)''' »5:r  ' . jt  't.  Otl 

\ .,  ^ 

1 ,.  • • • • - " V.r^v.v*  «?:v. 

\n  r;irljn  Jil)  *i»i  oHl  ’1<:  ••ho  ffH*r  7fi|  j wfj  lc> 

wri'l  .vi.  in.-.Vf  ‘ffil  ;r  r<J  i>t  ov/t  TOjiiQ^wb  Oil)  , 

-<|n  jif  MsT  o//r  _ b/l«  («!■>  7t|;  ijjiv-'  K'-vi'.;  iH  if4:t  'J.iHlI.sf  • . 

IliiUtl  Jt  »'.■  o /ir.'f'tv)  ’jHIOr:  I ^D-Of  t4  '3^-  ' i'  ' 

‘J.'f’  . ’UUI'.U  '«' ! 

/»,i>  Jifl  «m  f'j.iMqoifi  f.f/.v  H-jitiw  /> 

‘/blil  i;  ')7<tjj  v.iill  f'Hfc  ,'r.-./iI4  ''.lii  'f,j  ft’hhtC}  7(il  Ht  iH'<j  J Hf  m<|  - VI 

•'■  ’ --''  ' ' .tU-'-  iStij'.  •1:*' 

I'nf:  niiii-.nn  '■/iniij  it.'-ri  jfvtli  HU>f5ivtu:<n  imi.  i/rjil/.  ■ 

!»i  v.*«  It!}  .’  -iiJ  ‘i/iJ  '.'  .•s’l  v-ffli  op.;;f  t {>Hr.  ,‘«nh. 

O'ii*  r>)  intiil'  Jhji,  /••{ri  ^i/ii 

.'/(toui -'OuiiS!  wiij  {I'iiif  <1  -jTjii'iV  orfX  -< 

C'V/t  ilri//  .>  '.■  il4  Hift  1<>  Hivliiv-.'jtf)  <j{/  ;l  >!'rt*!  <i  A*  ■'* 

■j'lilirr)  li-'*'!  Mi  to  t } > ,;f  j.  '1  ^jj’idf/ 

!»h«  fpjn'^  lui  ' ''4:M  <^n  ,*t  ••■ofiii  , /. 

/1‘,I  ^}‘r\  '»{  ii  ni'fl  !,!•;  (J  !4'yvo{lo'}  ,-f>  d I oiU  ui  ife" 

>({  ibi.!//  " li..  mI)  -r,./b’  ‘‘d  f>,!j  uv/ul) 

vi!l  !,a/;  odt  fto‘>//Mf  a-nut  ijrA  ■ , 

d i>Mi'}'.  iSijj  /‘fih  't:  >!*iit{t  fri;  ‘.»7j7<(n*w!l  III:  ywh 

< A '-hm  Oifr  hi  -iiU,j  i»l|  tjtf  td-iit-  'Al  Al  ‘to  Wf 

''  •i(i  no  fvj'MtJoj  «*ti?5jif  Ido  otb  jo  a i!-  j idj  h.JA 

HIM-I  Jlli>  -wA  .:  )y.  ,:i.h{T  .ii;o  a:  Ikta 

A ;.4  ,H^m  hiU\  ;vir/i:i  ’nUoUh  asa...;  v..oi,,ii  /oiFt  ^ ,iaB  or 

^iicX  .jM  oiaf  ^ 

. -ibll]'  ft<>  Ha7*>dt  .•i'.*>li')  ({ U7/  ^ .muliod  -At  - '•  t- 

-vn,,  Init:  vrm  •>»!)  ojfll  OiioJ>  a >;ltiv/o'I^f^  vafh  d*>i; . , at[4 
^ -JI.I  .--f.-tt  .<  •o-iirMh  n-,h  V ,t!T  .mH  ilv/  liir. ./. -.,0  v.<ri 

yik  Ilf  (jfJ  u j,aK  llHli  a hur.  'jUftO  7iit 


THE  MUSCOGEES  OR  CREEKS. 


Ill 


and  visit  through  the  town.  At  night  they  dance  0-hun-gau-  chapter 
hadjo  (mad  dance),  and  this  finishes  the  ceremony. 

“This  happy  institution  of  the  Boos-ke-tau  restores  man  to 
himself,  to  his  family,  and  to  his  nation.  It  is  a general  am- 
nesty, which  not  only  absolves  the  Indians  from  all  crimes,  i 
murder  alone  exce})ted,  but  seems  to  bring  guilt  itself  into 
oblivion.''"^' 

With  some  slight  variations,  the  Green  Corn  Dance  was 
thus  celebrated  throughout  the  Creek  confederacy.  At  the 
town  of  Tookabatcha,  however,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  on 
the  fourth  da}',  the  Indians  introduced  the  “ brass  plates.” 

At  Coosawda,  the  principal  town  of  the  Alabamas,  they  cele- 
brated a BoObketau  of  four  days  eacli,  of  mulberries  and  beans, 
when  these  fruits  respectively  ripened.f 

James  Adair,  a man  of  learning  and  enterprise,  li^■ed  more 
than  thirty  yeai-s  among  the  .Chickasaws,  and  had  frei^uent 
intercourse  with  the  nations  of  the  Muscogees,  Cherokecs  and 
Choctaws,  commencing  in  1735.  lie  was  an  Englishman, 
and  was  connected  with  the  extensive  commerce  carried  on  a^ 
an  early  period  with  these  tiabes.  While  among  the  Chicka-  nas 
saws,  with  whom  he  fii-st  began  to  reside  in  1744,  he  wrote  a 
large  work  on  aboriginal  history.  When  he  returned  to  his  mo- 
ther country,  he  jaiblished  this  work,  the  “ American  Indians,” 
a }K>ndc'rous  Nolume  of  near  five  liundred  pages,  at  London, 
in  177.5.  Well  acquainted  with  the  Jlebrew  language,  ainl 

* n.iwkiits’  Sketch  of  the  Creek  Country,  pp.  7.')-78 
t Ail-'iir’s  Anierican  Imlians,  p.  1)7. 
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having,  in  his  long  residence  with  the  Indians,  acquired  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  their  tongue,  he  devoted  the  larger 
portion  of  his  work  to  prove  that  the  latter  were  originally 
Hebrews,  and  were  a portion  of  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel.  He 
asserts,  that  at  the  Boosketaus  of  the  Creeks  and  otlier  tribes 
within  the  limits  of  Alabama,  the  warriors  danced  around  the 
holy  fire,  during  \\hich  the  elder  Priest  invoked  the  Great 
Spiiit,  while  the  otliei-s  responded  ILdeln!  Ilalelu!  then 
Haleluiah  ! Jlalduyah  / He  is  ingenious  in  his  arguments, 
and  introduces  many  strange  things  to  })rove,  to  his  own 
satisfaction,  that  the  Indians  were  descendants  of  the  Jews — 
seeking,  throughout  two  hundred  pages,  to  assimilate  their 
lano-uage,  manners  and  customs.  He  formed  his  belief  that 
they  were  originally  the  same  people,  upon  their  division  into 
tribes — worship  of  Jehovah — notions  of  a theocracy — belief  in 
the  ministration  of  angels — language  and  dialects — manner  of 
computing  time — their  Prophets  and  High  Ihiests — festivals, 
hists  and  religious  rites — daily  sacntices — ablutions  and  anoint- 
ings— laws  of  uncleauliness — abstinence  from  unclean  things — 
marriages,  divorces,  and  }>unishments  for  adultery — other 
punishments — their  towns  of  refuge — })uritication  and  cere- 
mony })ie])aratory  to  war — their  ornaments — manner  of  curing 
the  sick — burial  of  the  dead — mourning  for  the  dead — raising 
seed  to  a dece:u<ed  brother — choice  of  names  adapted  to  their 
circumstances  and  times — their  own  traditions — and  the  ac- 
counts of  our  English  writ-Ts,  and  the  testimony  which  the 
S})anish  and  other  authors  have  given  concerning  the  ])rimi- 
tive  inhabitants  of  Peru  and  Mexico. 
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He  iusists  that  in  nothing  do  they  differ  from  the  Jews  ex- 
cept in  the  rite  of  circumcision,  which,  he  contends,  their  an- 
cestoi-s  dispensed  with,  after  they  became  lost  from  the  other 
tribes,  on  account  of  the  danger  and  inconvenience  of  the  exe- 
cution of  that  rite,  to  those  engaged  in  a hunting  and  ro',ing 
life.  That  when  the  Israelites  were  forty  years  in  the  wilder- 
ness, ev'en  then  they  attempted  to  dispense  with  circumchion, 
hut  Joshua,  by  his  stern  authority,  enforced  its  observance. 
The  difference  in  food,  mode  of  living  and  climate  are  relied 
upon  by  Adair,  to  account  for  the  difference  in  the  color,  be- 
tween the  Jew  and  Indian,  and  also  why  the  one  has  hair 
upon  the  body  in  ju'ofusion  and  the  other  has  not.^' 

Adiar  is  by  no  means  alone  in  his  opinion  of  the  descent 
of  the  Americaij  Indians.  Other  writer's,  who  have  lived 
among  these  people,  have  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion. 
Many  of  the  old  Indian  countrymen  with  whom  we  have 
conversed,  believe  in  their  Jewish  origin,  while  others  are  of  a 
different  opinion.  Abram  Mordecai,  an  intelligent  Jew,  who 
dwelt  fifty  year's  in  the  Creek  nation,  confidently  believed 
that  the  Indians  were  originally  of  his  people,  and  lie 
asserted  that  in  their  Greerr  Corn  Dances  he  had  heard  them 
often  irtter  in  grateful  tones,  the  word  yavoijaha  ! yavoyaha  ! 
lie  was  always  informed  by  the  Indians  that  this  meant 
Jehovah,  or  the  Great  S}»irit,  and  that  they  were  then  returning 
thanks  tor  the  abundant  har\  est  with  whiefir  they  were  ble.s'^cd.t 
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* 'Adair’s  American  Indians,  pp.  15-220. 

t Conversations  with  AI*ra?n  Mordecai,  a man  of  ninety  two  vears  ol 
age,  whom  I found  in  Dudloyville,  ^I’allapoosa  county,  iu  tlie  tall  ol 
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CHAPTER  Col.  Hawkins  concludes  liis  account  of  the  religious  and 
war  ceremonies  of  the  Creek  Indians  as  follows  : — 

“ At  the  age  of  from  fifteen  to  seventeen,  the  ceremony  of 
initiating  youth  to  manhood,  is  performed.  It  is  called  the 
Boosketau,  in  liko  manner  as  the  annual  Booskctau  of  the 
nation.  A youth  of  the  })i’oper  age,  gathers  two  handfuls  of 
1788  the  Sou-watch-cau,  a very  hitter  root,  which  he  eats  a whole 
day.  Then  he  steeps  the  leaves  in  water  and  drinks  it.  In 
the  dusk  of  the  evening  he  eats  two  or  three  spoonfuls  of 
boiled  gnts.  This  is  repeated  foi-  four  days,  and  during  this 
time  he  remains  in  a hou>e.  The  Sou-watch-cau  has  the 
effect  of  intoxicating  and  maddening.  The  fourth  dav  he 
goes  out,  but  must  put  on  a pair  of  new  moccasins  (stilla- 
picas).  For  twelve  moons  he  abstains  fr<ijn  eating  bucks, 
except  old  ones,  and  from  turkey  cocks,  fowls,  peas  and  salt. 
During  this  period  he  must  not  jiick  his  eai-s  or  scratch  his 
head  with  his  fingers,  but  use  a small  stick.  For  four  moons 
he  must  have  a fire  lo  himself  to  cook  his  food,  and  a little 
girl,  a virgin,  may  cook  for  him.  His  food  is  boiled  grits. 
The  fifth  moon  ;iny  ]>erson  may  cook  for  him,  but  he  must 
serve  himself  first,  and  use  one  pan  and  spoon.  Everv  new 
moon  he  drinks  for  four  days  the  possau  (button  snakeroot), 
an  emetic,  and  abstains  for  three  <lays  from  all  food,  except  in 
the  evening,  a little  boiled  grits  (luimjietuh  hutke).  The 
1796  twelfth  moon  he  performs,  for  four  days,  what  he  commenced 


1847.  His  was  I'resli  in  tiio  reoolleetion  of  early  ineicleiits.  Of 
him  I shall  have  occasion  to  speak  in  another  portion  of  the  work. 
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with  on  the  tii-st.  The  fifth  day  he  comes  out  of  liis  liouse, 
gathers  corn  cobs,  bums  them  to  ashes,  and  witli  these  rubs 
his  body  all  over.  At  the  end  of  this  moon  he  sweats  under 
blankets,  then  o-oes  into  water,  and  thus  ends  the  ceremony. 
This  ceremony  is  sometimes  extended  to  four,  six  or  eight 
moons,  or  eyen  to  twelve  days  only,  but  the  coiii-se  is  the 
same. 

“During  the  whole  of  this  ceremony  the  physic  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  Is-te-}»uc-cau-chau-thlucco  (Great  Leader),  ^\ho, 
in  speaking  of  the  youth  undei'  initiation,  says,  “I  am  physic- 
ing  him” — Doo-se-ji-jite  saut  li-to  tnise-cha.  Or  “I  am  teach- 
ing liim  all  that  it  is  proper  for  him  to  know” — (nauk  o-mu!- 
gau  e-muc-e-thli-jite  saut  litomise  cha).  The  youth  during 
this  initiation  does  not  touch  any  one  exce}»t  young  persons, 
who  are  under  a like  course  with  himself.  And  if  he  dreams, 
he  drinks  the  possau.”* 

\Vheneyer  Creeks  were  forced  to  take  up  anns,  the  Tuste- 
miggee  caused  to  be  displayed  in  the  public  places  a club,  ]»art 
of  whirh  was  jtainted  red.  lie  sent  it  to  each  subordinate  Chief, 
accom})anie<l  with  a number  of  pieces  of  wood,  e(pial  to  the 
number  of  days  that  it  would  take  tiiat  Chief  to  present  him- 
self at  the  rendezvous.  The  War-Chief  alone  liad  the  ]X)wer 
of  api^ointing  that  day.  When  this  elid)  had  arrived,  each 
Chiet  caused  a drum  to  be  beat  betore  the  grand  cabin  ^\■helv 
lie  resided.  All  the  inhabitants  immediately  ]>resented  them- 
selves. He  iid’ormed  them  of  the  day  and  jdace  yhere  he 
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■CHAPTER  intended  to  kindle  liis  tire.  lie  repaired  to  tliat  place  before 

tbe  appointed  day,  and  rubbed  two  sticks  together,  wliieli  pro- 
Part  2.  ^ 

duced  fire.  He  kindled  it  in  the  midst  of  a square,  formed 
by  four  posts,  suhiciently  extended  to  contain  the  number  of 
warrioi’s  he  desired  to  assemble.  As  soon  as  the  day  dawned, 
the  Chief  jilaeed  himself  between  the  two  ]>osts  which  fronted 
the  east,  and  lield  in  his  hand  a package  of  small  sticks. 
1778  When  a warrior  entered  the  enclosure,  which  was  open  only 
on  one  side,  he  threw  down  a stick  and  continued  until  they 
were  all  gone,  the  number  of  sticks  being  equal  to  the  num- 
)x?r  of  Warriors  he  required.  Those  who  ]»rcsented  themselves 
afterwards  could  not  l>e  admitted,  and  they  returned  home  to 
hunt,  indicating  the  place  where  they  could  be  found  if  their 
services  should  be  needed.  Those  who  thus  tardily  presented 
themselves  were  badly  received  at  home,  and  were  reproached 
for  the  slight  desire  they  had  testitied  to  defend  their  country. 

The  warriors  who  were  in  the  enclosure  remained  there, 
and  for  three  days  tuok  the  medicine  of  war.  Their  wives 
brought  them  tlieir  arms  and  all  things  requisite  for  the 
campaign,  and  deposited  them  tliiee  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  the  square,  together  with  a little  bag  of  parched  corn- 
meal,  an  ounce  of  which  would  make  a })int  of  broth. It 
was  only  necessary  to  mix  it  with  water,  and  in  five  minutes 
1778  it  became  as  thick  as  suU])  cooked  by  a fire.  Two  ounces 
wotdd  sustain  a man  tor  twenty-four  hours.  It  was  indispen- 
sable, for,  during  a war  expedition,  the  jeirty  could  not  kill  game. 


* Calk'd  by  file  modern  Creek  traders  “coal  Hour.’ 
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The  three  days  of  medicine  ha\-ing  expired,  the  Cliief  de- 
parted wth  liis  warriors  to  the  rendezvoas  aj^pointed  l)y  the 
Grand  Chief.  Independently  of  this  medicine,  which  wiis 
taken  hy  all,  each  subordinate  Chief  had  his  particular  talis- 
man, which  he  carefully  carried  about  his  pci-son.  It  consisted 
of  a small  bag,  in  wliich  were  a few  stones  and  some  pieces  of 
cloth  which  had  been  taken  from  the  garments  of  the  Grand 
Chief,  in  the  return  from  some  former  war.  If  the  subordi- 
nate Chief  forgot  his  bag,  he  was  deprived  of  his  rank,  and 
remained  a common  soldier  during  the  whole  ex}>edition. 
The  Grand  Chief  presented  himself  at  the  rendezvous  on  the 
ap])ointed  day,  and  he  was  sure  to  tind  tliere  the  assembled 
warrioi-s.  He  then  i)laeed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
making  all  necessary  arrangements,  without  being  obliged  to 
rendezvous  on  account  of  any  one.  Being  cerbiin  that  his 
discipline  and  orders  would  be  punctually  enfjrced,  he 
marched  with  conlidence  against  the  enemy.  AVhen  they 
were  ready  to  march,  each  subordinate  Chief  was  comj)elled 
to  be  }>rovided  with  the  liguor  which  they  called  medicine  of 
war;  and  the  Creeks  placed  in  it  siu-h  a degree  of  contldence, 
that  it  was  difficult  for  a War  Chief  to  collect  his  army  if  they 
were  de]>rived  of  it.  He  M ould  be  exposed  to  great  danger, 
if  he  should  be  forced  to  do  battle  without  having  satisfied 
thi"  necessity.  If  he  slnuild  siitTer  defeat — M’hicli  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  case,  because  the  Marriors  would  have  no  confi- 
dence in  themselves,  but  be  overcome  by  their  omii  siijiei'sti- 
tious  fears, — he  wcniM  be  responsible  for  all  misfortunes. 

There  Mere  Im'o  medicines,  the  great  and  the  little,  and  it 
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vemaiiie*!  for  tlie  Chief  to  desigipde  which  of  these  should  be 
used.  The  warrior,  when  he  had  parta!:en  of  the  great  medi- 
cine, believed  himself  invulnerable.  The  little  medicine  served, 
in  his  eyes,  to  diminish  danger.  Full  of  coiitidence  in  the  state- 
ments of  his  Chief,  the  latter  ensily  persuaded  him,  that  when 
he  gitve  him  only  the  little  medicine,  it  was  because  circum- 
stances did  not  require  the  other.  These  medicines  being  purga- 
tive in  thei)  nature,  the  wairrior  found  himself  less  endangered 
by  the  w'ounds  which  he  might  receive.  The  Creeks  had  still 
another  means  of  dimiiiishing  the  danger  of  their  wounds, 
wliich  coiisistcvl  in  fighting  almost  naked,  for  it  is  well  known 
that  particles  of  cloth  remaining  in  wounds  render  them  more 
difficult  to  heal.  They  observed  during  war  tlie  most  rigor- 
ous discipline,  foi-  they  neither  eat  nor  drank  without  an  order 
from  the  Chi<d'.  They  dispensed  w ith  drinking,  ONen  while 
passing  along  the  bank  of  a river,  because  circumstances  had 
obliged  their  C'hit'f  t(.)  forbid  it,  under  pain  of  dejnFing  them 
of  their  medicine  of  war,  or,  rather,  of  the  influence  of  their 
talisman.  When  an  enemy  compelled  them  to  take  up  arms, 
they  never  returned  home  without  giving  him  battle,  and  at 
least  taking  a few  scalps.  These  may  be  compared  to  the 


colors  among  civilizfd  tioops,  fa-  when  a warrior  had  killed 
an  enemy,  he  took  his  scal]»,  whieh  was  an  honorable  trojdiv 
for  him  to  return  with  t<>  his  nation,  d'hey  removed  tlunn 
from  the  head  of  a.n  enemy  with  great  skill  and  dexteritv. 
They  were  not  all  of  the  same  \alue,  but  were  ela>sed,  and  it 
wjis  for  the  Chiefs,  win;  were  the  judges  of  all  aehievements, 
to  decide  the  value  of  each.  It  was  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
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ber  and  value  of  these  scalps  that  a Cieek  advanced  in  civil  chapter 
as  well  as  military  rank.  It  was  necessarv,  in  order  to  occupy 
a station  oi  any  importance,  to  have  taken  at  least  seven  oi 
them.  If  a young  Creek,  having  been  at  war,  returned  with- 
out a single  scalp,  he  contip.ucd  to  boar  the  name  of  his 
mother,  and  could  not  marry ; but  if  he  returned  with  a scalp, 
the  principal  men  assembled  at  the  grand  cabin,  to  gi\e  him  17T8 
a name,  that  he  might  abandon  that  of  his  mother.  They 
judged  of  the  value  of  the  scalp  by  the  dangers  experienced 
in  the  capture  of  it,  and  the  greater  these  dangers,  the  more 
considerable  were  the  titles  and  advancement  derived  from  it, 
by  its  owner. 

In  time  of  battle,  the  great  Chief  commonly  j)laced  him- 
self in  the  centre  of  the  army,  and  sent  reinforcements 
wherever  danger  a|)peared  most  pressing.  When  he  perceived 
that  his  fc*rces  were  repulsed  and  feared  that  they  would  yield 
entirely  to  the  efforts  of  the  enemv,  he  advanced  in  jierson, 
and  combated  hand  to  hand.  A crv,  repeated  on  all  side<,*  hts 
informed  the  warrioi*s  of  the  danger  to  which  a Chief  was  ex- 
posed. Immediately  the  coj'/js  de  reserve  came  together,  and 
advanced  to  the  s})ot  where  the  Grand  Chief  was,  in  order  to 
force  the  enemy  to  abandon  him.  Should  lie  be  dead,  they 
would  all  die  rather  than  abandon  his  body  to  the  enemy,  with- 
out first  securing  his  scalp.  They  attached  such  value  to  this 
relic,  and  so  much  disgrace  to  the  loss  of  it,  that  when  the 
danger  wjts  very  great,  and  they  were  not  able  to  pi-event  his 
body  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemv,  the  warrior 
who  WHS  nearest  to  the  dead  Chief,  took  his  scalp  and  tied,  at 
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the  same  tune  raising  a cry,  known  only  among  the  savages. 
He  then  went  to  the  spot  which  tlie  deceased  Chief  had  in- 
dicated, as  the  place  of  rendezvous,  should  his  army  Ixi  beaten. 
All  the  subordinate  Cliiels,  being  made  aware  of  his  death, 
by  this  cry,  made  dispositions  to  retreat;  and,  this  being 
eftected,  they  proceeded  to  the  election  of  his  successor,  before 
taking  any  other  measures.  The  Creeks  \vere  very  warlike, 
and  were  nr)t  rebuffed  by  a defeat.  On  the  morrow,  after  an 
unfortunate  battle,  they  ad\  anced  with  renewed  intrepidity,  to 
encounter  their  enemy  anew. 

..When  they  advanced  towards  an  enemy,  they  marched 
one  after  another,  the  Chief  of  the  party  being  at  the  head. 
They  arranged  tlioinselves  in  such  a manner  as  to  place  the 
foot  of  every  one  in  the  track  made  by  the  first.  The  Itistone 
concealed  e^■en  tliat  track  with  grass.  Hy  this  means  they 
kept  from  the  enemy  any  knowledge  of  their  number.  When 
they  made  a halt,  fa-  the  purpose  of  encamping,  tliey  formed 
in  a circle,  leasing  a passtigo  only  large  enough  to  admit  a 
single  man.  'I  hey  sat  cross-legged,  and  each  one  had  his 
gun  bv  his  side.  The  Chief  faced  the  entrance  of  tlie  circle, 
and  no  warrior  could  go  out  without  his  permission.  At  the 
time  of  slc'-ping  he  ga\e  a signal,  and  after  that  no  person 
could  stir,  Kising  was  performed  at  the  same  signal.  It 
was  ordinarily  the  Grand  Chief  who  maiked  out  positions, 
and  placed  sentinels  to  watch  for  the  security  of  the  army. 
He  always  had  a great  nund)er  of  runners,  both  before  and 
behind,  so  that  an  army  was  rarely  surprised.  They,  on  the 
contraiw,  conducted  wars  against  the  Kuropeans  entirely  by 
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sudden  attacks,  and  they  were  very  dangerous  to  those  who 
were  not  aware  of  thein.^" 

Wlien  the  Creeks  returned  from  war  with  captives,  they  march- 
ed into  their  town  with  shouts  and  the  firing*  of  guns.  They 
stripped  them  naked  and  put  on  their  feet  hear-skln  mocca- 
sins, with  the  hair  exposed.  The  punishment  was  always 
left  to  the  women,  who  examined  their  bodies  for  tlieir  war- 
marks.  Sometimes  the  young  warriors,  who  had  none  of 
these  honorable  inscriptions,  were  released  and  used  as  slaves. 
But  the  warrior  of  middle  age,  even  those  of  advanced  years, 
suffered  death  by  tire.  The  victim’s  arms  were  pinioned,  and  one 
end  of  a strong  grape  vine  tied  around  his  neck,  while  the  other 
was  fastened  to  the  top  of  a war-pole,  so  as  to  allow  him  to 
track  around  a circle  of  fifteen  yards.  To  secure  his  sea!]) 
against  fire,  tough  clay  was  j>laced  upon  his  head.  The  im- 
mense throng  of  s|)ectators  were  now  filled  with  deliu’ht,  and 
eager  to  witness  the  inhuman  s])ectacle.  The  sufi'ering  war- 
rior was  not  dismayed,  but,  with  a manly  and  insidting  voice, 
sang  the  war-song.  The  women  then  made  a furious  onset 
with  flaming  torches,  drip])ing  with  hot,  black  pitch,  and  ap- 
plied them  to  Ids  back  and  all  parts  of  his  body.  Suflering 
excruciating  pain,  he  ru<hed  from  the  ]»ole  with  the  fury  of 
a wild  beast,  kicking,  biting  and  tram|»ling  his  cruel  assail- 
ants under  foot.  But  fresh  numbers  came  on,  and  after  a long 
time,  ainl  when  he  was  nearly  burned  to  his  vitals,  they  ceased 
and  ]>oured  water  upon  him  to  relieve  him — only  to  prolong 

* Sejour  dans  la  nation  Creek,  par  Lo  Clcrc  Milfort.pp.  240, 2.Vd.CnS,‘319- 
8 


CHAPTER 

II. 

Part  2.. 


IS! 


m ^ooDsfn<anT 


iim^l 


i>u<ikhimih  vixy-f  bfft 

^ ’■  V ' -■ 

''  ■ ■ ^Tait9#V  m'omi  i^>ri  < 


«,'a 


I 


MRT'lAn'a  OS 

^ ' ■ ^,.  -a  ' , . ,.r.  ^ 

,mt^  la  (tiw  fri^ot  w«|  cjlni  i>9|? 

^r,nii\  («fT  _^^b(^§it.^  i^«tt  oiil*''diHr  ,®*Ui  . 

-!«  //  'infill  ii»l  »’>if>f4.fi5'^ii^  «>il  w ,es^ 

>0  fj/<frtf  94bihn^Mi9imS 

,^  faiT  hjfdi  hffli  Jrjin»tlvt  /i«Mjtjhi^  oW«iof«>j|  o^di 
,Jt»r  <•(  b'j'^jwvhr,  lt3^  i%ii  5-lbb«tf  Ijo 


m 


h )uH’ 


M’A- 


i‘nlk),^iij  'liii/f  btii^crti;  b'.»b  'jatt  ^(toii^  n }o  has  * 


of  tltfrr%ti{«  vJ  ^ ^>2  « lo  rj<4  v%4i^  <54  aavr, 


■ oblrOS'  ^Jtl  of 


ftW/iV  "b  alvi^  * f»f«Hyi#  sf'iett 

■ ' *'  J.r.T.v  «■*  ' „,  ''•■  ia-:rt 


m 


w. 


won  f4-»w  lo  ^notiflMadiri 

-iKy/  is^thvib/*  -vtiT  uKirturtm  hd)  F^*aiifiw,oJ  i-ycA® 

A "/  , * > '■  ** ' 

/r)i»iy  /i|r»:irt  t,  dtuf  Md  Ihrma^  Jon  >ijw  loh 


i'i^no  it.3i|)  i4#ofow‘safT  ^5-—  ». 


Otft  ^>l(fi« 

<|A  lOlO  ,rfj»1q  ^Uh(  diiir  ^^kiqhb  .>  *tl/Mi  ^nunul^  il)r/f 

’fbod  ^ifT*lo  ititiifj  H«  hrtfi  i44  di^ftt*>dt  fviiIq'^'  ^C 


lo  yjjil  UJf'o  fybq  ^4(1  oiorfil  af^riHq  iimfm'Jtij!at9 


■-  '.*'* 


•linear  iiuTj  iurt?  •Si^rijid  ♦^>^f^islM  biiw  A 

- , y ‘ a.' 


M 

'4 


M 


b^uyo  v^.dr  JiiRir  <>ji  iO‘>i|w  f>iT«  ,-3rtiiil  ‘J 


itfid  fwqtf  iot*w  1>oiikk(  b«B^  i!i^3 
msmstjtw^s^:^  .-,S  '-  A" 

w ' jtj  ' '®^  „ ’ ■ • 

■■■  ' w 


^ fr.q.A'MO  atAtm 

• a’k  " ■'■•"  '!ii*  **  '**  'R  " 

m ...  jbS ’■  8 


122 


THE  MUSCOGEES  OR  CREEKS. 


CHAPTER 

II. 

Part  2. 


17D8 


their  sport.  They  renewed  their  tortures,  when,  witli  champ- 
ing teeth  and  sparkling  eye-balls,  he  once  more  broke  through 
the  demon  tlirong  to  the  extent  of  liis  rope,  and  acted  -every 
part  that  the  dee[)cst  desperation  could  prompt.  Then  he 
died.  His  head  was  scalped,  his  body  quartered,  and  the 
limbs  carried  over  the  town  in  triumph.* 

An  enumeration  of  the  towns  found  in  the  Creek  nation 
by  Col.  Hawkins,  in  1798,  will  conclude  the  notice  of  the 
manners  and  customs  of  these  remai-kable  people,  though, 
hereafter,  they  will  olteii  be  mentioned,  in  reference  to  their 
commerce  and  wars  with  the  Americans. 

TOWNS  AMONG  THE  Ul'PER  CREEKS. 

Tal-e-se,  derived  from  Tal-o-fau,  a town,  and  e-se,  taken — 
situated  in  the  fork  of  the  Eufaube,  upon  the  left  bank  of  the 
Tallapoosa. 

Took-a-batcha,  opposite  Tallese. 

Auttose,  on  the  left  .^ide  of  Tallapoosa,  a few  miles  below 
the  latter. 

Ho-itli-le-waule — from  ho-ith-le,  loar,  and  waule,  divide — 
right  bank  of  the  Tallapoosa,  tive  miles  below  Auttose. 

Foosce-hat-che — fooso-wan,  a bird,  and  hat-che,  tail — two 
miles  below  the  latter,  on  the  right  bank. 

Coo-loo-me  was  below  and  adjoinincj;  the  latter. 

E-cun-hut-ke — e-ciin-nau,  earth,  and  hut-ke,  ivkitc — below 
Coo-loo-me,  on  tlu'  same  side  of  the  'I'allapoosa. 

Sou-van-no-gee,  left  bank  of  the  riv  er. 


* Adair,  pp.  390-391. 
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Mook-lau-sau,  a laile  below  the  latter,  same  side.  chapter 

Coo-sau-dee,  three  rr-iles  below  the  confluence  of  the  Coo- 

l^srt  2 

sa  and  Tallapoosa,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Alabama. 

E-cim-chate — e-ciin-na,  earthy  chate,  red — (now  a part  of  1798 
the  city  of  Moihgomery.) 

Too-was-sau,  three  miles  below,  same  side  of  the  Alabama. 

Pau-woe-te,  two  miles  below  the  latter,  same  side. 

Au-tau-g’ce,  right  side  of  the  Alabama,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  creek  of  the  same  name. 

Tiis-ke-gee — in  the  fork  of  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa,  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  former — the  old  site  of  Forts  'rouloiise 
and  Jackson. 

Iloochoice  and  llookchrue-ooehe,  towns  just  above  the  latter. 

0-che-a-po-fau,  o-che-ub,  hkkorii  tree,  and  po-fau,  hi  or 
among — east  bank  of  the  Coosa,  on  the  plain  jmst  below  the 
city  of  AVetumpka. 

AVe-wo-cau — we-waii  water,  wo-cau  harhnn  or  roaring — on 
a creek  of  that  name,  flfleen  miles  above  the  latter. 

Puc-cuii-tal-lau-has-soe — e})uc-cun-nau,  mag-apple,  tal-lau- 
has-se,  old  town — in  the  fluh  of  a creek  of  that  name. 

Cuo-sau,  on  the  left  bank  of  that  river,  between  the  mouths 
of  Eufaule  and  Nauehe,  (creeks  now  called  Talladega  and 
Kiamulgee.) 

An-be-cho-che,  on  Xaiiche  creek,  tive  miles  from  the  Coosa. 

Xau-che,  on  same  creek,  tive  miles  above  the  latter. 

Eu-fau-lau-hat-clie,  tifteen  miles  still  higher  up  on  the  same 
creek. 

AVoc-co-coie — woc-co,  blow  horn,eo\o,  a nest — on  l’otr-j>aiif- 
cau  creek. 
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Hill-au-bee,  on  ool-liiffa-de  creek,  which  joins  Hillauhee  creek 
on  the  right  side,  one  mile  helow  tlie  town. 

Thla-noo-che-au-bau-lau — thlen-ne,  mountain^  ooche,-  little^ 
au-bau-lau,  over — on  a branch  of  the  Ilillaiibee. 

Au-net-te-chap-co — aii-net-te,  swawp,  chap-co,  lonrj — on  a 
branch  of  the  Ilillaubee. 

E-chiL'se-is-h-gan,  v'liere  a.  yovnn  thing  was  found  (a  child 
was  found  here),  left  side  of  Ilillaubee  creek. 

Oak-tau-hau-zau-see — oak-tau-hau,  sand^  zau-see,  great 
deal — on  a creek  of  that  name,  a branch  of  the  Ilillaubee. 

Oc-fus-kee — oc,  ri?,  fus-kee,  a 'point — right  bank  of  the 
Tallapoosa. 

New-yau-cau,  named  after  Xew  York  when  Gen.  McGil- 
livary  returned  from  there  in  IVOO,  twenty  miles  above  the 
latter,  on  the  left  sidt"  of  the  Talla[)Oosa. 

Took-au-batcLe-tal-laii-has-se,  four  miles  above  the  latter, 
right  side  of  the  river. 

Im-mook-fau,  a gorget  made  of  a conchy  on  the  creek  of  that 
name. 

Too-to-cau-gee — too-to,  corn-house,  cau-gee,  standing — twen- 
ty milfs  alK)ve  Xew-yau-cau,  right  bank  of  the  Tallapoosa. 

Au-clie-naii-ul-gau — auclic-nau,  cedar,  ul-gau,  all — forty 
miles  above  New-yau-caii,  on  a creek.  It  is  the  farthest  north 
of  all  lht‘  Crock  sottlement^. 

E-pe-sau-gee,  on  a large  creek  of  that  name. 

Sooc-he-ah — so';>c-cau — hog  he-ali,  here — right  bank  of  the 
Tallapoosa,  twofvo  milos  above  Oc-fiis-kce. 

Eu-fau'lau,  ti\  e miles  alx>vo  Oc-fiis-koe,  right  bank  of  the  river. 
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Ki-a-li-jee,  on  tlie  creek  of  that  name,  whicK  joins  the  Tal-  cnAPXEii 


lapoosa  on  the  right  side. 

Aii-che-nan-liat-che — au-che,  cedar^  hat-che,  creek, 

Ilat-che-chub-bau — liat-che,  cpcca,  chiib-ban,  'middle  or  half 

UKiy. 

Sou-go-hat-che — sou-go,  cymbal^  (musical  instrument)  hat- 
che,  creek — ^joins  the  Tallapoosa  on  the  left  side. 

Thlot-lo-gul-gau — tiilot-lo,^6‘/6,  ul-gau,  all — called  by  trad- 
el's  Fish  Ponds, on  a creek,  abi-anchof  the  Ln-hau-hat-che. 

0-pil-thluc-co — 0-pil-lo-wau,  swamp,  thlucco,  big — twenty 
miles  from  the  Coosa,  a creek  of  that  name. 

Pin-e-hoo-te — pin-e-wau,  turkey,  choo-te,  house — a branch 
of  the  E-pee-sau-gee. 

Po-chuse-hat-che — po-chu-so-wau,  hatchet,  hat-che,  creek — 
(in  Coosa  county.) 

Oc-fus-coo-che,  little  ocfuskce,  four  miles  above  Xew- 
jau-cau. 

TOWNS  AMONG  THE  LOWER  CREEKS. 

Chat-to-ho-che— chat-to,  a ho-che  marked  ox  jlo  we  red. 
Such  rocks  are  found  in  the  bed  of  that  river  above  llo-ith-le- 
te-gau.  This  is  the  origin  and  meaning  of  the  name  of  that 
beautiful  river. 

Cuw-e-tough,  on  the  right  bank  of  tlie  Chat-to-ho-che,  three 
miles  below  the  falls. 

C>-cow-<x’idi-hat-che,  falls  creek,  on  the  right  side  of  the 
liver  at  the  tfuininatlon  of  the  falP. 

Hatelie-caiiane,  crooked  creek. 

\N  ac-coo-<  he,  calf  creek. 
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0-smi-mip-pau,  7)ioss  crcch, 

Hal-ciie-thlucco,  hig  creek. 

Co\v-e-iub  Tal-hiii-lias-se — CowetiiL  Tal-lo-fjui,  a town., 
ha^se,  old — three  miles  Ijelow  Cowetiili,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Chattahoochie. 

We-tum-caii — we-wau  water,  tiim-caii  rumbling, — a main 
branch  of  ^he  Uchee  creek. 

Cus-se-tuli,  five  miles  below  Cow-e-tuh,  on  the  left  bank  of  . 
the  Ohattaho(.'chie. 

Au-pnt-tan-e,  a village  of  Cussetuh,  on  Ilat-che-thluc-co, 
twenty  miles  from  the  river. 

U-chec,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Chat-to-ho-che,  ten  miles 
below  Cowet  nil  Tallauhassee,  and  just  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Uchee  creek. 

In-tuch-cul-gau — in-tuch-ke,  dam  across  water — ul-gau,  all; 
a Uchee  village,  on  Opil-tlilacco,  twenty-eight  miles  from  its 
junction  witli  Flint  river. 

Pad-gee-1  i-gau — jtad-jee  a pigeon — li-gau  sit,2)igeon  roost — 
on  tlie  right  bank  of  Flint  river  (a  Uchee  village). 

Toc-co-qiil-egau,  tadpole,  on  Kit-cho-foone  creek  (a  Uchee 
village). 

Oose-oo-v'hee,  two  miles  below  Uchee,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Cliattahoochie. 

Clie-a-u-hau,  below  and  adjuining  the  latter. 

Au-muc-c,ul-le,  pour  upon  me,  on  a creek  of  that  name, 
whicli  joins  on  the  right  side  ot  the  Mint. 

0-tel-who-vau-nau,  hurricane  town,  on  the  light  bank  of 
the  Flint. 
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Hit-che-tee,  on  tlie  left  bank  of  the  Chattahooehie,  one  mile 
below  Che-au-han. 

Che-au-hoo-che,  Little  Cheauhaw^  one  mile  and  a half  west 
from  Ilit-che-tee. 

Hit-clie-too-che,  lAVle  Hltchetee,  on  botli  sides  of  the  Flint, 

Tut-tal-lo-.see, /bz/7,  on  a creek  of  that  name. 

Pala-chooc-le.  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Chattahooehie. 

0-co-nee,  six  miles  below  the  latter,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Chattahooehie. 

Sou-woo-ge-lo,  six  miles  below  Oconee,  on  the  right  bank. 

Soii-woog-e-loo-che,  four  miles  below  Oconee,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Chattahooehie. 

Eu-tau-la,  lifteen  miles  below  the  latter,  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  same  river. 

From  this  town  settlements  extended  occasionally  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Fliui.^ 

* Hawkins’  “ Sketch  of  the  Creek  Country  in  17t,)8-09,”  pp.  26-66. 
In  addition  to  the  published  copy  of  tliis  interesting  pamphlet,  sent  to 
me  by  I.  K.d’efft,  Esq.,  of  Savannah,  the  Hon.  F.  W.  Pieken.qof  South- 
Carolina,  loaned  me  a inann.«cript  copy  of  the  same  work,  wriiten  by 
Col.  flawkin.s  tor  his  grandl’aiher,  Gen.  Andrew  Pickens,  who  was  an 
intimate  ttiend  of  ffawkins,  and  was  associated  wiili  him  in  several 
impoilaiit  Indian  treaties,  and  whose  name  will  often  be  mentioned 
hereafter. 
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PART  III. 

MOBILTANS,  CIIATOTS,  TIIOMEZ  AND  TENSAS. 

FI  AFTER  1718.  tlie  FroncTi  West  Company  sent,  from  Ko- 

n*  chelle,  eight  hundi-ed  colonists  to  Louisiana.  Among  tliem 
Part  3.  Frenchman  of  intelligence  and  high  standing,  named 

Le  Page  Du  Dratz,  who  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
public  plantations.  Afier  a residence  of  sixteen  years  in  this 
country,  he  returned  to  France,  and  ]>ublished  an  interesting 
work  upon  Louisiana,  1 )u  Pratz  Avas  often  at  Mobile,  and  about 
the  period  of  1721  found  living,  in  that  vicinity,  a few  small 
tribes  of  Indians,  Avhom  Ave  Avill  noA\-  describe. 

The  Chatots  Avere  a very  small  ti  ibe,  who  composed  a toAvn 
of  about  forty  hut>,  adjoining  the  bay  and  river  of  Mobile. 
They  appear  to  have  resided  at  or  near  the  ])resent  city  of 
_ Mobile.  '1  he  Chatots  wore  i^reat  friends  of  the  I'reneh  S(  t- 

1721 

tiers,  and  most  of  them  embraced  the  Catholic  religion. 
North  from  Molule,  and  upon  the  tirst  blutfs  on  the  same  side 
of  the  river  of  that  name,  lived  the  'J'homez,  who  Avere  not 
more  numerous  than  the  Chatots,  and  who,  also,  had  been 
tnught  to  Avor-hip  the  true  Cod.  C)pposite  to  them,  upon  the 
Tensa  river,  livi'd  a tribe  of  Tensas.  Avhose  settlement  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  huts.  They  Avere  a branch  of  the 
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Natchez,  and,  like  them,  kept  a perpetual  fire  burning  in  their 
temple. 

Further  north,  and  near  the  confluence  of  the  Tombigby 
and  Alabama,  and  above  there,  the  Mobilians  still  existed.  It 
was  from  these  people,  a remnant  of  whom  survivt'd  the  inva- 
sion of  pe  Soto,  that  the  city,  river  and  bay  derive  their 
naines.^'  They,  also,  kept  a Are  in  their  temple,  which  was 
never  suffered  for  a moment  to  expire.  Indeed,  they  had  some 
jire-eminonce  in  this  particular — fjr,  formerly,  the  nati\'es  ob- 
hiined  this  holy  liglit  from  their  temples.f  These  small  tribes 
were  all  living  i!i  peace  with  each  other,  upon  the  discovery  of 
their  country  by  the  French,  and  continued  so.  (xradually, 
liowever,  they  became  merged  in  the  larger  nations  of  the 
ChcK.*taws  and  Chickasaws.  They  were  all,  sometimes,  called 
the  Mobile  Indians,  by  the  early  French  settlers. 

The  Natchez  once  inhabited  the  south-western  j)ortion  of 
the  Mexican  empire,  but  on  account  of  the  wars  with  which 
they  were  continually  harrassed  by  neighboring  Indians,  tlu-y 
began  to  wander  north-east.  Finally  they  settf,  d upon  the 
banks  of  the  Mississip]ii,  chiefly  on  the  bluff’  where  now  stands 
the  beautiful  city  which  bea!*s  their  name.];  They  retained, 
until  tlicy  were  broken  up  by  the  French,  many  of  the  reli- 
gious rites  and  customs  of  the  Mexicans.  'J’heir  form  of  govern- 
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I Ciiarlfvoix’s  “ V'oyage  to  North  Amevioa,”  vol.  2,  p.  273. 
t Du  Piatz’s  Louisiana. 
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CHAPTER  laent  wr.s  distinguislied  from  lliiit  of  other  tribes  in  Alabama 
and  Missis  -ippi,  by  its  ultra  despotism,  and  by  the  grandeur 
haughtiness  of  its  Chiefs.  The  Grand  Chief  -of  the 
Natchez  bore  the  name  of  the  Sun.  Every  morning,  as  soon 
as  that  bright  luminai-y  appeared,  he  stood  at  the  door  of  his 
cabin,  turi'ed  his  face  towards  the  east,  and  bowed  three 
times,  at  tlie  same  time  prosti-ating  himself  to  the  ground. 
A pipe,  which  was  ne\  er  used  but  upon  this  occasion,  was 
then  handed  to  him,  from  wliich  he  pufted  smoke,  first  to- 
wards the  vSun,  and  then  towards  the  other  three  (juarters  of 
the  world,  lie  ])ivtended  tluit  he  derived  his  origin  from  the 
Sun,  acknowf.Mlged  no  other  ma>ter,  and  held  absolute  power 
over  the  lives  and  goods  of  his  subjects.  When  he  or  his 
nearest  female  relation  died,  his  Viody-guard  was  ol»liged  to 
follow  to  the  land  uf  spirits.  I'he  death  of  a Chief  some- 
times resulted  in  that  of  an  hundred  persons,  who  considered 
1721  it  a great  honor  to  be  sacritieed  upon  his  death.  Indeed,  few 
Natchez  of  note  died  without  being  attended  to  the  other 
world  by  some  of  th.eir  relatives,  friends  or  servants.  So  eager 
were  j»ersons  to  saeritiee  themselves  in  this  way,  that  some- 
times it  was  tell  years  liefore  thoir  turn  came;  and  those  who 
obtained  the  favor,  spun  the  cord  with  which  they  were  to  be 
strangled.* 

Tiie  cabins  of  the  Natchez  were  in  the  shape  of  pavilions, 
1721  low,  without  windows,  and  covered  with  corn-stalks,  leaves 
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and  cane  matting.  That  of  the  Great  Chief,  which  stood  upon 
an  artificial  mound,  and  fronted  a large  square,  wiis  hand- 
somely rough-cast  ^\^th  clay.  Loth  inside  and  out.  The  tem- 
ple was  at  the  side  of  his  cabin,  facing  the  east,  and  at  the 
extremity  of  the  square.  It  was  in  an  oblong  form,  forty  feet 
in  length  and  twenty  in  breadth.  AVithin  it  were  the  bones 
of  the  deceased  Chiefs,  contained  in  boxes  and  baskets. 
Three  logs  of  wood,  joined  at  the  ends,  and  placed  in  a trian- 
gle, occupied  the  middle  ])art  of  the  floor,  and  burned  slowly 
away,  night  and  day.  Keepers  attended  and  constantly  re- 
newed tliem.^'  The  Great  Sun  informed  1 >u  Pratz,  who  had,  in 
1820,  taken  iq>  his  .abode  among  them,  that  their  nation  was 
once  \'ery  formidable,  extending  over  vast  regions  and  gov- 
erned by  numerous  Suns  and  nobility ; that  one  of  the  keep- 
ers of  the  temple  once  left  it  on  some  business,  and  while  he 
was  absent,  his  associate  keepers  fell  asleep;  th.at  the  fire  went 
out,  and  that,  in  the  terror  and  dismay  into  which  they  were 
thrown,  they  substituted  profane  lire,  with  the  hope  that  their 
shameful  neglect  would  esca[>e  unnoticed.  Put  a dreadful 
calamity  was  the  consequence  of  this  negligence.  A horrible 
malady  raged  for  years,  during  which  many  of  the  Suns,  ainl 
an  infinite  number  of  peoph*,  di(‘d.f  d'his  fire  was  kept  constant- 
ly burning  in  honor  of  the  Sun,  which  they  s<'euK*d  to  wor^hi]' 
and  adore  above  everything  else.  In  the  spring  of  1 VOO,  Iix“n- 
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ville,  ill  company  with  a few  of  his  colonial  people,  visited  the 
Natchez.  While  there,  one  of  the  temples  was  consumed  by 
lightning.  The  Priests  implored  the  womer\  to  cast -their 
children  in  the  flames  to  appease  the  anger  of  their  divinity, 
l^efore  the  Pheuch,  liy  prayers  and  entreaiies,  could  arrest  this 
horrible  proceeding,  some  of  the  innocent  babes  were  already 
roasting  in  the  flames.'^'  At  this  time,  the  Natchez,  reduced 
by  wars  and  by  the  death  of  the  nobility,  upon  whose  decease 
the  existence  of  many  others  terminated,  did  not  exceed  a 
population  of  twelve  hundred. 

Fort  Rosalie,  erected  by  the  French  in  P71G,  upon  the  bluff 
which  sustains  the  city  of  Natchez,  had  a garrison  of  soldiers 
and  numerous  citizens.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  Novem- 
ber, 1V21),  the  Great  Sun  and  his  warriors  suddenly  hdl  upon 
them,  and  before  noon  the  wliole  male  jjojnilation  were  in  the 
sleep  of  death.  Tlie  women,  children  and  slaves  were  re- 
served as  prisonei's  of  war.  The  consternation  was  great 
throughout  the  colony  when  tliis  horrible  massacre  became 
known.  The  French  and  Choctaws  united,  and  drove  the 
Natchez  U[)on  the  lower  Wasliita,  just  below  the  mouth  of 
Little  river.  Here  the  latter  erected  mounds  and  embank- 
ments for  defence,  which  co^ered  an  area  of  four  hundred 
acres.  In  tlie  meantime,  having  obtained  assistance  from 
P'rance,  the  colonists  marelied  against  this  stronghold,  and, 
in  January,  1 783,  made  a succes^fid  attack.  They  captured 


^CayaiTe’s  Hi.-toiv  of  Loiihiana,  vol.  1,  p.  73. 
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the  Great  Sun,  several  of  the  War  Chiefs  and  four  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  of  the  tribe,  who  were  sent  from  New 
Orleans  to  St.  Domingo,  as  slaves.  The  remainder  of  the  tribe 
made  their  escape.  Some  of  them  sought  asylums  among  the 
Chickasaws  and  Creeks,  while  otliei-s  scattered  in  the  far 
west.^ 

* The  Natchez  have  been  mentioned  at  length  by  a number  of  French 
authors,  who  were  eye-witnesses  of  their  bloody  rites  and  ceremonies. 
See  Bossu’s  Travels  in  Louisiana, vol.  1,  j)p.  3::2-67.  Dumont’s  Louis- 
iana, vol.  1,  pp.  1J8-132.  Charlevoi.v’s  ^’oyago  to  Nortli  America,  vol. 
2,pp.  252-27-1.  Du  Pratz’ Louisiana,  pp.  79-95-291-3H).  Les  Natch- 
ez,par  M.  Le  Vicornptede  Chateaubriand — of  this  woik  400  pagc-.s  are 
taken  up  with  the  Natchez.  Jesuits  in  America — a recent  publication. 
Many  other  works  in  my  possession,  upon  Louisiana  and  Florida, 
allude  briefly  to  that  tribe. 
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tup:  choctaws  and  ciiickasaays. 

The  Choctatvs  and  Cliickasaws  descended  from  a people 
called  tlie  Chiekeinicaws,  who  were  among  the  first  inhabitants 
of  the  Mexican  empire.  At  an  ancient  period  they  began  to 
wander  towards  the  east,  in  company  with  the  Choccomaws. 
After  a time  they  reached  tlie  Mississij)pi  river  and  crossed  it, 
arriving  in  this  country  with  an  aggregate  force  of  ten  thou- 
sand warriors.  The  Choccomaws  establislied  themselves  upon 
the  head- writers  of  the  Ya/,oo,  the  Chiekasaws  u[)on  the 
northwestern  sources  of  the  Tombigby,  and  the  Choctaws 
upon  the  territory  now  embraced  in  southern  Mississipju  and 
south-western  Alabama.  They  thus  gradually  became  three 
distinct  tribes  ; but  the  C'hickasc'iws  and  Choccomaws  were 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  former,  while  the  Choc- 
taws spoke  the  same  langu.ige,  v.ith  the  exce]ition  of  a dillbr- 
ence  jiroduced  by  the  intonation  of  the  Noice.* 

Ujion  the  fn^st  setthuR-nt  of  Mobile  by  the  Fiench,  they 
found  that  the  Cdi<;ctaws  and  the  remnant  of  the  Mobilians 
employed  the  .^ame  language.  Indeed,  we  have  seen  that  the 


*•  Adair’s  American  Indians,  pp.  5,  G(I,  352. 
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great  Mobilian  Chief,  in  1 540,  had  a narao  whi(‘h  was  derived 
from  two  well-known  Choctaw  words — Tusca,  tcarrior^  and 
liisa,  black.  The  Indiana  v/ho  fought  De  Soto  at  Cabusto, 
upon  the  Warrior,  and  who  extended  their  lines  six  miles  up 
and  down  its  western  banks  to  oppose  his  crossing,  were  the 
Pafallayas.  They  ai'e  believed  to  have  been  no  other  peojile 
than  the  Choctaws.  There,  is  a word  in  the  language  of  the 
latter  called  fallava — lonri*  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  remind 
the  reader  that  theVChickasaws  were  living  in  the  upper  part 
of  Mississippi  when  De  Soto  invaded  it,  and  that  they  fouMit 
him  with  great  courage.  Now,  as  the  Choctaws,  according 
to  tradition,  came  with  them  to  this  country,  and  wore  a ]>or- 
tion  of  the  same  family,  ii  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
Pafallayas,  the  brave  allies  of  Tuscaloosa,  were  the  Choctaws — 
especially  when  taken  in  connection  with  collateral  evidence 
in  our  possession.  The  tradition  of  the  migration  of  the 
Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  from  the  iSfexican  em[»ire  has  been 
preserved  by  the  former  alone ; while  tlie  latter,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, have  lost  it.  On  the  road  leading  from  St.  Ste[»hens, 
in  Alabama,  to  the  city  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  was,  some 
years  ago,  a large  mound,  embracing  at  the  base  about  two 
acres,  ami  rising  forty  feet  high  in  a conical  form,  and  enclosed 
by  a ditch  encompassing  twenty  acres.  On  the  top  of  it  was  a 
deep  hole,  ten  feet  in  circumference,  out  of  which  the  ignorant 
})ortion  of  the  Choctaws  believed  that  their  ancestors  once 

* Transaction?  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  vol.  2.  j).  lOe. 
(A  paper  read  before  tfie  society  by  Albert  Gallatin.) 
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sprung  as  thick  as  bees,  peopling  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the 
country.  They  had  great  regard  for  this  artiticial  elevation,  and 
called  it  Nannawyah,  the  signification  of  which  is,  najina, 
A^7/,  and  wyah,  mother.  When  hunting  near  this  mound 
they  were  accustomed  to  throw  into  the  hole  the  leg  of  a 
deer,  thus  feeding  their  mother.  One  day  in  1810,  Mr.  Geo. 
S.  Gaines,  the  United  States  Choctaw  Factor,  in  going  to  the 
Agency,  rode  up  on  this  mound, 'which  lay  near  the  road. 
Presently  a good  many  warriors  passed  by,  and,  after  he  had 
satisfied  his  curlosit}',  he  rode  on  and  overtook  them.  The 
Chief,  who  was  no  less  a personage  than  the  celebrated  Push- 
matahaw,  with  a smile  full  of  meaning  and  mischief,  said — 
“Well,  Mr.  ‘G'amfs,’  I siip})ose  you  have  been  to  pay  our 
mother  a visit ; and  what  did  she  say  ] ” Your  mother, 
said  the  Factor,  observed  that  her  children  were  poor,  had 
become  too  numerous  to  inhabit  the  country  they  were  then 
occu])ving,  and  desired  very  much  that  they  would  sell  their 
lands  to  tlie  United  States  and  move  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
to  better  and  more  extensive  hunting  grounds.*  The  old 
Chief  laughed  immoderately,  vociferating  “ Ilolaiiba  1 holau- 
ba!  leenah.  [It's  a lie,  it's  a lie,  it's  a real  lie.)  Our  good 
mother  never  could  have  made  such  remarks.’'  On  the  jour- 
ney he  convei-sedmuch  with  Mr.  Gaines  upon  the  Indian  tradi- 

^ It  was  the  policy  of  all  the  Iiidian  Aiii'iits  to  ciicouracrc  the  emi- 
gration of  the  Iiuhans  further  west,  ruicl  they  never  let  an  opportunity 
slip  of  alluding  to  it. 
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tions,  and  said  ihat  tl:io  true  account  was  tliat  his  ancestors  chapter 
came  from  the  wesfc."^ 

Part  4. 

In  1771,  the  popidatiou  of  the  Choctaw  nation  was  con- 
siderable. Two  thousand  three  hundred  warriors  were  upon 
the  superintendoni's  books  at  Mobile,  wliile  two  thousand  i77i 
more  were  scattei-ed  over  the  country,  engaged  in  hunting. 

At  that  period  Capt.  Romau  passed  through  seventy  of  their 
towns.f  The  eastern  district  of  the  nation  was  known  as  Oy- 
pat-oo-coo-la,  or  the  small  nation.  The  western  was  called 
Oo-coo-la,  Falaya.  Oc-coola,  Hanete  and  Chickasaha. 

These  people  were  more  slender  in  theii’  form  tlian  otlier 
tribes.  The  men  were  raw-boned  and  astonishingly  active. 

None  could  excel  them  in  the  ball  play,  or  run  as  fast  uj.oii  1745 
level  ground.];  Roth  sexes  were  well  made,  and  the  features 
of  the  females  were  lively  and  agreeal)]«\  They  h;id  the 
habit  of  inscribing  their  faces  and  b<)dies  with  a blue  indelible 
ink,  which  a])peai‘s  to  have  been  the  practice  of  all  the  tribes  to 
which  it  has  been  our  piovince  to  allude.  The  Ciioctaws 
formed  the  heads  of  the  infants  into  dilferent  shapes  l>y  com- 
pression, but  it  was  chiefly  applied  to  the  forehead,  and  hence 
they  were  called,  bv  traders,  “ flat  heads,”  The  infant  was 
placed  in  a cradle,  with  his  f‘ct  ele\ated  twelve  inches  above 
a horizontal  position,  M'hile  his  head  was  bent  back  and  rested 
in  a hole  made  for  the  }mrpose.  A small  bag  of  sand  was 

* Conversations  wiih  .Mr.  (teorge  S.  (laincs.  Sec,  also.  Barnard 
Roniaii’.s  Florida,  jsp.  71-90. 

t Roman,  pp.  70-90. 
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fixed  upon  the  foreliead,  and  as  tiie  little  fellow  could  not 
move,  the  shape  required  was  soon  attained,  for  at  that  age 
the  skull  is  capable  of  receiving  any  impression.* 

The  dress  of  the  male  Choctaw  was  similar  to  that  of  the 
Creeks,  and  was  influenced  in  its  style  by  his  wealth  or  pover- 
ty. But  they  all  wore  the  buck-she-ah-ina,  f op^  made  of 
woollen  cloth  or  buckski  ii.  The  female  had  usually  only  a petti- 
coat reaching  from  the  waist  to  the  knees,  while  some  of  the 
richer  classes  wore  a co\  ering  also  upon  the  neck  and  shoulder, 
and  little  bells  fastened  to  a buckskin  garter,  which  clasped 
the  leg  just  below  the  knee.  They  wore  ornaments  in  their 
ears,  noses  and  around  the  fingers,  like  the  Creeks.  They 
were  not  cleanly  in  their  ])Ci'sons  like  the  Creeks,  who  were 
eternally  engaged  in  bathing;  but, strange  to  relate  of  Indians, 
very  few  of  the  Choctaws  could  swim,  a fact  recorded  by  all 
early  travellers  among  them.  As  they  seldom  bathed,  the 
smoke  of  their  lightwood  fiies  made  their  bodies  assume  a 
soot  color.f  Peculiarly  fond  of  the  ta^te  of  horse  flesh,  they 
preferred  it  to  beef,  even  if  the  animal  had  died  a natural 
death  ; and  it  was  not  uncommon  for  them  to  devour  snakes 
when  hard  pressed  for  food.|  Yet,  notwithstanding,  they 
were,  upon  the  whole,  very  agreeable  Indians,  Ixlng  invariablv 
cheerful,  witty  and  cunning,  Tlie  men,  too,  unlike  the  ])roud 
Chiefs  of  other  nations,  helja-d  the  wuinen  to  work,  and  did 
not  consider  it  a degradation  to  hire  themselves  for  that  pur- 

* Adair,  pp.  F-9.  f Possu’s  1'ravol?,  p.  298. 

I Milfeit,  p.  290  ; Adair,  p.  \Xi. 
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pose  to  their  constant  friends  the  French,  and  afterwards  to 
the  Enolish.'^  Xo  Indians,  moreover,  excelled  them  in  hospi- 
tality, which  they  exhibited  particularly  in  their  hunting  camps, 
where  all  travellers  and  visitors  Avere  recei\'ed  and  entertained 
\A-ith  a hearty  welcome.  In  regard  to  their  habits  in  tlie 
chase,  it  may  here  be  obser\'ed,  that  they  excelled  in  killing 
bears,  Avild-cats,  and  panthers,  pursuing  them  through  the 
immense  cane  SAvamps  Avith  AA’hich  their  country  abounded; 
but  that  the  Creeks  and  Chickasaws  AA'ere  superior  to  them 
in  OA'ercoming  the  fleet  deer.  While  hunting,  the  liver  of  the 
game  was  divided  into  as  many  })ieces  as  there  Acere  camj)  tires, 
and  Avas  carried  around  by  a boy,  aaIio  threAv  a piece  into  each 
tire,  intended,  it  aa-ouM  seem,  as  a kind  of  sacritice. 

The  ChoctaAvs  Avere  superior  orators.  They  spoke  aa  ith 
good  sense,  and  used  the  most  beautiful  metaphors.  They 
had  the  poAA'er  of  changing  the  same  AA'urds  into  different  sig- 
nitications,  and  eA’eii  their  common  speech  Avas  full  of  these 
changes.  Their  orations  Avere  concise,  strong  and  full  oI  tire.f 
ExcessiA'e  debauchery,  and  a constant  practice  of  begging,  con- 
stituted their  most  glaring  faults  ; and  it  Avas  amusing  to 
witness  the  many  ingenious  devices  and  shifts  to  which  they 
resorted,  to  obtain  presents. 

Timid  in  Avar  against  an  enemy  abroad,  they  fought  like 
desperate  veterans,  Avhen  attacked  al  home.  On  account  of 
their  repugnance  to  invading  tlie  country  of  an  enemy,  in 
Avhich  they  Avere  unlike  the  Creeks  and  ChickasaAvs,  they 
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were  often  taunted  by  these  latter  nations  with  the  charge  of 
cowardice.  Frequently,  exasperated  by  tliese  aspersions,  they 
Avould  boldly  cliallenge  the  calumniators  to  mortal  combat 
upon  an  open  field.  But  the  latter,  feigning  to  believe  that 
true  Indian  courage  consisted  in  slyness  and  stratagem,  rarely 
accepted  tlie  banter.  However,  in  1705,  an  oppoituiiity 
offered  in  the  sireets  of  Mobile,  when  Iloopa,  at  the  head  of 
forty  Choctaws,  fell  upon  three  hundred  Creeks,  and  routed 
and  drove  them  across  the  river,  into  the  marsh.  Hooma 
alone  killed  fifteen  of  them,  and  was  then  despatched  himself, 
by  a retreating  Creek.  They  were  pursued  no  further  because 
the  Choctaws  could  not  swim. 

They  did  not  torture  a prisoner,  in  a protracted  manner, 
like  other  tribes,  lie  was  brought  home,  despatched  with  a 
bullet  or  hatchet,  and  cut  up,  and  tlie  parts  burned.  The  scalp 
was  suspended  from  the  h(,)t-house,  around  which  the  women 
danced  until  they  were  tired.  They  were  more  to  be  relied 
upon  as  allies,  than  most  other  American  Indians.  The 
Creeks  were  their  greate>t  enemies.  In  August,  1705,  a war 
began  betweeui  them,  and  raged  seuu'ely  for  six  yeais.*  Art- 
ful in  deceiving  an  enemy,  they  attached  the  paws  or  trottei's 
of  pantliers,  beais  and  bntl’aloes.  to  their  own  feet  and  hands,  and 
wound  about  the  woods,  imitating  the  circlings  of  those  animals. 


Sometimes  a large  bu>h  \\as  carrietl  by  the  front  warrior,  con- 
cealing himself  and  tliose  behind  him,  while  the  one  in  the 


1745  extreme  rear  defaced  all  the  tracks  with  gniss.  Most  excel- 


* Roman,  pp.  70-91. 
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lent  trackei-s  tliemselves,  they  well  iindei*stoocl  how  to  deceive  chapter 
the  enemy,  which  they,  also,  eflected  by  astonishiii<T  powei-s 
in  imitating  every  fowl  and  quadruped.  Their  leader  could  - 

never  directly  iissume  the  command,  but  had,  rather,  to  con- 
duct his  operations  by  persuiislon.'^' 

Gambling-  was  a common  \Tce,  and  even  boys  engaged  in 
it  by  shooting  at  marks  for  a Avager.  In  addition  to  the  great 
ball  play,  which  was  conducted  like  that  of  the  Creeks,  already 
descnbed,  they  luiH  an  exciting  game  called  Ciiunke,  or,  by 
some  of  the  traders,  “running  hard  labor.”  An  alley  wiis  174-, 
made,  two  hundred  feet  long,  with  a hard  clay  surface,  which 
was  ke})t  swept  clean.  Two  men  entered  upon  it  to  [»lay. 

Tliey  stood  six  }'ards  from  the  upper  end,  each  with  a j>ole 
twelve  feet  long,  smooth  and  tapering  at  the  end,  and  with 
the  points  tlat.  One  of  them  took  a stone  in  the  shape  of  a 
grind-stone,  which  was  two  spans  round,  and  two  inches  thick  on 
the  edges,  lie  gave  it  a powerful  hurl  down  the  alley,  when 
both  set  olf  after  it,  and  running  a few  yards,  the  one  who  did 
not  roll,  CiU't  his  pble,  which  was  anointed  with  bear’s  oil,  with  a 
true  aim  at  the  stone  in  its  flight.  The  other  player,  to  defeat  his  1743 
object,  immediately  darted  his  pole,  aiming  to  hit  the  pole  of  his 
antagonist.  If  the  f rst  one  hit  the  stone  he  counted  one,  and  if 
the  other,  by  the  dexterity  of  his  Ciu<t,  hit  his  j)ole  and  knocked 
it  from  its  jiroper  direction,  he  aho  counted  one.  If  both  of 
the  players  missed,  the  throw  was  renewed.  Eleven  was  the 
game,  and  the  winner  had  the  pri\ilege  of  casting  the  stone. 

* Adair,  p.  309 — bossu,  p.  297. 
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In  this  maimer  the  greater  part  of  tlie  day  tvas  passed,  at  half 
speed ; tlie  jdayers  and  bystandei-s  staking  tlieir  ornaments, 
wearing  appai-el,  skins,  ]>ipes  and  arms  upon  the  result.  Some- 
times, aftei-  a fellow  had  lost  all,  he  went  home,  borrowed  a 
gun,  and  shot  himself.  Tim  women,  also,  had  a game  with 
sticks  and  balls,  something  like  the  game  of  battk-door.'* 

The  funeral  eeremuni<*s  of  the  Choctaws  were  singular,  and, 
indeed,  horriV)le,  but  like  those  of  nearly  all  the  aborigines  at 
the  time  of  the  im  asion  of  1 >e  Soto.  As  *)ou  as  the  breath 
departed  from  the  liody  of  a Choctaw,  a high  scaffold  was 
erected,  thirty-six  feet  from  the  dwelling  where  the  decea.sed 
died.  It  consisted  of  four  forks  set  in  the  ground,  across  wliich 
poles  were  laid,  and  then  a tk >or  m.-ide  of  boards  or  cypress 
bark.  It  was  stockad.al  with  poles,  to  prevent  the  admh.Aon 
of  beasts  of  pi’tw.  1'he  posts  of  the  scaffold  were  painted  with 
a mixtui'c  of  vermilion  and  bear’s  oil,  if  the  deceased  was  an 
Indian  of  note.  Tlu*  bo<ly,  (uuoloped  in  a large  bear-skin, 
\vas  hauled  up  on  the  scaff’okl  by  ro})Cs  or  vines,  and  laid  out  at 
length.  The  relations  a»rinbk.'d,  and  wept  and  howled  with 
mournful  voices  asking  sti-ange  ipu^tions  of  the  corpse,  ac- 
<'ording  to  the  sex  to  wliieh  it  belonged.  AMiy  did  you 
leave  us  r’  “Iffd  your  wife  not  serve  you  well  T’  AVere 
YOU  not  contented  with  your  ehiklreii  l>id  you  not  have 
corn  enough  T’  “ I >id  not  your  land  ]iroduce  ?”  “ AVere 

YOU  tifraid  of  your  emunies  h’  To  increase  the  solemnity  and 
importance  of  the  funeral  of  a noted  Indian,  pei-sons  were 


* Roman,  pp.  70-91. — Adair,  j).  40*1. — Bossu,  p.  30G. 
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hired  to  cry — the*  males  having  their  heads  hung  with  black  ciiai’tkr 
moss,  and  the  females  suffering  their  hair  to  flow  loosely  to 
the  winds.  These  Avomen  came  at  all  hours,  for  several 
weeks,  to  mourn  ai-ound  tlie  scaffiffd;  and,  on  account  of  the 
horrid  stench,  frer|iieut]y  fainted,  and  liad  to  be  borne  awav. 

When  the  body  liad  thus  lain  three  or  four  montlis,  the  F>one- 
PiCKER  made  his  ap])earance.  In  1772,  there  were  five  of 
these  hideous  undertakers  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  who  travel- 
led about  in  search  of  scaffolds,  and  the  horrible  Avork  Avhich 
Avill  bo  described.  Tlie  bone-picker  apprise!  the  relatives  of 
the  deceased  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  dissection  should 
take  place.  Upon  the  day  Avhich  he  had  a[»}>ointfd,  the  rcla-  1:0 

tives,  friends,  and  others  hired  to  assist  in  mourning,  sur-  it:i 

rounded  the  scaffold.  The  l)one-picker  mounted  upon  it,  witli 
horrid  grimaces  and  groans,  took  off  the  skin,  and  commenced  it;; 
his  di>n'usting  Avork.  lie  had  verv  long  and  lianl  nails,  grow- 
ing*  on  the  thumb,  fore  and  middle  fingers  of  each  hand,  lie 
tore  off  the  flesh  Avith  his  nails,  and  tied  it  up  in  a Itundle. 

He  cleaned  the  bones,  and  also  tied  up  the  scra]Mugs.  Leav- 
ing the  latter  on  the  scati'old,  he  descended  Avith  the  bones 
upon  his  head.  All  this  time  the  assembly  moaned  and  howletl 
most  awfully.  They  then  })ainted  the  head  Avith  verniili(Ui, 

Avhich,  te»gether  Avith  all  the  bones,  Avas  placed  in  a nice  Lax 
Avith  a loose  lid.  If  the  bones  were  those  of  a Chief,  the  cotlin 
also  Avas  painted  red.  Next,  tire  Avas  a])plied  to  tin*  scatloM, 
around  which  the  asMmibly  danced  and  frightfully  wln«'ped 
until  it  was  consume*!  la-  the  flames.  Then  a long  pr<K-e<"i*'n 
Avas  formed  and  tin*  boin-s  were  carried,  amid  A\ceping  ainl 
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moaning’,  to  the  hone-house,  of  which  evely  town  of  imj)or- 
tance  had  several.  These  houses  were  made  by  four  j)itch- 
pine  posts  being  placed  in  the  gTound,  upon  the  top  of  which 
was  a scaffold  ffoor.  On  this  a steep  roof  was  erected,  like 
that  of  some  modern  houses,  with  tiie  gables  left  open.  There 
the  box  wjis  deposited,  with  other  boxes  containing  bones. 
In  the  meantime  a great  feast  had  been  prepared,  and  some- 
times three  horses  were  cooked  u}),  if  the  deceased  was  wealthy. 
But  the  infernal  bonr-picker  still  was  master  of  cercmoides, 
and  having  only  wiped  his  filthy,  bloody  hands  with  grass, 
served  out  the  food  to  the  whole  assembly.* 

AYhen  the  bone-house  was  full  of  chests,  a general  inter- 
ment took  place.  The  jieople  assembled,  bore  off  the  chests 
in  procession  to  a ]ilain,  with  weeping,  howling  and  ejacula- 
tions of  Alleliijah  I Allelnjah  ! The  chests  containing  the 
bones  were  arranged  upon  the  ground  in  order,  forming  a 
P3'ramid.  Tluy  then  covered  all  vrith  earth,  which  rai.-^cd  a 
conical  mound.  Then  returning  home,  the  day  was  concluded 
with  a feast. I 

The  Choctaws  entertained  a great  veneration  for  their 
medicine  men  or  doctui-s,  who  practiced  upon  them  constant 
frauds.  Their  fees  vne  exorbitant,  and  required  to  be  satis- 
fied in  advance.  hen  a doctor  had  attended  a patient  a 
long  time,  and  the  hitter  had  nothing  more  to  give  as  pav- 
ment,  he  usually  a-’^embled  the,  relations  in  private,  informed 

* Adair,  jiji.  Roman,  pp.  71-00.  Milt’uit,  jip.  20.‘3-20S. 
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them  tliat  he  had  done  all  in  his  power,  and  had  exhausted  chapter 
his  skill  in  endeavoring  to  restore  their  fiiend ; that  he  would 
surely  die,  and  it  was  best  to  terminate  his  sufferings.  Re-  1777**  ' 
posing  the  blindest  contidence  in  this  inhuman  declaration, 
two  of  tlieiii  then  jumped  upon  the  poor  fellow  and  strangled 
him.  In  1782,  one  of  these  doctors  thus  began  to  consult 
Avith  the  relations  upon  the  case  of  a poor  fellow.  While  they 
were  out  of  the  house,  lie  suspected  their  intentions,  and 
making  an  unnatural  effort,  crawled  to  the  woods  which  for- 
tunately was  near  the  house.  It  was  night,  and  lie  succeeded 
in  getting  beyond  their  reach.  The  doctor  persuaded  them 
that  he  Avas  certainly  dead,  and  they  erected  a scaffold  as 
though  he  Avere  upon  it  and  AA'ept  around  it.  Fortunately,  nw 
laying  his  hands  upon  an  o})ossum,  the  poor  felloAv  eat  of  it 
from  time  to  time,  and  gained  strength,  now  that  he  had 
escaped  the  clutches  of  tlie  doctor,  avIio  had  nearly  smoked 
and  bled  him  into  the  other  world.  At  length,  after  much  suf- 
fering, he  made  his  Avay  to  the  Creek  nation  and  threw  himself 
upon  the  coin]>assion  of  Colonel  IMcGillivray,  Avho  had  him 
restored  to  health  by  proper  attention.  Again  going  back  to 
his  nation,  at  the  expiration  of  three  months,  he  arrived  at  nw 
the  house  from  A\hich  he  had  esca[>ed,  at  the  very  time  that 
the  people  Ayere  celebrating  his  funeral  by  burning  the  scaf- 
fold and  dancing  around  it.  His  sudden  appearance  tilled 
them  Avith  horror  and  dismay.  Some  tied  to  the  Avood.<, 
others  fell  U})on  the  ground.  Alarmed  himself,  he  retreated 
to  the  house  of  a neighbor,  who  instantly  fell  on  his  face,  say- 
ing, “Why  have  you  left  the  land  of  spirits  if  you  were  happy 
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there  ? Wliy  do  you  return  among  us  ? Is  it  to  assist  in 
the  last  feast  wliich  your  family  and  your  friends  make  for 
you?  . Go  I return  to  the  land  of  the  dead  for  fear  of- renew- 
ing the  sorrow  which  they  have  felt  at  your  loss  !”  Shunned 
by  all  his  ]>eople,  the  poor  Choctaw  went  back  to  the  Creek 
nation,  married  a Tuskegee  women,  and  lived  in  that  town 
the  balance  of  his  life.  Before  his  door  lay  the  four  French 
cannon 'of  old  Fort  Toulouse.  ^Vhen  the  Chocta^vs  had  be- 
come satisfied  that  he  did  not  die,  and  was  really  alive,  they 
killed  the  doctor  who  had  decei\ed  them.  They  often  en- 
treated the  fellow  to  return  home,  but  he  preferred  to  remain 
among  a })eo}»le  who  would  not  strangle  him  when  he  was 
sick.^^ 

'I'he  Choctaws  had  no  other  religion  than  that  which  at- 
tached to  their  funeral  rites.  The  French,  to  whom  they  were 

1771 

warmly  attached,  .‘bought  in  vain  to  convert  them  to  Christianity. 
At  Chickasaha,  they  erected  a eha|»el  and  gave  the  control 
of  it  to  a Jesuit  missiouary.  When  the  English  took  posses- 
sion of  this  country,  the  (.'hoetaws  of  that  place  would,  for 
the  amusement  of  their  new  tViends,  entei-  the  old  chapel,  and 
go  through  the  Catholic  ci'remonies,  mimieing  the  ]>riest  with 
surprising  jiowers.  In  1771,  Capt.  Eoman  saw  the  lightwood 
cross  still  standing,  but  the  chapel  had  been  destroved. 

The  Chiekasaws,  although  at  the  period  of  1771  a small 
nation,  were  om-e  numerous,  and  their  language  was  spoken  by 
manv  tribes  in  the  Western  States.  Thev  were  the  fiercest, 
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most  insolent,  haughty  and  cruel  people  among  the  Southern 
Indians.  They  had  proved  their  bravery  and  intre})idity  in 
constant  wars.  In  1541,  they  attached  the  camp  of  J >e  Soto 
in  a most  furious  midnight  assault,  threw  his  army  into  dis- 
may, killed  some  of  his  soldiers,  destroyed  all  his  baggage, 
and  burnt  up  the  town  in  which  he  was  quartered.  In  173G, 
they  whipped  the  French  under  Bienville,  wlio  had  invaded 
their  country,  and  forced  them  to  retreat  to  Mobile.  In  1753, 
MM.  Bevist  and  Regio  encountered  defeat  at  their  hands. 
They  continually  attacked  the  boats  of  the  French  voyagers 
iq)on  the  Mississi}>pi  and  Tennessee.  They  were  constantly 
at  war  with  the  Kickapoos  and  other  tribes  upon  the  <Jhio, 
but  were  defeated  in  most  of  these  engagements.  But  with 
the  English,  as  their  allies,  they  were  eminently  successful 
against  the  Choctaws  and  Creeks,  with  whom  they  were  often 
at  variance. 

The  Chickasaws  were  great  robbers,  and,  like  the  Creeks, 
often  invaded  a countiy,  killing  the  inhabitants  and  carrying 
otf  slaves  and  })lunder.  The  men  considered  the  culti\  ation 
of  the  earth  beneath  them  ; and,  when  not  engaged  in  hunting 
or  warfare,  sle[»t  away  their  time  or  ]>layed  u|)On  flutes,  while 
their  women  were  at  work.  They  were  athletic,  well-formed 
and  graceful.  The  women  were  cleanly,  industrious,  and 
ge  n e ra  1 ly  good -1  ook  i n g. 

In  1771,  they  lived  in  the  centre  of  a large  and  giuitly  n»ll- 
ing  j)rairie,  three  jniles  s(|uare.  They  obtained  thoir  watvr 
Irom  holes,  which  drivd  up  in  summer.  In  this  jirairie  was 
an  assemblage  of  houses  one  mile  and  a lialf  long,  \ery  nar- 
0-^ 
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row  and  irregular,  which  was  divided  into  seven  towns,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mellattau — hat  and  feather. 

Chatelaii — copper  town. 

Chnckafi  1 ay  a — long  town. 

Hickihaw — stand  still. 

Chucalissa — great  toivn. 

Tuckahaw — a certain  weed. 


Ash- wi ck-hoo-m a — red  gra ss. 

The  last  was  once  well  fortified  with  palisades,  and  there 
they  defeated  D’ Artaguette.  The  nearest  running  water  was  two 
miles  distant ; the  next  was  four  miles  off,  to  which  point 
canoes  could  itscend  from  the  Tombigby  in  high  tide.  The 
ford,  which  often  proNcd  difficult  of  crossing,  was  called  Xa- 
1771  hoola  Tnalchubba — (he  luhite  man's  hard  labor.  Horses  and 
cattle  increased  rajiidly  in  this  country.  The  breed  of  the  for- 
mer descended  from  importations  from  Arabia  to  Spain,  from 
S}>ain  to  Mexico,  and  from  thence  to  the  Chickasaw'  nation. 
Here  they  ran  wild  in  immense  droves,  galloping  over  the 
beautiful  prairies,  the  sun  glittering  upon  their  various  colors. 
They  were  owned  by  the  Indians  and  traders. 

The  Chickasaws  w'ere  very  Imperious  in  their  carriage  to- 
wards females,  and  extremely  jealous  of  their  wives.  Like  the 
Creeks,  they  puni>hed  adultery  by  beating  with  poles  until 
1771  the  sufferer  was  senseless,  and  then  concluded  by  cropj>ing 
the  ears,  and,  for  the  second  offence,  the  nose  or  a piece  of  tlie 
upper  lip.  X(4w  ithstaiKling  they  resided  so  far  from  largo 
streams,  tliey  were  all  excellent  swimmers,  and  their  children 
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were  taught  that  art,  in  clay  holes  aPxd  pools,  whioh  remained  chapter 
filled  with  water  unless  the  summer  was  remarkably  d.y. 

Of  all  the  Indians  in  America,  they  were  the  most  expert  in  - 

tracking.  They  would  follow  their  flying  enemy  on  a long 

gallop  over  any  kind  of  ground  without  mistaking,  where  per- 

✓ 

haps  only  a blade  of  grass  bent  down,  told  the  footprint. 

Again,  when  they  were  leisurely  hunting  over  the  woods,  and 
came  upon  an  indistinct  trail  recently  made  by  Indians,  they  i7S2 

knew  at  once  of  what  nation  they  were  by  the  foot])rints,  the  1745 

hatchet  chops  upon  the  trees,  their  camp-fires,  and  other  dis-  1759 
tinguishing  marks.  They  were  also  esteemed  to  be  admirable 
liuntei's,  and  tlieir  extensive  plains  and  unbroken  forests  af- 
forded them  the  widest  held  for  the  disjday  of  their  skill.  In 
1771,  tlieir  grounels  extended  from  Middle  Mississipj'i  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  some  distance  into  the  territory 
of  the  present  State  of  Tennessee.  But  this  extreme  north- 
ern ground  tliey  visited  with  caution,  and  only  in  the 
winter,  when  their  northern  enemies  were  close  at  home. 

They  were  often  surprised  on  the  sources  of  the  Yazoo,  1745 
but  below  there,  and  as  far  east  as  the  branches  of  the  i783 
Tombigby  to  Oaktibbehaw,  they  hunted  undisturbed.  This  i7o9 
last  Point  they  regarded  as  the  boundary  between  them 
and  the  Choctaws.  AVlth  the  latter  they  had  no  jealousies 
in  regard  to  the  chase,  and  they  sported  upon  each  others’ 
grounds  when  not  at  war.  Although  the  country  of  the 
Chiekasaws  abounded  with  that  valuable  animal,  the  beaver,  1771 
tlu'y  left  them  for  the  trad(‘rs  to  caj)ture,  saying,  ‘‘ Anybody 
can  kill  a beaver.”  d'hey  pursued  the  more  noble  and  ditli- 




asT'«Aii'?f-vifc^‘T  Mty^o/f  'mh  ni  hjs  iti^i  *y][<>w 

. .(.n  v,irjjihy<  tfii7  %‘>i(i;t 

m li>c,j/9  jm“>m  *>ut  -If  )//  Mrtit  , ft#'. fjfli  fkK>  ^ 
■jjiiwi  i;  i.ia.  v-(if9U'»  j^.M.i'.(ft'  ; V’Mdi  .blmihr  v^oiiT 

• v /i- H-r » -iKjii  van  f.»>o 

-kU  j>ksi  hvai  '^o  9-^M  n ?i«o 

i>fi,p  >,/(j  7‘‘>w  ri'VUMhi  «-.nf-w  ,nk-^A 

««Tt  . ,aiiikl)ul  {<;  yIi»*  Vj  ‘i  HfctI  tin  rttwjo  ftmnf} 

<i:t  ni{]  ,*'4nn»]!oot  "•('  //.f  ywft  n>j}5-n  1<>  S'jito  J«  W9oi 

6J?X  -^.ib  bn;:  .'^;y:U  ipu>:>.i  -t />,.'■!  ' :t.t  frfhjK  )9iJ#«d 

'.‘vi  tij  k)nr.^9Ji-e' •/•'.-.ir 
ir.Js-'  i-*»t  ft»>j{6vonij  Liiii  'j‘/bn  i}/j>  I'odt  ban  ffnytaisd 

a I Jlidi  if  fdt  io  'mU  vd  9<  ;i 

*•;  mu9:  fc.yl*  jCVf 

• •"'  ’(.nyiiWii  ‘.‘dj  <’.)(?r  6»!.vijiv]  ;i  Lfif;  ok'€>  sH}  ?o  Aiuatii 

■/  : -dhuff  jiiU  .-.■ ’^.a^jirsfjT  inua^i  | iinil  )o 

^ j ft(  {iMu  kiiit  dhu  f jbjUfuTj^  /no 

.9|uod  4ii  ‘jiT  iy/  5^nfn*;‘Mi*  n '!;Ahoti  ihdt  n-nf  ff 

a>:i  . ,<.Kx;ft?  9i)j  n<);  ,rjfk>  frto/f  '(fw(T 

err  pi'X  T9  r/  d .umJ  djiir  fist  IW  n V'^  bar  wolstf  Jmf 

•x:i  rMf  J ^hjrt^iimr  b-.}mni  7-uU  ,r>„k-',btAiiO  o)  /d^iJraoT 

x»9iU  g«  l>,.'  r.  v:,i  v;ulj  hel 

<■ i,:t  {u;ii  ivjjr.}  mfl  ihiVJ  ^MrJxuj'.  f -jtiihaii 

■ M.ili  bnr  *>i!i  <.)  bfivgOI  Of 

'*<>)  rouft*,,  -;ty  ii';,-ii‘.»d,!{ A ,»nY/;  Ji;  kuj  tiHiifr  ubijuin^ 

ii:i  ,iM.-r'4  -,i|j  Jnnuuii  -^W}  ill../  i.n^  b dnUHKhx  nffsv'jMUO 
yj  . ;-tV  - ,.,{| 

‘.,!j  '(^T  w <i  lifi  Iffto 


150 


THE  CHICKASAWS. 


CHAPl'ETi 

II. 

Part  4. 

cult  sport  of  overcoming-  the  fleet  deer,  and  the  equally  swift 
and  more  formidable  elk. 

The  summer  habitations  of  the  Chickasaws  were  cabins  of 
an  oblong  shape,  near  which  were  corn-houses.  In  the  yard 
stood  also  n winter-house,  of  a circidar  form.  Having  no  cliim- 

17*15 

neys,the  smoke  found  its  way  out  of  this  “hot-house”  wherever 
it  could.  These  they  entered,  and  slept  all  night,  stifled  with 
smoke,  and,  no  matter  how  cold  the  morning,  they  came  forth 
naked  and  sweating  as  soon  as  the  day  dawned.  Tliese  houses 
were  used  by  the  sick  abo,  who,  remaining  in  them  until  per- 
spiration ensued,  jumped  suddenly  into  holes  of  cold  water. 

They  dried  and  pounded  their  corn  before  it  came  to  ma- 
turity, which  they  called  Hoota-capassa— A small 
quantity  of  this  thrown  into  water,  swelled  immediately,  and 
mnde  a flue  beverage.  Tlu-y  used  hickor}'-nut  and  bi-ar's 

1771 

oil ; and  the  traders  learned  them  to  make  the  hams  of 
the  bear  into  bacon.  In  1771,  the  whole  number  of  gunmen 
in  the  Chickasaw  nation  otdy  amoimte<l  to  about  two  hundred 
and  tifty.  It  is  astoiii^hiug  what  a handful  of  warrioi-s  had 
so  long  kept  neighboring  nations  of  great  strength  from  de- 
stroying them. 

Tliey  buried  tluar  <lcad  the  moment  vitality  ceased,  in  the 

1771 

very  sj)ot  whero  the  bed  stoo.l  uj<on  which  the  deceased  lav, 
and  the  nearest  relatives  mourned  «>ver  it  with  woful  lamen- 
tations. d’his  mourning  continued  for  twehe  moons,  tlu'  wo- 
men })racti-^ing  it  o]*enly  and  \ocifen»u>ly.  ami  the  men  silently.^' 
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The  modern  reader  may  form  some  idea  of  the  Chickasaw  chapter 
and  Choctaw  nations,  as  they  once  existed,  by  briefly  tracint^ 

* ® Part  4. 

the  route  of  Capt.  Ecman  through  tlieir  country,  lie  began 

his  tour  at  iMobile,  encamped  at  S|u-ing  Hill,  passed  tlie  head  September  i?o 

watei's  of  £)og  nyer,  and  again  encamj>ed  at  Bouge  Ilooma — 

red  creek — tiie  boundary  between  the  Enoflisli  and  the  Choc- 

taws.  Pursuing  his  iourney,  tiie  camp  was  j*itched  at  lIoo]»a  September  30 

Ulla — nois^  owl — where  lie  saw  tlie  Creek  painting  dt'scribed 

upon  })age  100.  Then  ]>assing  Okee  Ulla — noisi/ v:ti(er — and 

the  towns  of  Coosa,  ITaanka  Ulla — hawUna  goose — Itc  crossed 

a branch  of  tlie  Sookhan-IIatcha  riyer.  He  reached  a do-  Octobers 

sorted  town  called  Utuck  (dliiikke — hlue  v'ood — jiassed  through 

Abccka,  an  inhalated  town,  awd  there  crossed  another  branch 

of  the  Sookhan-llatclia,  and  arrived  at  Ebeetap  (docoola, 

where  the  Choctaws  had  erected  a large  stockade  fort.  A 

south-western  diipction  was  now  assumed,  and  ('a}>t.  Boman 

}»assed  through  the  following  towns;  Chooka,  1 Ionia,  < >ka 

IToola,  Iloola  Tall’a,  Ebeetap  Ocoola  Clio,  Oka  Attakkala, 

and  crossing  Bouge  Fooka  and  Bouge  Chitto,  which  runs  into 

Bouge  Aithe-Tanne,  arrived  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  -lames,  OctoUr  ig 

at  (diickasaha. 

He  set  out  from  this  place  for  the  Chickasaw  nation,  and  Xovcmbfr  lo 
crossed  only  two  streams  of  im|>oi  tance — Aa^liooba  and  < >k- 
tibbehaw.  Without  accident,  he  arrived  at  the  Chickasaw 
towns  enumerated  upon  page  14  8,  and  King  nithinafew 
miles  of  Pontitoc.  lie  proceeded  ('astdiy-south  five  mil- s and  ibo-mbtrS 
cross(al  Xahoola-lnal-chubba — inwn  creek — aiul  then  a>'unied 
a south-east  direeti<m,  and  arrived  at  tie*  Twentv-mile  creek,  a 
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laroe  braiie)i  of  the  Tombigrbv.  At  the  mouth  of  Xahoola-Inal- 
chubba,  Capt.  Roman  found  a large  cano*.-,  in  Avhich  he  and 
his  companions  embarked  and  proceeded  down  the  Tombigby. 
One  mile  below,  on  the  west  bank,  they  passed  a bluff  on 
which  the  French  formerly  had  a fortiticd  trading  pyst.  Capt. 
Roman  next  saw  the  mouth  of  the  Oktibbehaw,  the  dividing 
line  between  the  two  nations,  and  passed  the  mouth  of  the 
Nasheba,  on  the  east.  Floating  with  rapidity  down  the  river, 
he  next  came  to  the  Noxshubby,  on  the  west  side,  and  then 
to  the  moiiih  of  a creek  called  Etomba-Igaby — box  maker^s 
creek — wdiere  the  French  had  a fort.*  From  this  creek,  the 
name  of  which  has  l)cen  corrupted  by  the  French  to  “Tom- 
beckbe,”  and  l>y  the  American^j  to  “Tombigby,”  the  river 
takes  its  name.  U})Oii  it  lived  an  Indian  who  made  chests  to 
hold  the  bones  of  the  Choctaws. 

Roman  came  to  the  coutlucmce  of  the  Tombigby  and  AVar- 
rior,  and,  a little  below,  ]>assed  some  steep  chalky  blutls,  which 
the  tradei'S  called  the  ChickamicGallenj^  because  from  this  point 
they  were  accustomed  to  shoot  at  the  French  l>oats.  On  the 
top  of  this  bluff  was  a vast  plain,  with  some  remains  of  huts 
standing  upon  it.f  Three  mih  s below  the  mouth  of  the  vSoukan- 
Ilatcha,  Roman  came  upon  the  old  towns  of  the  Coosawdas 
and  Oahch<)is,  commencing  at  Suetaloosa — black  blujf' — and 
extending  from  thence  down  the  river  for  some  distance.^ 

* Now,  Jones’s  Bluff.  •[  Now  the  site  of  Doniopolis. 

t Some  of  the  Ahibnnnis  living  at  llie  town  of  that  name  t)elow  the 
confluence  of  the  Coosu  and  Tallapoosa,  and  some  Creeks  of  the  town 
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Next,  passing  a high  bluff  called  Nanna  Fallaya,  he  reached 
Batcha  Chooka,  a bluff  on  the  east  side,  where  he  encount- 
ered a desperate  band  of  thieves,  belonging  to  the  town  of 
Ol^aloosa,  of  the  Choctaws.  lie  then  came  to  some  bluffs 
called  Nanna  Chahaws,  where  a gray  flat  rock,  called  Teeak- 
haily  Ekutapa,  rises  out  of  the  water.  Here  the  peo]>le  of 
Chickasaha  once  had  a settlement.  Lower  down,  the  party 
saw  a bluff  upon  the  east  side,  called  Yagna  Iloolali — beloved 
ground — and  encamped  at  the  mouth  of  Sintabouge — snake 
creek — three  miles  below  which  was  the  English  line  separat- 
ing them  from  the  Choctaws.  Having  entered  the  British 
settlements,  Capt.  Roman  continued  his  voyage  until  he 
reached  Mobile.^" 

of  Oakchoy,  to  be  nearer  the  French,  who  were  their  friends,  moved 
upon  the  main  Tombigby,  and  the  tieserted  towns  whicii  Roman  men- 
tions were  those  in  which  they  had  formerly  lived. 

* Roman's  Florida. 
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THE  CHEROKEES. 


PART  V. 

THE  CIIEEOKEES. 

CHAPTER  It  has  been  seen  that  De  Soto  passed  over  a portion  of  the 
country  of  these  Indians  in  the  territory  uhich  emhi-aces 
1540  Xorthern  Georgia.  The  name  Clierokee  is  derived  from  Chera, 
fire ; and  tire  Pro^jliets  of  this  nation  were  called  Chera- 
taghge,  men  of  divine  fire. 

The  first  that  we  liear  of  the  Cherokees,  after  the  Spanish 
invasion,  is  their  connection  with  the  early  British  settlers  of 
Virginia.  A })Owerful  and  extensive  nation,  they  even 
had  settlements  upon  die  Ajipomattox  river,  and  were  allied 
1623  hy  blood  with  the  Povdiattan  tribe.  The  Virginians  drove 
them  from  that  place,  and  they  reti'eated  to  the  head  of  the 
Holston  river.  Here,  making  temporary  settlements,  the 
Northern  Indians  compelled  them  to  retire  to  the  Little  Tennes- 
see river,  where  they  e>tablished  themselves  permanently. 
About  the  same  time,  a large  branch  of  the  Cherokees  came 
from  the  territory  of  Soiith-Caroliiia,  near  Charleston,  and 
formed  towns  upon  the  main  Tennessee,  extending  as  far  as 
the  Muscle  Shoals.  They  found  all  that  region  unoccupied^ 
excejit  u}»on  the  Cumberland,  where  resided  a roving  band  o^ 
Shawnees.  Ihit  the  whole  country  bore  evidence  of  once 
having  &u>tained  a large  Indian  population. 
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Sucli  is  the  origin  of  the  first  Cherokee  settlements  upon 
the  main  Tennessee,  but  the  great  body  of  the  nation  appeai-s 
to  have  occupied  Xortlicrn  Georgia  and  Xorth-western  Carolina 
as  far  back  as  the  earliest  discoveries  can  trace  them. 

Eiit  very  little  v/as  known  of  these  nntives  until  the  Eng- 
lished formed  colonies  in  the  two  Cai’olinas.  They  are  tii-st 
mentioned  when  some  of  their  Chiefs  complained  that  the 
Savannas  and  Congerees  attacked  their  extreme  eastern  set- 
tlements, ca])tared  their  pcojtle  and  sold  them  as  slaves  in 
the  town  of  Charleston.  Two  years  afterwards.  Governor 
Archdale,  of  Carolina,  arrested  this  practice,  which  induced 
the  Cherokees  to  become  frieiidsof  the  English.  They  joined 
the  latter  in  a war  against  the  Tiiscaroras.  But  three  years 
afterwards  they  became  allies  of  the  Xorthern  Indians,  and 
once  moi'C  fought  their  European  friends.  At  length  Governor 
Xichalson  concluded  a peace  with  them,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  Alexander  Cummings,  the  British  General  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Affairs.  The  Cherokees  assisted  the  Eng- 
lish in  the  capture  of  Fort  l)uquesne.  AVhen  returning 
home,  however,  they  coimuitted  some  depredations  upon  the 
settlers  of  Virginia,  which  were  resented.  This,  together  with 
the  influence  of  French  emissanes,  had  the  etfect  again  to 
array  them  agaiint  the  people  of  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas. 
Various  ex])cdit!ons  marched  against  them,  and  their  country 
was  finally  invaded  with  success,  by  Colonel  Grant.  Having 
sued  for  ]»eace,  articles  of  amity  and  alliance  were  sigUftl  at 
Long  Island,  uj»on  tin*  Holston.  According  to  the  tratlitions 
juvserved  by  dudge  Haywood,  who  wrote  the  Histmy  of 
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Tennessee,  the  Clierohees  orig’inally  came  from  tlie  territory 
now  embraced  by  tlie  Eastern  States  of  the  Union,  in  which 
they  differ  from  the  other  tribes  of  whom  it  has  been  our 
province  to  speak,  all  of  wliom  came  from  the  west. 

AVhen  they  began  to  be  visited  by  tlie  Carolina  traders, 
their  nation  was  j)Owerful  and  Avarlike,  and  was  divided  into 
two  parts.  The  Upjier  Cherokees  lived  upon  the  rivers  Tellico, 
Great  and  Little  Tennessee,  the  Holston  and  French  Broad. 
The  Lower  Clierokees  inhabited  the  country  watered  by  the 
sources  of  the  Oconee,  the  <Jckmulgee  and  the  Savannah. 
The  great  Unaka  or  Smoky  mountain  lay  between  and  divided" 
the  two  sections.*  Their  whole  country  Avas  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  romantic  in  the  knoAvn  Avorld.  Their  springs  of  deli- 
cious Avater  gushed  out  of  every  hill  and  mountain  side.  Their 
lovely  I'ivers  meandered,  now  smoothly  and  gently,  through 
the  most  fertile  vallies,  an<]  then,  Avith  the  precipitancy  and 
fleetness  of  tlie  Avinds,  rushed  over  cataracts  and  through 
mountain  gaps.  The  forests  Avere  full  of  game,  the  rivers 
abounded  Avith  hsh,  the  vales  teemed  Avith  their  various  pro- 
ductions, and  the  mountains  Avith  fruit,  Avhile  the  pure  atmos- 
phere consummated  the  hapj-iness  of  the  blest  Cherokees. 

About  the  }>eriod  of  1 700,  the  Cherokee  nation  consisted 
of  sixty-four  towns.  But  the  inhabitants  of  those  situated  in 
the  upjier  district,  Avero  continually  engaged  in  wars  Avith  the 


* Haywood’s  Aboriginal  Hif^tory  of ’I\Minesse,  pp.  4.  I'rans- 

actions  of  the  Ainoricaii  Antuiaai  iaii  .Socit-ty,  vol.  i2,  pp.  b9-90  Adair's 
American  Indians. 
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Northern  Indians,  while  those  below  were  harrasscd  by  the 
Creeks.  Then  again,  the  Cherokees  had  to  encounter,  first  the 
French,  and  then  tlie  English.  From  these  causes,  (added  to 
which  was  the  terrible  scoin-ge  of  the  small  pox,  introduced 
into  Charleston  by  a slave  ship,  and  thence  carried  into  their 
country,)  the  population  had  greatly  decreased — so  that,  in 
1740,  the  number  of  warriors  was  estimated  at  only  five 
thousand.  That  year  fully  one  thousand  of  these  were  de- 
stroyed by  that  disease.'^ 

The  Cherokees  were  so  similar  to  the  Creeks  in  their  form, 
color,  general  habits  and  pursuits,  that  the  reader  is  rerpiested 
to  refresh  his  recollection  in  relation  to  our  description  of  the 
latter,  and  will  not  be  required,  tediously,  to  retrace  the  same 
ground.  Their  ball  }>lays,  green  corn  dances,  constant  hal>itof 
indulging  in  the  purifying  black  drink,  their  manner  of  con- 
ducting wars  find  of  })unishing  prisoners,  their  council-houses, 
their  common  aj^parel,  and  also  their  appearance  during  war, 
were  all  precisely  like  those  of  the  Creeks,  And,  in  addition, 
they  played  Chunke,  like  the  Choctaws.  However,  a careful 
examination  of  several  authorities,  has  unfolded  a few  pecu- 
liarities, which  will  now  be  introduced. 

• Einlike  other  Indian  nations,  who  once  trod  our  soil,  the 
Cherokees  had  no  laws  against  adultery.  Both  sexes  were 
unrestrained  in  this  particular,  and  marriage  was  usually 
of  short  duration. 

Oil  account  of  the  j)urc  air  which  they  breathed,  the  exer- 
* Historical  Collections  of  Georgia,  vol.  2,  p.  72. 
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CHAPTER  eise  of  the  chase,  the  abiinchmce  of  natural  productions  whicli 
the  country  afforded,  and  the  delicious  water  which  wa->i  al- 
ways  near,  the  Clierokees  lived  to  an  age  much  more  advanced 
than  the  other  tribes  which  liave  been  noticed  in  this  chapter.'^ 
They  observed  some  singular  rules  in  relation  to  the  burial 
of  the  dvad.  When  a pei-son  was  past  recovery,  (to  prevent 
1725  pollution,)  they  dug  a grave,  prepared  a tomb,  anointed  the 
hair  of  the  patient  and  }>ainted  his  face ; and  when  death  en- 
sued, interment  was  immediately  performed.  After  the  third 
day,  the  attendants  at  the  funeral  appeared  at  the  council- 
house  and  engaged  in  tluar  ordinary  pursuits,  but  the  rela- 
tives lived  in  retirement  an»l  fnoaned  for  some  time.f  Such 
ceremonies,  jji'acticed  upon  a poor  fellow  in  his  last  moments, 
and  while  in  his  senses,  was  certainly  a cooler  and  more  cruel 
method  than  that  of  the  Choctaws,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  sud- 
denly jumjted  upon  ilie  })aiieiit  and  strangled'' him  to  death, 
after  the  doctor  had  jtronounced  his  recovery  impossible. 

It  was  formerly  the  habit  of  the  Clierokees  to  shoot  all  the 
stock  belonging  to  the  deceased,  and  they  continued  to  bury, 
with  the  dea<l,  their  guns,  bows  and  household  utensils.  If 
one  died  u}>on  a iouriitw,  hunt  or  war  expedition,  his  com- 
panions erected  a stage,  upon  which  was  a notched  log  pen, 
ill  which  ihe  body  was  placed  to  secure  it  from  wild  beasts. 
When  it  was  supposed  that  sullicient  time  had  elapsed,  so 
that  nothing  remaiiual  but  the  l.tones,  they  returned  to  the 
1735  collected  tliesc,  Carried  tiuun  home,  and  buried  them  with 

* Aiiair,  pp. 
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great  ceremony.  Sometimes  heaps  of  stones  were  raised  as 
monuments  to  the  dead,  wliose  bones  tliev  had  not  been  able 
to  ‘‘  gather  to  tlieir  hithers,”  and  every  one  who  }>assed  by 
added  a stone  to  the  pile.^ 

llem-v  Timberlake,  a Lieutenant  in  the  Britisli  service,  was 
despatched  witli  a small  command  from  Long  Island,  upon 
the  Ilolston,  to  the  Cherokee  towns  upon  the  Tellico  and  the 
Little  Tennessee  rivers.  His  object  was  to  culti\ate  a good 
miderstandiiig  with  these  people,  who  had,  indeed,  invited 
liini  to  their  country.  He  descended  the  Ilolston  in  canoes,  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Little  Tennessee,  and  thence  passed  up  that 
stream  to  their  towns.  Spending  some  weeks  here,  he  re- 
turned to  Charleston  with  tliree  Cherokee  Chiefs,  and  sailed 
for  England.  Three  years  afterwards  lie  pnblislied  a book, 
from  which  we  have  been  enaliled  to  gain  some  information 
rospeeting  the  Cherokees.f 

The  Cherokees  were  of  middle  stature,  and  of  an  olive  color, 
but  were  generally  painted,  while  their  skins  were  stained  with 
iud'dible  ink,  representing  a variety  of  pretty  tigures.  Ac- 
cording to  Bart  ram,  the  males  were  larger  and  more  robust 
than  any  others  of  our  natives,  while  the  women  were  tall, 
slender,  erect,  and  of  delicate  frame,  with  features  of  perfect 
symmetry.  AVith  cheerful  countenances,  they  moved  about 
"ith  becoming  grace  and  dignity.  Their  feet  and  hands 
'v»  re  small  and  ex(|uisitely  shaped.  The  hair  ^f  the  male 


* Adair — Dartram. 

f Alomoiis  of  Lieutenant  Henry  Timberlake.  London:  17Co. 
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CHAPTER  was  shaved,  except  a pateli  on  the  hack  part  of  the  head, 
wliicli  was  ornamented  with  heads  and  feathers,  or  witli  a colored 
deer’s  tail.  Tlieir  eai-s  were  slit  and  stretched  to  an  enormous 
size  causing  the  persons  who  had  the  cutting  peiformed 
to  undergo  incredible  [»ain.  They  slit  hut  one  ear  at  a time, 
because  the  patient  had  to  lay  on  one  side  forty  days,  for  it  to 
heal.  As  soon  as  he  could  hear  the  operation,  wire  was  wound 
around  them  to  expand  them,  and  wlien  they  were  entirely 
well,  they  were  adorned  with  silver  [)eiidants  and  rings. 

Many  of  them  had  genius,  and  spoke  well,  which  paved  the 
1761  way  to  power  in  council.  Tlieir  language  was  pleii^^ant.  It  was 
very  aspirited,  and  the  accents  so  many  and  various,  that  one 
would  often  imagine  tliem  singing,  in  their  common  discourse. 

They  had  a particular  method  of  relieving  the  poor,  which 
ought  to  he  ranked  among  the  most  laudable  of  their  religi- 
ous ceremonies.  The  la-ad  men  issued  orders  for  a war  dance, 
at  vhicli  all  the  lighting  men  of  the  town  assembled.  But 
here,  contrary  to  all  their  other  dances,  only  one  danced  at  a 
time,  who,  v\ith  a tomahawk  in  his  hand,  ho})ped  and  capered 
for  a minute,  and  then  gave  a whoop.  The  music  then 
stojiped  till  he  related  the  manner  of  his  taking  his  tirst  scalp, 
lie  concluded  his  narration,  and  cast  a string  of  wampum, 
wire,  ]ilate,  paint,  lead,  or  any  thing  he  could  spare,  upon  a 
large  hear-.^kin  spread  for  the  purpose.  Then  the  iimsic 
again  began,  and  he  continued  in  the  same  manner  through 
all  Ills  warlike  actions,  d’heu  another  succeeded  him,  and 
the  ceremony  lasted  until  all  the  warriors  had  related  their 
ex])loits  and  tlirown  presents  ii]»ou  the  skin.  The  stock  thus 
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raised,  after  paying  the  musicians,  was  divided  among  the 
poor.  The  same  ceremony  was  used  to  recompense  any  ex- 
traordinary merit. 

The  Cherokees  engaged  oftener  in  dancing  than  any  other 
Indian  pu}>ulation  ; and  wlien  reposing  in  theh  towns,  almost 
every  night  was  spent  in  this  agreeable  amusement.  They 
were  likewise  very  dexterous  at  pantomimes.  In  one  of  these, 
two  men  dressed  themselves  in  beai -skins,  and  came  among 
the  assembly,  winding  and  ])awing  about  with  all  the  motions 
of  that  animal.  Two  hunters  next  entered,  who,  in  dumb 
show,  acted  in  all  res})ects  as  if  they  had  been  in  the  woods. 
After  many  attempts  to  shoot  the  bears,  the  hunters  tired, 
and  one  of  them  was  killed  and  the  other  wounded.  They 
attempted  to  cut  the  throat  of  the  latter.  A tremendous 
scuffle  ensued  l>etween  the  wounded  bruin  and  the  hunters, 
affording  the  whole  company  a greatdeal  of  divo]e''ion.  They 
also  had  other  amusing  pantomimic  entertainments,  iimong 
which  was  ‘Taking  the  pigeons  at  roost.” 

They  were  extremely  proud,  despising  the  lower  class  of 
Europeans.  Yet  they  were  gentle  and  amiable  to  those 
whom  they  thought  their  friends.  Implacable  in  their  enmity, 
their  revenge  was  only  completed  in  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  enemy.  They  were  hardy,  and  endured  heat,  cold, 
and  hunger  in  a surprising  manner.  Jhit  when  in  their 
power  to  indulge,  no  pcOj)le  upon  earth,  except  the  Choctaws, 
carried  debauchery  to  greater  excess.^- 

* Timbcrlakc’s  Memoirs,  pp.  19-bO  ; bartram,  pp.  3GS-.'tG9 
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’William  Bartram,  who  penetrated  the  Cherokee  nation, 
mentions  the  following  towns.  We  use  his  orthography. 

ox  THE  LITTLE  TENNESSEE  RIVER,  EAST  OF  THE  SMOKY  MOUNTAIN. 

Echoe;  Xucasse;  Whataga;  Cowe. 

ON  THE  DRANCHES  OF  THAT  RIVER. 

Ticaloosa ; Jure;  Conisca;  Nowe. 

ON  THE  LITTLE  TENNESSEE,  NORTH  OF  THE  SMOKY  MOUNTAINS. 

Tomothle  ; Xuewe;  Tellico;  Clemmse;  Ocunnoliifte ; Che- 
we  ; Quanusc  ; Tullow  e. 

INLAND  TOWNS  ON*  THE  BRANCHES  OF  THAT  RIVER,  AND  OTH- 
ERS NOR'JH  OF  THE  SMOKY  MOUNTAIN. 

Tellico;  Cliatuga;  lliwasse  ; Cliewase  ; Xuanha. 

OVERHILL  TOWNS  ON  THE  TENNESSEE  OR  CHEROKEE  RIVER. 

Tallasse  ; Chelowe  ; Sette  ; Chute-great;  loco;  Tahasse  ; 
Tamohlo  ; Tiiskege  ; Big  Bland  ; X’ila'pie;  X’iowe. 

LOWER  'TOWNS,  EAST  OF  THE  MOUNTAINS. 

Sinica  ; Keowe  ; Kul-age;  Tugilo  ; Estotuwe  ; Cu^ikitche  ; 
Chute;  Estutowe,  grrat ; Allagae  ; lore;  Xacooche.* 

Oov.  Blount,  of  tlu'  ’I'ennessee  Territory,  made  a report  to 
the  Indian  1 )e})aTtiiR-nt  uf  the  Federal  Government,  in  which 
he  deserihed  other  towns  t]ie  f'hcrokee  nation.  It  appears 
that  a [lOTtion  of  the  C'le  rokees  establisln.d  themselves  upon 
C'hieamauga  C’reek,  one  liundTed  miles  l>elow  the  mouth  of 
the  lloiston,  1.',‘ing  avrrse  to  any  terms  of  frieiidshi})  Avith  the 
Engli>h.  But,  helitoing  tht‘^e  new  settleiiK'Uts  to  be  infested 
with  witches,  they  abandoned  them,  moted  forty  miles  lower 
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down  the  Tennessee,  and  there  laid  out  the  foundation  of  the 
“ five  towns  ” which  they  inhabited  for  many  yeare  afterwards, 
and  until  their  final  removal  to  Arkansas.  These  towns  were : 

Running  AVater — on  the  south  bank  of  the  main  Tennes- 
see, three  miles  above  Xickajack,  containing  one  hundred 
huts,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  a mixed  population  of 
Cherokees  and  Shawnees. 

Nickajack — on  the  south  bank  of  the  Tennessee,  contain- 
ing forty  houses. 

Loin>-  Island  Town — on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee, 
on  an  island  of  that  name,  containing  several  houses. 

Crow  Town — on  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee,  half  a mile 
from  the  river  up  Crow  creek.  This  was  the  largest  of  the  towns. 

Lookout  Mountain  Town — between  two  mountains,  on 
Lookout  Mountain  creek,  tifteen  miles  from  its  confluence  with 
the  Tennessee. 

The  first  four  of  these  towns  were  considerable  Indian 
thoroughfiires  for  a long  period,  being  the  crossing  ]>laces  of 
the  Southern  and  Xorther-n  Indians  during  their  wars  with  the 
Cumberland  American  settlements.  Of  tliese  five  towns,  the 
sites  of  Xickajack  and  Long  Island  only  are  in  Alabama,  situ- 
ated in  the  north-east  ['art  of  l>e  Kalb  county.  Rut  still  low- 
er down,  in  the  present  State  of  Alabama,  were  AVilTs  Town 
and  Turkey  Town — important  Cherokee  establishments.  'I'he 
former  was  named  for  a half  breed  called  Rcd-hcaded  WIIL 
At  these  towns  lived  the  Rritish  Superintendent,  (the  celebra- 
ted Col.  Campbell,)  before  and  during  the  Revolutionary  A\  ar.'^' 
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CHAPTER  III. 

ANCIENT  MOUNDS  AND  FORTIFICATIONS 
IN  ALABAxMA. 

CHAPTER  In  the  Soiitliorn  and  North-western  States  mounds  of  va- 
rioiis  dimensions  and  descriptions  are  yet  to  he  seen,  and  con- 
tinue to  elicit  no  little  speculation  in  regard  to  the  race  of 
peoj)le  wlio  formed  them,  and  tlie  ol>jocts  which  they  had  in 
view. 

Mounds  arc  most  commonly  heaps  of  earth,  hut  in  some  in- 
stances tliey  ai-e  made  of  fragments  of  rock.  In  Florida,  Georgia, 
Alabama  and  Mississip[>i,  they  arc  of  two  classes.  AVc  Avill 
first  treat  of  thf*  large  mounds,  some  of  which  are  round,  some 
eli})tical,  and  others  square.  Many  of  them  are  flat  on  top, 
while  others  jiresent  conical  forms.  They  ascend  to  the  lieight 
of  from  forty  to  ninety  feet,  and  some  are  eighteen  hundred 
feet  in  circumference  at  the  base.  Especial  contrivances  ap- 
pear to  have  been  resorted  to,  to  ascend  tliese  singular  and  im- 
pc»sing  elevations,  by  means  of  steps  cut  in  the  sides,  in- 
clining at  an  easy  angk',  and  reaching  from  the  ground  be- 
1540  low  to  their  tops.'^‘  During  the  invasion  of  l)e  Soto,  they 


* See  Chaptor  2,  pp.  G3-6  1. 
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>vere  used  as  elevated  platforms,  sustaining  the  houses  of  the  chapter 
Cliief,  his  himily  and  attendants,  while  the  common  people 
lived  around  the  base.  The  writers  upon  that  expedition 
describe  the  manner  in  which  the  natives  brought  the  earth 
to  the  spot  and  formed  these  elevations.  Garcellasso  de  la 
Vega  states  that  the  erection  of  a mound  wiis  the  first  object 
in  building  a new  town,  which  was  generally  located  upon 
some  low  alluvial  ground.  Vhen  completed,  tlie  Chiefs 
liouses,  from  ten  to  twenty  in  number,  were  placed  upon  its 
top,  and  a public  square  laid  out  at  the  base,  around  which 
were  the  houses  of  the  prominent  Indians,  while  the  Immbler 
wigwams  of  tlie  common  people  stood  ai‘ound  the  other  side 
of  the  mound. 

Such,  then,  three  hundred  and  ten  years  ago,  was  found  to  1540 
be  the  use  of  these  mounds.  Ily  the  writers  of  De  Soto,  they 
are  repeatedly  mentioned  as  being  almost  daily  seen  in  all  the 
territory  tlirough  which  that  remarkable  adventurer  passed. 

Yet,  many  very  learned  and  wise  antiquaiies  liave  contended,  in 
various  works  which  they  have  published,  that  these  mounds 
must  have  been  constructed  at  a very  ancient  period,  by  a race 
far  advanced  in  civilization — that  the  aborigines  who  were 
first  discovert  d by  Piuro})eans  were  incapable  of  erecting  such 
works,  on  account  of  their  ignorance  of  the  arts  and  their 
want  of  sufficient  po})ulatiou.  Our  readers  have  seen  what  a 1540 
numerous  po['ulation  De  Soto  and  other  di^coverei-s  found  1504 
here,  atid  that  they  possessed  much  ingenuity  in  the  building 
of  boats,  fortitications,  tenqies,  hous<'s,  itc.  Of  all  peo})lo 
upon  earth,  the  American  Indians  had  most  time  to  engage 
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CHAPTER  in  such  works,  for  they  were  never  accustomed  to  regard  their 
time  as  of  the  least  importance.  Indeed,  the  American  citi- 
zen of  the  present  day,  avIio  has  lived  upon  the  Indian- fron- 
tiers, knows  that  they  often  assemhled  together  in  great  num- 
bers and  performed  public  works  of  all  kinds.  But  much 
later  authority  than  that  offered  by  the  writers  of  De  Soto 

1730  will  be  })reseuted.  It  will  be  recollected  that  when  the  French 
drove  the  Natchez  tribe  from  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the 
city  of  that  name,  that  the  latter  established  themselves  upon 

1731  the  Lower  AVashita,  where  they  “erected  mounds  and  em- 

1732  bankments  for  defence,  whicli  covered  an  area  of  four  hundred 
acres.”  These  mounds  are  still  to  be  seen  there,  and  some 
of  them  are  very  large.  These  Indians  were  driven  from 
Natchez  in  1730.  Two  yeare  afteiwvards  the  French  defeated 
them  upon  the  Washita,  whei'e  tliey  were  protected  by  their 
embankments  and  mounds,  Avhich  they  had  only  been  a little 
over  two  years  in  constructing.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind 
that  this  was  about  one  liundred  and  ninety-one  years  after 
the  invasion  of  De  Soto ; and  the  facts  are  attested  by  nume- 
rous Frenchmen  and  other  autliors,  some  of  whom  were  eye- 
wtnesses.^- 

Charlevoix  and  Tonti  both  mention  that  they  found  Indians 
a little  south  of  Lake  Micbigan,  wlio  well  understood  the  con- 
struction of  mounds  and  fortilications.  Fven  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Jefferson,  Lewis  and  Clarke,  who  had  been  de- 
.spatched  u[>on  an  overland  route  to  f)regon,  discovered  the 


* See  Chaj)ter  2,  Fart  3,  pp.  132-l3.'b 
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Sioux  and  other  Western  Indians  erecting  earthen  embank- 
ments around  their  camps  and  towns.  Were  it  deemed  ne- 
cessary, otlier  authorities  could  be  adduced  to  overthrow  the 
speculations  of  those  antiquarians  who  endea\or  to  inculcate 
the  belief  that  uur  comitry  was  once  inhabited  by  an  almost 
civilizetl  race.  We  heartily  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed 
by  McCulloh,  in  liis  “ Kcsearches,"  that  the  ‘‘mounds  were 
sites  for  the  dwellings  of  the  Chiefs,  for  council-halls  and  for 
temples,  Avhich  fancy  and  conceit  have  constructed  into  va- 
rious shapes  and  va»-iously  situated,  one  t(>  the  other.”  This 
author  has  reference,  of  course,  to  the  larger  moniKls.-' 

Uartram  found,  in  East  Florida,  many  peculiar  mounds, 
lie  saw  groups  of  srpiare  mounds  surrounded  by  walls  of 
earth,  and  pyramidal  mounds  of  great  height.  From  the 
river  8t.  John,  southwardly  to  the  point  <:>f  the  peninsula  of 
Florida,  are  t(.)  be  seen  high  pyramidal  mounds,  with  spacious 
and  extensive  avenues  leading  from  tliem  out  of  the  town  to 
an  artiticial  lake  or  }»ond  of  water.”  In  another  place  he 
says  : — “ At  about  tifty  yards  distance  from  the  landing  place 
stands  a magniticent  Indian  mount.  Fut  what  greatlv  con- 
tributed to  the  beauty  tlu'  scene,  was  a no1.de  Indian  high- 
way, -which  led  from  tlie  great  mount,  in  a straight  line  three 
quarters  of  a mile,  through  a forest  of  liv(‘-oaks,  to  the  verge 
of  an  oblong  artiticial  lake,  which  v.as  on  the  edge  of  an  ex- 

* Resenrehes,  Pliilosopliioal  and  Antaiuari.au,  concerning  the  aborigi- 
nal history  of  America,  by  .1.  II.  Mcrulloh,  .Tr.,  M.l).  Baltimore; 
1829.  pp.  r>iu. 
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tensive  level  savannah.  This  grand  highway  was  about  fifty 
yards  wide,  sunk  a little  below  the  common  level,  and  the 
earth  thrown  on  each  side,  making  a bank  of  about  two  feet 
high.” 

On  the  east  side  of  the  Ockinulgce,  and  a little  belovr  the 
city  of  Macon,  in  Georgia,  are  some  large  and  interesting 
mounds.  In  the  town  of  Florence,  Lauderdale  county,  Ala- 
bama, is  a very  large  and  peculiar  mound.  Near  Carthage, 
in  the  srane  State,  there  are  many  mounds  of  various  sizes, 
some  of  which  are  large. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  MModruff — <a  native  of  Savannah,  but  now  a 
resident  of  Alabama — a man  of  lettei's  and  research,  who 
has  travelled  over  Georgia,  Mississippi,  Florida,  Louisiana, 
Arkansas  and  Alabama,  engaged  in  geological  researches — 
has  called  our  attention  to  a very  remaikable  gTonp  of  mounds 
on  the  lands  of  .Indge  Messier,  twenty-one  miles  in  a south- 
eastern direction  from  Fort  Gaines.  A reference  to  the 
sketch  which  he  has  furnished  us,  and  his  description  of  it, 
Avhich  follows,  will  make  the  rea<ler  ac(|uainted  with  tliesc  re- 
markable artificial  elevations. 

“ No.  1.  The  large  sacrificial  mound,  seventy  feet  in  height 
and  six  hundred  feet  in  circumference.  This  mound  is  cover- 
ed with  large  forest  trees,  fr«;»m  four  to  five  hundred  years  old. 
A shaft  ha>  been  sunk  in  the  c-rntre  to  the  de})th  of  sixty  feet, 
and  at  its  l-jwer  portion  a bed  of  human  bones,  five  feet  in 
thickness,  and  in  a perfectly  dt'composed  state,  was  passed. 

‘‘ No.  2,  2.  Like  the  f(>rnier,  have  hearth  stones  on  the 
siunmit,  with  charred  wood  around  them,  which  would  show 
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that  they,  too,  were  used  for  sacrifices.  They  are  thirty  feet 
high. 

“Xo.  3.  A wall  of  earth  enclosing  these  mounds. 

“ Xo.  4,  4,  4,  4.  Mounds  outside  of  the  enclosure,  twenty  feet 
high,  and  probably  used  as  watch  tow'ers. 

“ Xo.  5.  Entrance  to  the  enclosure. 

“ In  the  rear  of  these  mounds  is  a creek,  Xo.  6,  and  from 
the  large  mound  there  has  been  constructed  an  arched  pas- 
sage, three  hundred  yards  in  length,  leading  to  the  creek,  and 
probably  intended  to  procure  water  for  religious  purposes.” 

The  smaller  mounds, -to  be  found  in  almost  every  field  upon 
the  rivers  Tennessee,  Coosa,  Tallapoosa,  Alabama,  Cahaba, 
Warrior  and  Tombigby,  wall  next  be  considered. 

Many  of  these  elevations  are  cultivated  in  cotton  and  corn, 
the  plough  ascending  and  descending  from  year  to  year,  with 
more  ease,  as  they  gradually  wear  away.  They  are  usually 
from  five  to  ten  feet  high,  from  fifteen  to  sixty  feet  in  cir- 
cumference at  the  base,  and  of  conical  forms,  resembling  hay- 
stacks. Where  they  have  been  excavated,  they  have,  inva- 
riably, been  found  to  contain  human  bones,  various  stone 
ornaments,  weapons,  pieces  of  pottery,  and  sometimes  orna- 
ments of  co})|)er  and  silver,  but  of  a rude  manufacture,  clearly 
indicating  Indian  ongin.  Layers  of  ashes  and  charcoal  are, 
also,  found  in  these  mounds. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Spaniards,  during  the  inva- 
sion of  Do  Soto,  discovered  temples  in  all  the  chief  towns,  in 
wdiich  the  dead  were  dcj)Osited  in  baskets  and  wooden  boxes. 
At  a late  day,  this  custom  was  found  to  exist  only  among  the 


CHArXER 

III. 


mi 


1533 

15-10 

1541 


Cc)l 


a^/.A  atHDO?^ 


nsi  u.n^  ioieA  vhMj  ‘=.ni  v>hir  {<>i  |>‘^ff  ^7^<ii  ifi/il 

.m  :,  ...i. 

J&v/t  7).i!7  //J  ■-')(!'., ‘I  Al.'/  ^>/[i  '/0<'>fcr:'1ii:-)-rl.IfyoM  ft'  **  . 

" vA6;i  :/  f)'*'.<'’ir  ■ '■  f , . ,|  i^nfl  ^t' ^f| 

:j.  f fHfj;  ,d  ,n  ki  s*{>tufc;'.f  f»^d{  '^f:<i  n)tfft  al ‘*- 


xui  m/jtl  -ywl  hmt^m  &yml  9dt 

iiiip.  .iri'>f^  ''’f  111  ,0gB3 

k\  6li«‘>Ou|  oi  fr:4>frd0(  vkfwiottj 

fiO'.Tif  klAfi  7y>y^f  /taoiiilfl  ih'  j<j  o>‘r^i>t7f^u^()r  ttiiiiifrm  acIT 


t ,1-iNikjO  ,him^u!  A-  ,iiF!00€p*-li ^ f .rj^vh  wlt 

fir//  i'-Hii  lohliSYr 

ni  f>.;d;i vit«W 
;.  ,:^' kifrt  '}.nihti90m  il^uolq 
te  , rjUif^si  7v;  7'mIT  ••Ko.vr  vir^uf,.  - y nli  ^jiom 

- -"••  ■ 'ib  .'ii:  4Vj  v^jiri^of  III..V  .r|^h|  ,y;t  a, .4  oJ  orli  moti 

- /nf 'ji(fi|d7no<‘*  ri  ‘>f?f  id 

..*c7tn  />7i.-xf  ^ttslotUn 

I 'lok  ^.ifohr.y  .h^hukI  itfunutl.  iiffltr.jiis  oi  ooi/ul  ir,<J  ,'(MjJit 

~ii*iio  #‘*fn:?  vfu*'f}'  L)(n  ^ ^ ,‘<)n^iTif!mo 

{xktn  uhJuii  f»m  v.x|  f(y)  )o 

,*>'TA  InlJi  to  .0  rtitkol  '*>fllJfiOfi)t?t 

„ , '9 

' ' .Tfff.trKjiCr  iti  iMffoi  (0?Js 

(5'x,  -firni  ^iiS  pjhfr(,  ^--Irusiiuyj^’  5>ffj  Jni?i  -vi  Ur/r  il 

ni  ,<.vv7fO  '.oil  Hr  ni  lo  ifoi» 

lf(  ,''•»/.<><.(  xi-dwv)//  Ijiu:  {ii:i^>i'>d  ^t'  l>'4ii:^yfly}j  L(.  *b  mlt  ihldrf 
■^ii  ^rxiMDd  fiffo  |ff/T>  al  futMu't  moitfm  ddi  ‘d«I  p,  JA 


MOUNDS  AND  FORTIFICATIONS  IN  ALABAMA. 


110 

CHAPTER  Choctaws,  Xatchcz,  and  a few  other  tribes.  The  ^fiiscogees 
and  Alabainas,  who  came  into  the  country  after  it  had  been 
overrun  by  De  Soto,  had,  as  we  have  seen,  simple  modes  of 
burial,  and  hence  knew  nothing  about  the  construction  of 
these  mounds.  The  bone-houses  of  the  Choctaws  were  mi- 
niature temples  of  the  Indians  of  1540.  AVe  have  seen  in 
1735  what  manner  the  Choctaw's  placed  their  dead  upon  scatiblds, 
1777  and  afterwards  picked  off  all  the  liesh  and  fragments  from 

1759  the  bones,  and  deposited  the  latter  in  bone-houses.  It  is  posi- 

1782  tively  asserted  by  r>aitram  that  every  few'  yeai-s,  when  these 
houses  became  full  of  bones,  the  latter  wore  carried  out  upon 
a plain,  buried  in  a common  grave,  and  a mound  raised  over 
them.*  According  tc;  Charlevoix,  another  conscientious  au- 
thor, the  Six  Nations  and  the  Wyandots,  every  eight  or  ten 
years,  disinterred  their  dead,  who  had  been  deposited  where 

they  had  died,  and  canlcd  all  the  bones  to  a certain 

place,  where  they  dug  a ]>it,  thirty  feet  in  diameter  and  ten  in 

depth,  which  was  pa\cd  at  the  bottom  with  stones.  In  this 
the  various  skeletons,  with  the  pro]»eiTy  which  the  deceased 
possessed,  were  thrown.  (Jver  the  heaj)  a mound  was  raised, 
by  throwing  in  the  eartli  they  had  dug  out,  together  with 
rubbish  of  even'  kind.  Much  later  authority  will  be  adduced. 
Lewis  and  Clarke,  whom,  as  we  have  said,  .letferson  sent  to 
explore  Oregon,  saw  a mound  twehe  feet  in  diameter  at  the 
base,  and  six  feet  high,  which  had  just  been  erected  over  the 
bo<ly  of  a Maha  Chief.  It  aj)pears  to  have  always  been  the 


* Bartiam’s  Traveh,  p.  616.  Soe  also  Bos.su'si  TraveD,  vol.  1,  p.  299 
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custom  to  erect  a mound  over  a Chief  or  person  of  distinction, 
and  no  other  bodies  were  interred  ith  him.  Indeed,  no  prac- 
tice has  been  more  univei-sal  than  that  of  erecting-  a mound  or 
tumulus  o\  ei’  the  dead,  not  only  in  America,  but  over  the 
world.  Adair  a.sscrts  that  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Chcro- 
kees  to  collect  the  skeletons  of  those  who  had  died  far  from 
home,  and  erect  over  them  stone  mounds,  and  every  }>erson 
who  passed  by  was  required  to  add  a stone  to  the  hejip.^- 
This,  then,  accounts  for  the  heaj)s  of  stone  to  be  found  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Georgia  and  Xorth-eastern  Alabama,  resem- 
bling mounds  in  form.  In  North  Alabama  and  Tennessee, 
skeletons  have  been  found  in  caves.  In  mountainous  coun- 
tries this  may  have  been  one  of  the  modes  of  dis[»osing  of  the 
dead,  or,  which  isjnore  probable,  persons  died  there  suddenly, 
and  their  bones  were  not  afterwards  gathered  together,  buried 
in  a common  grave,  and  a mound  erected  over  them,  as  was 
the  general  custom  of  ancient  times. 

The  small  mounds  in  Alabama,  wliich  have  been  excavated, 
contain  different  stratas.  Beginning  to  dig  at  the  top,  the 
operators  first  ]>ass  througli  a strata  of  earth  about  two  feet 
thick,  then  they  come  to  a bed  of  ashes  and  charcoal,  and  then 
a bed  of  human  bones  mixed  with  pieces  of  })Otterv,  pipes, 
arrow-heads  and  various  Indian  ornaments.  Muscle  shells 
are  often  mixed  with  these.  Continuing  to  dig  downwards, 
the  excavators  pa.ss  through  a strata  of  earth,  which  is  suc- 
ceeded by  stratas  of  bones,  charcoal,  pottery,  Indian  orna- 
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nients  and  arrow-points.  Now,  from  all  we  have  read  and 
heard  of  the  Choctaws,  we  are  satisfied  that  it  was  their  cus- 
tom to  take  from  the  boiie-houses  the  skeletons,  \>dth 
which  the}  repaired  in  funeral  procession  to  the  suburbs  of 
the  town,  ^vherc  they  placed  them  on  the  ground  in  one  heap, 
together  with  the  property  of  the  dead,  such  as  pots,  bows, 
arrows,  ornaments,  curious  shaped  stones  for  dressing  deer- 
skins, and  a variety  of  other  things.  Over  this  heap  they 
first  threw  charcoal  and  ashes,  probably  to  preserve  the  bones, 
and  the  next  operation  was  to  cover  all  with  earth.  This  left 
a mound  several  feet  high.  In  the  course  of  eight  or  ten 
years,  when  the  bone-house  again  became  full  of  skeletons, 
the  latter  were  carried  in  the  same  manner  to  the  mound, 
placed  upon  top  of  it,  and  covered  Avith^  ashes  and  earth. 
When  the  mound  Ijccame  high  enough  to  excite  a kind  of 
veneration  for  it,  by  depositing  upon  it  heaps  of  bones,  from 
time  to  time,  another  was  made  not  fiir  from  it,  and  then 
another,  as  time  rolled  on.  This  accounts  for  the  different 
stratas  of  bones  to  be  found  in  tlie  same  mound,  and  for  the 
erection  of  several  mounds,  often  found  near  each  other. 

As  for  the  ancient  ditches  at  Cahaba,  and  in  other  portions 
of  Alabama,  in  which  are  now  gi’owing  the  largest  trees  of 
the  forest,  indicating  the  Avorks  to  have  been  of  very  remote 
date,  Ave  have  been  unable,  in  our  investigations,  to  fuscribe 
them  to  Europe.an  origin,  as  they  are  generally  suj^posed  to 
be.  De  Soto  erected  no  forts,  in  passing  through  this 
country,  and  had  no  occasion  to  do  so,  for  his  army  Avas  com- 
petent to  subdue  the  natives  Avithout  such  means  of  defence. 
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It  is  true,  he  cut  some  temporary  ditches  upon  the  Warrior,  chapter 
near  Erie,  to  repel  the  savages,  who  were  charging  him  cou- 
stantly  from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  These  were  soon 
abandoned,  and  his  journalists  mention  no  other  works  of  the 
kind  which  he  made.'"  The  French  and  Spaniards,  who 
afterwards  occupied  Alabama,  erected  no  forts,  except  those  at 
Mobile,  upon  the  Tensaw  River,  at  St.  Stephens,  at  Jones’ 

Bluff  upon  the  Tombigby,  and  four  miles  above  the  confluence 
of  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa,  upon  the  east  bank  of  the  former. 

The  English,  at  an  early  period,  constructed  a fort  at  Ocfuskee 
upon  the  Tallapoosa.  If  any  other  forts  or  entrenchments 
"were  made  by  the  Europeans  who  first  estalJished  themselves 
upon  our  soil,  we  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  trace  them. 

The  conclusion,  then,  seems  to  us  to  be  apparent,  that  these 
ancient  entrenchments  or  fortifications  were  the  works  of  the 
aborigines  of  the  country.  It  will  be  recollected  that  De  Soto,  1540 
and  the  French  authors  who  succeeded  him,  nearly  two  centu-  1:00 

ries  afterwards,  discovered  towns  which  were  well  fortified  with  I7f>3 

immense  breastworks  of  timber,  around  which  were  cut  large 
ditches.  It  was  easy, — within  a short  space  of  time, — for  a 
few  hundred  Indians  to  have  cut  an  immense  ditch,  or  to  have 
thrown  up  a great  mound.  The  same  tools  employed  in  the 

*“IIad  Ifcrnamlo  De  Soto  eroetcil  one-tontii  of  the  works  which  have 
been  ascribed  to  him,  in  the  States  bordering  on  the  Gulf,  in  Tennessee, 
and  even  in  Kentucky,  he  must  liave  found  ample  demands  on  iii'  time 
and  exertions.” — “Ancient  Monuments  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,”  by 
E.  G.  Squicr,  A.M.,  p.  IIJ. 
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erection  of  the  latter,  certainly  the  work  of  the  ancient  Indians, 
could  well  have  been  used  in  the  cutting  of  these  old  en- 
trenchments or  ditches.  Hence,  we  contend,  that  at  the  town 
of  Cahaba  there  once  existed  a large  Indian  establishment, 
which  was  fortified  with  palisades,  and  that  the  ditch,  which  has 
produced  so  much  modern  speculation,  among  the  good  peo- 
ple of  that  })lace,  was  cut  around  these  palisades,  or  rather 
around  the  town,  having  the  Alabama  river  open  on  one  side. 
There  is  a ditch  near  the  Tall;idega  Springs,  which  formerly 
had  trees  growing  in  it,  and  which  surrounds  an  elevation, 
embracing  a few  acres  and  taking  in  a beautiful  spring,  which 
gushes  out  of  the  rocks  at  tlie  side  of  the  hilh^  Xo  doubt, 
this,  and  all  other  works  like  it,  now  frequently  seen  over  the 
territories  of  Alabama  and  Mississip})!,  are  the  works  of  our 
ancients  Indians,  fur  they  invarialdy  erected  their  defences  at 
those  places  which  admitted  of  the  eiicoinpassment  of  running 
water;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Europeans  who  came  to 
this  country  at  an  early  ])criod,  always  dug  wells  within 
the  fortifications  which  they  made. 

In  the  month  of  October,  18o0,  we  visited  a remarkable 
place  at  the  Falls  of  Little  Liver,  situated  in  the  north-eastern 
corner  of  Lherokee  county,  Al;d>ama,  and  very  near  tlie  line 
of  De  Kalb  cminty,  in  the  same  State.  [See  picture  at  the 
Ireginning  of  volume  II.J  Wdiat  is  rather  .singular.  Little 
liiver  has  its  source  on  tlie  top  of  Lookout  Mountain,  and  runs 
for  many  miles  on  the  most  elevated  parts  of  it.  In  tlie  winter 
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and  spring  it  is  a stream  of  considerable  size,  affording  a ra[)id 
and  dangerous  current  of  water ; but  when  it  was  seen  upon  tlie 
present  occasion,  a very  protracted  drought  had  nearly  dried 
it  lip.  The  river  flows  along  the  top  of  the  mountain  with 
very  inconsiderable  banks,  until  it  reaches  a }>rccipice  of  solid 
rock,  in  the  form  of  a half  circle,  over  which  it  falls  se  venty  feet, 
perpendicularly,  into  a basin.  After  being  received  in  this  rock 
basin,  the  river  flows  off  without  much  interruption,  and,  in 
winding  about,  forms  a peninsula  about/  two  or  throe  hundred 
yards  below  the  falls.  The  banks  of  the  river  bordering  on  this 
peninsula  are  the  same  unbroken  rock  walls  which  form  the 
falls,  and  are  equally  high  and  bold.  Across  the  neck  of  the 
peninsula  are  yet  to  be  traced  two  ancient  ditches,  nearly  par- 
allel with  each  other,  and  about  thirty  feet  aj>art  in  the  middle 
of  the  curve  which  they  form,  though  they  commence  within 
ten  feet  of  each  other  upon  the  iq»per  precijuce,  and  when  they 
have  reached  the  lower  precipice,  are  found  to  run  into  each 
other.  These  ditches  have  been  almost  tilled  up  by  the  ef- 
fects of  time.  On  their  inner  sides  are  rocks  piled  up  and 
mixed  with  the  dirt  which  was  thrown  up  in  making  these 
entrenchments,  indicating  them  to  be  uf  the  simplest  and  rudest 
Indian  origin.  The  author  has  seen  many  such  entrench- 
ments in  his  travels  over  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Florida, 
and  lu'sitates  not  to  sav  that  they  are  the  works  of  the  abo- 
rigines of  the  coinitrv. 

On  one  side  oftlie  bend  of  the  }>eninsula,  and  about  ten  feet 
below  tlie  top  of  the  rock  preci)>ice,  are  four  or  five  small  cav»'s, 
large  enough,  if  square,  to  form  rooms  twelve  by  fourteen  f'ct. 
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They  are  separated  from  eacli  other  by  strata  of  rock,  two 
of  'which  resemble  pillars,  roughly  hewn  out.  Three  of  them 
communicate  with  each  other  by  means  of  holes  which  can 
be  crawled  through.  These  caves  open  immediately  upon  the 
precipice,  and  fiom  their  doors  it  is  at  least  seventy  feet  down 
to  the  surface  of  the  river.  Many  persons  who  have  visited 
this  singular  place,  call  these  “ De  Soto’s  Kock  Houses,”  and 
they  have  stretched  their  imaginations  to  such  an  extent,  as 
to  assert  that  they  have  distinctly  traced  his  pickaxes  in  the 
face  of  the  rocks.  There  can  be  no  question,  however,  but 
that  these  caves  have  been  improved,  to  a slight  extent, 
in  size  and  sha]>e,  by  human  labor.  But  it  was  the  labor  of 
the  Red  people.  Occasionally  we  could  see  where  they 
smoothed  off  a point,  and  leveled  the  floors  by  knocking  off 
the  uneven  })laces.  It  was,  doubtless,  a strong  Indian  fortifi- 
cation, and  long  used  as  a safe  retreat  wlien  the  valleys  be- 
low were  overrun  by  a victorious  enemy.  The  walls  are  black 
with  smoke,  and  everything  about  them  bears  evidence  of  con- 
stant occupation  for  years.  These  caves  or  rock  houses  consti- 
tuted a most  admirable  defence,  especially  with  the  assistance 
of  the  walls  at  the  head  of  the  peninsula.  In  order  to  get  into  the 
first  cave,  a person  has  to  }>ass  along  a rock  passage,  Avide  enough 
for  only  one  man.  Below  him,  on  his  right,  is  the  awful  preci- 
pice, and  on  his  left,  the  rock  wall  reaching  ten  feet  above  his 
head.  A tew  persons  in  the  first  rock  house,  with  swords  or 
spears,  could  keej)  off  an  army  of  one  thousand  men  ; for, 
only  one  assailant  being  able  to  a[)proach  the  cave  at  a time, 
could  be  instantly  dopatched  and  hurled  down  the  abyss  be- 
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low.  Ill  regard  to  the  inner  walls  of  the  ditches,  the  author  chapter 
saw  no  cement  amono-  the  rocks,  although  he  had  heard  that 
that  ingredient  (never  used  by  Indians)  was  to  be  found  October- 
there. 

Upon  creeks  and  rivers  in  Alabama,  where  they  meander 
through  monntainons  rejdons,  are  occasionally  seen  cuttings 
upon  rocks,  which  have  also  been  improperly  attributed  to 
European  discoverers.  In  the  county  of  Tallapoosa,  not 
far  below  the  mouth  of  tiie  Sougohatchie,  and  a few  miles 
east  from  the  Tallapoosa  river,  arc  clitls  of  a singular  kind 
of  gray  rock,  rather  soft,  and  having  the  apjiearance  of 
of  containing  silver  ore.  The  face  of  these  cliffs  is  literally  cut 
in  pieces,  by  having  round  pieces  taken  out  of  them.  The 
ancient  Indians  used  to  resort  to  this  place  to  obtain  materials 
for  manufacturing  i>ipcs,  of  laige  and  small  sizes,  and,  more 
particularly,  for  bowls  and  other  household  vessels.  They  cut 
out  the  pieces  with  flint  rocks  fixed  in  wooden  handles.  After 
working  around  as  deep  as  they  desired,  the  piece  was  prized 
out  of  the  rock.  Then  they  formed  it  into  ■whatever  vessel, 
toy  or  implement,  they  pleased.  Hence,  bowls,  small  mor- 
tars, immense  pipes,  and  various  pieces  resembling  wedges* 
in  shape,  arc  often  ploughed  up  in  the  fields  in  Macon,  Tal- 
lapoosa and  Montgomery,  and  other  counties  in  Alabama,  of 
preciselv  the  same  kind  of  rock  of  ■which  these  cliffs  are  com- 


* These  wedges,  in  appearance,  were  used  by  the  Indians  in  dress- 
ing their  deer-?kins.  They  were  also  used  as  cdubs  in  war,  having  liaii- 
dles  fixed  to  them. 
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posed.  Idic  author  is  also  sustained  in  this  position  by  un- 
questionable Indian  testimony,  ^vhich  has  been  procured  by 
him. 

A few  miles  from  Elyton,  in  tlie  county  of  Jefferson,  the 
author  is  jnfornied  that  there  stands  a large  quadrangular 
mound,  about  fifty  feet  high,  and  tlat  on  the  top  ; that,  near 
its  base,  are  to  be  seen  cuttings  in  the  rock  something  like 
mortars,  some  of  wl.ich  would  hold  over  a gallon.  These 
were  done  by  the  Indians,  for  the  limestone  rock  could 
easily  bo  worked  into  any  sliajie  by  means  of  flint  picks. 

I'hc  reader  has  oljserved  that  we  have  often  mentioned  the 
published  works  of  llartram,  the  botanist,  Avho  was  in  our 
country  just  before  the  Revolutionary  AVar.  We  now  quote 
from  his  ^IS.,  never  juiblished  entire,  but  occasionally  intro- 
duced by  Squier  in  his  “Ancient  Monuments  of  the  Mississip- 
pi Valley.”  Squier  embodies  in  his  work  the  following  ac- 
count, from  BartranVs  MS.,  of  the  “Chunk  Yauds”  of  the 
Creeks  or  Muscogees;  “They  are  rectangular  areas,  gene- 
rally occupying  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  })ublic  square 
and  rotunda,  or  groat  wint<'r  council-house,  stood  at  the  two 
opposite  corners  of  them.  They  are  generally  very  extensive, 
es[)ecially  in  the  large  old  tovns.  S<une  of  them  are  from 
six  hundred  to  nine  hundred  feet  in  lengtli,  and  of  pro])ortion- 
ate  breadth.  The  area  is  exactly  level,  and  sunk  two,  and  some- 
times three,  fret  below  the  banks  of  terraces  surrounding  it, 
which  are  (iccasionally  two  in  number,  one  behind  and  above 
the  other,  and  composed  of  the  earth  taken  from  the  area  at 
the  time  of  its  formation.  These  banks  or  terraces  serve  the 
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purpose  of  seats  for  spectators.  In  the  centre  of  this  yard  or 
area  there  is  a low  circular  mound  or  eminence,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  which  stands  the  Chunl:  Pole,  which  is  a high  obelisk, 
or  four-square  pillar,  declining*  upwards  to  an  obtuse  })oint. 
This  is  of  wood,  the  heart  of  a sound  pitch-pine,  which  is  very 
durable.  It  is  generally  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  in  height, 
and  to  the  top  is  fastened  some  object  which  serves  as  a 
mark  to  shoot  at  with  arrows,  or  the  ride,  at  certain  appoint- 
ed times.” 
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THE  EREXCn  IX  ALABAAIA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 

After  ILc  S})aRisli  invasion  of  De  Soto,  to  which  allusion 
has  so  often  heon  made,  our  soil  remained  untrodden  hy  Eu- 
ropean feet  for  nearly  a century  and  a half.  At  the  end  of 
that  long  and  dark  period,  it  became  connected  with  tlie 
history  of  the  distant  French  possessions  of  Canada,  which 
were  contemporaneous  with  the  oldest  English  colonies  in 
America.  For  more  than  fifty  years,  the  French  fur  traders 
of  Canada,  associated  with  the  enterprising  Jesuit  Fathers,  had 
continued  to  a<lvance  south-westward  upon  tlie  great  lakes, 
discovering  new  regions,  ditferent  races  of  Indians,  more 
abundant  game,  and  wider  and  brighter  waters.  At  length, 
from  the  triljcs  u[>on  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior, 
Father  AHouez  heard  some  vague  reports  of  a great  western 
river,  Sub^erpiently,  Father  Maivpiette  was  despatched  from 
Quelx-c,  with  JoliiU,  a trader  of  that  })lace,  tive  other  Fronch- 
men,  and  a large  numl)cr  of  In.lian  guides,  to  seek  the  Mis- 
sissippi, an<l  thus  add  new  regions  to  the  dominion  of  France, 
and  new  missions  to*  the  empire  of  the  Jesuits.  Ascending 
Fox  river  to  the  head  of  na\  igatioii,  and  crossing  tlie  }>ortage 
to  the  hanks  of  the  Wisconsin,  with  birch  baik  canoeS; 
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the  adventiirei-fc  again  launched  their  tiny  boats  and  floated 
down  to  the  Mississippi  river.  Descending  it  to  the  month  of 
the  Arkansas,  and  enconntei  ing  decided  e^ddences  of  a southern 
climate,  Marquette  finally  tound  himself  among  the  Chickasaws, 
v.'hose  rej)orts  that  hostile  tribes  thronged  the  banks  from 
thence  to  the  sea,  served  to  arrest  his  progress,  llelnctantly 
commencing  his  return  np  the  stift'  and  turbid  tide,  he  found 
the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river,  ascended  to  its  head,  crossed 
the  portage  to  Chicago,  launched  his  canoes  upon  Lake  Michi- 
gan, and  paddled  to  Green  Day,  where  he  resnmed  his  mis- 
sionary labors.  Joliet  proceeded  to  Quebec  with  the  news  of 
the  discovery. 

The  young  and  gifted  La  Salle,  a native  of  Itonen,  in  France, 
educated  as  a Jesuit,  went  to  Canada  to  acquire  fortune  and 
finne  by  finding  an  overland  jiassage  to  Cliiiia.  Feeoming 
fired  at  the  discovery  which  Marquette  had  made,  he  returned 
to  France  and  obtained  a royal  eoniinission  for  perfecting  the 
exploration  of  the  Mississippi,  for  which  he  was  granted  a mo- 
nopoly in  the  trade  of  the  skins  of  the  buflalo.  Sailing 
back  to  Canada,  with  men  and  stores,  and  accompanied  by 
the  Chevalier  Tuuti,  an  Italian  soldier,  who  acted  as  his  lieu- 
tenant, La  Salle  proceeded,  by  way  of  the  lakes,  iqjon  his 
important  enterprise.  Consuming  over  two  years  in  exploring 
those  vast  sheets  of  water,  in  building  forts  and  collecting  furs, 
he  at  length  rigged  a small  barge,  in  which  he  descended  the 
Mississippi  to  its  mouth.  Uere,  upon  a small  marshy  eleva- 
tion, in  full  view  of  the  sea,  he  took  formal  and  ceremonious 
possession  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  France.  The  country 
11 
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receivcf'!  llio  name  of  Louisiana,  in  lionor  of  Louis  XIV.,  wlio 
then  occupied  tlie  French  throne  ; but  the  attempt  to  g^ive  the 
liver  the  name  of  C(,>lbert,  in  liouor  of  Iris  Minister  of  Finance, 
did  not  succeed,  and  it  retained  that  by  Avhich  the  aborigines 
had  designated  it.  Leaving  the  Chevalier  Tonti  in  command 
cf  Fort  St.  Louis,  v.iiich  La  Salle  had  establislied  in  the 
country  of  the  Illinois,  the  latter  returned  to  France,  where 
the  re'port  cf  his  discoveries  had  already  given  rise  to  much 
excitemeiit  and  joy.  The  government  immediately  furnislied 
him  with  a frigate  and  three  other  ships,  upon  which  embark- 
ed two  }uirdre<I  and  eighty  persons,  consisting  of  j>riests, 
gentlemen,  soldiers,  hired  mechanics  and  agricultural  emi- 
grants, for  the  |iurpo<e  of  forming  a colony  at  the  mouth  of 
the  ^Mississippi.  lUit  the  fearless  adventurer,  having  cro.s;:.ed 
the  Atlantic,  and  t>clng  unable  to  find,  from  the  Gulf,  the  en- 
trance to  that  river,  Avas  forced  to  disembark  upon  the  coast 
of  Texas.  Here,  erecting  Fort  St.  Louis,  and  leaving  the 
larger  portion  of  the  colonists,  he  exj)lored  the  surrounding 
country,  witli  the  hope  of  tinding  the  Mississippi,  but  return- 
ed unsuoces>ful.  l)eath  had  hovered  over  the  colony,  whicli 
Avas  now  reduced  to  thirty-six  pei’sons  ; and  with  sixteen  of 
these.  La  Salle  again  departed,  with  the  determination  to  cut 
his  way  to  Canada  I v land.  After  three  nnuiths’ Avanderings, 
he  Asas  murdered,  by  two  of  his  companions,  in  the  prairic^ 
of  Texas,  near  the  western  luanch  of  the  Trinity  nver.  In 
tlie  meaiitime  the  Chevnlier  Tonti,  .Avith  twentv  Chmadians 
and  thirty  linlians,  descend.'.]  from  the  Illinois  to  meet  hi> 
old  commander;  but,  disajmointed  in  not  tinding  the  French 
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fleet  at  the  Balize,  he  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas, 
where  he  established  a little  post.  The  few  colonists  left 
upon  the  coast  of  Texas  all  perished  obscurelj,  except  the 
brother  of  La  Salie  and  six  others,  who  made  their  way  to 
Canada.  Such  was  the  melancholy  termination  of  the  first 
attempt  to  colonize  Louisiana.^ 

Louis  XIV.  of  France,  the  most  splendid  sovereign  whom 
Europe  had  yet  seen,  had  long  been  engaged  in  a war  with 
William  III.  of  England,  winch  had  extended  to  their  re- 
spective colonies  in  North  America.  In  consequence  of  these 
troubles,  further  efforts  to  colonize  the  Mississippi  were  not 
attempted,  until  aft»:*r  the  peace  of  By s wick.  By  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  each  party  was  to  enjoy  the  territories  in 
America  which  they  possessed  before  the  war.  The  attention 
of  tlie  French  monarcli  was  now  once  more  turned  to  the 
new  country  which  La  Salle  had  discovered.  A number  of 
Canadians  bad  been  left  upon  the  sliores  of  France,  u])on  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  and  among  them  was  a distinguished 
naval  ofiieer,  named  Iberx  ille,  who  liad  accpiired  great  mili- 

* Hildreth's  History  of  the  United  States.  Now-York  : 1841).  Vol. 
2,  pp.  81-1)9.  Hi.>=torie  de  la  Louisiane,  par  Charles  Gayarre  ; vol.  1, 
pp.  2.4-Gl.  .lournal  Histunqne  du  Dernier  Voyage  que  ft‘U  M.  de  la 
Sale,  fit  dans  le  Gall'e  de  Mexiqiie,  pour  trouver  i’einhonehure,  et  le 
conrs  de  la  Riviere  de  Saint  Louis,  qui  traverse  la  Louisiana.  A Paris: 
1719 — .386  pages.  The  History  of  Loni-aana  frotn  the  earliest  period, 
by  Francois  Xavier  Marlin,  vol.  1 , pp.  o9-l:2l.  New-Orleans:  1827. 
Also  many  other  authurities. 
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tary  renown  by  exploits  against  the  Plnglisli,  on  the  shores 
of  Hudsoi'  13ay  and  Newfoundland,  and  by  the  capture  of 
Pemaquich  lie  was  one  of  seven  sons,  all  natives  of  Quebec, 
all  men  of  ability  and  merit,  and  all  engaged  in  the  King's 
service. 

To  Iberville  was  confided  the  project  of  peopling  Louisiana. 
He  sailed  from  Kochelle  with  the  Badine,  of  thirty  guns,  of 
which  lie  had  the  immediate  command,  and  with  the  Marir, 
commanded  by  Count  Sugeres,  together  with  two  harbor 
boats,  each  of  forty  tons.  On  board  these  vessels,  were  his 
two  young  but  gallant  brothers,  Bienville  and  Sauvolle,  and 
two  hundred  colonists,  mostly  Canadians,  who  had  gone  to 
France  to  assi-st  in  her  defence.  Among  them  were  *some 
women  and  children.  Arriving  at  Cape  Francois,  in  the 
Island  of  St.  Homingo,  he  was  joined  by  the  Mav(|iiis  Chateau 
Morant,  with  a tiftv-two  gun  ship.  I'herc  ho  received  on 
board  a famous  buccaneer  named  lie  Grace,  who  had  pillaged 
Vera  Cruz  some  years  before.  Leaving  St.  Domingo,  Iber- 
ville sailed  for  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  after  a ]>rosperous 
voyage,  stoo<l  before  the  Bland  of  St.  Bosa,  from  which  point 
he  discovered  two  men-of-war,  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of 
rensacoln,  at  vhose  ma>t-licads  fioated  the  colors  of  Spain. 
One  month  previous  to  this,  Don  Boalli,  with  tliree  hundred 
Sj»aniards,  trom  Vera  Cruz,  had  estalfiislu'd  a battery  upon 
the  site  of  tin*  present  town  of  Pensacola. 

A deputation  sent  by  IlK'rville  were  received  with  much 
politeness,  but  the  Don  declined  to  permit  the  French  vessels 
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to  enter  the  harbor,  for  fear  of  a treacherous  surprise.*  The  chapter 
French  then  made  sail  to  the  west,  and  presen  tlv  cast  anchor 
oft’  an  island,  which,  from  the  quantity  of  human  bones  dis-  January  3i 
covered  upon  it  by  ^Midshipman  Bienville,  was  called  the  Isle 
of  Massacre.  The  small  vessels  passed  through  the  channel 
between  two  elevations,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Cat 
and  Ship  Islands.  I'lie  iifty-two  gun  ship  sailed  for  St.  Do- 
mingo, while  the  frigates  lay  otf  a group  of  banks,  which 
received  the  name  of  the  Chandeliers.  Iberville  despatched 
two  boats  to  the  main  land,  the  crews  of  whicli  found  seven 
recently  abandoned  canoes,  and  succeeded  in  ca}»tunng  two 
sick  old  Indians,  whom  they  left  with  j^resents.  The  next  day, 
a woman  being  taken  and  likewise  sent  off  with  presents,  return- 
ed with  two  of  her  j)eople,  who  belonged  to  the  Biloxi  tribe, 
whose  name  was  given  by  the  French  to  the  bay.  I’Mur 
savages  of  this  nation  were  then  carried  on  board  of  Iberville’s 
ship,  while  his  brother,  Bienville,  remained  iqion  the  beach, 
as  a hostage.  On  the  same  evening,  twenty-four  Bayagolas 
arrived  upon  the  shore,  being  on  their  way  to  tight  the  Mo- 
bilians,  who,  they  said,  lived  on  the  banks  of  a great  river 
which  flowed  into  the  sea,  not  far  to  the  caist.f 

* The  Si)aniards,  who  claimed  the  whole  circuit  of  the  Gulf, 
had  hastened  to  occupy  the  Peiisacola  harhor,  the  best  upon  it.  Thebar- 
rior  thus  formed,  made  the  dividing  line  ht-twoen  Florida  and  Louisiana. 

•j- Journal  Historique  de  l'EtaI»lissemcnt  dt'S  Fran^atis  a la  Louisiane, 
par  Bernard  de  la  Harpe,  pp.  -i-S.  La  Harpe  was  one  of  the  first 
French  settlers  in  }iIobile,  and  he  kejit  a journal  of  all  he  witnes.'^od  in 
that  place,  at  Dauphin,  Biioxi,  Ship  Island,  ttc.,  ttc. 
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CHAPTER  When  Iberville  had  caused  some  huts  to  be  erected  u})ou 
Ship  Islaud,  he  entered  a boat  with  thirty  men,  accompanied 

1699  , . , 

February  27  by  his  brother  Bienville,  and  Father  Athanase,  a Franciscan 
friar,  the  companion  of  tlie  unfortunate  La  Salle  in  his  descent 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  at  the  time  when  he  was  killed  upon 
the  plains  of  Texjis.  U})on  the  third  day,  Iberville  made  the 
Balize,  and  was  the  first  to  enter  the  great  river  from  the  sea. 
He  ascended  for  the  space  of  ten  days,  until  he  arrived  at  a 
town  of  the  Bayagola  nation.  Hiere  he  found,  preserved  by 
these  Indians,  a prayer  book  which  belonged  to  the  first  ex- 
pedition of  La  Salle,  some  cloaks  which  the  discoverer  had 
given  them,  a coat  of  mail  which  had  belonged  to  the  troop 
of  De  Soto,  and  a letter  written  by  the  Clievalier  Tonti  to 
La  Salle,  whom  he  had  been  disappointed  in  not  meeting,  as 
wo  have  already  seen.  All  these  things  combined  to  dis- 
pel the  doubts  which  Iberville  had  entertained,  that  this 
was  really  the  ^Mississippi,  and  re-assured  the  convictions  of 
jggg  Father  Athanase.  Continuing  the  voyage  to  a point  which 
he  named  Portage  de  la  Croix,  Iberville  turned  his  boat 
down  streanx  and  touched  at  Bayou  Manchac.  Here  Bien- 
^^lle,  who  was  placed  in  command  of  the  main  boat,  presently 
descended  the  river  to  the  sea,  while  Iberville  passed  through 
the  bayou,  in  birch-bark  canoes,  guided  by  a Bayagola  Indian. 
Entering  the  river  Amite,  he  soon  fell  into  Lakes  Maure}>a5 
and  Pontchartrain,  which  he  named  in  honor  of  the  two 
priuci})al  Ministers  of  his  King.  Bienville  joined  him,  soon 
after  he  reached  his  shij>[)lng. 

At  tlie  eastern  extivmity  of  the  bay  of  Biloxi  and  within 
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the  limits  of  the  present  State  of  Mississij)pi,  a fort,  with  four  chapter 

bastions  and  mounted  with  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  was 

now  erected,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  Sauvolle,  Maj-i 

the  elder  of  the  two  brothere  of  Iberville,  while  Hienville, 

the  youngest  of  the  three,  was  made  lieutenant.  After  the 

colonists  had  built  huts  and  houses  around  it,  Iberville  and 

the  Count  Sugeres  sailed  in  the  two  frigates  for  France. 

Sauvolle  despatched  a ^essel  to  St.  Domingo  for  provisions, 
and  Bienville,  with  a small  command,  to  visit  the  neighboring 
tribes,  with  whom  he  desired  to  cultivate  friendly  relations. 

Visiting  the  Callapissas  upon  the  nortliern  shore  of  Lake 
Pontchartrain,  and  the  Pascagoulas  upon  the  river  of  that 
name,  among  whom  he  distributed  }>resents,  and  going  by 
land  from  Mobile  I‘oiiit  to  Pensacola  to  observe  the  move- 
ments of  the  Spaniards,  he  returned  to  Fort  Ihloxi ; but  in 
a few  days  set  otf  in  a boat,  again  to  explore  the  Mississi})]»i 
river.  After  having  ascended  it  some  distaiiee,  and  while 

AugustltJ 

returning  he  met,  not  far  below  the  site  uf  Xew  Orleans,  an 
English  captain  named  Bar,  in  charge  of  a \es<el  of  sixteen 
guns,  who  asserted  that  there  Wiis  another  vessel  of  the  same 
class  belonging  to  him  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  that 
his  intention  was  lo  establish  an  Engli>h  colony  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi.  The  ingenious  Bienville  turned  him 
towards  the  Gulf,  by  telling  him  that  France  had  already 
taken  ]>os>ession  of  the  river  in  whieh  he  then  was,  and 
above  there  had  occupied  it  with  a fort  and  garrison  ; and, 
furthermore,  that  the  Mississippi  river  lay  considerably  to  the 
west. 
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1699 


December  7 


1700 

January  15 


In  the  meantime,  Sauvoile  received  two  Canadian  mission- 
aries, who  had  sometime  before  established  themselves  among 
the  Yazoos.  These  holy  men  dropped  down  tlie  Mississippi, 
entered  the  lakes  by  the  Bayou  IManchac,  and  paid  their 
brethren  an  unexpected  but  most  pleasing  visit.  Upon  a bliitT 
on  the  Mississi])pi,  the  site  of  old  Fort  Adams,  lived  one  of 
these  men,  Father  Uavion,  who  erected  a cross  in  the  open 
air,  and  kept  his  holy  relies  in  the  hollow  of  a large  tree. 
Ilere  he  told  the  Indians  who  the  true  God  was,  and  bap- 
tized those  who  were  converted,  with  the  waters  of  the  ancient 
Mississi])})i.  Could  a iife  so  entirely  solitary,  and  attended 
with  so  many  dangei-s,  ha\'e  been  influenced  by  any  other 
motives  than  such  as  are  prompted  by  the  purest  piety  ? 

At  length,  the  roar  of  distant  cannon  at  sea  announced  the 
arrival  of  two  largo  ships  of  war,  commanded  by  Iberville  and 
the  Count  Sugeres,  direct  from  France,  laden  with  provisions 
for  the  colony,  and  having  on  board  thirty  laborers  and  sixty 
Canadians,  intended  as  military  pioneers,  with  their  command- 
ers, St.  Dennis  and  Malton,  togetlier  with  a person  named  Lc 
Sueur,  who  had  acquired  some  celebrity  in  his  voyages  to  Can- 
ada. Tliey  brouglit  the  jtleasing  intelligence  that  Sauvoile 
had  been  appointed  Governor  of  Louisiana,  and  Bienville  Lieu- 
tenant Governor.  Boisbriaut,  who  also  came  with  the  ship>, 
was  commissioned  to  take  the  command  of  Fort  Biloxi. 

Dreading  the  advance  of  the  British,  and  determined  to  se- 
cure tlie  banks  the  Mississippi  from  their  grasp,  Iberville 
sailed,  with  fifty  Caiuidiaiis,  to  a point  eighteen  leagues  above 
the  Balize,  w hich  had  been  selected  by  the  indefatigable  young 
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Bienville,  avIio  had  an-ived  for  that  purpose, a few  days  before, by 
way  of  Manchac,  with  sorae  Bayagolas,  wlio  were  acquainted 
with  the  inundations  of  the  river.  Here  they  immediately  be- 
gan the  construction  of  a fort,  and,  after  a short  time, 
were  joined  by  the  aged  Tonti,  who  came  fiom  Canada,  down 
the  Mississippi,  with  a few  Frenchmen  and  Indians.  This 
veteran  pioneer  was  joyfully  received  by  those  W'ho  had  so 
often  heard  of  his  intrepid  and  fearless  adventures. 

In  the  meantime  Sauvolle  wrote  to  the  Minister,  regretting 
that  he  was  not  allowed  to  accompany  Iberville  upon  the  Mis- 
sissippi, where  he  could  have  learned  so  much  of  the  countiy, 
condemned  the  location  at  Biloxi  as  too  low,  sterile  and  sick- 
ly, and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  country  oftered  no  in- 
ducement to  enterprise,  except  in  the  solitaiy  article  of  hides. 
He  closed  his  letter  by  expressing  the  hope  that  some  mines 
of  precious  metals  would  be  discovered.  About  this  time 
Governor  Roalli,  of  Pensacola,  advanced  to  Ship  Island  with  a 
man-of-war  and  some  smaller  vessels,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pelling the  French;  but,  deterred  by  Iberville’s  fleet,  he  has- 
tened back,  lea\ing  only  a proclamation  protesting  against 
the  settlement  of  any  portion  of  the  coast,  the  whole  breadth 
of  which,  he  contended,  belonged  to  His  Catholic  Majesty’s 
Mexican  possessions. 

Taking  with  them  the  Chevalier  Tonti,  Iberville  and  Bien- 
ville left  their  new  fort  and  a'^cended  the  Mississippi,  visiting 
the  different  tribes  upon  its  shores,  and  finally  resting  at  the  >\ic 
of  the  present  city  of  Xatchez,  where  liv»‘d  the  Iiiilians  who 
lx>re  that  name,  and  whose  manners  and  customs  have  al- 
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ready  been  described.  Delighted  with  this  place,  and  re- 
solved to  plant  a settlement  there,  Iberville  marked  out  a 
town,  and  called  it  Rosalie — the  name  of  the  Countess  Pont- 
chartrain.  From  this  place  the  Chevalier  Tonti  went  up  the 
river,  and  Bienville  and  St.  Dennis,  with  twenty-two  Cana- 
dians, started  to  the  west,  by  an  overland  route,  to  reconnoitre 
the  Spanish  settlements,  while  Iberville  floated  down  the 
river  to  rejoin  his  fleet. 

Returnitig  from  tho  west  to  Biloxi,  Bienville  was  sent  to 
take  the  command  of  the  new  establishment  upon  the  iMissis- 
sippi,  and  then  Il.>erville  once  more  spread  the  sails  of  his 
ships  for  beloved  France.  Meanwhile  the  colony  languished; 
the  earth  was  not  cultivated,  and,  relying  for  supplies  from 
St.  Domingo,  horrible  famine  and  sickness  reduced  the  num- 
ber of  inliabitants  to  one  liundred  and  fifty  souls!  Sauvolle 
himself  di(‘d,  leaving  the  cares  of  the  colony  to  the  more  re- 
doubtal)le  Ihenville.  The  latter,  deploring  the  condition  of 
his  j>eople,  and  seeing  the  necessity  of  tilling  the  earth,  in  a 
despatch  to  the  French  government  urged  them  to  send  him 
laborers,  rather  than  tin*  vicious  and  the  idle,  who  roamed 
the  forests  in  search  of  mines  and  Indian  mistresses. 

A delegation  of  Choctaws  and  Mobilians  visited  Fort  Bi- 
loxi, and  reipiested  assistance  in  their  war  with  the  Chicka- 
saws.  I’hese  were  succeeded  bv  twtuity  other  Molfilians.  an<l 
the  Chief  of  the  Alabamas,  all  of  whom  rvere  dismissed  with 
presents  and  exhortations  to  remain  at  peace  with  each  other. 
At  this  time,  the  Sjeiniards  of  l\'iisacola  and  the  French  colo- 
ny were  not  only  upon  good  terms,  but  of  mutual  assistance 
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to  each  other ; so  much  so,  that  Bienville  arrested  eighteen 
Spanish  deserters  and  sent  them  hack  to  Don  Martin,  the 
Governor  of  Pensacola. 

Iberville  and  his  brother,  Serigny,  ariBing  at  Pensacola, 
direct  from  France,  on  board  two  men-of-war,  despatched 
supplies  to  the  colonists  in  smaller  vessels,  which  were  joyful- 
ly received,  as  a meagre  portion  of  corn  had  for  a long  time 
barely  kej)t  them  alive.  Having  received  orders  to  break  up 
the  colonial  establishment  at  Bilo.xi,  and  to  remove  it  upon 
the  Mobile,  Bienville  left  oidy  twenty  soldiers  at  the  fort,  un- 
der Boisbriant,  and  sailed  with  his  people  to  Dauphin  Island, 
to  which,  as  we  have  seen,  they  first  gave  the  name  of  Massa- 
cre. Here  he  met  his  brother,  Serigny,  and  a ]>erson  named 
La  Salle.  The  latter  had  been  sent  out  to  perform  the  duties 
of  Marine  Commissary.  With  forty  sailors  and  some  ship- 
c.arpenters,  Bienville  began  the  construction  of  a warehouse  on 
Dau})hin  Island.  With  a sutlicient  force  of  soldiers,  artisans 
and  laborers,  lie  then  sailed  up  the  bay  of  Mobile,  and  at  the 
moutli  of  Dog  river  commenced  the  erection  of  a fort,  a ware- 
house and  other  public  buildings.  This  place  received  the 
name  of  Mobile,  from  the  spacious  bay  upon  which  it  was  situ- 
ated, which  was  called  after  the  tribe  of  Indians  who  had  so 
resolutely  fought  De  Soto  upon  the  field  of  Maubila.  The 
fort  itself  was  long  designated  as  Fort  St.  Louis  de  la  Mobile."* 

* In  1777,  Baitram,  brin;^  on  a voyage  from  .Mobile  to  Pearl  river, 
in  a French  trading  imal,  toiu-hed  at  the  moutli  of  Dog  river  and  .‘^aw 
there  the  ruins  of  oltl  Fori  .St.  Loni.s  de  la  Mob;Ie,  where  lay  some 
iron  oannun  and  some  iinmen.^c  iron  kettlo.s,  formerly  used  by  the 
Flench  for  boiling  tar  into  pitch  — Bartram’.s  Travel.-,  pj).  41G— 117. 


CHAPTER 

IV. 


1701 

December  18 


1702 


1.S40 

Octol>er  13 


lOI 

foci 

(‘i  ' . lii 


'.',  6.^:  ■!  ,'] 
' ' ;;  i>-;',,  ;v,;  ' 


-0«| 


. n tt a ;a iir  /;.{i  a J a vii' ' Ho  m 

' tfom-  oJ 

f’t/l  oi  an'^rfi  in-.iti  har, 

i ,n{{Ur.  I /id  ban  oUinwH 

ly-ffk'fUj^Hhh  ’itj'#)"  '•to.>cf  no t'4  ijfo^  Jyijifb 

•Luy;;'I/';  -vf  .i.iii  //  tji'  ■■f/i(r,lo‘j  f}fB  ot 

«{(r  7'f  0)  nvij-K*  {rrNf''>*rf  Vi!f  .'i:i1  (IP'lf) 

mxjri  jf  ?>v6m  /i  61  ^r,  Jf?  Ifiiaoioo  aiii 

‘f(W  .Jaot  ^nit  ih  ;;i'>/f)Icw  ?/;  6 4 ^4fr' 

,Lr!6f<.l.  ftitUfUtiH'  o' I •■•»f...ji',<K|  ♦'.fff-  firm'  fStStthtlmH  loh 

-tirirnU  V‘  •'.•H  ^7/.  ^ ^thidw  oi 

,5^u^  /{',>! >Jd  ^>4  sfiftH  .-^•o 

-'I6(6  O/H  fti - } *)(-.. r7"*ca’i  U-if  T^h\!  ^dT.'  fht 

-ijlds:  Vi'T<4  -V 

iXf  ‘/-w  >*'(-  ’iMf  fV'ki  ih-)y\(i  ‘>Hr/noiH 

mwhr,  '6>  p.  lUr//  iri<(4{ffR(l 

■'  !i  tn  brift  .■jn"")/'.  ir-  'nid  mU  <uf  h'.4jn;«  ffr>ri)  ‘xl  f'-tmodid  hn« 
<fti'.7r'tx  noirim^  oi!J  b '■.«<:?■  vr/h  ^1  h diimu 

■xit  j)'wf't':'r{  ‘i'»ri,[  /tH.  ii'}'kfri;t{  I'i/fjo  htu\  wtod 

mf  6 dAda  vnd  itmri  />ikhU  1o  sctma 

(,  “ ht4  o<Ivr  Mi;,(6rii  ’k  *^«fM  miH  v*i3*i  IrMfv,  dnd^t  ,]}»)a 
ajil  aikiiiftl/!  fifbit  * M<>{W  <■'>10'^  aU 

T:<  'n  <)7  -.?i<^t'/r^  ; ; J V ' -!>•.>  , ftfflifltfl  ,tTTi  tff  * 

A iiuH^w  ^iU  )|-  (.  .4  .V...J  |1*>||»1^  B ni 

:iiU<'H'/ri  -vr'Mt  //  .r>J„i,<|A  ^">4  ,1^  'W«.  >0  iWilH  'jdl /»v>4> 

h’/^it  \h-?tnixoi  ,H’Ali77«i  HrfVi  •wcH>)<  hftt  n(*/mi;9  aoii 

- v n -ai,  ,.{,|  ,'l  j/nfi’  amtAUnii — tiSJ  grtilivVfJ  Itil  lf7fw6i 


192 


THE  FRENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


CHAPTER 

IV. 


1702 

February  18 


February  31 


Here  v a?  the  seat  of  government  for  the  space  of  nine  years, 
when,  in  1711,  as  we  shall  see,  the  Fivnch  moved  up  to  the 
mouth  of  Mobile  river,  wliere  they  founded  the  town  of  Mo- 
bile, which  li£is  since  become  the  beautiful  commercial  em- 
porium of  the  State  of  Alabama.  A few  days  of  activity  and 
bustle  had  scarcely  been  passed  at  the  new  place,  at  the  mouth 
of  Dog  I’iver,  before  it  was  made  sad  by  the  meeting  of  Bien- 
ville and  Iberville,  who  wept  for  the  loss  of  Sauvolle  while 
affectionately  locked  in  each  other’s  srms. 

Iberville  had  passed  with  his  ship-of-war,  the  Palmier,  over 
the  bar  of  Mobile  point,  liiiding  at  least  twenty  feet  of  water. 
It  was  not  long  before  La  Salle  and  his  family  came  up  to 
^Mobile,  which  now  presented  the  appearance  of  a settlement, 
with  houses  and  shelters.  Bienville,  anxious  to  obtain  the 
friendship  of  all  the  tribes  upon  the  ^Mobile  river  and  its  tvi- 
butaries,  and  to  institute  friendly  relations  between  the  differ- 
ent savage  nations  themselves,  had  sent  Tonti,  with  a small 
command,  to  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  countries.  They 
now  returned,  with  seven  Chiefs  of  those  tribes.  The  Go- 
vernor gave  them  handsome  presents,  and  exhorted  them  to 
remain  at  peace  with  the  French  and  with  each  other.  Then 
Iberville  and  his  retinue  dropped  down  the  bay  of  Mobile, 
went  to  Pensacola,  and  from  thence  sailed  for  France. 

Mobile  being  now  the  seat  of  government,  various  delega- 
tions r»f  Chiefs,  Spaniards  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  Canadian-' 
from  the  northern  lakes  an<l  iBei-s,  con.'-tantly  repaired  there 
to  see  Govrrnor  Bienville  upon  business.  Among  othei-s,  a 
delegation  of  eight  Chiefs  of  the  Alabamas  arrived,  whom 
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his  Excellency  treated  witli  kindness,  and  dissuaded  from  chapter 
making  war  upon  the  Mobilians,  Toinez  and  Chick^lsa^Ys. 

Don  Kobles  came  a letter  from  tlie  Governor  of  Pensa-  June 
cola,  requesting  the  loan  of  proAisions  for  his  famishing  garri-  1702 
son,  with  which  the  generous  Frenchman  readily  complied. 
Midshipman  Becaucourt,  commanding  the  colonial  marine, 
made  several  trips  to  Vera  Cruz  and  returned  with  provisions, 
the  King  of  Spain  having  granted  the  French  free  access  to 
liis  colonial  ports.  Father  Davion,  the  missionary  u})on  the 
Mississi}>pi,  and  Father  Liomoge,  a Jesuit,  came  by  way  of 
the  Bayou  Manchac,  and  reported  that  one  of  their  compan-  summer 
ions  and  four  other  Frenchmen  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians 
above  the  Yazoo  river.  Yews  also  reached  Bienville,  that 
St.  Dennis,  at  the  head  of  his  Canadian  scouts,  had  wantonly 
made  war  upon  and  killed  some  Indians  with  whom  they 
were  at  peace,  for  tht'  }>urpose  of  obtaining  slaves.  Bienville, 
grieved  at  his  conduct,  endeavored,  imsuecossfully,  to  liave 
the  slaves  restored  to  their  ])eoplc.  Governor  Martin,  of  Pen- 
sacola, came  to  Mobile,  with  the  information  that  France  and 
Spain  had  gone  to  war  M'ith  England,  and  liis  reqiic'^t  to  be 
furnished  with  arms  and  ammunition  was  granted  by  Ihenville. 

He  was  succeeded  by  two  Spanish  otheers  from  St.  Angirstine,  ^ntnmn 
with  a letter  from  Serda,  Governor  of  that  place,  requesting 
military  su])plies,  as  he  had  been  blockad<‘d  by  tlie  Englisli 
and  Indians.  Bienville  sent  to  his  assistance  a liberal  su]>j)ly 
of  powder  and  ball. 

The  English  of  Carolina  began  to  disturb  the  French 
colonies,  by  sending  emissaries  among  the  IMuscogecs  and 
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Alabamas.  In  a very  short  time,  two  artful  xVlabamas  came 
down  the  river,  to  decoy  the  French  into  the  country. 
Ilaving  assured  the  Governor  that  their  homes  ^abounded  in 
corn,  which  would  be  furnished  at  the  most  reasonable  price, 
the  latter  forthwith  despatched  Labrie,  with  four  Canadians 
in  canoes,  to  procure  some.  They  had  not  proceeded  far, 
before  they  were  all  killed  except  one  of  the  Canadians,  wlio 
returned  to  Mobile  with  his  arm  nearly  severed  by  a blow 
which  he  received  from  an  axe.  To  avenge  this  outrage, 
Bienville  began  the  ascent  of  the  Mobile  in  seven  canoes,  in 
W'hich  were  forty  soldiers  and  Canadians.  In  fourteen  days 
he  arrived  in  the  \ icinity  of  the  Alaljamas,  upon  the  river  of 
that  name,  where  he  discovered  ten  canoes  w ithout  occupants, 
but  saw  smoke  tloating  upon  the  air  and  rising  over  the  forest 
trees  and  cane,  upon  the  bluff.  St.  I)ennis  and  Tonti  advised 
him  not  to  make  tin-  attack  until  night,  to  which  lie  assented, 
contrary  to  his  bettor  judgment.  The  night  was  very  dark, 
and  the  path  which  led  to  the  Indian  camp  was  full  of  weeds 
and  briars.  However,  an  engagement  ensued,  in  which  three 
Frenchmen  were  slain,  and  the  savages  dispersed.  Capturing 
the  canoes,  w Inch  were  laden  w ith  provisions,  Bienville  returned 
to  Mobile.  But  he  did  not  relax  in  his  efforts  to  be  revenged, 
for  he  presently  engaged  parties  of  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws 
to  pursue  the  Alabamas,  who  brought  some  of  their  scalps  to 
iMobile,  for  which  they  received  rewards."^' 

* Journal  IILloriiiue  de  I’Elablisscinont  des  Frau^-ais  a la  Louisianc, 
par  Bernard  de  la  IJarpe,  j)p.  35-83. 
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x\n  official  despatch  represented  the  following  to  he  the 
condition  of  the  feeble  colon}'  of  Louisiana  at  this  period : 

“ 1 80  men  capable  of  bearing  arms. 

2 French  families,  with  three  little  girls  and  seven  little 
boys. 

6 young  Indian  boys,  slaves,  from  tifteeii  to  twenty  yeai-s 
of  age. 

A little  of  the  territory  around  Fort  Louis  (Mobile)  has  been 
cultivated. 

80  wooden  houses,  of  one  story  high,  covered  with  }>alm 
leaves  and  straw. 

9 oxen,  five  of  which  belonged  to  the  King. 

14  cows. 

4 bulls,  one  of  which  belonged  to  the  King. 

6 calves. 

100  hogs. 

3 kids. 

400  hens.” 

This  account  did  not,  of  coui-se,  include  the  officers. 

The  colonists,  suffering  from  severe  famine,  were  tempora- 
rily relieved  by  the  Governor  of  1‘eusacola,  but  again  became 
destitute  of  provisions ; and,  while  forced  to  disperse  them- 
selves along  the  cojist,  procuring  subsistence  upon  tish  and 
oysters,  a vessel  of  war  from  France,  commanded  by  Chateaug- 
ii6,  another  brother  of  llienville,  hajipily  re-established  abun- 
dance among  ihem.  This  vessel  was  succeeded  by  the  Pelican, 
another  man-of-war,  laden  with  ]>rovisions,  and  having  on  board 
Seventy-live  .soldiers  intended  for  the  various  posts,  La\*eiite,  of 
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the  foreign  mission,  sent  as  rector  by  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  foui- 
Priests,  and  four  Sistei-s  of  Charity,  together  with  four  fami- 

1704 
July  24 

lies  of  laborers.  But  what  created  more  novelty  and  excite- 
ment than  all  the  rest  of  the  arrival,  were  twenty-three 
girls,  whom  B>iem  ille  was  informed,  by  the  Minister’s  des[»atch, 
were  all  of  spotless  chastity,  pious  and  industrious,  and  that 
his  Majesty  had  enjoined  upon  tlie  Bishop  of  Quebec  to  send 
no  females  to  Molale  who  did  not  bear  characters  as  irre- 

August 

proachable  as  these.  He  was  instructed  to  have  them  married 
to  Canadians  and  othei-s,  who  were  competent  to  support 
them.  Only  a few  days  rolled  round,  before  they  all  found 
husbands.  These  were  the  first  marriages  which  were  solem- 
nized in  old  Mobile,  or,  indeed,  upon  any  part  of  the  soil  of 
Alabama,  by  Christian  marital  rites."^' 

But  sickness  and  disasters  soon  dispelled  the  joy  which 
these  arrivals  had  occasioned.  Half  the  crew  of  the  Pelican 
died.  Tonti  and  Levassuer,  invaluable  officers — Father  Dange, 

Beptember 

a Jesuit — and  thirty  of  the  soldiers  lately  arrived,  soon  followed 
them  to  the  grave.  The  fort  and  out-houses  at  Pensacola 
were  wrapjted  in  flames.  Lambert,  with  his  Canadians,  driven 
from  the  jiost  of  Washita  by  the  Indians,  had  tied  to  iMobile, 
while  the  Cliickasaws  and  Choctaws  had  began  a war  with 

t 

* “ The  first  ohilcl  born  in  the  colony,  and,  consequently,  the  first 
“ Creole,”  was  named  Claude  Juusset,  and  was  the  son  of  a Canadian 
who  canieJ  on  a small  trading  business  at  Mobile.” — Louisiana,  its 
Colonial  History  and  Romance,  by  Charles  Gayarre.  Now-York  : 
1851.  pji.  -1G1-  U)5. 
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each  otlier,  -which  was  exceedingly  embarrassing*  to  Bienville. 
More  than  seventy  of  the  former,  of  both  sexes,  being  in 
Mobile,  and  imploring  Jhenville  to  have  them  safely  conducted 
to  their  nation,  the  route  to  which  lay  over  the  country  of 
their  enemies,  he  despatched  twenty  Canadians,  under  Bois- 
briant,  with  them.  Arri\  ing  at  one  of  the  Choctaw  towns,  the 
inhabitants  assembled  in  great  numbers  to.  put  them  to  death, 
but  Boisbriant  interposing,  they  then  fell  upon  a stratagem  to 
accomplish  their  pur[)Oses.  Pretending  that  they  onl v desired 
to  rebuke  the  Chicka^^aws  for  their  conduct,  wliile  the  Chief 
was  accordingly  making  liis  speech  to  them,  he  let  a feather 
fall,  which  was  a signal  for  attack.  The  Chickasaw  warrioi*s 
were  all  instantly  put  to  death,  and  the  women  and  children 
reserved  for  slaves.  Boisbriant  was  accidentally  wounded  by  a 
ball,  which  was  exceedingly  regretted  by  the  Choctaws,  three 
Imndred  of  whom  carried  him  on  a litter  to  Mol)ile,  in  mourn- 
ful procession.  Bienville  was  shocked  and  mortified  at  the 
ruthless  ma'^sacre,  and  saw,  at  a glance,  that  the  Chickasaws 
''vould  suspect  him  of  decoying  these  unhappy  peo})le  there  to 
meet  the  fate  which  they  received. 

When  Ikjisbriant  recovered  from  his  wound,  he  was  de- 
spatched up  the  Alabama  river,  ^^tll  sixty  Canadians,  to  fight 
tlie  Alal)amas  and  MiHcogees.  After  a long  absence  he  re- 
turned with  onlv  two  scalps  and  an  Indian  slave.  In  the 
meanwhile,  the  Chickasaws  and  Choctaws,  continued  tlu*ir 
"ar,  Mhii'h  raged  with  the  most  savage  ferocity.  The  French 
unavoidablv  became  implicated  in  tiiese  feuds.  Being  consid- 
ered the  exclusive  friends  of  the  Choctaw.'*,  on  account  of  their 
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proximity,  they  ^Yere  often  suddenly  slain  by  skulk iug  Chicka- 
savs.  Iberville  wrote  to  the  Minister  that  famine  again  prevaile<l 
in  the  unhappy  colony  of  Louisiana ; that  the  Spaniards  could 
afford  them  but  little  corn,  which  the  men  only  had  become 
accustomed  to  cat,  the  Parisian  women  eschewing  it,  aiicl 
blaming  the  Bishoj)  for  not  telling  them  what  they  had  lo 
encounter  in  the  “])romised  land  that  fifty  men  had  come 
to  make  a settlement  at  Mobile  from  the  Up}>er  Mississi]>pi ; 
and  that  the  colonists  would  not  unite  to  resist  the  savages  and 
combat  famine,  but  quarrelled  among  themselves.  At  this 
period,  Commissary  General  LaSalle  had  commenced  a series 
of  vindictive  and  unprincii>led  assaults  upon  the  character  of 
Bienville,  in  his  despatches  to  the  Court.  In  one  of  these  he 
said  that  “ Iberville,  Bienville  and  Chateaugnr,  the  three 
1)rothers,  are  guilty  of  all  kinds  of  malpractices,  and  a.re  c^x- 
tortioners  and  knaves,  who  waste  the  property  of  his  Majes- 
ty.” Father  La  Vente,  the  rector  of  Moldle,  a man  of  b;id 
temper  and  sordid  feelings,  and  un]»opular  with  the  prie>ts 
over  whom  he  was  jhiced,  became  a willing  coadjutor  of  La 
Salle  in  his  indisciiminate  abuse  of  the  Governor.  lie,  too, 
wrote  lettei-s  to  the  Court,  the  burden  of  v hich  was  the  cor- 
ruption of  Ificnville’s  colonial  government.  He  essaved  l<» 
})crsuade  the  inhabitants  that  their  sutferings  were  oN\ing 
alone  to  the  conduct  of  their  Governor,  who  loo  tardilv  or. 
d<‘red  sup])lies  from  France.  He  attenq)ted  to  buy  uj)  the 
sick  sohVu'i's  whom  he  visited  by  giviuLT  them  (as  his  own) 
money  whic-h  had  been  ))laced  in  his  hands  for  charitabh'  pur- 
poses. The  Lady  Superior  also  vented  her  s})leen  again>t 
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Bienville,  by  writing  to  the  Minister  tlmt  l^oisbriant  had  in- 
tended to  have  married  her,  but  had  been  prevented  by  the 
Governor.  Hence,  she  adds,  “ Bienville  does  not  possess  the 
qualities  necessary  for  a Governor.” 

The  colonists  continued  to  lead  unpleasant  lives  ; the  Mu.s- 
cogees  and  Alabamas  threatened  their  existence  ; their  hearts 
were  troubled  with  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Avar ; while 
the  quarrels  among  the  authorities  continued  to  increase. 
Father  Gravier,  a Jesuit,  took  up  the  cudgels  for  Bienville, 
and  defended  him  in  a letter  which  he  addressed  to  the 
Minister.  But  Bienville,  disdaining  these  cabals,  contin- 
ued to  discharge  his  duty  foithfully  to  the  government, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  done  with  his  means  and  ability,  and 
in  his  des})atches  refrained  from  alluding  to  the  animosities 
of  the  commi.-'ary  and  rector,  except  casually  to  meution 
that  he  hail  encountered  much  opposition  from  the  former. 
Iberville,  the  indefatigable  founder  of  Louisiania  and  the  devo- 
ted friend  of  the  colonists,  died  of  the  yelloAv  fever  at  Havana, 
Avhere  he  had^.  touched  with  his  fleet  while  on  liis  Avay  to 
attack  Charleston  and  Jamaica.  This  Avas  a severe  bloAV, 
added  to  the  general  suflbrings  of  the  colony,  and  seri- 
ously retarded  its  advance.  About  the  same  time,  Ber- 
giiier,  Grand  A'icar  of  tlie  Lord  of  Quebec,  came  from  the  Illi- 
nois country  to  Mobile,  and  rep(U-ted  that  St.  Come,  a mis- 
sionary among  the  Natclu'Z,  Avith  three  other  Frenchmen,  had 
been  murdered,  Avhile  descending  the  Mississlpju,  by  the  Chau- 
inachas.  This  indueed  Bienville  to  send  presents  to  all  the 
natioiLs  of  the  LoAver  Mississippi,  Avhich  Avould  cause  them  to 
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CHAPTER  mako  war  ppon  those  savages.  The  English  from  Carolina, 
aided  bv  tioons  from  Great  Britain,  had  continued  to  advance 

1706  " . • . , . 

upon  the  Spanish  settlements  of  the  Floridas,  assisted  by  large 
bands  of  Muscogee  Indians,  and  had  overrun  the  greater  por- 
tion of  Middle  and  East  Florida,  la}dng  Wtvste  the  S[>ani»h  set- 
tlements, ami  forcing  the  inhabitants  and  friendly  Indians  al- 
most to  abandon  the  country.  News  reaching  Bienville  that 
they  had  beseiged  the  fort  of  l^ensacola,  which  had  recently 

1707  Feen  rebuilt,  he  advanced  from  Mobile  with  one  hundred  and 

November  24 

twenty  Canadians  ; but,  on  reaching  that  place,  he  found  that 
the  thirteen  Englishmen  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  Musco- 
gees,  who  for  two  days  had  lain  around  the  fort  to  attack  it, 
becoming  destitute  of  provisions,  had  already  retired. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Bienville,  in  a despatch  to  the  Minister, 
urged  the  i-eccssity  of  sending  out  more  colonial  supplies,  as 
the  inhalatants  had  nut  yet  made  }>lantations  ample  enough, 
from  which  to  derive  a su])])ort.  lie  stated  that  the  lands 
were  fertile  up  the  Mobile  river,  but  too  unhealthy  during  the 
period  of  cultivating  the  crops.  The  want  of  negroes,  horses 
and  0)*<‘n,also  contributed  its  share  in  embarrassing  the  feeble 
efforts  of  the  Louisiana  planter,  and  failures  were  olUui  made, 
lie  informed  the  Minister,  further,  that  he  had  intended  estab- 
lishing a fort  upon  the  “Tombeebe,”  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Chickasaws,  in  order  to  secure  the  friendship  of  those  Indian'^, 
who  Were  tlie  most  warlike  of  all,  and  who  were  daily  tam- 
pered with  by  the  English  of  Carolina,  but  that  the  distance 
to  that  }>oint,  and  the  general  distress  of  the  colony,  had  pre- 
vented it ; that  all  ilie  Indians  were  treacherous,  and  often 
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assassinated  tlie  French,  for  ^vllose  strength  they  had  begun 
to  entertain  a most  contemptible  opinion  ; that  three-fourths 
of  tlie  soldiers  were  too  young  to  prosecute  a war,  and  con- 
stantly deserted,  while  the  Canadians,  whom  he  had  declined 
to  discharge,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  Begar,  Intendant  of 
Rochefort,  were  the  sole  pillars  of  the  colony.  In  consequence 
of  these  things,  he  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  the  estab- 
lishment upon  the  IMississippi.  In  addition,  he  stated  that  La 
Salle  had  refused  to  pay  the  colonists  their  just  dues,  and  had 
\nthheld  payment  from  those  who  had  been  sent  to  a dis- 
tance upon  important  duties. 

The  continued  reports  of  the  malpractices  of  Bienville, 
which  reached  the  ears  of  the  Minister,  induced  the  French 
government  to  order  his  arrest.  DeMuys  was  a|>pointed 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  to  prove  the  facts  charged  against 
this  person,  to  anest  him  if  they  were  true,  and  to  Stiid  him 
a prisoner  to  France.”  Thus  the  unjust  and  singular  position 
was  assumed,  of  leaving  to  Bienville  s successor  to  decide 
whether  he  was  guilty  or  innocent ! In  the  meantime,  Bien- 
ville, hearing  of  his  disgrace  at  Coui't,  demanded  to  be  dis- 
missed from  his  post,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  France.  This 
startled  the  inhabitants  of  Mobile,  who  were  warmly  attached 
to  him,  and  who  immediately  jictitioned  the  government  that, 
if  Bienville’s  request  should  be  allowed,  that  he  should  imme- 
‘liately  be  sent  back  to  them  as  their  Governor.  But  L>oMiiys, 
his  successor  and  his  judge,  died,  at  Havana  on  his  passage 
out.  Diron  B'Artaguette  was  aj)pointcd  commissary  gene- 
ral in  the  jdace  of  the  growling  La  Salle,  whom  the  government 
12 
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had  also  removed.  D’Artaguette,  more  fortunate  than  Iii? 
companion,  liad  reached  Mobile  in  safety,  and  was  directed  to 
investio-ate  the  charges  against  Iliemille,  without  letting  him 
know  what  they  were.  However,  fortunately  for  the  cause  of 
justice,  and  perha{»s  tlie  future  welfare  of  the  colony,  D'Art:i- 
guette,  in  the  report  of  his  investigations  to  the  Minister,  was 
enabled  to  close  by  saying,  that  “ all  the  accusations  brought 
against  Bienville  were  most  miserable  calumnies.'”  Subjoined 
to  this  statement  was  the  attestation  of  Boisbriant,  now  Major 
of  the  fort  at  Mobile.  Hut  the  disap})ointed  and  vindieti\*‘ 
La  Salle  renewed  his  accusations,  in  which  ho  assured  the 
Minister  that  an  understanding  existed  between  Bienville  and 
the  new  commissary,  and  that  the  report  of  the  latter  was 
not  to  be  believtM.h  At  the  same  time  he  denounced  Ihirrot, 
the  sur  mon  of  tlu'  coloiiv,  as  an  ignorant  man — a drunkard 
and  a rogue,  who  sold,  for  his  own  protit,  the  medicines  be- 
longing to  the  ]\ing.” 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  condition  of  the  colony 
of  Louisiana  at  this  period  : 

GARRISON. 

14  superior  officers,  comprising  a midshipman  attending  on 
the  commandant. 

70  soldiers,  comprising*  four  military  officei*s. 

13  sailors,  compiling  tbur  naval  officers. 

2 Cariadians,  serving  as  clerks  in  the  warehoib^es,  by  order 
of  Bienvillt'. 

1 suj)crintendent  of  tin*  warehouses. 

3 priests,  comprising  one  rector. 
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G Avorkmen. 

1 Canadian,  serving  interpreter. 

C cal'in  boys,  learning  the  Indian  language,  and  intended  to 
serve  by  land  and  sea  as  Avorkinen. 

. IXIIARITANTS. 

24  inhabitants  who  have  no  grants  of  land,  Avhich  prevents 

the  majority  from  working  plantations. 

28  women. 

25  children. 

80  slaves,  men  and  women,  of  various  Indian  nations. 

157 

TOTAL. 

279,  of  wliom  six  are  sick. 

In  addition  to  th^>e  there  are  more  than  GO  Canarlians 
who  live  in  the  Indian  villages  on  the  Mi'^sissippi,  withont  the 
permi>sion  of  the  Goxernor,  and  who  destroy,  by  tladr  e\il 
and  libertine  life  with  the  Indian  women,  all  that  the  mission- 
aries and  othei's  have  instriieted  them  in  the  myst(*ries  of 
religion. 

ANIMALS. 

50  cows. 

40  calves. 

4 bulls. 

8 oxen,  four  ot  \vhieh  belong  to  the  King. 

1400  hogs  and  sows. 

2000  lu'iis  or  therealnvuts. 

In  eonse<{uenco  of  the  death  of  the  recently  ap])oint«>d 
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Governor  of  Louisiana,  and  tlio  complete  overthrow  of  the 
charges  brought  against  tlie  old  one,  the  French  govern- 
ment  permitted  the  latter  to  continue  at  Ids  responsible  and 
thankless  post.  Knowing  that  the  colony  could  not  prosper 
unless  the  earth  was  cultivated.  Governor  liienville  endeavored 
in  vain  to  make  the  whites  under  him  labor  in  the  fields.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  sa\  ages,  whom  the  French  had  endeavor- 
ed to  enslave,  would  escape  to  their  native  woods,  at  the 
slightest  appearance  of  coercion.  In  a des})atch  to  the  Minister, 
Bienville  recommended  tliat  the  colonists  be  allowed  to  send 
Indians  to  the  West  India  Islands,' and  there  to  exchange  them 
for  negroes,  asserting  that  these  Islanders  would  give  two 
Africans  for  three  savages.  Ilis  proposition  was  laid  before  M, 
Ixobert,  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Bureau  of  the  ^linister  of 
Marine,  who  pronounced  against  it,  upon  the  ground  that  tie- 
inhabitants  of  the  West  Indies  would  not  part  with  their  g<)od 
negroes,  and  that  the  only  way  to  obtain  such  was  bv  pur- 
chases from  Guinea,  Another  idea  of  Bienville’s  seemed  still 
more  unreasonable.  He  had  given  orders  t(')  watch  sevo.al 
inhabitants  of  Mobile,  to  ])revent  them  from  leaving  tlm 
country.  As  they  had  “amassed  considerable  i'ro])crty  in 
the  colony,  by  keejnng  }niblic-houses,  it  was  but  just,”  said  In: 
to  the  Mini'^ter,  “to  coinj'iel  them  to  remain.” 

Although  discharged  from  otlice,  La  Salle,  far  from  remain- 
ing quiet,  continued  to  conqfiain  of  the  .'idrninistration  of  th** 
colony.  He  urged  the  Minister  to  send  thirty  fniiales  to 
Mobih',  to  ])revent,  by  marriage,  the  debauchery  which  wa> 
coimnitted  with  Indian  wonum.  He  said  that  sucli  an  nn- 
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portation  would  serve  to  keep  at  home  a number  of  Canadians  chapter 
who  roamed  tlie  country  in  search  of  female  slaves.  He 
agreed  in  opinion  with  Tlienville  that  negi’ce^i  were  indispen- 
sable to  the  prosperity  of  the  colony ; and  in  this  he  was 
right,  for  experience  has  proved  that  iieiLher  South-Carolina, 

Louisiana,  nor  any  other  Southern  State,  with  such  low  rich 
lands,  and  with  a humid  atmosphere  so  destructive  to  the 
constitutions  of  the  whites,  could  ever  have  been  successfully 
broug’ht  into  cultivation  without  African  labor. 

Commissary  D’Artaguette,  visiting  the  country  lying  be- 
tween Lake  Pontchartrain  and  the  Mississippi  i-i\er,  now  a 
portion  of  New  Orleans,  found  there  seven  P'renchmen,  who  1709 
liad  each  planted  an  acre  of  Indian  corn,  brought  from  the 
Illinois,  and  which  grew  most  luxuriantly.  lie  wrote  to  the 
Minister,  as  Ibeiaille  and  Pienville  had  often  done  before, 
urging  the  establishment  of  colonies  u]>on  that  ri\'cr,  and  for 
their  protection  against  the  floods,  the  erection  of  embankments 
along  the  margin. 

Although  La  Salle  had  died  at  iMobile  early  in  the  year  i7io 
1710,  a short  time  after  the  death  ol  his  second  wife,  who, 
like  the  first,  had  been  reared  in  the  hosjiitals,  yet  Bienville 
failed  not  to  And  those  who  were  equally  willing  to  comment, 
in  the  most  illiberal  manner,  upon  his  administration.  Ma- 
rigny,  an  officer  of  the  garrison,  in  a despatc-h  to  the  Minister, 
accused  him  with  disreirarding  the  interests  of  the  colony.  La 
Vente,  the  curate,  who  a]>})earcd  officiously  desirous  to  att.md 
to  the  tem])oral  as  well  as  the  s]»i ritual  aflairs  of  Loui>iann, 
also  abused  him  without  measure,  attributing  to  him  every 
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rnisfortiiiie  which  attended  the  inhabitants  of  iMobile.  lit* 
assured  the  Minister,  that  if  tlio  permission  of  the  g-overnment 
could  be  obtained,  they  liad  determined  to  form  a colony  upon 
Dauphin  Island,  wliere  there  were  twenty  fortified  homes,  for 
the  purpose  of  catcliing  fish,  and  being  more  convenient  to 
the  suppli.'s  which  might  be  sent  to  them  from  I^ensacola  and 
France.  Under  these  re})cated  assaults,  Biem  ille  lost  the 
dignity  and  patience  which  had  formerly  characterized  his 
conduct,  and  now  retorted  u])on  his  adversaries  with  con- 
siderable acrimony.  In  one  of  his  despatches,  he  said,  that 
“ the  curate.  La.  ^\'nte,  endeavored  to  excite  everybody 
against  him  that  the  curate  was  “not  asliamed  to  keep  an 
open  shop  and  sell  like  an  avaricious  Jew.'’  Verily,  tlii" 
father  must  ha^•e  been  a man  who  possessed  too  much  malig- 
nity, avarice  and  bad  temper,  to  have  been  a .^nocessful  mis- 
sionary in  the  holy  cause  in  which  he  was  ostensibly  engagctl. 

Thus  the  year  1 710  closed  with  such  controveisies,  while 
Bienville  had  been  obliged  to  distribute  his  men  among  the 
Indian  towns  to  procure  sonuhliing  to  eat.'*^  How  unfortu- 
nate that  the  colonists,  like  mere  children,  should  have 
depended  upon  the  mother  country  for  every  thing  which 
went  into  their  mouths,  when  moderate  industry,  bestowe»l 
higher  up  the  Tomlagby  and  Alabama  rivei’s,  upon  the  more 
elevated  and  les.-i  sickly  lands,  would  have  ensured  them  an 
abundance. 


Histoire  <le  la  Lunisianc,  jiar  Charles  Gayarre,  vol.  1,  }>p.  73-91. 
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CIIAPTEIl  V. 

THE  COLOXY  OF  LOUISIANA  GRANTED 
TO  CROZAT. 

The  tioocR  liaving-  immdated  tlu‘  settkanraits  around  ciiatter 
Fort  St.  Louis  do  la  iMoLllo,  Eiouvillo  detonuiiied  to  }»laco  liis 
people  upon  more  elevated  ground.  All  the  inhaLitants,  except 
tlie  garrison  of  tlie  fort,  ounoved  upon  tlie  iMoLilo  river,  Avliere, 
upon  the  site  of  the  present  beautiful  and  'wealthy  conmier- 
eial  emporium  of  Alabama,  they  establi-died  tliemst-h  Here 
Bienville  built  a ne\^'  wooden  fort,  which,  in  a few  years,  was 
destroyed  to  give  place  to  an  extensive  fwtress  of  brick,  called, 
in  French  times,  Fort  Conde,  and,  in  Englisli  and  Spanish 
times,  Fort  Gharlotte.  The  seat  of  government  was  perma- 
nantly  lixed  hei-e,  and  the  leading  characters  of  the  colony 
made  Mobile  their  head-<piartei’^.  Only  a small  garrisonwas 
left  at  the  old  settlement  at  tin*  mouth  of  Dog  river,  which, 
liowever,  continued  to  guard  that  ]>oint  for  scweral  years  aftc'r 
this  peii'-O. 

The  Chickasaws  having  again  engaged  in  a war  with  the 
Ohoctaws,  at  the  instance  of  the  English,  and  thirty  of  the 
tormer  tribe  Ix  ing  at  Mobile  at  the  time,  they  implored  Jhen- 
ville  to  have  them  safely  conducted  home,  through  the  coun- 
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try  of  their  enemies.  Desiring  to  acquire  the  confidence  of 
the  Chick asa^ys  by  acts  of  kindness  that  woidd  induce  them  to 
break  up  their  alliance  with  the  Carolinians,  Bienville  readily 
granted  their  request,  and  despatched  his  brother,  Chateaugne, 
with  thirty  soldiers,  to  escort  them.  lie  was  successful  in  his 
mission,  and  returned  to  Mobile  without  having  met  "sWth  any 
serious  adventures. 

The  colony  of  Louisiana  still  remained  in  a precarious  situ- 
ation. It  is  true,  the  inhabitants  had  to  some  extent  begun 
the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  the  first  samples  of  which  were  sup- 
posed to  be  superior  to  the  quality  raised  in  Virginia.  Wheat 
came  up  most  luxuriantly,  but  the  damp  atmosphere  de- 
stroyed it  '‘.vhen  it  commenced  maturing.  Notwithstanding 
the  long  vsar  whiuh  had  existed  between  France  and  England, 
no  attacks  of  the  enemy  had  been  directed  against  any  part 
of  the  Louisiana  colony,  until  about  this  time,  when  a ]jiratc 
ship  from  Jamaica  disembarked  on  Dauphin  Island,  and  plun- 
dered the  inhabitants  of  nearly  all  which  they  possessed.  Not 
long  afterwards,  this  fii-st  and  last  act  of  hostility  during  the 
present  war,  was  succeeded  by  the  arrival  of  a ship  which 
came  iq>on  a more  agreeable  mission.  She  brought  large 
siqtplies  for  the  colony,  and  when  she  hoisted  her  sails  to  re- 
turn to  France,  D’Artaguette,  the  commissary  general,  an  ac- 
complLlied  man,  who  well  understood  his  business,  became  a 
passenger  on  board  of  her,  to  the  regret  of  all  the  inhabitants, 
who  ardently  desired  him  to  remain  longer  with  them. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  colonial  disbui-sements 
of  the  year  1 V 1 1 : 
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To  12  workmen  on  the  fortification, 

4,480  Uvres. 

V. 

“ 23  naval  officers,  soldiers  and  cabin  boys. 

4,5i2 

“ superior  officers,  - - - _ 

10,988 

“ medicine  chest,  _ _ _ _ 

50G 

“ wax  candles  in  the  chapel. 

270 

1711 

“ presents  to  the  Indians,  - _ _ 

4,000 

“ maintenance  of  military  companies. 

27,688 

G 1,504  Uvres. 

D’Artagiiette,  tlie  colonial  commissary,  had  a prosperous 
voyage  to  France,  and  arrived  tliere  “at  tlie  time,”  to  use  the 
eloquent  language  of  Gayarre,  “when  the  star  of  Louis  XH^., 
which  had  shed  sucli  brilliant  glory  around  for  lialf  a century, 
was  almost  extinguished,  and  tlie  doors  of  the  old  cathedral  of 
St.  Dennis  had  already  opened  in  expectation  of  receiving  tlie 
great  monarch,  u liornage  and  misfortune  urged  rapidly  tow  ards 
the  tomb.”  Tlie  country,  too,  over  which  ho  had  so  long 
reigned,  was  then  groaning  under  the  effects  of  the  long, 
bloody  and  ex])ensive  wars  w'hich  he  had  waged.  The  report 
which  D’Artaguette  now  made  of  the  unhappy  condition  of 
the  colony  of  Louisiana,  induced  the  French  government  to 
number  that  fruitless  and  extravagant  bantling  among  its  other 
misfortunes.  It  determined  to  hand  the  colony  over  to  the 
care  of  a company,  or  to  some  rich  merchant,  w ith  a grant  of 
its  exclusive  commerce  and  otlnu  important  piL  ileges.  Ac- 
cordingly, an  opulent  merchant,  named  Antione  Crc>/;it,  en- 
tered into  a contract  ^vith  the  King  of  France,  Tlie  King 
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CHAPTER  granted  to  him,  for  tlie  term  of  fifteen  years,  tlie  exclii>ive 
commerce  of  all  the  country  known  as  the  colony  of  Louivi- 
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September  14  ana,  eiiihraeiiig  the  country  upon  the  Alabama  and  Tombig- 
bv,  with  their  various  tributary  streams ; of  all  the  islands  at 
and  near  their  entraiieo  to  the  sea;  of  all  the  lakes,  rivers  and 
islands  connected  Avith  the  lakes  I’ontchartrain,  Mauripas, 
Borne,  Ac. ; of  all  the  country  upon  the  Mississippi  and  its  nu- 
merous tributaries,  from  the  sea  as  high  up  as  the  Illinois  river, 
together  with  that  of  Texas.  He  also  ceded  to  him  "'forever,'' 
all  the  lands  Avhich  he  could  establish  himself  upon,  ail  the  ma- 
nufactures which  he  could  put  into  operation,  and  all  the  struc- 
. tures  which  he  should  erect.  The  King  also  granted  to  him 
the  }>rocceds  of  all  the  mines  which  he  might  find  anel  work, 
and  agreed  to  appropriate  fifty  thousand  livres  annually  to- 
September  14  ward  the  jiavm<‘Ut  ot’his  oflicers  and  troop>  in  l.oui'ijaiia. 

For  all  these  pii\ilegcs,  Crozat  obligaterl,  on  his  })art,  to 
appropriate  oue-fourth  of  the  proceeds  of  the  mines  of  jmyious 
metals  to  the  King's  use;  to  forfeit  the  lauds  which  Averc 
granted  to  him  "fortverf  if  the  improvements  or  manufac- 
tures Avhieh  he  placed  u]!on  them  should  be  abandoned  by 
him  or  siiould  ceiise  to  exist ; to  send  a vessel  annually  to 
Guinea  for  slaves  for  tiie  colony,  and  to  send  every  year  tu  <> 
ships  from  France,  Avith  a certain  number  ot  emigrants  to  Lou- 
Septembtr  14  isiaua  ; and,  at  the  expiration  of  nine  years,  to  })ay  the  salaries 
of  tile  King's  otllcers  in  the  colony  during  the  remainder  of 
his  tilin',  Avith  the  }>ri\ilcgeof  nominating  those  oiliccrs  for 
his  majesty's  appoint nn  nt. 

All  this  country  as  as  to  be  a dejumdency  u])on  the  gov.  ru- 
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meiit  of  Xew  France.  The  ordinances  and  usages  of  the 
Provost  and  Viscount  of  Paris  Avere  to  ride  the  colony,  in 
connection  with  a council  similar  to  that  which  then  exi^^ted 
in  St.  Domingo. 

About  the  time  that  Franco  thus  abandoned  our  si>i]  and 
the  few  white  iidiabitants  upon  it,  to  the  wealthy  Parisian 
merchant,  the  King,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  ceded  to  Fng- 
land  the  country  of  Xova  Scotia,  with  its  ancient  boundaries. 

The  jiopulation  of  I Louisiana,  now  turned  over  to  Crozat, 
consisted  of  twenty-eight  families,  twenty  negroes,  seventy-five 
Canadians,  and  two  companies  of  infantry  (T  fifty  men  each, 
the  whole  numbering  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  .soul>. 
They  were  scattered  over  the  eolonv.  ainl  se]»arated  Iw  large 
rivem  and  expansive  lahe^,  protecti-d  by  oidy  six  f >rts  of  mise- 
rable coiotruetion,  built  of  .-takes,  trees  ;md  e.arth,  and  ]'oi  tion- 
of  them  covered  with  palm  leaves,  'riiese  forts  were  situat.-d 
asfolloAAs  : one  upon  the  Mi-^i.^sippi,  one  upon  Ship  bland,  one 
U|»on  Dauphin  blaiul,  one  at  Diloxi,  one  at  the  oM  an«l  the 
other  at  the  new  settlement  of  Moldle. 

At  length,  a vessel  of  fifty  gun<  <lisemharked.  on  Itauphin 
Island,  the  officer'^  intended  for  the  government  of  Louisiana 
under  Crozat’s  eharter.  Among  them  wer»'  Lamotte  Cadil- 
lac, the  new  (,h)\ernor;  Duelos,  the  Commissary  (hnieral ; 
Lebas,  the  C<>inptroller  ; and  Dirigoin  and  Laloire  de  Ibsin<. 
directors  of  the  affairs  (g‘ Crozat  in  the  eoloiiy.  (Jovernor  Ca- 
dillac had  >erved  with  distinction  itt  the  wars  of  Canada,  and 
brouLdit  with  him  to  the  coloiiv  ot  Loiii.-iana  his  ilaiuhter. 
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Avhom  lie  attempted,  as  we  shall  see,  to  many  to  Bienville. 
He  was  a man  of  })oor  judgment,  of  week  feelings,  and  much 
selfishness.  To  interest  him  in  the  deepest  manner,  in  accom- 
plishing his  various  schemes  of  colonial  aggrandizement,  Crozat 
had  promised  him  a portion  of  his  profits.  But  Cadillac,  in 
liis  first  despatch  to  tlie  Minister,  began  to  complain  of  every- 
body and  of  every  thing  appertaining  to  the  colony ; and  all 
his  other  documents  to  that  high  functionary  were,  likewise, 
filled  with  carping  c])ithets,  which  could  only  emanate  from  a 
selfish  and  childish  mind  like  his.  Dauphin  Island,  which, 
he  said,  had  been  represented  to  him  as  a terrestrial  paradise, 
he  assured  the  Minister,  was  a poor  and  miserable  spot,  sup- 
porting but  a few  improvements,  with  a few  fig  trees  and 
sapless  vines  of  the  gra[)0  and  lemon.  ^Vheat  did  not  grow 
u])on  the  wlnde  continent,  having  been  abandoned  upon  the 
borders  of  Lake  Bontchartraiii  and  at  Natchez,  where  one 
Larigne  had  endeavored  to  raise  it.  Other  colonial  officers, 
also,  hastened  to  complain.  Duclos  wrote  to  the  Minister  that 
twelve  girls  had  lately  arrived  from  France,  who  were  too  ugly 
and  badly  formed  to  secure  the  affections  of  the  men,  and 
that  but  two  of  them  had  yet  found  husbands,  lie  Wius  afraid 
that  the  other  ten  would  remain  on  hand  a long  time.  He 
thought  j)roper  to  suggest,  that  those  who  sent  girls  to  the 
colony  in  future,  should  attach  more  imj»oitance  to  beauty 
than  to  virtue,  as  the  Canadians  were  not  scrupulous  as  to  the 
lives  which  their  spouses  may  have  formerly  led.  Hut  if  they 
were  only  to  be  otTered  girh  as  ugly  as  these,  thev  would 
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rather  attach  tliemselves  to  Indian  females,  particularly  in  the  chapter 
Illinois  country,  ^vhere  the  Jesuit  piiests  sanctioned  such  alii-  ' ■ 
ances  hy  the  marital  ceremony. 

Duclos  again  wrote  to  the  Minister,  accusing  Cadillac  with  October‘S 
having  appropriated  tho  presents  intended  for  the  Indians,  to 
his  own  use,  and  recommended  that  the  Governor  should,  in 
future,  be  required  to  confer  with  Bienville  in  relation  to  the 
distribution  of  those  presents ; the  latter,  he  remarked,  having 
for  so  many  yeai-s,  by  justice,  honor  and  good  advice,  so  hap- 
pily conciliated  the  ditTerent  tribes.  On  the  same  day  Cadil-  October  a 
lac  wrote  to  the  ^linister,  the  Count  Pontchartrain,  that  the 
inhabitants  knew  nothing  of  the  culture  of  silk,  tobacco  and 
indigo,  but  confined  their  attention  to  the  production  of  Indian 
corn  and  vegetables.  That  the  commerce  of  the  colony  con- 
sisted merely  in  skins  of  deer,  bear,  and  other  animah,  and 
lumber.  That  the  courcurs  de  hois  hunted  for  peltry  and 
slaves,  which  they  brought  to  Mobile  and  sold,  and  that  the 
peltry  was  then  re-sold,  together  with  vegetables  and  poultry, 
to  the  S[>aniards  at  Pensacola,  or  to  ships  which  touched 
upon  the  coast,  while  the  Indian  slaves  were  employed  to 
saw  out  luml)er  and  till  the  earth.  But  the  very  next  day 
Cadillac  made  another  despatch,  in  which  he  pronounced  the 
country  to  be  good  for  nothing,  and  the  inhabitants  ‘‘  a mass 
of  rapscallions  from  Canada,  a cut-throat  set,  without  subordi- 
nation, with  no  respect  for  religion,  and  abandoned  in  Nice 
^^ith  Indian  women,  whom  they  prefer  to  French  girls."  He 
complained  that  upon  arriving  at  Mobile  he  found  the  garri- 
sons dispersed  in  the  woods  and  Indian  villages,  whore  they 
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CHAPTER  went  in  search  of  bread ; that  Biem  ille,  Ids  brother  Cha- 
teaiigne,  and  their  cousin  l^oishriant,  the  Major  of  ^lohil*-. 
came  to  tlie  colony  too  young  to  know  how  to  drill  soldier>. 
and  had  not  since  learned  any  thing  of  pro}'er  discipline  ; and 
that  tlie  soldiers  nil  had  Indian  wives,  who  cooked  for  tluan 
and  waited  upon  them — all  of  whicli  ho  pronounced  to  be  in- 
tolerable. lie  believed  that  the  colony  presented  but  two 
objects  of  commerce — trade  with  the  Spaniards  of  Mexico  and 
1713  the  working  of  precious  mines,  if  the  latter  could  be  discovered ; 
but  that,  unfortunately,  JJirigoin,  one  of  Crozat’s  directoi-s, 
was  a man  of  no  capacity,  v.hile  Lebas,  the  comptroller,  was 
extremely  dissipated,  lie  desired  more  trade’s-people,  sailoi-s, 
Canadians  and  artizans  to  be  sent  out,  and  a church  to  h- 
erected  at  Mobile.  But  the  latter  the  inhabitants  woidd  be 
delighted  not  to  have.  Indeed,  a majority  of  the  gentlemen, 
priests  and  missionaries,  had  not  lakeii  sacrament  for  eight 
years,  the  soldiers  had  not  kc]it  l^ilm  Sunday,  but  followc<l 
the  example  of  Bienville  and  his  adherents;  that  the  sea 
ca])taiii  c\ho  brought  out  the  twehe  girls  had  seduced  more 
than  half  of  them  upon  the  passage,  which  was  the  cause  ot 
their  not  having  married  res]>ectable  persons  in  the  cohuiy. 
and  he  contended  that  it  was  best,  under  the  circumstance', 
that  the  soldiers  should  be  allowed  to  marry  them,  for  fear 
th.'it  tlicir  povei  ty  would  drive  them  to  pro><titution.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  council  which  was  to  co-operate  in  the  government 
of  the  colony,  ('adillac  said  that  it  had  not  convened  for  the 
want  of  suitable  members.  To  this  string  of  complaiiits  were 
added  many  otliers  in  a subsequent  ilespatch,  among  whicli 
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were  the  following : That  Biemille  had  governed  the  colony  chapter 
for  years  without  having  discovered  any  mines,  which  lie  (Ca-  ^ ' 
dillac)  could  have  done  in  a short  time  ; that  Ituclus  was  February 20 
guilty  of  great  impudence  and  presumption  in  censuring  his 
official  act-i : tliat  tlie  French  governmend  was  entirely  too 
lenient  to  its  colonial  odicers  and  soldiers,  who  threatened  to 
revolt  and  burn  up  Crozat’s  establishment ; and  that  libertin- 
ism was  carried  to  such  an  extent,  that  even  the  boys  had  In- 
dian mistresses  ! In  again  alluding  to  the  council,  he  stated  that 
Duclos  had  nominated  for  Attorney-General  a store-keeper ; 
for  Councillor,  the  chief  surgeon ; for  Secretary,  Door-keeper 
and  Xotary,  one  Ihxpiet,  a low  soldier  ; and  that  the  Assem- 
bly, which  for  the  present  was  to  meet  at  his  house,  wanted 
nothing  but  the  bonnet  and  robe  to  make  it  perfect ! He  said 
that  if  the  Mini<i'‘r  did  not  crusli  the  cabals  formed  against 
him  bv  Bienville  and  his  clan,  who  kept  u])  an  intercourse 
with  the  inhabitants  of  IGnsacola,  to  whom  they  sold  and 
from  whom  ’they  bought,  that  Crozat  would  be  c<-)m]>ellcd  to 
abandon  his  colonial  project.  He  denied  that  he  had  with- 
held grants  of  land  to  the  inhabitants,  but  admitted  that  his 
requirement  that  such  grants  as  he  had  given  should  be  sub- 
ject t<7  the  ratiticatioii  of  the  King,  gave  great  dissati>faction. 

He  concluded  this  remarkable  despatch  with  the  assertit)ii  that 
none  of  the  lamls  w.ne  worth  granting  I 

In  the  meantime,  a ship  had  arri\  ed  from  the  mother  coun- 
try witli  a large  su|']»ly  of  provisions  and  considerable  nn-r- 
chandize.  .^he  was  followed  by  the  Louisiana,  owned 
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Crozat,  also  laden  ^vitll  provisions  for  tlie  colony.  Delegations 
of  Chiefs  of  different  tribes  visited  iSIobile  and  smoked  the  pipe 
with  Cadillac  and  Iheiiville,  who  received  them  with  friendship, 
gratified  them  with  presents,  and  dismissed  them  under  pledges 
that  the}  would  abandon  the  interests  of  the  English  of  Carolina 
and  Virginia.  But  even  after  this,  twelve  Finglishmen  came 
among  the  Choctaws  with  a large  number  of  Creeks  or  Miisco- 
gees,  and  were  graciously  received  by  the  inhabitants  of  all  save 
two  towuis,  who  fortified  themselves,  and  while  besieged  by  the 
Creeks,  one  night  made  their  escape  to  Cadillac  at  Mobile.* 

During  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  of  England,  the  region 
south  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  was  granted  by  that  monarch 
to  Sir  Robert  Heath,  but  the  projected  colony  was  neglected, 
and  the  grant  was  forfeited.  Charles  II.  decreed  that  this 
territory  should  assume  the  name  of  Carolina,  and  embrace 
the  region  from  Albemarle  Sound  southward  to  the  River  St. 
Johns  and  westward  to  the  Pacific,  forming  a province  vast  in 
extent,  which  was  conveyed  to  eight  joint  proprietors.  In 
the  meantime  some  adventurers  from  New  Flngland  had  plant- 
ed a little  colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  river.  From 
that  time  emigrants  gradually  settled  upon  the  coast  now 
known  as  that  of  Xorth-Carolina,  and  extended  their  enter- 
prises to  South-Carolina,  wdiere  they  formed  a settlement 

♦Hi--^torie  de  la  Louisiane,  j)ar  Charles  Gayarre,  vol. 

Journal  Historiquo  de  rEtablisscincnt  des  Frj^ii(;ais  a la  Louisiatie, 
par  Bernard  de  la  Harpe,  78-1 L5. 
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several  miles  above  the  mouths  of  the  Ashley  and  Cooper 
rivers,  and  at  length  established  themselves  upon  the  site  of 
the  present  city  of  Charleston.^ 

From  the  time  that  South-Carolina  was  thus  colonized, 
down  to  the  period  of  1714,  to  which  we  have  brought  the 
history  of  the  French  colony  of  Louisiana,  forty-four  years  had 
passed.  During  much  of  that  time,  Carolina  and  Virginia 
traders  had  penetrated  ]!ortions  of  the  great  Muscogee  nation, 
which  extended  from  the  Savannah  nearly  to  the  Ubarrior,  in 
Alabama.  They  also  carried  their  merchandize  further  west, 
into  the  heart  of  the  Chickasaw  nation,  among  vhom  they 
establislied  trading  sliops,  in  detiance  of  the  ITench  settle- 
ments upon  the  Mobile.  Notwithstanding  that  the  French 
were  the  first,  since  the  invasion  of  De  Soto,  to  discover  and 
occu|>y  the  country  where  the  Tombigby  and  Alabama  lose 
themselves  in  the  sea — and  although  the  indefatigable  llifii- 
ville  had  ex}'lored  those  rivei’s  to  their  highest  navigable 
points,  at  a very  early  })criod,  freely  interchanging  friendly 
assurances  with  the  Chickasaws  living  upon  the  one,  and  the 
Muscogees  and  Alabamas  upon  the  other — yet  the  gras{)ing 
English  government  attempted,  through  its  enterprising  traders 
and  special  emissaries,  to  occu])y  this  region,  and  to  induce 

IIil(].''i  lh’s  History  of  tlio  United  States,  vol.  2,p|).  Co.xe's 

Carolatia,  2 ; London,  1711.  Stevens’  History  of  Ceorgia,  vol.  1,  pp. 
140,  1-11,  o8,  Simms’  History  of  Sontli  Carolina,  pp. 

Carroll’s  Historical  Cidicctions  of  .Sonth-Carolina,  vol.  1 , j>p.  -Iv?- 5’J. 
Ramsay’s  History  of  South-Carolina,  vol.  1 , pp.  l?-3.  HeweU's  His- 
tory of  South-Carolina. 
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the  inhahitants  to  expel  the  French,  not  only  from  tlie  liead 
'waters  of  those  streams,  hut  from  their  very  moutlis.  The.<e 
fearless  Fritish  traders  conveyed,  upon  the  hacks  of  }iack- 
horses,  such  goods  as  suited  these  Indians,  from  distant 
Charleston  to  the  remote  (fhiekasaw  nation,  o^■el■  creeks  without 
hrielg'es,  rivers  without  ferries,  and  woods  ])athless  and  J'reg- 
nant  with  many  dangeis.  They  did  not,  liowever,  cstahlish 
any  jicrmanent  trading  shops  upon  the  Coosa,  Talla}toosa  or 
Alabama,  at  the  period  iineler  reeiew,  hut  occa>ionally  traded 
with  the  Indians  u]'on  those  streams,  dwelling  in  their  town^ 
no  longer  than  sufliceel  to  di>];ose  of  theii'  geoels.  and  receive, 
in  return,  valuahle  jieltries,  ■which  they  conveyed  hack  to 
Charleston.  Fut  tlu.ir  intiucourse  'SNith  these  trihes  was 
vastly  ]»erni(.ious  to  the  Fn  nch  helow,  and  to  the  S|  aniard> 
inhaliiting  the  pro\inces  of  Moiida.  dhe  Creeks,  in  coniiiia- 
tiou  with  their  Friti^h  allies,  imaded  the  latter  })rovinces,  a> 
we  liave  alreaely  seen. 

Fiemille  had  re])catedly  >uggcstod  to  the  Freiieh  govern- 
ment the  necessity  e>f  estahli>hing  a fort  and  trading  post  Uj  ttn 
the  Alabama  river,  in  the  immediate  strong-hold  of  the 
})OWerfnl  Creeks,  to  counteract  the  intiiu  iiee  of  the  Carolinian> ; 
hut  a war  ensued  hetwi'eii  him  and  the  Creeks,  with  whom 
lie  had  an  engagement,  as  we  have  seen,  and  against  whom 
he  fouml  it  imperative,  I'or  the  juvs^uw  atiou  of  his  eolony,  to 
incite  tin,'  Choctaws  and  other  tribes.  Alioiit  tin'  commeiie»- 
ment  of  tin'  vear  IVI  t,  and  wli-  ii  t’lozat's  charter  had  ho*  n 
in  opei'atioii  for  near  a tw.F e-nniiith,  Ihoioilh',  ^\ho  wa<  still 
retained  high  in  authority  .‘is  roynl  lieuti'ii.int,  onlv  second  tv> 
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tlie  Governor,  ino>t  fortunate  in  making-  peace  with  tlie 
Creeks.  Having  obtained  from  tliem  their  consent  for  the 
erection  of  a fort  liigh  ii])  in  their  country,  he  was  authorized, 
by  the  colonial  council  at  Mobile,  to  immediately  establish  it. 
Crozat's  directoi-s  deemed  the  location  a most  suitable  one  for 
the  advancement  of  his  commerce,  beddes  the  barrier  it  would 
interpose  to  the  enemies  of  that  commerce. 

Accordingly  Bienville  embarked  at  Mobile,  with  eight  iron 
cannon,  many  tire-arms,  a large  su[>ply  of  ammunition,  mer- 
chandize suitable  fur  the  Indians,  and  a liberal  sup[»ly  of  }>ro- 
visions,  on  board  two  small  sailing  vessels.  IVith  these  ves- 
sels also  went  a number  of  canoes  of  various  descriptions. 
The  expedition  was  co’iiposed  of  soldiers,  Canadians,  and 
^Mobile  and  Cltoctaw  Indians.  Bienville  sailed  up  the  Mobile 
river  to  the  coitflu'^nco  of  the  Tomidgby  and  Alabama.  Here, 
passing  with  hi?  singular  tleet  into  the  latter  stream,  he  slowly 
ascended  it.  After  a long  and  tedious  voyage,  he  arrived  at 
one  of  the  Alabama  villages,  not  far  above  the  site  of  the 
modern  town  of  t^dma.  Continuing  the  voyage  up  the  river, 
he  successively  passed  the  towns  of  Autauga, I’owacte  and 
Ec'uncharte  ;f  and  at  length  moored  his  boats  at  the  beautiful 
Indian  town  of  Coosawda.  These  towns  were  inhabit*'d  by 
the  Alabamas,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  were  members  of  tlie 
great  ('reek  nation,  which  was  composed  of  several  diiferent 
tribes,  whom  tln-y  had  conquered  and  incorjiurated  into  their 
'confederacy.  Many  of  these  peojile  joined  the  tleet  vn  its 
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pasfiHge  Ep  the  Alabamaj  and  j(>yfti!ly  greeted  Bienville,  mIio 
was  popular  with  all  the  savages,  and  who,  with  wonderful  fa- 
cility, acquired  a perfect  knowledge  of  their  different- dialects. 
He  was  met  at  Coosawda  by  some  of  the  most  prominent 
Chiefs ; and  here  leaving  his  fleet,  he  embarked  in  a camKc 
and  explored  the  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  rivers  for  several  miles 
up.  lie  then  resolved  to  erect  his  fort  at  the  town  of  Til<- 
kegee,  which  was  then  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Coo.sa, 
four  miles  above  the  junction  of  that  stream  with  the  Talla- 
poosa. Bienville  displayed  much  judgment  in  the  selection 
of  this  place.  It  was  at  the  head  of  a peninsula  formed  by 
the  windings  of  these  rivers,  which  here  apj)roached  within 
six  hundred  yards  of  each  other ; after  which  they  diverged 
considerably  before  they  finally  came  togetlier.  It  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  some  of  the  most  pojndous  towns, — the  in- 
habitants of  which  could  easily  bring  down  to  the  fort  thvir 
articles  of  commerce  by  either  river.  Beturning  to  Coosawda, 
Bienville  now  advanced  his  licet  from  thence  to  the  junction, 
where,  entering  the  Coosa,  he  arrived  at  Tu.skegee,  where  tlic 
voyage  terminated.  The  crew  left  the  boats — ascended  the 
bluff — formed  themselves  in  religious  order,  and  surrounded  a 
cross  which  had  been  hastily  constructed.  Two  priest'^,  who 
accompanied  the  expedition,  chanted  praises  to  the  Most  IIioh, 
and  went  through  other  solemn  ceremonies,  in  presence  of  a 
number  of  the  natives,  who  contemplated  the  scene  with 
calmness  and  respect,  and  who  i)rcserved  the  most  profound 
silence.  With  the  as'^istance  of  the  natives,  Bienville  bt'gan 
the  erection  of  a wooden  fort  with  four  bitstions,  in  eacli  one 
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of  wliicli  be  mounted  two  of  tbe  cannon.  As  the  history 
of  tliese  cannon  is  ratlicr  singular,  and  may  interest  some  of 
our  readers,  we  must  be  allowed  to  digress  a little  from  the 
main  narrative,  by  a brief  reference  to  it.  These  cannon  re- 
mained upon  the  entrenchments  of  Fort  Toulouse  from  I’ll 4 
to  lV63.  Then  the  French  commandant  spiked  them,  broke 
off  the  trimions,  evacuated  the  fort,  and  left  the  cannon 
there  in  that  situation.  The  English,  who,  in  I'iOS,  succeed- 
ed to  the  possession  of  this  country,  threw  a garrison  into 
Fort  Toulouse,  but  in  a ^■ery  short  time  also  evacuated  it,  and 
it  fell  into  rapid  decay  ; but  still  the  French  cannon  remain- 
ed there.  A few  yeai's  after  Col.  Hawkins  had  been  stationed 
among  the  Creeks,  as  their  agent,  he  induced  tlie  government, 
as  a means  of  encouraging  agriculture,  to  send  some  bki<.-k- 
smiths  to  the  nation.  of  these  nn'ii  succeeded  in  tiling 

away  the  sjukes  from  tv\o  of  the  cannon.  These  the  Indians 
used  to  fire  with  powder,  for  amusement.  Afterwaids,  the 
army  of  Jackson  occupied  the  site  of  the  old  fort.  In  duo 
time  they  mai-ched  away,  and  still  these  French  pieces  re- 
mained there. 

Finally,  the  town  of  Montgomery,  now  our  capital,  l.K'gan 
to  be  settled,  and  the  inhabitants  went  up  to  old  Fort  Toulouse, 
then  Fort  Jackson,  and  l>rought  do\\n  two  of  these  cannon, 
which  they  fired  at  4th  July  fi-'-tivals,  and  upon  other  extraor- 
dinary occa-^ions.  AVheii  it  was  known  that  John  Cumey 
Adams  had  been  elected  President  of  the  Cnited  States,  his 
warm  friends  in  Montgomery  determined  to  make  tin*  tor«*'ts 
resound  with  the  noise  of  powder.  C)ne  uf  the  cannon  was 
13 
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over-cliarged,  and  svheu  toiiclied  off  by  Ebenezer  Pond,  bnr.st 
into  pieces  and  mangled  tliat  gentleman  in  such  a horrid 
manner,  that  he  was  a long  time  in  recovering.  The  breech  of 
the  otlier  cannon  was,  some  yeai-s  afterwards,  bui-st  off  bv 
hea\y  charges,  and  the  portion  which  remains  now  stands  at 
Pollard's  corner,  in  Montgomery,  being  there  planted  in  the 
gi’oimd,  tlie  muzzle  np,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  ttie 
corner  of  the  side-walk.  About  the  year  1820,  another 
of  these  cannon  was  carried  to  the  town  of  Washington,  the 
then  county  seat  of  Autauga,  where  the  inhabitants  used  to 
fire  it  upon  the  celebration  of  tlie  4th  July,  and  whenever  a 
steamboat  arrived,  but  at  lengtli  it  was  also  bui>t,  by  a party  re- 
joicing one  night  at  tlie  result  of  a county  election.  Another 
of  these  old  French  pieces  was  carried  to  Wetumj)ka  when 
that  town  was  first  establidicd,  and  was  fired  upon  like 
occasions.  It  is  now  at  Pockford,  in  Coosa  county,  in  the 
possession  of  the  same  Ebenezer  Pond  who  was  so  badly 
wounded  at  Montgomery  by  the  explosion  of  one  of  its  mates. 
What  became  of  the  other  four  cannon  we  do  not  know,  but 
have  understood  that  they,  together  with  a fine  brass  }>icce, 
^ire  in  the  river  opposite  Fort  Jackson. 

Put  to  return  to  Pienville  and  his  romantic  expedition. 
Around  the  stockading  the  governor  cut  intrenchments,  and 
one  liundrcvl  veai*s  afterwards,  Jackson  ]>laccd  an  American 
fort  upon  the  ruins,  which  assumed  his  name.  Piemille 
occupied  th(‘  summer  and  fall  in  completing  tin'  tort  and 
out-houses,  and  in  exploring  the  surrounding  country.  Ho 
visited  Tookabatcha,  upon  the  'I'allapoosa,  an.l  exteinlcd  his 
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journey  among  the  Lower  ^luscogees,  upon  the  Chattalioo- 
che, — even  crossing  that  river,  and  conferring  with  the  Chiefs 
in  the  towns  of  Coweta  and  Cusseta,  -within  the  present  limits 
of  Georgia.  Upon  all  these  dangerous  excursions  he  was 
accompanied  by  only  a fe^v  faithful  Can.adians,  and  always 
performed  his  journeys  on  foot.  Was  not  this  whole  expedi- 
tion most  interesting, — nay,  romantic  1 Here  was  the  former 
governor  of  Louisiana,  and  now  the  lieutenant-governor,  in 
the  centre  of  Alalxuna,  in  the  deepest  de})ths  of  her  forests, 
among  people  with  wh(»m  he  had  been  at  war,  and  who  were 
yet  tampered  "with  by  the  English,  visiting  their  towns,  dis- 
tributing presents,  and  exhorting  them  to  form  alliances  w ith 
the  French  colony  of  Louisiana,  and  to  expel  the  English  w ho 
should  attempt  to  form  posts  among  them.  Yes  ! citizens  of 
the  counties  of  ^r-.>ntg"merv,  Coosa.  Talla]HX)sa,  ^facon  and 
liussell,  reflect  that  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  years  ago^* 
the  French  governor  of  Louisiana, — the  great  and  good  l>ien- 
\ille,- — walked  over  your  soil  and  instituted  fritmdly  relations 
with  its  rude  inhabitants, — among  whom  not  a solitary  white 
man  had  a permanent  abode, — and  established  a small  colony 
upon  the  east  bank  of  the  Coosa  ! 

Giving  the  fort  the  name  of  “ Toulouse,'’  in  honor  of  a dis- 
tinguished French  I'ount  of  that  name,  w ho  had  mui'h  to  do 
with  the  governnu'iit  of  France  and  her  colonies,  and  leaving 
in  command  Marigny  de  Maiulaville  with  thirty  soldlms,  and 
one  of  the  ])rlests,  Eienville  turned  his  boats  down  the  riv(‘r,  and. 
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after  a prosperous  voyage,  arrived  at  Mobile  with  the  Indians 
and  Canadians  who  had  accompanied  him/'*^ 

Thus,  we  see,  that  although  the  French  had  been  residinL'’ 
upon  the  Mobile  river  since  1702,  and  the  Canadians  had 
several  times  explored  Central  Alabama,  yet  no  attempt  was 
made  to  form  permanent  settlements  in  this  region,  until 
twelve  years  afterwards,  wlien  it  was  so  successfully  accom- 
plished by  Bienville. 

Governor  Cadillac,  in  a des])atcli  to  the  Minister,  attemjUed 
to  acquire  all  the  credit  for  the  peace  which  had  been  made 
with  the  Creek  nation,  and  boasted,  generally,  of  the  impor- 
tant services  wiiich,  he  contended,  he  had  rendered  the  colony. 
But  he  was  the  same  inefficient,  seltish  and  fault-tinding  officer. 
A large  majority  of  the  inhal>itants  relied  solely  upon  Bioii- 
^ille,  whose  most  prominent  friends  were  Ihielos,  Boisbriiint, 
Chateaugne,  Kicheboui‘g,  and  dii  Tisne,  and  tlie  larger  num- 
ber of  the  priesthood.  Tlic  friends  of  Cadillac  were  Marigny 
de  Mandaville,  Bagot,  Bloiindel,  Latour,  ^illiers  and  T<u-rine. 
Thus  this  handful  of  men  were  at  dau'gers’  points  with  eaeli 
other,  instead  of  uniting  for  their  own  preser\  ati(,)n  and  }u-os- 
perity,  and  that  of  the  feeble  settlements  over  which  they  had 
charge.  A tyrannical  ordinance  issued  in  France,  uj'ou 
the  petition  of  Crozat,  which  further  embarrassed  alfairs.  All 
persons  were  forbidden  to  hring  any  nnuchandize  into  Lou- 
isiana, or  to  carry  any  out  of  it,  undor  penalty  of  contiscation 
to  the  protit  of  Crozat.  Xo  pei-son  in  the  colony  was  allowctl 
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to  have  a vessel  f-t  to  go  to  sea,  and  all  suhjects  of  the  King  chapter 
were  prohibited  from  sending  vessels  to  the  colony  to  carry  on 
commerce.  Crozat  vas  dclermined  to  avail  himself  of  the 
monopoly  wliich  had  been  granted  him,  and  this  ordinance 
was  based  upon  the  representations  of  Cadillac,  who  had,  mom 
than  once,  complained  to  the  Minister,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  were  making  a little  for  themselves,  in  a commerce 
with  the  Spaniards,  which  was  deemed  a very  unwarrantable 
thing  by  that  illiberal  man.  Cadillac  hated  Bienville  for  1714 
several  reasons,  the  most  prominent  of  which  were,  that  lie 
was  too  po|»nlar  with  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  too  much 
respected  and  obeyed  by  the  iidiabitants  genci-ally,  and  had 
absolutely  refused  to  become  liis  son-in-law.  Cadillac’s  daugh- 
ter, who  had  been  educated  in  France,  and  who,  like  her 
father,  thought  much  of  thr  blood  and  honor  of  the  family, 
fell  in  love  with  Bienville,  soon  after  her  arrival  in  Mobile. 

The  proud  governor  could  not,  at  first,  brook  the  idea  of  an 
alliance  with  a CanaOian^  but  he  saw,  as  he  supposed,  the 
strong  attachment  of  his  daughter,  who  now  began,  like  many 
other  hypocritical  girls,  to  pine  away  and  sicken  in  eonse- 
cpience  of  his  refusal.  Believing  that  Bienville's  great  intlu- 
ence  with  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  with  the  various  Indian 
tribes,  woidd  materially  strengthen  his  administration  and 
advance  the  commerce  of  Crozat,  the  })rotits  of  which  he  was 
to  share,  if  he  could  Init  once  secure  his  friendship  and  obe- 
dience, he  resolved  to  sacritice  his  family  dignity  by  graiiiying 
the  wishes  of  his  daughter.  One  day  he  accosted  Bienville, 

M’ith  much  rosjiect  and  siuuity  of  manner,  and  invited  him 
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into  Ills  closet.  He  there  disclosed  to  him  his  entire  Nvlllin^^- 
ness  to  sanction  the  contemplated  match  between  him  and  his 
daughter,  charged  him  to  treat  her  with  affection,  ain.l  C(jn- 
cliided  his  convei’sation  with  a very  patronizing  air.  Bienville, 
much  surprised  at  the  vrhole  atlair,  as  he  had  never  alluded 
to  maiT'iage,  in  the  few  visits  which  he  had  paid  the  daughter, 
gravely  a.ssured  Cadillac  that  he  had  “ determined  never  to 
marry.”  This  was  too  bad  ; and,  from  that  moment,  Bien- 
ville found,  in  the  j)ersons  of  the  Governor  and  his  daughter, 
two  most  coidial  haters. 

The  redoubtable  Curate  de  la  Vente  continued  to  declaim, 
not  only  against  the  colonial  government,  but  against  every 
body  except  his  friend  Cadillac.  In  his  despatches  to  the 
Minister,  he  said  that  the  Canadians  particularly  ‘did  not 
wrih  to  connect  themselves  with  any  women  by  marriage, 
much  preferring  to  carry  on  scandalous  concubinage  with  the 
young  Indian  squaws,  who  were  hurried  by  their  nature  into 
all  kinds  of  irregularities.”  That  they  scarcely  ever  saw  a 
church,  never  performed  mass,  and  never  partook  of  the 
sacraments;  that,  while  a few  of  the  inhabitants  did  celebrate 
Sundays  and  festival  days,  the  large  majority  resorted  to  tav- 
erns and  to  public  games — “ whence  it  is  easy  to  coinpreheiiil 
that  they  are  almost  all  drunkards,  gamesters,  blasphemers  ut 
the  holy  name  of  God,  and  declared  enemies  of  all  good,  mak- 
ing a matter  of  ridicule  of  our  holy  religion  and  of  the  person^ 
who  perform  its  exercises,”  Tliey  corrupted  the  soldiers  Iq 
such  horrid  examples;  and  even  officers,  who  wore  the  sword 
and  plume,  had  children  by  Indian  females.  'I'lie  mi-<si(_'na- 
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ries  found  themsolves  u&eloss  to  a people  who  vreie  led  away 
by  siieli  vices,  and  to  the  Indians,  who  were  corrii]»ted  by  the 
sins  of  the  latter,  and  consequently  they  \vould  1)0  forced  to 
leave  a land  so  accui*sed.  La  Vente  sugo'csted  to  the  ^linister 
two  })ians  “ to  rociify  the  adairs  of  the  past  iind  those  of  the 
future:’' — eitlier  to  solely  colonize  Louisiana  witli  Christian 
families,  or  permit  the  Frencli  to  marry  the  Indian  women  by 
religious  rites.  Or,  if  these  plans  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect,  that  a large  niimlx-r  of  girls,  “better  chosen  than  the 
last,  and  especially  some  who  will  be  sutffeiently  ]>leasing  and 
well-formed  to  suit  the  officers  of  the  garrisons  and  the  j.rin- 
cipal  inhabitants,"  shouM  l)e  sent  over  from  h'rance  as  a ])ar- 
tial  remedy.  Verily,  the  worthy  curate’s  head  appeared  to 
run  much  iqion  women  of  various  grades  ! 

AccordiiifT  to  the  orders  which  he  had  received,  1 )e  la  Loire 
des  L^i-sins  made  a settlemenl  at  Xatchez,  to  pr(  -mote  the  com- 
merce of  Crozat.  Cladillac  set  off  on  an  e\q»edition  to  di-eover 
mines  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  Illinois  country,  and  di<l  not 
return  from  his  chimerical  excursion  until  (detober,  when  he 
wrote  to  the  Minister  that  he  had  everywhere  set  the  Indians 
upon  the  Engli-h,  Init,  in  truth,  he  had  aroused  the  anger  ot 
the  sa\  ages  against  himself  wlu'rever  he  had  a}'i)cared  among 
them  ; and,  in  descending  the  Mississippi,  upon  his  way  to 
Mobile,  he  had  refused  to  smoke  with  the  powerful  and  war- 
like Natchez  C'hioL,  which  was  highly  n seiited  on  their  part, 
and  afterwanls  led  to  a war  with  the  Freiteh. 

An  English  otlicer  from  (’arolina,  named  llntcluy,  who  had 
passed  through  the  t’reek  and  Chickasaw  nations,  came  into 
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CHAPTER  the  territory  of  the  Natchez.  From  thence  he  began  the  do- 
scent  of  the  Mississippi,  to  form  alliances  with  the  tribes  U:- 
low.  But  Dcs  Ursins,  who  had  gained  intelligence  of  his 
movements,  pursued  him  in  a boat,  captured  him  near  Man- 
chac,  and  carried  him  to  Mobile.  From  thence  Fdenville  sent 
him  to  Pensacola ; but  having  determined  to  reach  Carolina 
by  land,  he  was  killed  upon  the  route  by  a Thomez  Indian, 
jaiy  A large  canoe,  containing  seven  Alabamas,  an  Englishman 
and  a Canadian  named  Boutin,  arrived  at  Mobile.  They  re- 
ported that  the  Indians,  bordering  upon  Carolina,  had  risen 
in  war  against  the  inhabitants  of  that  province,  had  killed 
those  upon  the  frontiers,  and  that  even  Port  Eoyal  and  seve- 
ral other  towns  had  been  destroyed.  The  war  extended  to 
the  distant  Chickasaw  nation.  There,  fifteen  English  tradei-s. 
who  Iiad  taken  shelter  in  one  cabin,  were  instantly  slain  in 
the  presence  of  De  St.  Helene,  h Frenchman,  who  was  then 
amono"  the  tribe,  and  who,  a few  minutes  after  the  massaor<*. 
was  killed  himsolf,  through  mistake,  by  two  young  Chlcka- 
1715  saws,  engaged  in  the  bloody  scene,  they  supposing  him  to  be 
one  of  the  enemy,  llis  deatli  w as  regretted  by  all  the  C'hicka- 
saws  who  were  }>resent. 

To  protit  by  this  intelligence,  so  agreeable  to  the  I ivnch 
colony,  Inemille  immediately  despatched  emissaries  auit)ng 
the  Alabamas  and  Muscogees,  to  renew  the  alliances  which  be 
liad  formed  with  tliein,  and  to  engage  them  to  turn  tbcir 
whole  coimnerce  into  French  channels.  He  sent  mes.sencvi- 
to  the  Choctaws,  d"manding  the  head  of  Outactacliito,  who 
liad  introduced  the  English  into  their  nation,  and  wlu)  had 
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di-iven  oft’  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  Cliocta\r  towns  that  were  chapter 
faithful  to  the  French  and  wlio  still  lay  around  Mobile,  anxious  ' 
to  return  liome.  The  messcngoi's  returned  to  Mobile  with  the 
head  of  tins  warrior,  whicli  had  been  reluctantly  stricken  otT 
by  the  Chiefs,  who  were  afraid  to  disobey  Ilienville.  Tliey 
bore  an  invitation  to  those  Choctaws  whom  they  had  forced 
to  leave  their  homes,  to  return  in  peace. 

The  store-ship  Dauphin  came  to  anchor  in  Mobile  bay, 
where  she  landed  two  companies  of  infontry,  commanded  by 
Mandaville  and  Bagot,  which  increased  the  expenditures  of 
the  colony  to  the  amount  of  thirty-two  thousand  livres  a year. 

One  of  the  passengers,  named  Bogeon,  came  to  till  the  ])lace 
of  Dirigoin,  one  of  the  directors  of  Crozat,  who  had  Iteen  re- 
moved from  office.  At  the  same  time,  a frigate  from  Bochelle, 
and  a brigantine  from  Martinirpie,  arnving  in  the  bay,  re- 
quested permission  to  dispose  of  their  cargoes  to  the  inhabi- 
tants ; but  the  authorities,  anxious  to  perfect  the  monopoly 
of  Crozat,  refused  them  the  privilege. 

In  the  meantime,  Cadillac  had  not  forgotten  how  to  till  the 
sheets,  vhich  he  sent  to  Count  rontchartrain,  with  gloomy 
pictures  of  the  colony,  and  tlie  licentiousness  of  its  inhabitants. 

Ill  one  of  these  despatches  he  denominated  Loui'^iana  “a  mon-  i:i5 
ster  which  had  neither  head  nor  tail.”  He  com]tlained  of  ihe 
manner  in  which  the  council  unscrupulously  altfivd  the  de- 
crees of  the  Frencli  government.  Ho  said  that  the  vh<de 
countrv  was  the  jioore^t  and  most  miserable  upon  the  ulnKg 
the  ja‘Ople  of  whirii  would  much  sooiu.r  b.*licM'  a lie  than  the 
truth.  He  recommended  that  a stone  fort  bo  tuected  at  Mo- 
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bile,  but  iiumediately  interposed  an  obstacle  to  the  project  bv 
saying  that  tlie  topographical  engineer  was  a man,  without 
firmness  and  judgment,  and  was  always  drunk.  He  was  vio- 
lently o[>}Joscd  to  the  establishment  of  a colony,  upon  tho 
Mississi}»pi,  on  the  ground  which  sustains  New-Orleaus,  a 
measui’e  now  contemplated  by  Crozat,  through  the  recoin - 
mendation  of  Bienville.  He  asserted  that  the  Mississippi 
river  was  too  crooked,  too  ra]>id  in  high  tides,  and  too  low  in 
the  dry  season,  for  the  navigation  of  canoes  ! 

At  length  Cadillac  went  to  reside  on  l )au|thin  Island,  wheiv 
he  had  formerly  spent  much  of  his  time.  It  was  fortified  with 
four  barracks  of  palisades,  covered  with  rushes,  and  a guard- 
house, with  a ]>rison  of  the  same  style — the  whole  surroundi-d 
with  ]»alisades  very  irregularly  arranged.  From  this  island  ha 
immediately  issued  the  following  singular  ordinance: 
OHDIXANCK  OF  M.  DE  I.AMOTTE  CADILE.VC. 

“As  we  have  obtained  certain  knowledge  of  several  cahab 
and  cons]>iracies  which  tend  to  revolt  and  sc'dition,  and  on  ac- 
count of  some  disturbances  from  w hich  evil  conseipiences  may 
ensue,  in  order  to  abolish  and  obviate  the  misconduct  caused 
by  dnmkenne.ss  and  ab(j  all  disturbances  fonumted  by  women  ot 
irregular  life,  or  by  the  instigation  of  other  ]iei-sons  who  excite 
to  vengeance  those  who  are  so  unfortunate  astoexj»ose  tlumi- 
selvfS  by  evil  diseours<\  and  as  every  one  takes  it  upon  him- 
self to  carry  a sword  and  other  weapons  without  ha\ing  any 
right  to  do  so,  we  most  positiwly  prohibit  to  all  per'^oii"  ot 
low  biith,  to  all  clerk>  of  M.  ( 'rozat,  sailors  aial  strangt  is  late- 
ly arrived  from  France,  if  tln'y  are  not  provided  with  hi-> 
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majesty’s  commission,  from  carrying  a sword  or  any  other 
weapons,  either  by  day  or  night,  on  Davijdiin  Island,  or  at  any 
other  settlements  where  there  is  an  actual  garrison,  under  the 
penalty  of  three  hundred  Uvres  tine,  to  be  applied  to  the 
erection  of  a church  on  Dauphin  Island ; and  in  default  of 
payment  the  otTcnder  shah  be  confined  in  prison  for  the  space 
of  one  month,  and  the  penalty  shall  be  greater  for  each  repe- 
tition of  the  offence.  AVe  grant  to  all  gentlemen  the  pri\i- 
lege  of  wealing  a sword  after  having  proved  their  nobility, 
and  presented  their  titles  to  the  secretary  of  the  council  for 
examination,  and  not  otherwise,  under  the  same  penalties. 
We  grant,  also,  to  all  civil  and  military  officers,  actually  serv- 
ing in  the  country,  permission  to  wear  a sword,  drc.” 

Thus,  while  this  ridiculous  goyernor  was  establishing  him- 
self in  a court  of  heraldry,  in  a miserable  cabin  of  ]>alm  logs 
on  lbin[)hiii  Island,  and  ])ronouncing  upon  titles  of  nobility, 
Bienville  was  in  the  interior  of  the  immense  wilds  of  Louisi- 
ana, establishing  trading  posts  and  advancing  the  intcr»‘sts  of 
the  colony.  Cadillac,  whom  the  excellent  connnissary,  1 Ju- 
dos, pronounced  to  be  “an  avaricious,  cunning  an<l  ob-^tinate 
man,  who  kept  for  himself  everything  w hich  the  court  sent  to 
the  savages,”  was  fast  losing  ground  with  the  authorities  in 
France.  Crozat,  in  one  of  his  last  communications  to  him, 
used  this  language  : “ It  is  my  opinion  that  all  tlie  disorders 
of  which  M.  Cadillac  complains  in  tho  colony  jaoceed  from 
the  mal-administration  of  M.  Cadillac  himself.”  1 lie  .Miin'ler 
added  this  post>cript  ; “ .\!e>>rs.  Cadillac  and  1 )nclo>,  w In-se 
characters  are  utterly  incompatible  with  cadi  other,  and  who, 
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-at  the  si.mc  time,  lack  the  intelligence  necessary  to  tlie  }>or- 
formance  or  their  duties,  are  recalled,  and  their  places  ;iro 
hlled  by  others.”  It  was  unjii.st  that  Duclos  should  have  bvcu 
made  to  lose  his  station  because  his  views  of  colonial  poliev 
clashed  with  those  of  the  Governoi. 

The  King  of  France  had  ordered  Bienville  to  form  several 
establishments  upon  the  Mississippi,  and  to  commence  with 
that  among  the  Katchez,  with  eighty  soldiere.  x\s  soon  as 
possible  he  began  the  construction  of  large  canoes  to  be  used 
as  transports.  Cadillac  refused  to  place  at  his  disposal  the 
number  of  soldiers  designated  by  his  majesty,  and  Bienville, 
when  all  things  were  ready,  de}>arted  with  only  thirty- 
four  soldiers  under  the  command  of  Kichebourg.  To  tliese 
were  added  fifteen  sailors.  Bienville  advanced  to  a town  uf 
the  Tonicas,  eighleen  leagues  below  Natchez,  and  there  learn- 
ing from  Fatlier  Daviou,  still  a missionary  among  those  peo- 
ple, that  they  were  not  to  be  trusted  and  would  jirobably 
become  allies  of  tlie  Natchez,  he  established  himself  tempo- 
rarily upon  an  island  in  the  Mississi|>pi,  where  he  errete»l 
three  barracks,  which  he  enclosed  with  piles,  llis  object  w;is 
to  obtain  posse.ssion  of  the  persons  of  tliose  Chiefs  and  jiromi- 
nent  warriors  of  the  Natchez,  who  liad  recently  munh  o d 
some  Frenchmen,  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  Cadillac  t.» 
smoke  with  them,  Avhich  they  viewed  ns  a declaration  of  '\ar. 
lie  intended,  after  he  liad  made  an  example  of  a few  t'hi<  !'. 
and  had  intimidated  the  comniou  jieoj'le,  to  pntcecd  to  th«  ir 
towns  and  there  con-truet  a fortification  in  (.)be<lience  to  tin’ 
orders  of  liis  King.  i''ather  Baviou  further  informed  Biemilh' 
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that  the  Natchez  Chiefs  did  not  suspect  that  the  murders  chapter 
which  they  had  committed  were  known  to  the  French  au- 
thorities,  and  were  anxious  to  keej)them  concealed.  Hienville 
then  despatched  messengers  up  the  river,  who  were  instructed 
to  pass  by  the  Natchez  during-  the  night,  and  proceed  towards 
the  Wabash  settlements,  and  inform  all  Frenchmen,  whom 
they  met  descending,  to  be  upon  their  guard,  for  that  he  was 
stiitioned  at  the  Tonicas,  and  that  he  was  preparing  to  be  re- 
venged upon  the  murderers  of  the  ^renchnien,  which  ^\ould 
possibly  produce  a serious  w'ar  with  that  tribe. 

Three  Natchez,  who  were  sent  by  their  Chiefs  to  Fienville, 
arrived  with  the  }>ipo  of  peace,  but  the  latter  declined  to 
receive  it,  and  stated  that  the  messengers  might  smoke  with 
his  soldiers,  but  that  he  would  only  smoke  with  the  Great 
Sun  Chiefs,  for  he  was  the  Great  Chief  of  the  French.  Lie 
affected  indiflerenee  about  establishing  a trading  post  among 
them,  and  intimated  au  intention  to  give  the  Tonicas  the 
benefit  of  his  merchandize,  as  the  Natchez  Chiefs  had  exhibit- 
ed such  a want  of  respect  and  friendship,  in  not  coming  tlumi- 
selves  to  greet  him. 

The  three  savages  speedily  returned  home  with  this  startling 
message,  and  with  a French  inter|>reter,  wlio  could  further 
explain  the  re}»ly  of  Iheiiville.  One  morning,  Hienville  saw  Mays 
four  magniticent  canoc-s  descending  the  liver,  and  bearinu^ 
towards  tlie  inland.  Fight  warrioi-s  htood  erect  and  sung  tin* 
l»ipe-song,  while  three  ChieG,  in  each  catioe,  sat  uiuler  im- 
mense umbrellas.  Thev  were  the  Natchez  Chiefs,  allnrcd 
thither  by  the  snare  which  the  royal  lieutenant  had  laid  for 
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them.  Concealing  one  half  of  his  soldiers,  and  advancing, 
with  apparent  friendship,  he  conducted  them  within  his  rud- 
militarv*  works,  whicli  they  entered  singing  the  song  of  ]H*ac(‘, 
and  holding  the.  pipe  over  his  head.  Afterwards,  they  pa>->»'<l 
their  hands  o\er  his  stomach  \Nithoiit  rubbing,  and  then  o\er 
themselves.  J3ieiiville  refused  the  })ipe  with  contem['t,  au<l 
desired,  first,  to  know  the  nature  of  their  visit.  Much  discon- 
certed, the  Chiefs  went  out  and  presented  their  pipes  to  the 
Sun.  The  High  Priest, ^vith  his  arms  extended  and  his  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  bright  luminary  which  he  daily  Avorship]>«  d. 
invoked  it  to  soften  the  temper  and  change  the  resolution 
the  stern  llienville.  Again  entei’ing  the  works,  he  presented 
the  pipe  to  Bienville,  who  scornfully  refused  it.  At  that  nu>- 
ment  the  Chiefs  were  seized,  ironed,  and  placed  in  the  piBoii. 
At  night,  Bienville  informed  the  Grand  Sun,  and  his  bruther-. 
the  Angry  Serpent  and  the  Little  Sun,  whom  he  had  caiisfd 
to  be  separated  from  the  others  and  brought  into  his  prcsciU'*. 
that  nothing  would  satisfy  him  but  to  be  placed  in  possession 
of  the  heads  of  the  Chiefs  who  advised  the  murder  of  the  li'*' 
Frenchmen,  and  of  those  who  executed  the  horrid  deed  : that 
he  knew  that  they  were  not  concerned  in  the  transac-tioa 
tliemselves,  and,  consequently,  he  did  not  desire  to  take  tie  a 
lives,  unless  thev  failed  to  comply  with  his  demands,  'll  ■ 
gave  them  until  morning  to  determine  upon  his  iv«[ui>iti'*n. 
and  bv  daylight  the  three  brothers  a[)pc>arc(l  Lrture  him,  ai.-i 
implore<l  him  to  remember  that  no  one  now  r<-maiie-d  in  tle  u 
town  of  sufficient  authority  to  cho]'  off  the  heads  of  the  ne  '» 
whom  he  demanded,  and  requested  that  the  Angry  J^^erjM  ni 
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miglit  be  permitted  to  return  Iiome  to  acccmpli.di  tlie  dan-  chaptkr 
geroiis  mission.  Hienville  refused,  but  sent  llie  Little  Sun  in  - 

his  place,  ^vith  an  officer  and  twelve  soldiers,  who  conveyed 
him  in  a canoe  within  six  miles  of  Xatchez,  where  he  was 
placed  on  shore.  The  Little  Sun  jeturned  to  Lieii\ilie,  with 
three  heads,  two  of  which  the  French  commander  recognized 
as  those  which  lie  had  demanded.  The  other  liead  Avas 
that  of  an  innocent  }>erson,  the  brother  of  one  of  the  mur- 
derers, who  liad  tied  to  the  forests.  Fien\ille  expressed  his 
deep  regret  to  the  ChieL,  that  they  had  thus  caused  an  inno- 
cent person  to  suffer,  and  assured  them  that  nothing  would 
compromise  his  resentment  but  the  possession  of  the  head  of 
the  Chieh  White  Earth.  Notwithstanding  the  Little  Sun  had 
acted  with  so  much  promptness,  and  had  brought  with  him  a 
Frenchman  and  two  Illinois  Indians,  A\honi  he  found  lied  to 
stakes  in  one  of  the  Natchez  towns,  i-eady  to  l)c  burned  to 
death,  yet  Fiem  ille  caused  him  to  be  ironed  and  remanded  to 
prison  with  the  others.  The  next  day  he  des])atched  to  the  .Mar  i5 
Natchez,  the  High  Friest  of  the  Temple,  and  two  Chiefs  of 
War,  for  the  liead  of  White  Ifarth.  They  were  conducted  by 
a detaclimenl,  almost  to  their  villages.  In  the  meantime,  by 
a confession  of  the  iiu]u-isoned  Chiets,  Ihenville  ascert.ained 
that  the  English  had  been  encouragvd.  and  the  Frenchmen 
h.ad  been  killed,  at  the  instance  of  White  Earth,  Grigai-s,  and 
two  Chiefs  and  two  warriors  then  in  liis  custody.  'I'he  Indians 
wliom  he  had  sent  to  the  Natchez,  Inning  returned  without 
tlie  head  of  Whit**  Ifarth,  who  Inul  made  his  escape,  an*l  the 
inundations  of  tin*  .Mis>issi]»pi  liaving  caused  much  sickm-ss  on 
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the  island,  Bienville  determined  to  end  the  atfair  hv  a treatv 
■with  the  Chiefs,  who  willingly  acceded  to  his  terms, .and  w^n- 
grateful  that  he  had  spared  their  lives.  They  bound  tla  ni- 
selves  to  kill  "White  Earth  whenever  he  could  be  captured — m 
restore  all  the  goods  which  they  had  seized — to  cut. 
thousand  five  hundred  piles  of  acacia  wood,  thirty  feet  Ion.: 
and  ten  inches  in  diameter,  and  to  dc|)Osit  them  at  the  >puL 
at  Natchez,  where  it  was  contemplated  to  erect  a fort — and  t-- 
furnish  the  bark  of  three  thousand  cypress  trees,  for  covorinir 
the  houses,  by  the  end  of  July."'" 

1716 
June  3 

Adjutant  Pailloiix  de})arted,  with  two  soldiers,  to  the  toN\n 
of  the  Natchez,  Avith  the  Chiefs  and  other  Avarriors ; Bi'-u- 
ville,  hoAA'eA’er,  retained  the  Angry  Serpent  and  his  brotlu-r. 
the  Little  v^un,  as  hostages,  and  also  ke})t  the  four  murdeivv'. 
who  noAV  rent  the  ]>rison  Avith  their  doleful  death-song"  aii'l 
loud  speeches  of  defiance,  railloux,  upon  arriving  aiU'-UL' 
the  Natchez,  found  them  assembled  in  council,  and  learned, 
with  pleasure,  that  they  Avere  satisfied  Avith  the  compact 
which  their  Chiefs  had  made  Avith  Bienville,  lie  seh  cted  an 
eminence,  near  the  Mississippi,  advantageously  situated  for  tin', 
purpose,  for  the  site  of  a tort.  In  the  meantime,  Licmile' 
liad  been  visited,  at  the  island,  by  nine  old  Natchez  nu-n. 
Avho  came  Avith  much  shoAv  of  solemnity,  and  invited  him  i * 

June  8 

smoko  the  }>ipe  of  jieace  Avith  them,  Avhich  he  now  no  lung*  r 

• * Histoirc  do  la  LouiHiano,  par  Charles  (tayarre,  vol.  1.  pj).  1 1 5-1 

Journal  Historifiuo  de  i'F.lahlisbcinont  dcs  l':aii(;ais  a la  I.,oiii"ianr.  ] 
Boriiard  de  la  Ilarpc,  j'p.  lla-lJif. 
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refused  to  do.  He  sent  tbcm  home  ’svitli  the  Little  Sun  and 
four  soldiers,  who  conveyed,  in  a large  canoe,  axes,  spades, 
pickaxes,  nails  and  other  irons,  to  construct  the  fort.  The 
next  day,  the  soldiers,  at  the  island,  struck  off  the  heads 
of  the  two  warriors.  Afterwards  Captain  Iticheboiirg  was 
obliged  to  depart  for  Mobile,  on  account  of  sickness,  A 
number  of  Canadian  voijageur?^  whom  Lienville  detained  at 
the  island,  while  on  their  way  from  tlie  Illinois  country,  with 
peltries  and  supplies  for  the  people  of  the  lower  part  of 
Louisiana,  now  that  the  difficulties  with  the  Xatchez  had 
ended,  were  permitted  to  proceed  down  the  Mississippi;  the 
royal  lieutenant  caused  them  to  take  with  them  the  two 
Chiefs,  whose  heads  he  ordered  to  be  struck  otf  twelve 
leagues  below,  wliicli  was  faithfully  executed. 

The  Xatchez,  dircc-ted  by  tlie  Fivnch  officer  and -assisted 
by  a few  soldiers,  labored  upon  the  fort  and  ditches  with 
great  assiduity,  and  soon  l.)rought  the  works  to  a state  of 
com})letion.  Ihenville  liad  ariived  a fcAV  days  before,  in 
Company  witli  the  Angry  Serpent,  whom  he  had  retained 
about  his  person  until  every  seeming  obstacle  was  overcome. 
Lefore  the  gate  of  the  fort,  six  hundred  Xatchez  warriors 
appeared,  unarmed,  an«l  joined  three  liundred  women  in  a 
dance  in  honor  of  Liemille;  afterward^  tlie  Chiefs  crossinl 
the  threshold  and  smok<‘d  the  pipe  of  peace  with  him.  Sucli 
Was  the  end  of  the  fust  Xatchez  war. 

Leaving  Vailh)ux  in  command  of  the  j»ost  at  Natclav, 
Lienville  descendeil  the  Mississippi,  aiid  sailtMl  to  Mobih*  \or 
tile  pur[)ose  of  reporting  to  Governor  Cadillac.  Here  he 
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CHAPTER  received  a packet  from  the  Marino  Council,  in  which  lu*  u 
ordered  by  the  King  of  France  to  govern  as  chief  of  t! 
colony,  until  L'Epinay,  the  successor  of  Cadillac, 
arrive.  He  was  thus  saved  the  disagTeeable  neces'^itv 
reporting  to  his  old  eiif^my,  who  had,  in  advance,  denou'.;,. 
his  conduct  to  the  Minister,  as  fraught  with  cruelty  an.l  i 
deepest  treachery  towards  the  Natchez  Chiefs.  We  are 
prepared  to  defend  Bienville  from  these  charges,  aliluiii. 
his  coui'se  was  a|»proved  by  the  government  and  by  all  t 
colonial  authorities,  with  the  exception  of  Cadillac  and  i 
junto. 

The  King  of  France,  acceding  to  the  request  of  Cr<  /. 
allowed  one  hundred  salt-makers  to  be  sent  annually 
Louisiana,  who,  after  laboring  there  for  three  yeai's,  vi-iv 
receive  land.  ILj  also  consented  to  send  thither  eight  o ■ 
})anies  of  soldiers,  with  permission  to  two,  out  ot  f.u 
company,  to  settle  in  the  country,  together  with  a hnndr. 
hospital  girls,  annually,  to  increase  the  colonial  poj»ul;U. 
The  King  refused  to  ado})t  the  suggestion  of  the  (.'iirat  - 1- 
Vente,  of  permitting  Frenchmen  to  marry  Indian  woinn  . 

For  the  payment  of  the  colonial  expeiises,  for  tin*  ■ 
1716,  now  nearlv  brought  to  a close,  I^uclos,  tin* 
missary-geuoral,  required  ol  the  I’rench  governiiu  nt  ; 
appropriation  of  the  following  amounts: 


A governor, 

GOOO  Ihrts. 

A commissary. 

GOOO  “ 

A royal  lieutenant,  - 

2000  “ 

An  adjutant,  - 

900  “ 
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Four  captains  of  companies, 
Four  lieutenants, 

Ensigns,  _ _ _ 

A secretary,  - - - 

A store-keeper, 

A surgeon,  . _ _ 

A chaplain,  - - . 

Incidental  expenses. 


4800  livres. 

CHAPTER 

3600 

u 

V. 

2400 

u 

1000 

u 

800 

u 

800 

a 

800 

u 

80,992 

u 

110,092  Uvrcs.^ 


* Histoire  de  la  Louisiane,  par  Charles  Gayarre,  vol.  1,  {)p.  ldS-152. 
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1717 

March  9 


CHAFn^:E  VI. 

THE  INDIA  OR  MISSISSIPPI  COMPANY. 

L’Epinay,  the  new  governor,  and  the  fourtli  wliich  had  been 
placed  over  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  Hubert,  the  new  com- 
missary-general, tliree  companies'  of  infantry  and  fifty  colo- 
nists, arrived  from  France,  on  bom-d  three  vessels,  which  L- 
loiiged  to  Crozat,  Among  the  colonists  were  Roi  Dubri'uil. 
Guennot,  Trefontaine  and  Idassy,  men  of  worth  and  intelli- 
gence, who  had  formed  themselves  into  an  association  to  settle 
some  portion  of  the  almost  boundless  country  of  Louisiana. 

To  prevent  the  struggle  for  power  which  had  never  failol 
to  display  itself  between  the  former  governors,  commissaric' 
and  otlicers  of  the  colony,  the  King  of  France,  by  written 
instructions,  defined  the  duties  of  each.  He  declareil  tliat 
all  military  regulations,  and  the  “dignity  of  command, ">houM 
pertain  to  the  governor  alone;  but  in  the  building  of  public 
houses  and  fortilications,  tlie  marching  of  expeditions,  and  lb*' 
means  of  raising  funds,  he  was  to  conti.-r  with  the  commis'aiy. 
whose  joint  viievs  were  to  be  presented  for  the  ratification  • t 
his  majesty.  'J’he  administration  of  the  funds,  provision'. 
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mercliandize  and  everything  wliicli  related  to  the  ware-houses 
was  confided  to  the  commit: sary,  who,  however,  could  nake 
no  bargain  or  sale  without  I’ae  consent  of  the  governor.  The 
administration  of  tlie  hospitals  was  also  confided  to  the  com- 
missary, with  the  saper\isioii  of  the  governor.  The  admin- 
istration of  justice  was  committed  to  the  commissary  in 
his  function  of  first  councillor  and  chief  judge.  The  afiiiirs 
of  the  police,  and  the  power  of  conferring  grants  of  land  were 
given  jointly  to  these  officc**s.  Letters  patent  established  a 
Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana,  the  meetings  of  which,  his 
majesty  authorized  to  be  held,  either  at  Fort  St.  Louis,  of 
Mobile,  or  upon  Dauphin  Island.  The  King  granted  to  Lien- 
ville,  for  his  numerous  services,  the  Island  of  Come,  not  as 
a fief,  but  in  villanage,  and  instructed  L’Epinay  to  present 
liim  with  the  cross  of  St.  Louis.  These  tnarks  of  fivur  did 
not  reconcile  Bienville,  wiio  considered  himself,  beyond  all 
others,  entitled  to  the  government  of  Louisiana.  Conse<[uent- 
ly  jealousies  ar.d  disputes  soon  created  a disagreeable  and  un- 
liappy  state  of  tilings,  arraying  the  friends  of  Bienville  on  one 
side,  and  those  of  the  governor  and  commissary,  on  the 
other.  As  Crozat  attempted  to  bribe  Cadillac,  in  ord<  r to  at- 
tain his  most  vigorous  and  successful  e.xertions  in  advancing 
his  commerce,  so,  for  the  same  end,  he  entered  into  a contract 
with  L’Ejtinav,  engaging  to  give  him  two  thousand  livres  a 
year,  and  divers  other  advantages.  The  great  monopoli>t  had 
de.signed  to  es^tablish  a large  contraband  trade,  with  tlie  Span- 
ish possessions,  if  he  could  not  carry  on  a legitimate  ont\  But, 
he  succeeded  in  neither,  and  ne.\t,  turnin'^  his  attention  to  a 
14 
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commerce  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  upon  the  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Tombigby  and  their  tributaries,  he  found  ,that  so 
far  from  being  remunerated,  he  had  to  encounter  the  heavie>t 
losses.  At  length,  aware  that  he  had  assumed  a burthen  Ik- 
yond  his  strength,  he  humbly  offered  to  return  to  the  Kin.: 
that  charter,  the  extensi'-e  privileges  of  which  he  had  one*- 
imagined  would  make  him  the  richest  man  in  the  world  I 
The  proj^osition  was  accepted,  and  the  Council  of  State  trans- 
mitted orders  to  L’Epinay  to  transfer  the  colonial  governnn  nt 
to  Bienville,  and  to  return  to  France.  The  gubernatorial  caiv.  r 
of  the  former  gentleman  was  of  short  duration,  and  remark- 
able for  nothing,  except  a proclamation,  in  which  he  forbade  the 
sale  of  brandy  to  the  Indians — at  that  period,  a very  unpopu- 
lar measure. 

During  the  live  years  of  the  existence  of  the  colony,  un<l'-r 
the  charter  of  Crozat,  commerce  and  agriculture  had  not  pro.— 
pered,  yet  the  population  had  slowly  increased,  and  n«>w 
numbered  about  seven  hundred  souls.  The  colonists,  abo. 
possessed  some  four  hundred  horned  cattle.  Ihe  inhabitant.' 
had  devoted  themselves  to  a trade  in  j^rovisions  and  Iinliaii 
slaves,  and  to  a commerce  with  the  S[ianiards,  who,  despite 
of  the  watchfulness  of  Cro/at’s  agents,  had  managed  to  carry 
off’,  annually,  about  twelve  thousand  piastres. 

Tlie  Marine  Cabinet  of  f ranco,  composed  ot  Do  Bourbon 
and  D'F'irees,  came  to  the  conclu:'ion,  that  as  the  onterpii-e 
which  ( 'ro/.at  had  assumed,  had  j'roved  itself  of  too  gigantio  a 
character  for  any  on»'.  man,  and  as  it  would  not  be  propor  l'*r 
the  King  to  take  charge  of  l.ouisiana,  and  ombarra.ss  him.'olt  lo 
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entering  into  its  thousand  cares  and  commercial  details,  it 
would  better  comport  witli  the  welfare  of  France  and  her 
colony,  to  turn  the  latter  over  to  the  management  of  an  asso- 
ciation of  men.  Accordingly,  the  Western  or  India  Company, 
with  a capital  of  one  hundred  tliousand  livres,  was  allowed  to 
take  the  unhappy  peo}»le  of  Louisiana  under  their  charge,  and 
to  expose  them,  once  more,  to  an  arbitrary  and  grinding  mo 
nopoly.  The  members  of  this  company  were  not  required 
to  be  solely  subjects  of  the  King  of  Fi-ance,  but  might  be  for- 
eigners. The  charter,  which  was  registered  in  the  Parliament, 
at  Paris,  gave  this  company  the  exclusive  privilege  of  carrying 
on  all  commerce  in  Louisiana,  for  the  long  period  of  twenty- 
five  years.  It  also  gave  them  the  exclusive  privilege,  ex- 
tending from  the  1st  January,  1718,  lo  the  31st  December, 
1742,  of  purchasing  beaver  skins  from  Canada — the  King 
reserving  the  right  of  regulating  their  price,  and  of  determin- 
ing the  quantity  to  be  sold.  The  company  possessed  the 
power  of  conferring  grants,  making  war  or  peace  with  tlie 
Indians,  establishing  forts,  levying  troops,  a]»pointing  govern- 
ors, or  other  officers  for  the  colony,  u])on  the  recommendation 
of  tlie  directoi-s  of  the  company  ; building  vessels  of  war,  cast- 
ing pieces  of  artillery,  and  of  nominating  the  inferior  judges, 
and  all  the  other  officers  of  justice,  the  King  reserving  to 
himself  onlv  the  right  of  ai)})ointing  the  members  of  the 
Suju’cme  Council. 

It  was  further  provide<l  by  the  charter  that  the  military 
officers  could  enter  into  the  service  of  the  com]>any  without 
losing  their  rank  in  the  army  or  navy,  but  they  were  not  allow- 
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ed  to  seize,  either  in  tlie  hands  of  tlie  directors,  or  in  those  cf 
its  cashier  or  its  agents,  the  effects,  shares,  or  profits'  of  ih- 
stochholders,  except  in  case  of  failure  or  open  bankruptcy  i,r 
death  of  said  stockholders.  The  merchandize  of  the  company 
was  to  be  free  from  all  charges  either  of  entry  or  de|)arti;rc, 
and  to  those  portions  of  the  territory  where  they  made  ] • : - 
manent  improvements,  the  company  was  to  have  duralil.- 
rights,  which  were  to  extend  also  to  the  mines,  which  tlnw 
might  discover  and  work.  The  only  thing  w hich  savored  "f 
liberality  towards  the  inhabitants,  was  their  exemyjtion  from 
taxation  during  the  existence  of  the  charter.  The  ecclesia>ti- 
cal  jurisdiction  was  still  to  form  a part  of  the  diocese  »>*' 
Quebec,  while  the  company  was  to  build  churches  and  i>ay 
the  clergy.  It  was  to  transport  to  the  colony,  during  the 
term  of  its  charter,  six  thousand  whites,  and  three  thousmni 
negroes;  but  it  was  prohibited  from  sending  negroes  or 
whites  to  the  other  French  colonies,  without  the  permission 
of  the  Governor  of  Louisiana.  The  directors  were  to  be 
appointed  by  the  King,  for  the  first  two  years,  and  aftor- 
w’ards  they  were  to  be  elected  every  three  years,  by  tic- 
stockholders,  each  of  whom  had  a vote  for  every  fifty  shar.->. 
In  short,  the  India  Company  was  granted  all  maniu-r  ot 
pow'ers  and  }*ri\  ileges. 

A celebrated  Scotchman,  named  Law  , who  was  now  director 
of  the  Hank  of  France;  D’ArtagucUe,  receiver-general  of  tho 
finances  of  Audi  ; lUiche,  rect-iver  of  those  of  Lochelle;  Mo- 
reau, coinineivial  d'.'pufy  of  the  city  ot  St.  Mah);  Fi'-u. 
dejiuty  of  the  city  of  Xantes;  and  Costaignos  and  Maiichaid, 
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merchauts  of  Roohellfi — were  nominated  by  iLo  King  of 
France  as  the  first  director-;  for  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  under 
the  new  charter.  The  company  then  sent  over  three  compa- 
nies of  infantry,  and  si.vty-nine  colonists.  The  three  vessels, 
which  bore  them,  cviived  at  Daiiphin  Island,  and  the  inliabi- 
tants  were  revived  with  pleasing  anticipations  of  better  times^ 
e.specially  as  the  great  and  good  Bienville,  whom  they  almost 
idolized,  was  made  governor,  with  a salary  of  six  thousand 
livres.  lie,  who  had  been  twenty  years  in  this  wild  and  in- 
hospitable country,  and  wdio,  amidst  the  deepest  gloom  and 
the  greatest  sufleihig  of  the  colonists,  liad  never  once  left 
them,  but  had  sustained  them  with  his  fearless  spirit,  mighty 
arm  and  benevolent  lie.art, — w’as  eminently  deseiw  ing  the  high 
post  to  which  he  was  now'  elevated.  The  fii-st  thing  he  did 
was  to  seek  a suitable  place  for  the  location  of  the  principal 
settlement  of  the  colony,  lie  selected  the  site  of  Xew-Oi-leans, 
which  had  long  been  a favorite  }>oint  with  him,  as  we  liave 
seen.  lie  proceeded  there  with  fifty  })ersons,  carpentei’s  and 
galley-slaves,  whom  he  set  to  work  to  clear  away  the  woods 
and  erect  houses.  He  next  sent  a detachment  of  fifty  soldiers, 
under  Chateaugnr,  to  build  a fort  u|)on  the  bay  of  St.  Josepli, 
situated  between  Pensacola  and  St.  Marks, — which  being 
completed,  De  Gou.sy  was  left  there  in  command.  From  him, 
Captain  Boka,  a Spaniard,  induced  twenty-five  soldiei’s  to 
desert  and  fiec  to  St.  Augustine.  Tlio  post  of  St.  .Joseph  was 
soon  abandoned  by  the  French,  who  had  no  right  to  settle 
any  part  of  Florida,  and  it  was  immediately  occupied  by  the 
8])aniards. 


CHAPTER 

VI. 


1718 

February  9 


.March 


q/A  AKASAJA  y.1  auT 


«3CT<?>jio  to  -^.uH  jpJf  yJ  lY:t«(fio»o/r  1o  AJu«ifrn»frt 


i?ita  .wtnm:aH,l 'to  7tttri,Ar>  'uSi  :‘yc4^ntU  SatB-Otfi 

osmit  i^?o  Motimh  woa  odl 


,f  ■!,.■ 


i^n 


V'«?4V.,^.  ‘fi-  r * ‘ ' » •»  • . . V'- 

*4k  i^bijubofitau  la.v  Ji  him  ^r.LnoI"i  to  Jiptj  71 


1=.. 


i>^rms^  yfnodt  tloirfw  ^ 

piii  iTioii  ^/  itC‘C.^3  him  r^dJ  <n.  '(llumqi^s 

tidm^uxMU  KIM  \i  7;jf.!<i>  H'  tJiti ' o%iif  .s«7/  ,bi*xt!o£>i 

ofit  -ill;  :<!  vsmmi  (>«il  oHw  ,7fJ  .^77/;! 

him  ,ouv/  bfiu  dM«Jiq«od 

’TaI  b,:i,!  9ni  to  oiil 

-(Uh^Ku  'Yiiii^t  'hi  iiJi7  niorij4.»)ni«J^,rfS  Imil  W ,mdtli 

7»ft  ^ni/'iMA-rb  vji^»jnrfi7  >il;Y^--~r.rir/Yjr  bflA  fftlA 

hih  itfi  ^nhfj  -fiT  J;oi#i/ob  v;on  r./?  od  (foid/jr  oJ  iacxf 
h:fl(  .ihq  ■wiu:‘hd  adl  1.0I  r>orJ»|  Ykf.diuvi  io*>«  o*  eow  . 

iO-vrc* /I  t'j  Ylj/'i  >^it  Uj)-yJ-ia  0}  1 ..7«ofo7  04U  to  JOYm^UJoa 
ovi:d  ;;//  te4i  ,mid  dll*. 7 .JfMO.j  yln-ivi/t  4;  iiockJ  ^iuol  hfid  iioiilw 
i»nii  ,»sno*i'nj  i()th  dicw  i)  >f)Y7t>oi(|  oil  .iiooa 

ab'Kjv  odf  ’^itwA  A.ab  r } i-<,:w/ ol  :v;  od  fnod<v  (di/igi 

,»ri  hhio-fi  v/di  to  t«§ind'>M7h  oll  .mwoii  JO‘no  l>u* 

^d.fj7^oT.  Jpx  io  7^«<i  <>ijJ  u -/^cf  jiot  r;  Idimt  oJ  ,hiT^r/coJml^  i--i>tiiJ, 
^niod  inidw — ^Apilf.  jB  in7«  i:lo7ii>ii‘/{  imwj</d 
,mf4  oioi'''!  .i>fliuiui!./»  fii  fYjYtii  Jtol  e«v/  ’(woO  y(  I ^TJ.olqaioJ) 
oJ  ,|rr*>(l>h>R  vrj  iaowhiii  « ^jfoil  fM'<Ut|«0 

*■117'^  .iJ^i  kl  7<n  .Oiji](ey)/(l/>,  J^  4>J  yofi  hn>*.  Jioaof) 

oi  4d^‘h  Ofl  jh^il.odv/  -Hp  hiHiuhatnh  noo« 

vnic 


. \ ■' 


246 


THE  FRENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


CHAPTER 

VI. 


1718 

April  28 


August  25 


In  the  vessels  which  arrived  on  the  9th  of  Februarv,  came 
Major  Boisbriant,  who  had  paid  a visit  to  France,  and  who  wiu< 
now  coriiniissioned  a royal  lieutenant,  with  a salary  of  three 
thousand  livres.  D'lliibert  was  retained  as  coramissarv-2fon- 
eral  with  a salary  of  five  thousand  livres.  These  vessels  were 
succeeded  by  another,  having  on  board  sixty  passengers  for 
the  grant  belonging  to  l^aris  Duvernet,  which  embraced  tlie 
old  Indian  village  of  Pascagoula,  where  they  were  presently 
located.  Three  more  ships  arrived  at  Dauphin  Island,  which 
brought  out  Richebourg,  now  Chevalier  of  the  order  of  St. 
Louis;  Grandval,  intended  to  act  as  major  of  Mobile  ; Lieu- 
tenants Noyau  and  Meleque,  and  Daniel,  major  of  New-t>r- 
leans.  At  the  same  time  there  arrived  forty  commissioners, 
with  Le  Gac,  sub-director ; seventy  persons  for  the  grant  of 
IToussays,  and  sixty  fur  that  of  La  Ilarpe. 

It  was  wisely  determined  to  encourage  agriculture,  a.s  the 
best  means  of  increasing  the  wealth  and  importance  of  Louisi- 
ana ; and  for  that  pur]»ose,  extensive  grants  of  land  were  made 
to  the  richest  and  most  powerful  persons  of  the  kingdom  of 
France.  ’ Four  leagues  square  wore  ceded  to  the  Scotch  tinau- 
cier.  Law,  on  the  Arkansas  river,  where  he  was  to  settle  fifteen 
hundred  Germans,  whom  he  was  to  protect  by  a small  body 
of  cavalry  and  infantry.  ' The  other  pei'sons  to  whom  grants 
were  made,  likewise  bound  themselves  to  furnish  a certain 
number  of  emigrants.  But  the  experiment  did  not  succeed. 
These  great  })roprietors  did  send  to  Louisiana  a few  coloni'ts, 
but  a majority  of  them  fell  \ictims  to  the  climate,  and  tln-'C 
who  survived  did  not  devote  tliemselves  to  any  useful  occuj'a- 
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tion.  Among  the  grants  were  several  upon  the  Yazoo  river, 
near  Natchez,  upon  Red  river,  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  at  other 
points  upon  the  Mississippi  river.  Failing  in  the  scheme  to 
make  the  colony  an  agricultural  country,  by  the  importation 
of  Colonists  who  were  to  have  settled  upon  these  grants,  the 
compaiiv  next  turned  its  attention  to  slavery,  as  a means  of 
effecting  that  which  was  so  much  desired."^ 

The  following  regulation  of  the  c<nn|  any  fixed  the  price 
the  Colonists  were  to  j-ay  for  the  negroes,  which  tliey  im- 
ported from  Africa:  “The  company  considers  every  ingro 
of  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  over,  without  bodily  d..thct, 
also  every  negress  from  fifteen  to  thirty  years  of  age,  ;ls  wortli 
‘piece  dTnde.’f 

Three  little  negroes,  from  eight  to  ten  yeai-s  old,  arc  valued 
at  two  of  the  same  coins. 

Two  negro  children,  over  t(‘ii  years  of  age,  are  valued  at 
one  ‘pi(  ce  dTnde.’ 

One  year’s  credit  will  he.  given  to  the  old  inhabitants  for 
half  the  price.  The  other  half  must  be  paid  imnu diately. 

Those  colonists  wiio  have  bj.en  settled  here  two  peal’s  arc 
called  old  inhabitants. 

The  now  setth  rs  shall  be  entitled  to  one  and  two  years 
cn  dit.” 

Ill  a despatch  to  tin'  MimTt(  r,  Bienville  complained  that 

* Hi^toire  he  la  L'aii.'iiauf,  p;.r  Ctiarlcs  Cayarre,  vol.  1,  jiii.  1 1-- 
Juunial  lii^toiiii'ie  he  I'  LtahlisM'iiU’iit  ties  Fiant,ai.-<  a ia  Louitiaiu*,  par 
Bcniarh  he  la  llaipe.  pp-  l.'H-l  It. 

tP  •ece  d’liihe  was  <JGh  hvres. 
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the  colonists  recently  sent  to  Louisiana,  were  not  the  kind 
desirable ; that  among  them  were  to  be  found  scarcely  any 
carpenters  or  laborers,  “ notwithstanding  laboring  peoj)le  em- 
ploy ed  in  the  country  are  paid  ten  or  fifteen  livres  per  day, 
which  delays  improvement  and  causes  great  expense  to  the 
company.” 

Two  vessels  anaved  from  the  mother  country,  and  brought 
the  startling  intelligence  that  Spain  and  France  had  gone  to 
war  with  each  other.  A council,  composed  of  Bienville. 
D’Hubert,  Larchebaultand  Le  Gac,  determined  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  immediately  possessing  the  important  post  of  IVnsa- 
cola.  None  of  the  military  officers  were  consulted  in  this 
movement,  as  they  should  have  been,  especially  upon  the 
plan  of  attack.  Bienville  assembled,  at  Mobile,  some  Cana- 
dians and  four  hundred  Indians.  Ilis  brother,  Serigny, 
sailed  from  Daujdiin  Island,  with  three  men-of-war,  on  boarfi 
of  which  he  had  embarked  one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers. 
Bienville  embarked  in  a slooj),  with  twenty  men,  made  th*’ 
mouth  of  the  Perdido,  and  went  up  that  river  to  meet  the 
Canadians  and  Indians,  whom  he  had  instructed  to  march 
across  the  country  fiom  Mobile,  and  whom  he  found  alivafiy 
at  the  j)lace  of  rendez\ous.  Placing  himself  at  their  In  a h 
he  marched  to  Pensacola.  In  the  meantime,  the  fleet  .>iood 
before  that  | laje,  and  at  four  o’clock,  in  the  evening,  Go\nr- 
nor  Matamora  surrendered  to  the  French,  when  he  t'nm<i 
that  he  was  invested  both  by  sea  and  hand.  According  t.* 
the  terms  of  the  cajtitulation,  Bienville  embarkt'd  the  Spanid; 
garrison  on  board  two  of  the  men-of-war,  with  directi*>ns  to 
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convey  them  safely  io  Havana.  ArriHng  at  that  place,  the 
governor  of  Cuba  ordered  ail  the  French  forces  to  be  landed 
and  imprisoned,  seized  the  two  mcn-of-^\ar,  manned  them 
with  sailoi-s  and  soldiers,  and  sent  them  back  to  attack 
Pensacola.  This  was  a most  shameful  disregard  of  the 
terms  of  the  capitulation.  The  Spanish  fleet,  comprising  the 
two  French  vessels  and  a Spanish  man-of-war,  with  nine 
brifratines  and  eiu'hteen  hundred  men,  invested  Pensacola,  and 
the  next  day  made  tlieir  attack.  Bienville  had  retuined  to 
Mobile,  and  had  left  his  brother,  Chateaugnc,  in  command. 
Seeing  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  fifty  soldiei-s  deserted 
from  the  fort  and  joined  the  Spaniards,  which  forced  Chat- 
eaugnc  to  cajiitulate.  lie  'uas  allowed  to  march  out  of  the 
fort,  with  the  honors  of  war  and  to  be  carried  to  old  Sjiain. 
The  store  ship  Dauphin  was  accidentally  destroyed  by  tire, 
and  the  St.  Louis  was  captured  by  the  Spaniards.  The 
commander  of  the  Spanish  squadron  next  turned  his  eyes  to 
Dauphin  Island,  and  presently  sent  thither  two  well  manned 
brigantines.  To  the  captain  of  the  French  ship,  ]'hil!ip])C, 
which  lay  at  anchor  at  pauphin  Island,  he  sent  a summons 
to  surrender,  but  the  caiflain  referred  the  messenger  to 
Serigny,  who  commanded  the  fort ; the  latter  decfined  to 
surrender  the  island.  During  the  night  the  two  brigantines 
entered  the  bay  of  Mol>ile,  and  half  way  between  Dauphin 
Isjand  and  the  town  of  Mobile,  landed  thirty-five  men  to 
burn  and  tdunder  the  inhabitants.  While  they  wore  here 
destroving  the  improvements  of  a settlor,  they  were  sinldcidy 
attacked  by  a detachment  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  whom 
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Bienville  luid  Inusteucd  to  send  ftom  Mobile,  to  support  bis 
brother,  Serigny.  Fove  Spaniards  were  slain,  whose  scal]>s 
the  Indians  immediately  secured;  six  were  drowned  in  tin- 
endeavour  to  reach  the  bi'igantines,  while  eighteen  wc-r<* 
made  prisoners ; among  tlie  latter  were  some  of  the  Fiem-ii 
soldiers,  who  had  deserted  from  Chateaugir,  and  who  woo: 
now  promjitly  belieaded  for  their  treason. Two  days  aft'-r- 
wards  the  remainder  of  tJie  Spanish  squadron  stood  befoiv 
Dauphin  Island,  and  continued  for  four  days  to  cannonade 
the  riiilippe  and  the  town.  Serigny,  with  one  hundred  and 
sixty  soldiers  and  two  hundred  Indians,  aided  by  the  gallant 
officei*s  and  men  of  the  Idhlippi',  which  was  anchored  within 
pistol  shot  of  the  fort,  succeeded  in  rc'pulsing  the  Spaniards, 
who  su-tained  considerable  loss.  The  ships  of  the  enemy 
then  set  sail  for  Bensaeola. 

Three  ships  of  the  French  line,  under  tlie  command  of 
Champme.'>lin,  convoking  two  of  the  company's  slii[)s,  arriud 
off’  Dauphin  Bland,  direct  from  Franco.  The  two  Spanish 
brigantines,  w hich  were  cruising  in  the  bay,  between  this 
island  and  Mobile,  escaped  to  sea  and  sailed  to  I’ensacola,  as 
soon  as  the  Fn'uch  heet  was  discovered.  Bienville  and  Serigny 
repaired^  on  board  of  the  ship  of  C'hamjmedin,  where  was 
presentl}'  convened  a council,  composed  of  all  the  sea  captain^ 

* La  Ilarpe  states  (paL^e  !.).>,)  that  ( i!^htfe!i  P'reiu  li  cle.-erlors.  who 
were  niade  pri.'Uiu'rs,  were  hound  hy  the  Iiulian.s  and  eariiid  to  l ien- 
ville,  at  .Mobile,  who  eaieed  ,>;eve  itre.i  ol  them  to  he  dei  apitated,  am! 
tliat  tile  ntnilninj,^  one  wa.s  h.ni}^  oii  Danpliin  Island. 
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in  port,  who  clecidod  to  captui’e  the  Spanish  squadron  and  to 
take  the  Fort  of  Pensacola.  Time  was  allowed  the  vessels  to 
discharge  their  freight  and  to  take  in  wood  and  water,  and 
P)ienville  to  assemble  the  savages  and  prepare  them  for  the 
expedition.  When  ail  things  were  ready,  the  Pliilip|>e  and 
the  Union,  vessels  belonging  to  the  company,  were  joined  to 
the  squadron,  tog'-'ther  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  new 
troops,  lately  ari'ived,  while  Pienville,  with  the  soldiers  and 
volunteers,  sailed  in  slooj»s  to  the  river  I’erdido,  where  he  wtis 
joined  1)V  five  hundred  Indians,  under  the  command  of  l^an- 
gueville,  who  had  marched  with  them  from  Mobile.  From 
this  point  Pienville  sent  a detachment  of  French  and  Indians 
to  invest  the  principal  fort  at  I’ensacola,  to  prevent  all  egress 
from  it,  and  to  harrass  the  enemy  as  much  as  jios.sible.  In 
the  meantime.  Ohanquneslin  entered  the  harbor  of  Pensacola, 
and,  after  a eontliet  of  two  hours  duration,  cajituivd  four  .ships 
and  six  brigantines,  which  were  anchored  before  St.  Posa,  and 
reduced  tlie  small  fort,  situated  at  the  point  of  that  island. 
Pienville,  having  marched  aeross  the  country  from  the  Ptudido, 
liad  advanced  in  the  rear  of  the  town  with  his  whole  force, 
lie  made  a resolute  attack  upon  the  foi  t,  whkdi  was  surren- 
dered two  hours  after  the  victory  at  St.  Rosa's  Island.  The 
Indians  fought  with  great  courage,  often  attenqtting  to  ])ull  up 
the  palisades  of  the  fort.  The  jdunder  was  dividral  among 
them,  but  they  were  ]>rohibited,  by  Pienville,  from  taking  any 
.scalps.  The  pillage  being  ended,  Champmeslin  n'turnf  1 the 
sw(")rd  which  Uon  .Vlphon/.o,  commander  ot  the  Spanish  licet, 
liad  presented  to  him  i\.s  his  conqueror,  assuring  Ifm  that  lie 
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was  worthy  of  wearino;  it.  But  Matamora,  the  governor  of 
Pensacola,  who  had  acted  with  so  much  perfidy  towards  the 
French  victors  who  conveyed  him  to  Havana,  was  suffered  to 
be  disarmed  by  a common  sailor,  and  was  severely  reproached 
for  his  conduct.  The  loss  of  the  French  in  those  engacremeTits 
was  only  si.x  men ; that  of  the  Spaniards  was  much  greater. 
Champmeslin  despatched  the  St.  Louis,  one  of  the  Spanish 
vessels,  to  Havana,  with  three  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  pris- 
oners. The  commander  was  instructed  to  demand  an  exchange 
of  the  French  pnsonei*s,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Chateaugn-^, 
who  had  not  been  carried  to  Spain,  according  to  the  capitula- 
tion, but  had  been  closely  confined  in  Moro  Castle. 

A Spanish  brigantine  from  Havana,  laden  with  corn  flour, 
and  brandy  for  the  garrison,  entered  the  bay  of  Pensacola, 
supposing  the  fleet  to  belong  to  Spain,  into  whose  hands,  it 
was  now'  believed,  the  whole  of  Louisiana  had  fallen,  and  was 
immediately  captured  by  the  French  squadron.  On  the  same 
day,  forty-seven  French  deserters  were  tried,  twelve  of  whom 
were  hung  at  the  yard-arms  of  the  Count  de  Toulouse,  and 
the  ronniindcr  condemned  to  serve  the  company  as  galLy- 
slaves.  Thus  ended  the  ex})cdition  against  Pensacola,  the 
command  of  which  was  given  to  DeLisle,  a lieutenant  of  the 


navy. 

Since  the  commencement  of  this  year,  vessels  from  Franc«‘ 
had  constantly  brought  over  to  Louisiana  liberal  supplies  <>l 
])ro\isions,  merchandise,  and  not  unfrecjuently  dislingni-'hed 
persons  and  emigrants,  thus  achlingto  the  number  and  gi\ini 
character  to  her  population,  and  causing  her  slow  ly  to  emtT_*' 
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from  the  supineness  and  insignificance  of  former  times.  For 
this  reason,  and  also  on  account  of  the  war  with  Spain,  it 
became  necessary  to  re-organize  the  colonial  government  in 
several  respects.  A royal  ordinance  decreed  that  a Supreme 
Council  should  be  composed  of  those  directors  who  were  resi- 
dents in  the  colony,  the  governor,  the  two  royal  lieutenants, 
four  councillors,  an  attorney -general,  and  a secretary.  Three 
membei-s  for  civil  afiairs,  and  five  for  criminal  Ceases,  could 
constitute  a quorum.  Its  jurisdiction  was  to  be  the  highest 
in  the  colony,  and  its  sessions  were  to  be  monthly.  The 
former  council  had  been  the  only  tribunal  in  the  colony,  but 
now  it  was  decided  to  establish  inferior  courts,  of  which  the 
directors  of  the  comj  any,  or  their  agents,  were  to  be  judges, 
in  the  places  where  they  resid<  d.  These,  with  two  resj)ectable 
citizens  of  the  neighborhood,  were  to  have  cognizance  of  civil 
busine.ss.  They  were  required,  in  ciiminal  cases,  to  add  four 
more  citizens  to  tlieir  number.  An  appeal  from  their  di  cirions 
could  be  had  to  the  Sujireme  Council, — the  members  of  which 
were  not  allowed  to  charge  for  their  final  opinion.s. 

Dienville,  tiie  governor,  D’ilubert,  commissary -general  and 
first  councillor,  I’oisbriant  and  Chateaugne,  royal  lieutenants, 
h’Archambault,  Villardo  and  Legas,  other  councillors,  Cartier 
de  Eaune,  the  attorney  general,  and  Couture,  secretary,  com- 
posed the  first  Supreme  Council,  which  met  under  the  au'ipi- 
ces  of  the  Western  or  India  Company.  Although  the  go\er- 
nor  occupied  the  j»lace  of  honor  in  tliis  body,  DTIubort,  the  tii>t 
councillor,  was  the  real  president,  who  took  the  vote,  juo- 
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CHAPTER  uoiinopJ  jiiclgment,  affixed  the  public  seals,  and  filled  tin.- 
station  of  chief  judge. 

1719  Bienville  ’vas  op['osed  in  his  long  cherished  desire  of  re- 
moving the  government  to  the  site  of  New-Oi  leans,  by  l>*ilu- 
bert  and  the  Directors,  who  dreaded  the  inundations  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  who  contended  that  the  colony  was  not  in  a 
situation  lo  oppose  levees  to  the  floods  at  that  point.  D’llubert 
suggested  the  location  of  Natchez;  but  as  he  owned  large 
grants  there,  his  motives  were  suspected.  It  was  decided  to 
adopt  the  views  of  L’xVrchambault,  Villaido  and  Legas,  who 
inclined  more  towards  commerce  than  agriculture,  and  who 
recommended  that  a new  establishment  should  be  formed  ea>t 
of  the  bay  of  Biloxi,  which  should  be  called  New  Biloxi.  A 
detachment  was  sent  there  to  build  barracks  and  liousc-s. 

The  cultivation  of  rice,  indigo  and  tol>acco  had  already 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  colonists  to  some  extent,  wh<) 
found  the  lands  extremely  productive  for  those  [u-otitabh* 
plants.  But  the  climate  was  too  warm  and  unhealthy  fi»r 
European  labor,*  and  hence  one  thousand  of  the  Children  of 
the  Sun,  from  Africa,  had  been  introduced  into  the  coktny. 
and  froin  that  moment  l.ouisiana  began  to  prospt  r.  lint 
manv  things  yet  impeded  its  ad\anc»'ment.  Among  other 
imj)( <limonts,  the  coiujiauv,  to  secure  the  exclusi\(‘  ceiin- 
Novembtr  16  merce  of  Louisiana,  issued  an  edict  forluditig  any  ve>sD  to 
enter  the  colony  under  penalty  of  confiscation.  This  w;i' 
followed  Uj)  by  a proclamation,  regulating  the  price  of  nn  r- 
chandize,  which  the  coloni'ts  were  compelled  to  buy  at  th<- 
compamy’s  ware-houses,  and  tioichere  cl.se.  It  also  arbitral  ny 
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fixed  the  price  which  the  colonists  were  to  receive  for  their 
products,  skins,  and  for  every  thing  which  they  had  for  sale.^" 
Gayarre  says — “At  the  present  day,  we  can  hardlv  discover 
how  tlie  whites,  whom  the  company  transported  from  Eu- 
rope, differed  from  the  blacks,  who  were  bought  from  Africa^ 
at  least  as  to  their  relation  to  the  company  ; for  these  two 
classes  of  men  belonged  both  to  one  master — the  all-pow- 
erful company  I” 

The  Royal  Squadron  intended  to  protect  the  commerce  of 
Louisiana,  arrived  with  two  hundred  and  thirty  pa'^sengors, 
among  whom  were  several  girls,  and  a considerable  (piantity 
of  provisions  and  merchandize.  Several  months  elapsed 
when  two  vessels  of  the  Royal  Navy  bore  the  intelligence, 
that  a treaty  of  peace  had  been  concluded  with  Spain. 
These  were  succeeded  by  three  other  vessels  of  war,  which 
anchored  at  Dauphin  Island,  and  which  brought  with  them  a 
contagious  malady,  contracted  at  St.  Domingo,  which  killed 
many  of  the  crew,  and  tilled  their  bodies,  as  it  was  ascertained 
by  post  mortem  examination,  with  liorrible  worms  ! At  the 
same  time,  the  ship  Hercules  came  with  one  hundred  and 
tw'enty  negroes  from  Guinea,  and  a brigantine  from  Havana, 

* Goods  were  to  be  obtained  in  the  company’s  stores  at  Mobile, 
Dauphin  Llaml,  and  Pensacola.  To  these  prices,  an  advance  o!  five 
per  cent,  wa.s  to  be  added  on  goods  delivered  at  New-Oileans,  ten  at 
Natchez,  thirteen  at  the  Yazoos,  twenty  at  Natehitoclu-s,  and  fifty  at  the 
Illinois  and  on  the  .Missouri.  The  produce  of  the  country  wa.s  to  he 
received  in  the  company’s  ware-houses  in  New'-Orleans,  Ihlo.xi,  Ship 
Island  and  Mobile. — Martin’.s  Loni.siana,  vol.  1,  pp.  218-219. 


CHAPTER 

VI. 


1720 

Ftbruary  28 

JuneS 
July  1 


256 


THE  FRENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


CHAPTER  arrived  at  Mobile  with  Chateaiigne  and  others,  ^vllo  had  been 
made  prisoners  at  Pensacola,  and  who  were  now  released  in 
pursuance  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

So  long  as  the  French  colony  of  Louisiana  remained  in  a 

feeble  and  thriftless  condition,  the  English  of  Carolina  v,\.re 

content  only  to  annoy  it  occasionally ; but  now  that  it  gave 

signs  of  durable  vitality,  under  the  auspices  of  a powerful 

company,  they  began  to  oppose  it  with  the  fiercest  hostilltv. 

Rivalry  in  trade,  together  with  national  jealousy,  fomented 

quarrels,  and  caused  blood  to  flow  between  the  Coureur>s  di 

hois  and  the  English.  The  French  traders  also  met  the 

latter  in  all  parts  of  the  Indian  nations,  within  the  limits 

of  the  present  states  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  ITieli 

contended  for  the  patronage  of  the  savages,  and  each  ende\‘iv- 

ored  to  expell  the  other  from  those  situations,  where  they 

had  established  themselves.  The  Carolina  traelers,  many  »-f 

whom  had  quartered  themselves  in  the  Chickasaw  towns 

arrayed  that  tribe  in  war  against  the  French,  and  they 

committed  the  first  act  of  hostility,  by  the  murder  of  Serigny. 

a French  officer,  whom  Pienville  had  posted  among  thfin  t<> 

cultivate  their  friendriiip.  This  war  greatly'  embairas>vd 

Bienville,  who,  with  difiiculty,  brought  to  his  assistance  the 

1720  larger  body  of  the  Choctaws.  At  this  time,  the  forces  of  the 
July  * ... 

colony'  had  been  augmented ' to  twenty  companies,  ot  ntiy 

men  each,  who  were  required  to  defend  the  pro\iiu-e  ol 

Ix>uisiana,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  scattered  from  I '-rt 

Toulouse,  uj)on  the  Coosa,  to  La  Ilarpe'.^  station,  upon  led 

The  Alabamas  could  barely  be  kt'pt  neutral,  for  th<  y 
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complained  that  their  peltries  brought  lower  prices  at  the 
French  ports,  than  at  those  of  the  English,  and  that  the 
goods  which  they  received  for  them,  were  also  held  at  a 
dearer  rate. 

Vessels  with  emigrants  and  provisions,  continued  to  cast 
their  anchors  upon  tlie  sands  of  Mobile  Bay.  A store  ship 
brought  out  two  hundred  and  sixty  persons  for  the  grant  of 
St.  Catherine,  in  the  vicinity  of  Natchez.  xVnother  arrived 
at  Ship  Island  with  two  hundred  and  forty  emigrants,  for  the 
grant  of  Louvre,  and  was  succeeded  by  still  another,  on  board 
of  which  was  de  L’^'hine,  new  director-general,  with  a salary  of 
five  thousand  livres,  together  with  other  vessels  laden  ^^ith 
piwisious,  laborei-s  and  merchandize. 

In  the  meantime,  the  public  Inmses  had  been  completed  at 
New  Biloxi,  and  thither  the  government  of  Louisiana  was, 
unwisely,  transferred.  It  had  remained  at  old  and  now 
Mobile,  since  January,  1702,  but  during  this  trying  pcrio<l, 
of  eio'hteen  years,  the  governors  occasionally  resided  at  1 hui- 
phin  Island. 

A yessel,  belonging  to  the  company,  furled  her  sails  in  the 
splendid  bay  of  Mobile,  and  disembarked  three  hundred 
colonists,  for  the  grant  of  Madame  Chauinont,  at  Pascagoula, 
whom  the  colonial  government  soon  placed  there,  but  whom 
they  forbade  to  ent<  r into  any  branch  of  trade,  such  as  that 
which  would  result  from  the  culture  of  hemp,  flax,  and  the 
vine,  or  which  wouM  compete  with  the  commerce  of  the 
company.  A shij)  arrived  with  twenty-tive  girls,  taken  fnun 
a house  of  correction,  in  Paris,  called  the  Salti»('tri<  re.  '1  hey 
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had  Dcen  sent  over  in  consequence  of  the  gi'cat  coiiqilaiiit^ 
made  to  ihe  Minister,  by  \arious  officers  of  the  colonv,  oti 
account  or  the  want  of  wives,  and  they  had  been  coiffid<‘d.  by 
the  directors  in  France,  to  sister  Gertrude,  and,  under  h-  r. 
lo  sisters  Louise  and  liero-ere,  who  were  authorised  to  coiulu. ! 
to  Louisiana,  “such  girls  as  were  willing  to  go  thither  ai.-l 
remain  under  the  care  of  sister  Gertrude,  until  they  >hali 
marry,  which  they  must  not  do  without  her  consent.’’  Tl,<> 
directors  or  the  ^Minister  in  sending  these  prostitutes  t-. 
Mobile,  wheie  they  soon  took  up  their  abode,  did  not  ;ut 
consistently  with  a previous  ordinance,  which  they  h.t'i 
passed,  that  “hereafter,  no  more  vagabonds  shall  be  sent  to 
Louisiana,  but  that  any  French  and  foreign  families  ai.'i 
laborers  n.iglit  go.”  Much  contention  now  arose  between  th. 
stockholders  and  the  directors.  The  latter  were  ro}>roaolu.<l 
for  their  enonno\is  outlays,  and  for  the  appointment  of  p<  r- 
sons  to  govern  the  colonies,  who  appeared  to  have  tle  ir 
exclusive  interest  to  subserve ; and  Jhenville  was  written  i". 
and  informed  that  the  Regent  complained  that  his  servio- 
were  not  effectual.  But  to  arouse  all  his  exertions,  the  sanv 
letter  promised  the  governor  the  rank  of  Ihigadier,  with  tli-- 
ribbon  of  St.  Louis,  if  his  futim*  conduct  should  merit  them. 
The  Africaine,  a ship  of  var,  arrived  at  Mobile,  ^^ith  *»i;e 
hundred  and  twenty  negroes,  out  of  the  nuinlxu'  of  In'"* 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  who  had  embarked  at  Guinea.  She 
was  succeeded  by  the  Maire,  with  three  hundred  ami  tlnrty- 
eight  more,  who  were,  for  the  present,  all  ([uarteo'd  at 
Mobile,  and  where  they  remained  in  a ^tate  bordering  upmi 
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starvation,  from  tlie  famine  which  now  universally  prevailed  chapter 
in  the  colony.  The  Xeride  also  came  with  two  hundred  and  vi. 
thirty-eight  Africans,  the  remainder  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty,  who  sailed  from  Angola.  She  had  put  to  sea,  with  the 
frigate  Charles,  laden  with  negroes,  which  took  fire  and  was 
consumed,  more  than  sixty  leagues  from  land,  a large  major- 
ity of  her  crew  perishing  in  the  flames.  The  whites  escaped 
ill  the  boats,  with  a few  of  the  Africans,  but  tossed  for  many 
days  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  and  suffering  for  subsistance, 
the  unhap|)y  negroes  were  killed,  one  after  another,  for  food ! 

The  present  population  of  France  are  ahoUtio'iisfs,  and  de- 
nounce the  Southern  States  for  -their  mild  and  beneficial 
system  of  domestic  slavery,  and  yet  their  ancestors,  in  the 
manner  we  have  described,  put  these  slaves  into  our  possession. 

So  did  England  with  her  men-of-war,  at  the  same  period, 
plant  her  American  colonies  with  slaves,  also  captured  in 
Africa.  The  I’uritan  fathers  of  New  England  received  them, 
paid  for  them,  put  them  to  hard  labor,  sold  and  re-sold 
them  for  many  years,  and  yet  their  descendants  profess  to  l,»e 
shocked,  at  the  sight  of  a Southern  slaveholder,  and  denounce 
Southern  slaverv  as  a ‘•damning  sin  before  God!” 

With  two  hundred  German  emigrant-^,  who  were  sent  over 
to  occupy  the  grant  of  Law  upon  the  Arkansas  river,  came 
also  a woman,  whose  ad\‘aiturfs  in  Europe  and  America  arc 
related  in  the  histories  of  that  period.  She  was  believed  to  be 
die  wife  of  the  Czarowitz  Alexis  Fetrowitz,  son  of  1’cti‘rthe 
Giviit,  Emperor  of  all  the  Uussias.  Jler  resemblance  to  tliat 
iTinee.ss  was  so  striking,  as  to  deceive  those  who  know  the 
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latter  intimately.  The  story  ran,  that  to  escape  the  brut:il 
treatment  of  the  Prince,  her  husband,  she  pretended  to  the, 
and  was  actually  entombed,  but  when  taken  from  the  tomb  in  a 
few  hours  afterwards,  put  herself  beyond  the  reach  of  perse- 
cution, by  flying  to  a foreign  land.  The  Cheviilier  d’Auboiit. 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  Mobile  garrison,  who  had  been  at 
St.  Petersburg,  had  seen  the  Princess,  and  had  heard  of  h-'r 
strange  escape,  now  believed  that  this  woman  who  was  then 
in  Mobile,  was  the  beautiful  and  accomplished  lady  herself. 
He  was  sure  he  recognized  her  beneath  the  incognito  whieli 
she  had  assumed,  and  which  she  appeared  desirous  to  retain. 

The  Chevalier  married  her,  and  after  a long  residence  in 
Louisiana,  most  of  which  was  passed  in  Mobile,  she  followed 
him  to  France,  and  thence  to  the  Island  of  Bourbon,  whither 
he  was  sent  with  the  rank  of  Major.  In  1765,  she  became  a 
widow,  and  went  to  Paris  with  a daughter  born  in  Mobile. 
In  1771,  her  mysterious  and  romantic  life  was  terminated  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  abject  poverty 


* Judge  Martin,  in  his  history  of  Louisiana,  vol.  1,  pp.  231-JJ-- 
states,  t'aat  this  woman  was  an  impostor,  and  that  she  imposed  on  r.'X 
credulity  of  the  Chevalier  d’Aubont  and  many  others  ; that  she  h:‘  i 
once  been  attached  to  the  wardrobe  of  the  Princo.ss  whom  she  assunivd 
to  repre.scnt  ; and  that  a few  yoar.s  before  the  declaration  ol  Americ:i'« 
indepeudenee,  a similar  imp(}.~ition  was  practiood  upon  the  j)Coplc  ol  die 
Southern  British  Provinces,  by  a female,  driven  by  her  miseomb:  ’• 
from  the  post  of  maid  of  honor,  to  Princess  Matilda,  sister  of  Ccoi:-- 
III,  She  was  convietod  at  l.)ld  Daily,  and  transported  to  Mar\ bind- 
Before  the  c.xpirulion  of  her  lime,  she  oUected  her  escape,  iravelK  l 
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An  ordinance  decreed  i.h.at  the  council  should  meet  daily  chapter 
at  New  Biloxi ; that  mci'chandize  should  be  sold  at  that 

1721 

place,  ^lobile,  and  New-0\deans,  at  fifty  per  cent,  profit  September  5 
on  the  manufacture  of  France,  seventy  per  cent,  among  the 
Natchez  and  Yazoos,  one  hundred  per  cent,  among  tlie  Ar- 
kansas, and  fifty  per  cent,  among  the  Alabamas  and  Musco- 
gees,  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  Fort  Toulouse  to  the 
English  influence,  with  which  the  French  company  were 
anxious  successfully  to  compete.  Another  ordinance  declared  i^optember  27 
that  negroes  should  be  sold  to  the  inhabitants  at  the  price  of 
the  “piece  de  Inde,”  or  six  hundred  and  sixty  livres/'-  in  three 
annual  instalments,  to  be  paid  in  tobacco  or  rice.  If,  after 
the  second  year,  the  debtor  failed  to  pay,  the  company  could 
take  tl)e  negro  if  not  paid  for  during  the  third  year.  If 
the  oflects  of  the  debtor  failed  to  discharge  the  Avhole  debt, 
the  company  could  tlien  take  his  body.  It  also  declared  that 
leaf  tobacco  delivered  at  the  warehouses  of  New  Biloxi,  New- 
Orleans  and  Molfile,  should  command  the  price  of  twenty 
livres  per  quintal ; rice,  twelve  livres  per  quintal ; Mine,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  livres  a hogshead ; and  a q^uarter  of 
brandy,  the  same  price.  It  also  declared  that  Louisiana 
should,  hereafter,  be  formed  into  nine  divisions  : New-Orleans, 

through  ilio  provinces  of  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  personating  the 
princess,  and  levying  contributions  uj)on  tlic  credulity  of  the  inhabi 
lants.  She  was  at  leiigtli  arrested  in  Charleston,  prosecuted  and  pub- 
licly whipped. 

* Equal  to  one  hundred  and  .soveuty-si.\  dollars. 
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Biloxi,  Mobile,  Alabama,  Yazoo,  Xatcliitoches,  Arkansas,  an«J 
Illinois  ; that  in  tlie  chief  town  of  each  there  should  b.“  a 
commandant  and  a jud2;e,from  whose  decisions  an  ap}»eal  couM 
be  had  to  the  supreme  council  of  New  Biloxi. 

STATE  OF  THE  COl.OXV  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  1721.  , 

“ In  the  vessels  which  the  India  Company  has  sent  tliilla  r 
from  the  25th  October,  1717,  to  May,  1721,  there  have  emi- 
grated, on  the  forty-three  belonging  to  it,  and  in  the  squad- 
ron of  M.  de  Saurijor,  - - - - - 702U 

These,  with  the  400  who  were  already  there,  - 400 

7420 

Of  this  number  those  who  liave  died,  deserted,  or  re- 
turned to  France,  . _ . . _ 200'> 

5420 

To  tliem  the  number  of  colonists  is  added,  to  which  may  1« 
set  down  about  GOO  negroes.” 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  colony  of  Louisiaii  i 
had  really  begun  to  })rosper,  but  many  imj>ediments  still  re- 
tarded its  more  rapid  advance,  among  which  may  be  enume- 
rated its.  ex))enses,  which,  for  tlie  year  1721,  amounted  U»  t<»ur 
liundred  and  seventy-four  tliou.>and,  two  hundred  and  sevcut_\ 
four  livrc-'i.  4 he  companv,  too,  issued  an  ordinance  prohib’.i- 
ing  the  inh.abitants  from  belling  tlu  ir  m-grocs  to  the  S[>aniaivb. 
or  to  other  foreigners,  or  taking  them  out  of  the  colony,  ui.<i*  t 
a severe  penalty,  besidt  s tlear  ccaitiscation. 

Bienville,  writing  from  Mobile,  acquaint!  d the  Mini't.  r 
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with  the  difficulty  of  discharging  the  cargoes  of  vessels  upon  chapter 
the  low  shores  of  Ne\v  Biloxi,  and  again  brought  to  his 
consideration  the  superior  advantages  of  Xew-Orleans,  for 
the  capital  of  the  colony.  One  more  councillor  was  added 
to  the  supreme  council,  which,  now,  consisted  of  Brusle, 

Fazende,  Perrv,  Guilhet  and  Masclary.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  Germans,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  1 >’Arensbourg,  June  4 
a Swedish  officer,  arrived  at  Mobile,  with  whom  came  Marig- 
ny  de  Mandaville,  who  had  obtained,  in  P^rance,  the  Cross  of 
St.  Louis  and  the  command  of  Fort  Conde,  in  Mobile.  This 
was  by  far  the  best  fort  in  the  colony,  and  was  now  ra}>idly 
drawing  to  a state  of  com]>letion ; it  was  built  of  lu’ick,  with 
four  ba-tions,  and  a great  many  casements  for  soldiei-s.'*' 

The  vessel  whicli  brought  over  these  Germans,  bore  the 
distressing  news  that  th«'  great  royal  bank,  which  l.aw,  the 
Scotch  financier,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Duke  of  (.>rleaiis, 
had  established  in  I'rance,  had  utterly  failed ; that  l.aw  had 
left  the  country  in  disgrace,  and  that  the  people  whom  he 
had  Induced  to  take  stock,  found  it  worthless  and  themselves 
ruined.  All  l^iris  was  in  a ferment,  and  no  one  could 
anticipate  an  end  to  the  long  train  of  comnn-rcial  evils  which 
tlie  sclieming  ability  of  this  Scotchman  had  engendered. 

* Mr.  L.  'P.  Wood,  of  Mobile,  who  wrote  a history  of  that  place, 
embodied  in  a direct  tv,  ^\hit•h  ho  pu’oli^hcd,  say.s  that  when  h orl 
Conde  (whitdi  wa.s  al.<o  called  Fort  Charlotte  by  tin*  Hriti.'h  alter  they 
took  posse>oion  of  it,)  was  pulled  down  by  the  Ameriear.s  some  years 
after  the  place  fell  into  th'  ir  h.inds,  that  the  eoiner-!-tonc  wa'^  tomid 
with  the  date  of  1717,  distinctly  engraved  upon  it. 
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The  company  vhich  had  charge  of  Louisiana,  and  indeed  tlie 
chief  inhabitants  of  the  province,  were  soon  made  to  feel  tli.* 
explosion  of  this  once  powerful  and  popular  institution. 
Louisiana,  herself,  was  deeply  involved  in  the  failure,  and 
her  inhabitants  now  feared  that  the  government  of  France 
would  abandon  them.  But  some  supplies  continued  to 
arrive,  in  sj)ite  of  the  panic  which  pervaded  the  mother 
country.  Duvergier,  who  had  been  appointed  director-gene- 
ral and  commander  of  the  marine,  disembarked  at  Pensacola, 
bearino-  the  Cross  of  St.  Louis  for  Boisbriant,  .St.  Dennis  and 

O 

Chateaugno. 

The  failure  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  France,  and  the  distress 
which  it  produced  in  all  parts  of  that  kingdom,  cause<l  Lou- 
isiana, for  a time,  to  be  so  neglected,  that  the  inhabitants 
became  destitute  of  provisions.  Tlie  otlicers  were  obliged  to 
dismiss  the  garrisons  of  Mobile  and  Biloxi,  and  send  them  to 
the  Choctaw  nation  to  procure  subsistence  among  the  Indians, 
while  many  of  the  colonists  abandoned  their  homes  and  be- 
took themselves  to  the  sea-side  to  procure  a scanty  living  upon 
fish  and  oysters.  It  was  even  worse  at  some  of  the  more 
distant  posts,  j)articularly  at  Fort  Toulouse,  U})on  the  C'oos.a, 
now  in  Alabama.  There,  the  .soldiers  Avere  tortured  by  famine, 
and  corru}*ted  by  some  Briti>h  traders,  who  induced  them  to 
dt'sert  and  tly  to  ('liarleston.  Die  command  consisted  of  a 
captain,  a lieutenant,  an  ensign,  a corporal  and  twenty->i\ 
soldiers.  When  the  latter  had  pcrfect<al  their  mutiny,  the 
j*lanniug  of  whicli  had  ».)ccupicd  s(M-eral  days,  tliey  rose  upon 
the  otlicei's, one  morning,  about  l,)reakt;ist.  k'apt.  Marchaiul  wa." 
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instantly  slain.  Lieutenant  Villemont  and  Ensio-n  Paquo  chapter 
made  their  escape  through  a port-hole  of  one  of  the  bastions? 
and  fled  to  the  Hickory  Ground,  a town  of  Creek  Indians,  three 
miles  above,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Coosa,  and  embracing 
the  lower  sul)urbs  of  the  modern  city  of  Weturnpka.  Here 
Villemont  made  irresistible  appeals  to  the  warriors  to  march 
against  tlie  mutineers.  He,  at  the  same  time,  despatched 
Paque  across  the  river  to  the  town  of  Coosaw<la,  where  then 
lived  the  great  Chief,  P>ig  Morter,  whom  the  ensign  succeeded 
in  enlisting  in  the  cause  of  the  King.  In  the  meantime,  the 
mutineers,  having  killed  the  captain,  intimidated  the  corj)oral, 
who  now  joined  them  in  a general  pillage  of  the  fort.  They 
appropriated  to  themselves  the  money  and  clothing  of  the 
oflicers,  leaving  only  the  sacred  wardrobe  of  the  priest,  a Jesuit 
father,  whom  they  did  not  molest.  The  magazine,  constructed 
of  brick,  was  forced  open,  and  arms  and  ammunition  taken 
from  it.'^  The  store-room  was  plundered  of  its  contents,  con- 
sisting of  a very  limited  sup[)ly  of  flour  and  meat.  The 
mutineers,  after  partaking  of  a hearty  repast,  marched  oft 
to  the  Ked  VTarrior’s  Pluft',f  where  they  crossed  the  Talla- 
poosa and  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Charleston.  Ville- 
mont, with  the  Indian  force  which  he  had  speedily  raised, 
marched  against  them.  A battle  ensued  at  the  ford  of  Lino 

^ Some  of  the  hriok  of  this  magiizino  are  yet  to  be  seen  lying  about 
the  ruins  of  olJ  Fort  Toulouse,  now  called  old  Fort  Jaoksi)i',  ami  I have 
several  of  them  in  my  house,  taken  from  that  place. 

f The  Red  Warrior’s  Bluff  of  that  day,  is  the  present  (Jrey’s  Ferry. 
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ery  and  Macon.  Sixteen  of  tlie  deserters  were  slain.  ' Tln.*y 

1723 

August  ‘"ill  fought  witli  the  desperation  of  tigei-s.*  Tlie  others, 
except  two  who  escaped,  were  taken  prisoners,  and  Villcmont. 
who  was  wounded  in  the  action,  marched  with  them  Ixick  to 
Fort  Toulouse.  Here,  the  fort  was  found  to  l)e  in  a very 
solitary  condition,  being  inhabited  otily  by  the  Jesuit  father, 
who  had  resolved  to  remain  until  he  could  get  a favorable 
opportunity  of  going  to  Mobile,  not  believing  that  the  brave 
and  indefatigal)le  Villemont  could  subdue  the  deserters; 
the  body  of  the  unfortunate  Ca]>tain  Mai-chand  had  been 
already  interred  by  him  and  some  Indians.  Villemont,  the 
next  day,  obtained  some  canoes  and  placed  the  desertei*s  in 
them,  in  charge  of  an  Indian  guard,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  Ensign  Paqiie,  who  conveyed  them  to  Mobile,  wlu  re 
September  they  Were,  shortly  afterwards,  executed.  Villemont  and  the 
priest  were  solitary  inmates  of  Fort  'I'oulouse  for  se\eral 
months,  until  another  garrison  was  .'^ent  uj)  the  river.  The 
lieutenant  had,  however,  many  Indian  warriors  lying  arouinl 
the  fort,  who  were  ready  to  ai<l  him,  if  he  had  been  attacked 
by  tlie  English,  who  were  anxious  to  occupy  this  post.f 

* The  bones  of  these  sixteen  Fronchmeii  lay,  for  many  years,  very 
near  tlie  house  which  Walter  B.  imeas  alterward.s  orecteil,  and  where 
he,  for  a long  time,  kept  entertainment. 

I The  revolt  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Toulouse,  uj)on  the  Coosa,  is 
mentioned  by  Gayarre,  in  his  History  ot  Lonisiatm,  vol.  1,  [>.  100  ; b\ 
La  Ilarpc,  p.  ~<)1 ; by  .fudge  Martin,  vol.  '2,  p.  “3.30  ; but  1 have  ileriv«'d  t'!C 
chief  facts  from  Indian  tradition.s  handed  down  by  Cleueral  Alo.xandcr 


THE  FRENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


267 


Fortunately,  a vessel  arrived  with  provisions  for  the  King’s  cuapter 
troops.  She  brought  the  news  that  the  Kegent  had  entrusted 

1722 

the  aflairs  of  the  colony  to  the  management  of  three  commis-  September  28 
sioners : Ferrand,  Faget  and  Machiiiet.  A detailed  account 
of  a great  hurricane  which  swept  along  the  coast  of  Louisi- 
ana, of  the  desertion  of  soldiers,  sailors  and  workmen,  and  a 
recommendation  to  allow  free  passage  to  all  who  might  choose 
to  return  to  France,  as  a remedy  for  desertions  generally, 
formed  the  subjects  of  a communication  addressed  by  I )e  rOrme  October  3o 
to  the  5finister.  While  the  distressing  situation  uf  the  colony 
rendered  the  offices  of  the  three  commissioners  by  no  means 
sinecures,  embarrassnients  were  further  produced  by  a war 
which  the  Natchez  had  begun,  and  the  worthlcssno^s  of  the 
paper  money  hitherto  used  in  the  colony,  to  remedy  which, 
cards  were  substituted,  after  the  notes  were  suppressed,  (due 
Michel,  of  Mobile,  was  the  ]»erson  appointed  to  engrave  those 
cards. 

The  new  coimnissioners  who  had  succeeded  to  the  director- 
ship of  the  company,  readily  acceded  to  the  long  cherished 
wish  of  llimiville,  to  remove  the  seat  of  government  to  New-  1:23 
Orleans,  and  it  was  accordingly  established  at  that  place.^ 

McGillivray,  a very  gioat  Iiuiiait  ol' mixed  blood,  who  was  the 

grandson  of  the  iinioitunate  Captain  Marehand,  who  was  killed  upon 
this  occasion. 

Hibtoire  de  la  Loiiisianc,  par  Charles  Gayarro,  vol.  1,  pp.  l(iG-l93. 

Journal  Hi:^turiqiie  do  l'Eiablis.-cnient  dcs  Franeais  a la  Louisiano,  par 
Bernard  de  la  llarpe,  pp.  141-289.  — .Martin’s  History  of  Loui>iana,  vol. 

1,  pp.  218-244. 
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The  population  of  New-Oileans  at  that  period,  numbered  only 
two  hundred  souls,  who  occupied  a hundred  huts  and  cabins  ! 

The  comniissionei’s  of  the  company,  in  a new  code  of  re<^u- 
lations,  declared  that  negroes  should  hereafter  be  sold  at  six 
hundred  and  seventy-six  livres,'^  payable  in  one,  two  or  three 
years,  either  in  rice  or  tobacco.  The  province  was  divided 
into  nine  districts,  civil  and  military,  as  follows  : Alabama, 

Mobile,  Biloxi,  New-Orleans,  Natchez,  Yazoo,  Illinois,  AVa- 
bash,  Arkansas,  and  Natchitoches.  There  was  a commandant 
and  a judge  appointed  for  each  of  these  districts.  Three  great 
ecclesiastical  districts  were  also  formed.  The  first  was  entrust- 
ed to  the  Capuchins,  and  extended  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississipj>?  river  to  Illinois.  The  bare-footed  Carmelites  were 
stationed  at  Fort  Toulouse,  upon  the  Coosa  rivei-,  at  Mobile 
and  at  Biloxi,  while  the  Jesuits  labored  upon  the  M abash  and 
Illinois.  Churches  and  chapels  were  ordered  to  be  construct- 
ed, for  many  of  the  colonists  had  been  forced  to  woi'ship  in 
the  open  air,  around  crosses,  the  bottom  parts  of  which  were 
buried  in  the  ground  ! 

Biemille  restored  I’cnsacola  to  the  Spaniards  in  pursuance 
of  orders  from  his  government;  for  Spain  and  I ranee  had 
conoludt  d a peace.  In  a di'Spatch  to  the  Minister,  he  stated 
that  his  allies, — the  Choctaws, — had  destroye<l  three  towns  ot 
the  Chickasaws,  and  Inul  brought  to  him  one  hundred  prison- 
ers and  four  liundred  scal[is!  B/icinille  communicated  thi.-' 
intelligence  with  much  a]>[)arent  accomj)anied  with  the 


* Equal  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollais. 
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remark  tliat  “ this  important  result  was  obtained  without  risk- 
ing the  life  of  a single  Frenchman.” 

Although  the  colonists  often  existed  in  a state  of  penury 
and  want,  they  did  not  abandon  their  passion  for  gamhling^ 
which  was  carried  to  sucli  an  extent  that  the  govern nieiit 
issued  an  ordinance  against  all  games  of  chance.  An  ordi- 
nance wais  also  promulgated  against  the  trade  wliich  many  of 
the  colonists  were  illicitly  conducting  with  the  Natchez  In- 
dians. The  moi]th  of  September  terminated  with  a dreadful 
tornado,  which  prostrated  the  church,  the  hospital,  and  thirty 
houses  in  New-Orleans ; destroyed  the  crops  u})on  the  Mobile 
and  Pearl  rivers ; dismantled  the  shipping  in  the  dilferent  porLi, 
and  left  tlie  ^\hole  colony  in  a condition  of  wretchedness  and 
famine.  Added  to  all  this,  a whole  company  of  Swiss  infan- 
try, which  had  embarked  at  Biloxi  for  Ncw-Orleans,  rose  u})on 
the  captain  of  the  vessel  and  compelled  him  to  carry  them  to 
Charleston.  Yet,  in  the  midst  of  all  these  calamities,  the 
indefotigable  Bienville  departed  from  New-Urleans  with  seven 
hundred  men  to  punish  the  Natchez,  who  had  recently  killed 
several  Frenchmen.  He  returned  after  having  terminated  the 
second  war  with  them,  by  procuring  the  heads  of  tlie  principal 
offender-^.  Notwith'^tanding  the  important  services  which  this 
great  man  was  continuing  to  render  the  colony,  his  relentless 
enemies  sought  e\erv  o}>])ortunity  to  make  him  odious  to  the 
ruling  j)OWv‘i's  of  France.  Aspersed  in  despatches,  which  were 
speedily  borne  across  the  ocean,  he  was  at  the  same  moment 
insnlted  at  homo  by  libellous  placards  in  the  streets.  At 
length  he  received  orders  to  sail  for  France,  to  answer  the 


CnA.PTER 

VI. 


October 


it:  I 

Ftbruarj 16 


■ ^ -'^'’'■■^■"’V  ■ . ■■"  ■^"■•'  " ■■■  •'  - ..-T- 

\mi‘*(.inQ  Jnoifliw  b-^in,^.k>  iSftw  ^fiiu^<)(|fnr  atrfi ^ ^r»iO  iir»fn£>T 

g 1o ')lif  .*M)  gnt 

',Hf  . V ■>yi-zvi  ic  m |y«^iy:a  m^iko  jy.^aoicK)  aih  jf^woxlif A 

ir/t  TbJ)  lort  v'jxfi  ,t««v  Lan 

iifatfiatfj'.foij  tm  ifuM  kxf  banm^  xiaiii'TT'^ 

4i;io  tiA.  .9*;^!^(;i  ) {Uri«»f<^A  ai)fignif>Td  a«  jjaweai 

»|y'ijt  ‘»4l  iS'jijs^giwmoKf  o^k  -'•.'W  aaiwff 

^ , Xt<d:  -lii 

..  ' <',  u !ij%'6'5(rb  g iki  ff  f j>xf<fr>jt]i>?ri  'Jo  riiuoftr  ailT  .^,afiib 

' * > \ l/*m  j*'  *->]•  ,*ii  ,n).t '^>1'!^  h6J«ita>Tq,  ikifl  i'f  ^o&isinoi 

^uit  ivis;f^  f*il}  ; ^nxi-^iO-v/v/  ar  maoii 

,^101:  ii:  ifeij  :r{‘>  /ii  hga*!  brig 

l ..  -J-  j,,V  ■ - 

hfir^  ;'.r/'/}4y^i',>)*yii7f  4uj!iitm3  ii  ixi  uhd  *^  ai{j  fiol  htm 

> '.VaM  I*  rSilU  .aflirai^^ 

«<>4.|»x  MtMhi-  uyi  tyvfiri  Jd  bfiJ'ifidnm  hfiil  rhldyir  ,Tii 

cvj  ur/di  yru-zf  oi  titul  bMhqmo^)  kwr  (ois^^v  ■>sh  'lo  ntfiiqnc)  aifi 

axf)i  .twijj okli;-)  .rf)  ik ')0  idfitix  odi  nJ  ,J*jY  .noi^harlO 

M >-v>  'VI  fXK»Vi  j^  alii  /naifl  oWngiJglabnr 

‘ i>i,.{  oiiv/  jtadmX  odl  iMm/q  ol  iiatiT  baibrn/d 

aib  k JjifntJitaJl  'loilR  bi?ind4‘>t  rrioi(td  ;u  »i'i  Igiavaa 

:,  kqb»nf|  :mU  lo  gljW’sd  ydr  ^amjxn'f ’;r4  ^nad)  bnoaM 

' lid*  da  i?di  ^fiihitnttrdxh/JoX  .*7obn(»fto 

♦ ' ;^i  eittyamhi  »id  iynzdcm  mU  mlnw  i*i  ^alr/sdJjioa  '-r,v/  nnm 

, . '?  «>i  7ti«u3’KK|(jo  'n-<  />'j  ?i^rmant>  " 

Wi  , '.  ' oiayf  ibidw  ,it7J.b}f.q«- li  fli  .'yirrKvi  lo  «a 7/ot|  ^^iiilyi 

luamom  axil  te  Acw  aii  ^TRaao  adi  w^oi‘>g  ainotl  vfiboxiK 

■ ' ■J'i!  * ■'  '' 

•i5^'»a'{t*'  arii  m I'UullxJrl  yd  aniad  4r.  balbuwH 

, , . ia'ff«jji4  oj  aol  cd  ii'iobto  bavraxn  ad 


270 

CHAPTER 
• VI. 

1724 

March 


THE  FRENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 

charges  against  him,  leaving  the  command  to  Boisbnant  until 
his  return. 

But  bcFore  Bienville  embarked  upon  the  broad  Atlantic,  hv* 
issued  the  celebrated  “Black  Code,’’  in  the  name  of  tlie 
King.  It  declai-ed  that  all  Jews  should  leave  the  colony  ; 
that  all  slaves  should  bo  instructed  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  ; that  no  other  religion  should  be  tolerated  in  the 
colony ; that  if  the  owners  of  negroes  were  not  true  Catho- 
lics, their  slaves  should  be  confiscated  ; and  that  the  white 
inhabitants  should  not  enter  into  marital  relations  with  ne- 
groes, nor  live  with  them  in  a state  of  concubinage. 

The  “Black  Code”  contained  many  other  articles  in  rela- 
tion to  the  government  of  slaves, — some  of  which  were  pre- 
cisely like  those  now  in  force  in  the  South-western  States  of 
the  present  confederacy.  The  year  1724  was  remarkable  fa- 
arbitrary  edicts  ; but  there  was  one  which  was  bem-ticial. 
The  inhabitants  had  become  so  accustomed  to  rely  upon 
France  for  all  the  necessaries  of  subsistence,  that  valuable 
cattle,  sent  to  Louisiana  for  purpos«'s  of  propagation,  wt-r<' 
always  killed  and  devoured.  An  ordinance  was  issued  by  the 
King,  at  the  re<|uest  of  the  Superior  Council,  })unishing  \\ith 
death  every  person  who  should  intentionally  kill  or  severely 
wound  any  horse  or  horned  animal  which  did  not  belong  to 
liim, 

De  la  Chaise,  nephew  of  the  famous  father  of  that  name, 
who  was  the  omfessor  of  Louis  XI\k,  ]»re'.ided  ov»-r  the  coun- 
cil, which  was  now  la  id  monthly  in  the  town  of  Xow-<  b le.iii'. 

But  to  return  to  Bienv  ille,  d’hat  brave  man  appe.an'd  .-it 


1725 
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Paris,  after  a prosperous  vova<^e,  and  submitted  au  eloquent 
memoir  to  the  King,  in  just  ill  cation  of  his  ofhcial  conduct.  It 
also  contained  a history  of  the  services  to  whicli  lie  had,  from 
the  commenceraent  of  the  colonial  establishment,  devoted  a 
period  of  tweiilv-tive  years.  Hut,  in  despite  of  this  true  expo- 
sition of  his  arduous  labors  spent  in  the  insalubrious  forests 
of  America,  among  savages  and  reptiles,  and  in  spite  of  the 
exprtions  made  by  his  friends,  both  in  France  and  Louisiana, 
to  re-establish  him  in  the  contidence  of  the  King,  he  was 
removed  from  office,  and  Perrier  nominated  Go\ernor  of 
Louisiana.  The  government  did  not  stop  here.  ChateauLCne, 
the  brother  of  Hi,enville,  lost  the  post  of  royal  lieutenant, 
while  two  ne]*hews  of  Hienville,  named  Noyan,  one  a caj>tain 
and  the  other  an  ensign,  were  cashiered  without  any  just  cause. 
Thus  the  inthu'iice  of  Hiemille  was  overthrown  in  Louisiana. 
In  the  meantime,  the  new  governor  arrived  at  Xew-Orleans. 

Governor  Perrier,  in  a despatch  to  the  Minister,  employed 
this  language  in  reference  to  the  encroachments  of  the  Knglish 
of  South-Carolina : — ‘‘The  Knglish  continue  to  urge  their 
commerce  into  tlie  very  heart  of  the  province.  Sixty  or 
seventy  horses,  laden  with  merclmndize,  have  passed  into  the 
country  of  the  Chicka'^aws,  to  which  nation  I have  given 
orders  to  pluii'ler  the  Engiish  of  their  goods,  promising  to 
recompmise  them  by  a present.  As  yet  I ha\e  heard  nothing 
frqm  that  quarter.  It  appears  that  a league  was  formed 
anu,>ng  all  tin*  Indian  nations  ot'  their  neighborhood,  to  attaek 
the  Spaiii>h  settlements.  Whereu[><>n  the  Gov<'rnor  of  Pen- 
sacola rei)Uestcd  assistaiic(*  from  me.  Having  no  news  trom 
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Europe,  I thonglit  it  was  for  our  interest  not  to  have  the 
English  so  near  us,  and,  in  consequence,  informed  tlie  Talhi- 
poosas,"*^  who  were  before  Pensacola,  that  if  they  did  not 
immediately  retire,  I should  attack  them  with  those  nation' 
who  were  friendly  to  us.  I also  gave  notice  to  the  Alabaimus, 
that  if  they  attacked  the  Spaniards,  who  were  our  friends,  I 
should  be  compelled  to  assist  the  latter.  But  I should  have 
taken  care  not  to  have  interfered  with  the  natives  who  were 
friendly  to  us,  in  order  that  I might  not  commit  myself  with 
reirard  to  the  Eno;lish.  This  had  a o-ood  effect.  The  <xover- 
nor  thanked  me,  informing  me  that  Avar  was  declared  in  Europe. 
Notwithstanding,  I shall  indirectly  assist  the  Spanish  until  I r<‘- 
cei\'e  other  orders  from  your  highness,  at  the  same  time  takiiiLT 
the  liberty  to  represent  that  our  solo  effort  should  be  to  pre- 
vent the  English  fi-om  approaching  us. 

“I  have  caused  all  the  nations,  from  the  Arkansas  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  to  make  }>eace  Avith  each  other.  Tliere 
remain  at  variance  only  the  Choctaws  and  ChickasaAvs,  avIio 
haA^e  a discussion  concerning  a Chief  of  the  latter  nation,  aaIi" 
AA'as  killed  by  the  former.  I shall  go  to  Mobile  to  settle  their 
affaii*s,  and  shall  take  measures,  Avith  them,  to  prevent  thr 
Engli.'h  from  entering  our  territory  during  the  ensuing  year, 
and  liy  degrees  to  abolish  the  custom  A\hich  they  have  forineii. 
of  tradim;  for  all  the  deer-skins  obtained  by  the  Indians,  in 
order  that  the  latter  may  not  be  obliged  to  trade  aamIi  the 
Eindish  to  get  rid  of  them.” 


♦ Meaning  the  Creeks,  who  lived  upon  the  'Pallapooi^a  river. 
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A vessel  belonging  to  iiie  company  arrived  v/ith  quite  a chapter 
number  of  young  girls,  v/bo,  unlike  many  others  vho  bad 
been  sent  to  Louisiana,  had  not  been  taken  from  the  houses  February 
of  correction.  They  were  each  provided  with  a little  chest, 
containing  articles  of  apparel,  and  from  this  circumstance  they 
were  called  girls  c/c  la  cassette — girls  of  the  chest.  They  were 
placed  under  the  surveillance  of  the  Ursuliiie  nuns  until  they 
could  be  disposed  of  by  marnage.'^' 


* Plistoire  de  la  Louisiane,  par  Charles  Gayarre,  vol.  1,  pp.  193-235. 


274 


THE  FRENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


CHAPTER  YU. 

TERRIBLE  MASSACRE  AT  NATCHEZ. 

CHAPTER  The  colony  of  Louisiana  was  now  in  a flourishing'  coiuli- 
tion;  its  fields  were  cadtivated  hy  more  tlian  two  thousaTid 

1728  negroes;  cotton,  indigo,  tobacco  and  grain  were  produced: 
skins  and  furs  of  all  descriptions  were  obtained  in  a tratfu- 

1729  Indians;  and  lumber  w;us  extensively  exported  i<> 
the  West  India  islands.  Tlie  jirovince  was  ])rotectud  by 
eight  hundred  troops  of  the  line;  but  the  bloody  massaciv 
of  the  French  population  of  Fort  Rosalie,  at  the  Xatch-  /. 
aiTcsted  these  rapid  strides  of  jirosperity,  and  shrouded  all 
things  in  sadness  and  gloom.  Our  library  contains  many 
accounts  of  this  liorrible  aflair,  which  harmonize  very  w.  I. 
with  each  other;  but  in  reference  to  the  causes  which  led  te 
it,  more  particularly,  we  propose  to  introduce  the  statement 
of  l.e  Rage  DuPratz,  who  was  residing  in  Louisiana  at  the 
time.  We  give  his  account,  in  his  own  faithful  style: 

“Chojiart  had  been  commandant  of  the  [>ost  of  the 
chez,  from  which  he  was  removed  on  aci-oimt  of  some  act  «-•! 
injustice.  Governor  IVrrier,  but  lately  arri\cd,  sutlered  him- 
self to  Ix'  prepossessed  in  his  favor,  on  his  teliing  him  that 
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he  had  commanded  that  post  with  applause,  and  thus  he 
obtained  the  command  Irma  Perrier,  who  v>as  unacquainted 
^with  his  character.  Tliis  iie\e  commandant,  on  taking  posse.s- 
sion  of  his  post,  [>rojectcd  the  forming  of  one  of  tlie  most 
eminent  settlements  of  tl»e  whole  colony.  For  this  purpose 
he  examined  all  the  oiouiuls  unoccupied  by  the  French,  Init 
could  not  find  any  thing  that  came  up  to  the  grandeur  of  his 
\dews.  Nothing  but  ti.e  village  of  the  AVhite  Apple,  a 
square'  league,  at  least,  in  extent,  could  give  him  satisfactioin 
and  there  he  resolved  iimnediately  to  settle.  This  ground 
was  distant  from  the  fort  about  two  leagues.'-'  Conceited 
with  the  l>eauty  of  his  project,  the  commandant  sent  for  the. 
Sun  of  that  village,  to  come  to  tlie  fort;  upon  his  arrival,  he 
told  liim,  without  ceremony,  that  he  must  look  out  for 
another  ground  to  build  his  village  on,  as  he,  himself, 
resolved,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  build  on  the  village  of  the 
Apple,  and  that  lie  must  directly  close  the  huts  and  retire 
somewhere  else.  The  better  to  cover  his  design,  he  gave 
out  that  it  was  necessarv  for  the  French  to  settle  on  the 
banks  of  the  rivulet,  where  stood  the  great  village  and  the 
abode  of  the  Grand  Sun.  The  commandant,  doubtless, 

The  site  of  tlie  White  Apjilo  village  was  about  twelve  inilc.^ 
south  of  the  present  city  of  Nate'.ioz,  near  the  mouth  of  secunJ  creek, 
and  three  miles  east  of  liic  Mi.~sis^ippi.  The  .site  was  oceuiiiod  hy  the 
,'piantation  of  Col.  Anthony  Hutchens,  an  early  emigrant  to  Florida. 
All  vestige-^  of  Iiuiian  indu-lry  have  di>af)pi'ared,  c.xeept  some  mounds 
in  the  vicinity.’* — iNh'netlc’s  History  of  the  Valley  of  the  Mo-'issippi, 
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supposed  that  he  was  speaking  to  a slave,  whom  we  inav 
command  in  a tone  of  absolute  authority.  But  he'knew  u..t 
that  the  natives  of  Louisiana  are  such  enemies  to  a stalt-  «.f 
slavery,  that  they  prefer  death  itself;  above  all,  the  Snii'. 
accustomed  to  govern  despotically,  have  still  a greater  aver- 
sion to  it. 

^ He  ^ % 

“The  Sun  of  the  Apple  made  answer,  that  his  ance>tor>- 
had  lived  in  that  village  for  as  many  yeai's  as  there  were  hair 
in  his  double  cue,  and,  therefore,  it  was  good  they  slioul.l 
continue  there.  Scarce  had  the  interpreter  explained  tbi' 
answer  to  the  commandant,  when  the  latter  fell  into  a 
passion  and,  threateningly,  tokl  the  Sun,  that  if  he  did  net 
quit  his  village,  in  a few  days,  he  might  repent  it.  The  San 
replied:  ‘When  the  French  came  to  ask  us  for  laink  i" 
settle  on,  they  told  us  there  was  land  enough  still  unoccujkHl 
for  them,  and  that  the  same  sun  would  enlighten  them  all, 
and  all  would  walk  in  the  same  path.’  lie  wantoil 
proceed  further,  in  justilication  of  what  he  alleged,  but  tl;-' 
commandant,  in  a passion,  said  he  was  resolved  to  be  obew  i. 
The  Sun,  without  discovering  any  emotion  or  }>assion,  ila  a 
withdrew,  only  observing  that  he  was  going  to  assembb*  tia- 
old  men  of  his  village  to  hold  a council  iqu)!!  the  atfair. 

He  He  He  He  He  He 

“ In  this  council  it  was  resolved  to  represent  to  the  • '■lu- 
mandant,  that  the  corn  of  all  the  jieople  of  their  villain' 
ahead}  shot  a little  out  of  the  earth,  and  that  all  the  h' t - 
were  laying  their  eggs.  That  if  they  quitted  their  n'.!1>-:'' 
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now,  the  chickens  and  com  would  be  lost  both  to  the  French 
and  to  themselves.  ^ ^ * The  commandant  turned 

a deaf  ear  to  these  views,  and  threatened  to  chastise  tlie 
Chiefs  if  they  did  not  comply  ^v^th  his  orders,  in  a vcr}'  short 
time,  which  he  named.  The  Sun  reported  this  answer  to  his 
council,  who  debated  the  (piestion.  But  the  policy  of  the 
old  men  v.a«,  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  stay  in  their  vil- 
lage  until  harvest,  and  until  they  had  time  to  dry  their  corn 
and  sliake  out  the  grain.  In  consideration  of  this  privilege, 
they  each  proposed  to  pay  the  commandant,  in  so  many  moons, 
a basket  of  corn  and  a fowl.  The  cupidity  of 

the  commandant  made  him  accept  the  pro})Osition  Mith  joy, 
and  blinded  him  with  regard  to  the  consequences  of  liis  ty- 
ranny. lie,  however,  pretended  that  he  agreed  to  the  oiler 
out  of  favor,  to  do  a pleasure  to  a nation  so  beloved,  and  n\1io 
had  ever  been  good  friends  of  the  Frencli.  Tlie  Sun  ap]»eare<l 
highly  satisfied  to  have  obtained  a delay  suthcient  for  taking 
the  precautions  necessary  to  the  security  of  the  nation,  for  he 
was  bv  no  means  tlie  dupe  of  the  feigned  benevolence  of  the 
commander. 

“The  Sun,  upon  his  return,  again  caused  the  council  to  be 
assembled.  He  stated  to  them  that  it  was 

necessary  to  avail  themselves  of  this  time,  in  order  to  with- 
draw themselves  from  this  jiroposed  jiayment  and  tyrannic 
domination  of  the  French,  who  grew  dangerous  in  proportion 
as  they  multiplied.  That  the  Xatchez  ought  to  rememl>er 
the  war  made  upon  them,  in  violation  of  the  peace*  condiult’d 
between  them.  'I'hat  this  war,  having  lK-*«*n  ma<le  upon  tln-ir 
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village  alone,  they  ought  to  consider  of  the  surest  means  to 
take  a just  and  hloody  vengeance.  That  this  enterprise  Ix'iiiir 
of  the  utmost  importance,  it  called  for  much  secrecy,  for  soli.l 
measures,  and  for  much  policy.  That  it  was  proper  to  cajol*- 
the  French  chief  more  than  e\er,  and  that  the  alfair  requin-d 
reflection  before  it  was  proposed  to  the  Grand  Si'.v. 

“ In  the  meantime,  the  old  men  had  come  to  the  determi- 
nation, not  only  to  revenge  themselves,  but  to  engage  in  the 
entire  destruction  of  all  the  Fivnch  in  the  pro\  ince.  AVIk-h, 
therefore,  the  council  again  met,  the  most  ^ enerablc  man  ro'C 
and  delivered  the  following  speech  ; 

“ ‘ "\Ve  have  a long  time  been  sensil)!*'  that  tlie  maghborhood 
of  the  French  is  a greater  })rejudice  than  a bmiellt  to  us.  We. 
who  arc  old,  see  this — the  young  see  it  not.  The  wares  of 
the  French  yield  jdeasun;  to  tho  youth,  but  to  what  purpose  i< 
it,  except  to  debauch  the  young  women,  and  taint  the  bh^nd 
of  the  nation,  and  make  them  vain  and  idle  ? The  young 
men  are  in  tho  same  condition — they  must  work  themsolv<- 
to  death  to  maintain  their  families  and  please  their  children. 
Before  tho  French  came  among  us,  wk  were  men,  eont<  iit 
with  what  we  had,  and  talked  with  boldness  every  j-ath. 
Now  We  go  groping  al'out,  afraid  of  meeting  briars. 
walk  like  slaves,  which  we  shall  soon  be,  sine*'  the  I'reiieh  al- 
readv  treat  us  as  if  we  were  such.  When  tlu'v  are  sutlicieiiilv 
strong,  they  wiil  no  longer  dissemble.  For  the  least  fault  <>t 
our  voting  peo]>le,  thev  ''ill  then  tie  them  to  a post  and  "liip 
them.  Have  they  not  already  done  so  to  one  of  our  y<*unu' 
men,  and  is  not  (h'ath  piaTcrable  to  slavery  ! What  "a’.i 
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we  for  ? Suall  we  siilfer  cLo  French  to  miiUiply  till  we  are  no 
longer  in  a condition  to  oppose  them  ? AVliat  will  tlie  «>ther 
nations  say  of  the  Xatchez,  A'ho  are  admitted  to  he  the  great- 
est of  all  the  Red  men  ? Let  ns  set  ourselves  at  liberty. 

* * From  til's  very  day  let  our  women  get  provisions 

ready,  without  telling  them  the  reason.  Go  and  carry  the 
pipe  of  peace  to  all  the  nations  of  this  country.  Tell  them 
that  the  French,  being  stronger  here  than  elsewhere,  enslave 
us  the  more ; but  -Nslien  they  spread  out,  they  m ill  treat  all 
nations  in  libe  manner.  That  it  is  their  interest  to  join  us  to 
prevent  so  great  a misfortune.  That  tliey  have  only  to  join 
us,  to  cut  off  the  Frencli  to  a man,  in  one  day  and  in  one 
hourT” 

Here  the  speaker  continued  his  address,  and  exhorted  them 
to  be  jaepared  to  fall  upon  the  French  at  nine  o’clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  day  when  they  were  to  deliver  to  the  com- 
mandant the  corn  and  chickens,  and  that  the  warriors  were  to 
carry  with  them  their  arms,  as  if  going  to  hunt.  They  unani- 
mously approved  of  his  views,  and  pledged  themselves  to  carry 
them  out.  DulTatz  continues: — Notwithstanding  the  pro- 
found secrecy  observed  by  the  Natchez,  the  council  held  by 
the  Suns  and  aged  nobles  gave  the  people  groat  uneasiness, 
unable,  as  they  wore,  to  penetrate  into  the  matter.  The  fe- 
male Suns  had  alone,  in  this  natimi,  the  right  to  demand  why 
they  were  kept  in  the  dark  in  tliis  affair.  'I'he  ymmg  grand 
female  Sun  was  a princess  scarce  eighteen.  None  but  the 
Stung  Arm,  a woman  of  great  wit,  and  no  less  sensible  ot  it, 
could  be  offended  that  nothing  was  disclosed  to  her.  In  cilect, 
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she  made  known  to  her  son  her  displeasure  at  tliis  reser\e 
with  respect  to  herself.  He  replied  that  the  several  depuut- 
tions  were  made  in  order  to  renew  their  good  intelligence  witii 
the  other  nations,  to  whom  they  had  not,  in  a long  time,  sent 
an  emhassy,  and  v/ho  might  imagine  themselves  slighted  )>y 
such  a neglect.  This  feigned  excuse  seemed  to  ap]»case  tlie 
princess,  but  not  quite  to  rid  her  of  all  her  uneasiness,  which, 
on  the  contrary,  was  heightened,  upon  the  return  of  the  em- 
bassies, Avhen  she  saw  the  Suns  assemble  in  secret  council  i'»- 
gether.  She  was  tilled  with  rage,  which  would  have  broken 
out,  if  lier  prudence  had  not  set  bounds  to  it.  IIap]iy  it  is  t\ir 
the  French  that  she  imagined  herself  neglected.  I am  per- 
suaded that  the  colony  owes  its  preservation  to  the  vexation 
of  this  woman,  rather  than  to  any  atlection  she  entertained  f u- 
the  French,  as  she  was  now  far  ad\  auced  in  yearn,  and  her 
French  gallant  long  since  dead.  In  order  to  get  to  the  l>otlom 
of  the  secret,  she  prevailed  on  her  son  to  aeeompaiiy  her  on  a 
visit  to  a relation  that  lay  sick  at  the  village  of  the  Meal,  and 
leadiniT  him  the  most  distant  and  retired  route,  took  occasion 
to  reproach  him  with  the  secrecy  he  and  the  other  Suns  uh- 
sevved  witli  regard  to  her.  She  insisted  on  her  right,  as  a 
mother,  and  her  })rivilege  as  a princess,  adding,  that  although 
tlie  world  and  herself,  too,  had  told  him  he  nnus  the  son  ol  a 
Fienchman,  yet  her  own  blood  was  much  dearer  to  her  than 
that  of  strangers;  that  he  need  not  ai)prehend  she  wcuhl  cn*  i 
betrav  him  to  the.  h'rench,  again>t  whom,  she  said,  you  arc 
plotting. 

“The  son,  stung  with  those  rc])roaches,  told  her  it 
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imiisiial  to  reveal  what  the  old  men  of  the  oc»imcil  had  once  chapter 
resolved  upon,  and  as  he  was  Grand  Siin,  he  ought  to  set  a 
good  example  in  tliib  respect;  but  seeing  you  have  guessed 
the  whole  affair,  I need  not  inform  you  further.  You  know 
as  much  as  I do,  m)'self,  only  hold  your  tongue.” 

“She  replied  that  she  was  in  no  pain  to  know'  against 
whom  he  had  taken  liis  precautions,  but  as  it  w'as  against  the 
French,  this  w'as  the  very  thing  tiiat  made  her  apprehensive 
he  had  not  taken  his  measures  aright,  in  order  to  surpiisc 
them,  as  they  w'cre  a people  of  great  penetration,  although 
their  commandant  had  none.  Her  son  told  her  that  she  had 
nothing  to  apprehend  as  to  the  measures  taken  ; that  all  the 
nations  had  hoard  and  a|>proved  their  project,  and  promised 
to  fall  upon  the  French  in  their  neighborhood,  on  the  same 
day  with  the  Xateliez;  that  the  Choctaws  had  resolved  to 
destroy  all  the  French  hiwor  down  and  along  the  Mississippi, 
up  as  far  ns  the  Tonicas,  to  which  last  jioople,  he  said,  we  did 
not  send,  as  they  and  the  Gamas  are  too  much  wedded  to 
the  French,  lie,  at  last,  told  her  that  the  bundle  of  rods’^ 


* By  all  ancient  and  modern  Indians,  rods  or  sticks  were  used  to 
assemble  the  nation  togctlier.  A Chief  was  accustomed  to  send  lorth 
a w'arrior,  with  a bundle  of  sticks,  and  as  he  journeyed  towards  liie 
towns  to  which  ho  was  despatched,  he  would  throw  away  one  of 
these  sticks,  at  tln^  close  of  each  day.  When  he  gave  them  to  the 
'party  to  whom  ho  was  bearing  them,  the  latter  also  continued,  at  tlic 
close  of  every  day,  to  throw  away  a stick.  'I'lic  Chiefs,  who  scut  thc-'-e 
sticks,  also  kept  a duplicate  nutnlx'r,  and  each  day  threw  away  oiu', 
so  that  tho.=o  at  a disiancc,  and  those  at  the  council  hou'=o,  vvouhl  meet 
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lay  in  the  temple,  on  the  flat  timber.  The  Stiiiu,^  Ari’.!. 
being  informed  of  the  whole  design,  pretended  to  a}>j>r<jv.-  i*. 
and  leaving  her  son  at  ease,  henceforward  was  only  solicit.. a- 
how  she  might  defeat  this  barbarous  design.  The  tim.-  \sa- 
pressing,  and  the  term  fi.ved  for  the  execution  was  almn-i 
expired.  .Unwilling  to  see  the  French  cut  ofl’  to  a man  ir* 
one  day,  she  resolved  to  apprise  them  of  the  conspira.  y 
through  some  young  women  who  loved  them,  enjoinin^' 
them  never  to  tell  from  whom  they  had  their  informatiuii.'^ 
She  desired  a soldier,  whom  she  met,  to  tell  the  command. lat 
that  the  iSTatchez  had  lost  their  senses,  and  to  desire  him 
be  upon  his  guard.  Tlie  soldier  faithfully  porformcl  li ' 
commission,  but  the  commandant  treated  him  as  a coward 

together  on  the  same  day,  when  the  last  stick  had  been  thrown 
In  modern  times,  sending  sticks  was  called  “sending  out  the  briA. 
days.” 

* “ The  Sieur  de  Mace,  ensign  of  the  garrison  of  the  I'.ri 
Natchez,  received  advice  by  a young  Indian  girl  who  loved  him. 
told  him,  crying,  that  her  nation  was  to  mass.acre  all  the  French.  'L 
De  Mace,  amazed  at  this  discourse,  que?tioiied  his  mistress.  H •' 
simple  answers  and  her  tetuK-r  tears,  left  him  no  room  to  doubt  ol  t:.- 
plot.  He  wont  immediately  to  give  Chopart  intelligence  ot  it,  wim 
put  him  under  arrest  for  giving  false  alarm.” — Bossu’s  Travels  tlir"U::.i 
Louisiana,  letter  3,  addressed  to  the  Marquis  do  L’Estrade,  vol.  1,  P 
London,  1771. 

Bossu  also  states  that  Chopart,  lieeoming  enraged  at  I)umt>nt.  i!  '" 
second  in  ei)mmand,  for  icmonslrating  with  him  against  his  tyr.iii:  ' 
towards  the  Natchez,  in  the  comm.'nccincnt  of  the  spring,  phici d t:.,.t 
excellent  ollieer  and  faithful  historian  m irons. — \’ol.  1,  p.  -IS. 
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and  a visionary, — cansed  iiim  to  be  placed  in  irons,  and  de-  CH.\rx£R 
dared  be  would  never  take  any  steps  towards  repairing  the  i 

fort,  as  the  Natchez  would  tlion  imagine  be  was  a man  of  no 
resolution.  Tbe  Stung  Arm  fearing  a discovery,  notwitb- 
standing  ber  precaution  and  tb.e  secrecy  sbe  enjoined,  repaired 
to  tbe  temple  and  pulled  some  rods  out  of  tbe  tatal  bundle. 

Her  design  was  to  hasten  tbe  time  fixed,  to  tbe  end  that  sucb 
Frencbmen  as  escaped  tbe  massacre  might  apjivisc  their  coun- 
trymen, many  of  whom  bad  infonned  tbe  commandant,  who 
placed  seven  of  them  in  irons.  The  fyinale  Siin,  seeing  tbe  j 

time  approaching,  and  many  of  those  punished  whom  sbe  bad 
charged  to  acquaint  tbe  governor,  resolved  to  spe.ak  to  tbe 
under-lieutenant, — but  to  no  better  purpose.  Notwitbstand- 

inff  all  these  warnino-*;  the  commandant  went  out  tbe  night  ' 

before  on  a party  of  jdeasure,  witli  some  other  Frencbmen,  to 

tbe  grand  village  of  tbe  Natchez,  without  returning  to  tbe 

fort  till  break  of  day,  whore  be  bad  no  sooner  arrived  than  be 

was  admonished  to  be  upon  bis  guard.  Still  stimulated  with 

bis  last  night's  debauch,  be  added  im]>rudence  to  neglect,  and 

despatched  bis  interjiretor  to  demand  of  the  Grand  Sun 

whether  be  intended  to  kill  tbe  French.  Tbe  Grand  Sun, 

though  but  a young  man,  knew  bow  to  dissemble,  and  spoke 

in  sucb  a manner  to  tbe  interpreter  as  to  allay  his  suspicions 

and  fears. 

* DuPratz’  Louii^iana,  pp.  79-90.  In  copying  this  author’s  state- 
ment, I have  oooa.sionally  omitted  some  rodundaru-iis  and  unintorcst-  ^ 

ing  detail.  ^ 
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We  propose  now  to  introduce  the  statement  of  Father  ]^e 
Petit,  who  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence  was  residin';^  in  N<  w- 
Orleans,  respecting  the  massacre  itself.  He  was  a learnc.l  an  i 
pious  Jesuit  priest.  The  following  is  his  letter  to  Fath-r 
B’Avaugour,  procurator  of  the  missions  in  Xorth  Amei  iox 
“At  New-Orleans,  12th  July,  1730. 
My  Reverend  Father^ — the  Peace  of  our  Lord  he  with  you  : 

* * % % After  having  given  you  an  imperfect  idea  <-i‘ 

the  character  and  customs  of  the  Natchez  Indians,  I prooer.], 
my  reverend  father,  as  I have  promised  you,  to  enter  upon  ;i 
detailed  account  of  their  perfidy  and  treason.  It  was  on  ilf 
second  of  December  of  the  year  1 129,  that  we  learned  tla  \ 
had  surprised  the  French,  and  had  massacred  ahno.st  all  <■:* 
them.  This  sad  news  was  iii-st  brought  to  us  by  one  of  th<- 
planters,  who  had  escaped  their  fury.  It  was  contirmod  to  U' 
on  the  following  day  by  other  French  fugitives,  and  finally, 
some  French  women,  whom  they  had  made  slat  es,  and  tv.-r« 
forced  afterwards  to  restore,  brought  us  all  the  jtarticulaP'. 

“At  the  first  rumor  of  an  event  so  sad,  the  alarm  and 
sternation  was  general  in  New-(.)rleans.  Althouglithe  ma>'.t‘ 
ere  had  taken  place  more  than  a hundred  leagues  fi’orn 
you  would  have  supposed  that  it  had  happened  under  ou: 
own  eyes.  Each  one  was  mourning  the  loss  of  a relative — •* 
friend — or  some  property;  all  were  alarmed  for  th»*ir  o"ti 
lives,  for  there  was  reason  to  fear  that  the  conspiracy  ot  the 
Indians  had  been  general.  This  uiilooked  for  ma^'-aeiv  K .ran 
on  Monday,  the  28th  of  October,  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  Some  cause  ot  dissatisfaction  wlfu’h  tlie  Xati  h<  i 
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thought  the}^  had  ’.vith  tho  commander,  and  the  aiihal  of  a 
number  of  richly  laden  boaL  for  the  garrison  and  the  colo- 
nists, determined  them  to  hasten  their  enterprise,  and  to  strike 
their  blow  sooner  than  tliey  had  agreed  with  the  otlier  con- 
federate tribes.*  First  they  divided  themselves,  and  sent  into 
the  fort,  into  the  village,  and  into  the  two  grants,  as  many" 
Indians  iis  there  were  French  in  each  of  these  places.  Tlien 
they  feigned  that  they"  were  going  out  for  a grand  hunt,  and 
undertook  to  trade  with  the  French  for  guns,  powder  and 
ball, — offering  to  pay  them  as  much,  and  even  more,  than 
was  customary';  and,  in  truth,  as  there  wjis  no  reason  to  sus- 
^ pect  their  lidelity,  they*  made,  at  the  time,  an  exchange  of 
their  poultry'  and  corn  for  some  arms  and  ammunition,  which 
they  used  advantageously  against  us.  It  is  true  that  some 
expressed  tln-ir  distrust,  but  tliis  was  thought  to  have  so  little 
foundation  that  thev  were  treated  as  cowards,  who  were  fright- 
ened at  their  gash  shadows.  They  had  been  on  their  guard 
against  the  Choctaws;  but,  as  for  the  Natchez,  they  had  never 
distrusted  tln-m,  and  they  were  so  persuaded  of  their  good 
faith,  that  it  increased  tlieir  hardihood.  Having  thus  jtosted 
themselves  in  different  houses,  provided  ^^ith  the  arms  obtain- 
ed from  us,  they  jittacked,  at  the  .^amo  time,  each  his  man ; 
and  in  less  than  two  liours  they'  nnussacred  more  than  two 


Father  Le  is  mistaken  as  to  tlic  causes  wtiieh  hastened  the 
niaSvSacre.  It  will  be  ivcollceted  that  Dul’ratz  told  us  that  i^tuuirAnn 
“pulled  out  several  sticks  from  the  huiulle,  and  it  was  this  whicli  brought 
on  the  time  sooner. 
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hundred  of  the  French.  The  best  known  are  M.  De  Chopari, 
commander  of  the  post;  M.  Du  Codere,  commander  iiin.ui- 
the  Yazoos  ; M.  Des  Ursins  ; Messieurs  De  Kdly,  father  an.l 
son  ; Messieurs  De  Long-rays,  Des  Xoyers,  Ihiilly,  cl’c. 

“The  Father  Du  Poisson  had  just  performed  the  fuiK-r.il 
rites  of  his  associate,  the  brother  Crucy,  who  had  died  -rerv 
suddenly,  of  a sun  stroke ; he  was  on  Iris  way  to  con>ult 
Governor  Perrier,  and  to  adopt  \\dth  him  proper  measure^  to 
enable  the  Arkansas  to  descend  the  banks  of  the  Missisbipj-i. 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  voyagers,  lie  arrived  aiiioii!: 
the  Yatchez  on  the  26th  of  Xovember,  that  is,  two  days 
before  the  massacre.  The  next  day,  wliich  was  the  ili>t 
Sunday  of  Advent,  he  said  mass  in  the  parisli,  and  }>reach<  d 
in  the  absence  of  the  cure.  He  was  to  have  returned  in  th<* 
afternoon,  to  his  mission  among  the  Arkansas,  Init  lie  wa- 
detained  by  some  sick  })Ci-sons,  to  whom  it  was  necessary  to 
administer  the  sacraments.  On  Monday,  he  was  about  to 
sav  mass,  and  to  carry  the  holy  sacrament  to  one  of  tho<e 
sick  persons  whom  he  had  confessed,  the  evening  before, 
when  the  ma-ssacre  begun.  A gigantic  Chief,  six  feet  in 
height,  seized  him,  and  having  thrown  him  to  the  groinul, 
cut  otf  his  head  with  blows  of  a hatchet;  tlie  father,  in 
falling,  only  uttered  these  words:  “Ah  my  God  I ah  my 
God!”  M.  Du  Codere  drew  his  sword  to  defend  him,  when 
he  was  himself  killed  by  a musket  ball  from  another  Indian, 
whom  he  diil  not  })erceive. 

“These  barbarians  spared  but  two  of  the  French,  a tnil-'r 
and  a carpenter,  who  wore  able  to  serve  their  wants.  'Ihev 
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did  not  treat  ba.ll}',  cither  the  nei^o  slaves  or  the  Indians  cuapter 

who  were  willing  to  give  llicniselves  up;  but  they  ripped  up 

the  abdomen  of  every  pregi-ant  woman,  and  killed  almost  all 

those  who  were  nursing  their  children,  because  they  were 

disturbed  by  their  cries  and  teai-s.  They  did  not  kill  the 

other  women,  but  made  them  their  slaves,  and  treated  them 

with  every  indignity  during  the  two  or  three  months  that 

they  were  their  masters.  The  least  iniseral)le  were  those 

who  knew  how  to  sew,  because  tli6y  kept  them  bu.sy  in 

making  shirts,  dresses,  drc.  'J'he  othei-s  were  employed  in 

cutting  and  carrying  wood  for  cooking,  and  in  [toimding  the 

corn  of  which  they  made  their  uigamiU.  But  two  tilings, 

above  all,  aggravated  the  grief  and  hardness  of  their  sla\  cry ; 

it  was,  in  the  lirst  ]>lace,  to  have  for  masters,  those  same 

persons  whom  they  had  seen  dipjiing  their  cruel  hands  in 

the  blooel  of  thc'ir  hu'^bands;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to 

hear  them,  continually,  saying  tlnit  the  French  had  been 

treated  in  the  same  manner  at  all  tlie  other  j'osts,  and  that 

the  country  was  now  entirely  freed  from  them. 

“During  the  massacre,  the  Sun,  or  the  Great  Chief  of  the 
Natchez,  was  seated  ([iiietly  under  the  tobacco  J'hed  of  the 
company,  llis  warriors  brought  to  his  feet  the  head  of  the 
commander,  about  which  diey  ranged  those  of  the  principal 
French  of  the  post,  leaving  their  bodies  a prey  to  the  dog^, 
the  buzzards,  and  other  oarniverous  birds."*  ^\’hen  they 

* Dumont,  in  his*’  Meinoiros  I li;=tori(iuos  la  I.ouisianc,”  tome 
po.  145-lKi,  thu.-^  speaks  of  Choiiart  : 

“ In  the  midst  of  tliis  general  massacre  of  all  the  French,  Chojiart 
10^ 
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were  assured  that  no  other  Frenchmen  remained  at  tlie 
they  applied  themselves  to  plunder  the  houses,  the  magazin.-< 
of  the  Indian  company,  and  all  the  boats  which  were  .<tiil 
loaded  by  the  banks  of  the  river.  They  employctl  th.‘ 
negroes  to  transport  the  merchandize,  which  they  divitl.-.i 
among  themselves,  with  the  exception  of  the  munitions  <>f 
war,  which  they  placed,  for  security,  in  a separate  cabin. 
AVhile  the  brandy  lasted,  of  which  they  found  a good  sujijtly, 
they  passed  their  days  and  nights  in  drinking,  singing, 
dancing,  and  insulting,  in  the  most  barbarous  manner,  tliC 
dead  bodies  and  the  memory  of  the  French.  The  Choctaw< 
and  the  other  Indians  being  engaged  in  the  plot  with  th>-ni. 
they  felt  at  their  ease,  and  did  not  at  all  fear  that  tin  v 
would  draw  on  themselves  the  vengeance  which  was  meiit.  •! 
by  their  cruelty  and  perfidy.  One  night,  when  they  V'-n- 

revived,  as  if  Providence  had  wished  to  reserve  him  as  a witness  of 
destruction  of  so  many  inhabitants  wlio  would  not  have  perished  b-U 
for  his  folly.  He  recognized  it,  at  last,  but  too  late,  and  raising  hini.-tlt 
from  his  seat,  instead  of  taking  his  gnn  and  placing  himselt  on  me 
defence,  he  tied  to  his  garden,  where  he  gave  a whistle,  in  order  to  oa.l 
the  soldiers  of  the  garrison.  But  they  were  no  more.  He  couhl  se' 
all  around  him,  by  the  sides  of  the  palisades,  which  enclosed  his  gari!<  i'. 
the  earth  strewn  with  their  ■ carcasses:  At  the  same  time  he  " • ’ 

surrounded  by  the  savages,  who  b.eathed  nothing  more  than  his  dt 
while  none  of  thcni  wished  to  lay  hands  upon  him.  They  eon'idco  d 
him  as  a “dog,*'  unworthy  of  being  killed  by  a brave  man,  and  d-  ' 
made  the  chief  stinking-man  come,  who  killed  him  with  the  .'■iri  n«* 
of  a club.” 


aKA  AKAOA.TA  VA  HOViaHl  3HT 


882- 


fiiii  tft  loifio'  ofi  )£!{•  l>5tiiJ8««  ^ye/r  aaTHAHO 

.'^vnjsR^rn  otlJ  o.t  Imiqqa  ’^oi!l 

lU)^  III  ^ feoA n,albtfi  dilf  lo  .^;  ' ’ 

■:,.i!>  nwok;rn^  .uovh  eiiO  k*  ©rfi  vcTB^hnol 

ini‘mfj  vjfiii  dbtilv/  ,**sil<0A..ibt^>ftt  i>»fi  ■ 

k fciJuiiki/m  orfj  4 HV . ,«lvb.<Mir9ii# 

'.vjAjqw?.  « f>s#)or  odf  oltdW  - ' . - . 

,;g<Thfanl>  <u  titilvfa  tern  >'{i6  'igit  -(odi 

tv.lj  t%./tnj;ixr  j-i/o'jfltteJ  v*'H>n5  ^nlt  f,MiK  ,^iii3€rx)fe 

oifT  ‘jfh  kf  9ffS  hm  b^f) 

filiff’  loJq  ^ufi  ;^n;  il)  ?»il  t birj: 

rtJi  iftiil  lf«  ifi  k>a  h\h  bti&  Jiyil.'  h\  3l')l 

!>>iif*'a'f  wjvif  m ynnb  bhio  ff 

yiv//  y'>ifl  iWliv/  'tdliiMy  tbH)  *(t( 


^ ^ , X ■'»•.' A fJdriJfc/k 

•mI)  1»j  ftionijw  0 ec  oi  iyyd^w  ^ i-d  Vi 

I:j‘f  b>ii;-h5<|  07Sil  lou  LIuov/  «}nB»i4flffiii  yti^ai  o«  k ^ou^>o■^l«^'b 

fi:*^iurf  bna  ,art«l  <jOJ  Jw<i  Jstjil  >js  ,Ji  oH  .•yH<>l*if{  lol 

»clf  no  >l»?<nifi  giifOBlq  bn*  (mjj  "id  J k I.  j;»j4ai  tirf  moil 
oi  T^bio  fii  ,oi)airf%  & 3V|ltp|^  '?ti->d'W  'fid  oi  b.'fi  «iJ  ,0Dfi''l»b 

''•'■(  I4tft*?>  ,srrora  on  o'»‘>w  y,\>fU  Jt4I  iwli  lo  «ti>ib(o>  i-d# 

. ' w'utjji  v't(i  ({34dv/\<?»lKiwi'l*5*l  »di  1<>  e jijtri  nd)  ,roid  bttoot*  i!a 

‘ i,//  ^.il  oaih  ofJ3i?4  oil!  1i\  .'ftinvswaU'O  ij'idl  dliw  awiii-i  riiisOt  Wij 

•jar  ■;-^■■•  ‘■■*' 

o4{ji-i|i  eiij  a»;d}  aiOrti  ^njiJjon  bo»(lr»id  odiv  odji  (4  Jbt>bmnmtw 

b'  Tfbirnoj)  y-nlT  .tn<ii  ooiju  fcbncd  ^sd  oj  h">d4v/  modi  Vj  ooon  oUdw  . 
<Hij  htt')  ,n/i<n  yvstd  £ yd  boini  sni‘»d  k yd.uow«o  kjob'*  * m mir! 
aji!  ak  mb  djiw  uud  bv-Uii  e-div  ,->mco  kido  »di,  ohmu 

‘'.duio  * lo 


THE  FRENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


289 


plunged  in  drunkenness  and  sleep,  Madame  Des  Noyers  wished 
to  make  use  of  the  negroes  to  revenge  the  death  of  her 
husband  and  the  P'reiich,  but  she  was  betrayed  by  the 
person  to  whom  she  contided  her  design,  and  came  very  near 
being  burned  ahve. 

“Some  of  the  French  escaped  the  fury  of  the  Indians  by 
taking  refuge  in  the  woods,  where  they  suffered  extremely 
from  hunger  and  the  effects  of  the  weather."^  One  of  them, 
on  arriving  here,  relieved  ns  of  a little  disquietude  we  felt  in 
regard  to  the  post  we  occupy  among  the  Yazoos,  which  is  not 
more  than  forty  or  fifty  leagues  above  the  Natchez  by  water 
and  only  from  fifteen  to  twenty  by  land.  Not  being  able  to 
endure  the  extreme  cold  from  which  he  suffered,  he  left  the 
woods  under  cover  of  the  night,  to  go  and  warm  himself  in 
the  house  of  a Frenchman.  AVhen  he  was  near  it  he  lieard 
the  voices  of  Indians,  and  deliberated  whether  he  should  enter. 


* In  a despatch  made  by  Governor  Perrier  to  the  Minister  in  France, 
dated  the  iSih  March,  H-IO,  he  says; — “ * * A general  assassina- 

tion of  the  Frencli  ensued,  which  occupied  but  little  time  ; one  single 
attack  terminated  it  with  the  exception  of  tlie  house  of  M.  la  Loire  des 
Ursins,  in  which  there  were  eight  men,  six  of  whom  were  killed,  and 
the  remaining  two  escaped  during  the  night — the  Indians  having  been 
unable  to  seize  them  daring  the  day.  M.  la  liOire  des  Ursins  was 
mounted  on  a horse  when  the  attack  commenced,  and  being  unable  to 
regain  his  house,  he  defeiideii  himself  until  he  fell,  having  killed  t-nir 
Indians.  Thus  it  has  cost  the  Natchez  only  tw  elve  men  to  destroy  two 
hundred  and  fifty  of  our  people.” — Gayarre’.s  Ilistoire  de  la  Loni-iane, 
vol.  1,  pp. 
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He  determined,  however,  to  do  so,  preferring'  ratlior  to  j)ori'h 
by  the  hands  of  tliese  barbarians  than  to  die  of  famine'  and 
cold,  lie  was  agreeably  surprised  when  he  found  tlioe 
savages  ready  to  render  him  a service,  to  heap  kindness  u|'<.u 
him,  to  commisserate  him,  to  console  him,  to  furnish  him 
with  provisions,  clothes  and  a boat  to  make  his  escape  to 
New-Orleans.  These  were  the  Yazoos,  who  were  return- 
inof  from  chantinnf  the  calumet,  at  Oumas.  The  Clii<  f 
charged  him  to  say  to  M.  Perrier,  that  he  had  notliinij  to 
fear  on  the  part  of  the  Yazoos,  that  ‘they  would  not  lose 
their  spirit,’ — that  is,  that  they  would  always  remain  attached 
to  the  French,  and  that  he  would  be  constantly  on  the  watch 
with  his  tribe,  to  warn  the  French  boats  that  were  descending 
the  river,  to  be  on  their  guard  against  the  Natchez. 

“We  believed,  for  a long  time,  that  the  promises  of  this 
Chief  were  very  sincere,  and  feared  no  more  Indian  pertidy 
for  our  post  among  the  Yazoos.  Put  learn,  my  reverend 
father,  the  dis[>osition  of  these  Indians,  and  how  little  one  i> 
able  to  trust  their  words,  even  when  accompanied  by  the 
greatest  demonstrations  of  friendshi}>.  Scarcely  had  they  re- 
turned to  their  own  village,  when  loaded  with  present'^  they 
received  from  the  Natchez,  they  f )llowed  th**ir  example  and 
imitated  their  treachery.  Uniting  with  the  Corroys.  tlmy 
aorreed  to"-cthi'r  to  exterminate  the  French.  Thev  began  with 
Father  Suuel,  the  missionary  of  both  tribes,  who  was  thm 
living  in  the  midst  of  them,  in  their  own  \illage.  <bi  tlie 
11th  of  December,  Father  Soucl  was  returning  in  the  evening 
from  visiting  the  (diief,  and  while  in  a ravine,  received  many 
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musket  balls,  and  fell  dead  on  the  spot.  The  Indians  imme-  chapter 
diately  rushed  to  his  cabin  to  plunder  it.  Ilis  negro,  who 
composed  all  his  family  and  all  his  defence,  armed  himself 
with  a wood-cutter's  knife  to  prevent  the  pillage,  and  even 
wounded  one  of  the  savages.  This  zealous  action  cost  liim 
his  life,  but  happily  less  than  a month  before  he  had  received 
baptism,  and  was  living  in  a most  Christian  manner. 

“These  Indians,  who  even  to  that  time  seemed  sensible  of 
the  affection  which  their  missionary  ’bore  them,  reproached 
themselves  for  his  death,  as  soon  as  they  were  ca|)able  of 
reflection ; but  returning  again  to  their  natural  ferocity,  they 
adopted  the  resolution  of  juitling  a finishing  stroke  to  their 
crime,  by  the  dc^striiction  of  the  whole  French  post.  ‘Since 
the  l)lack  Chief  is  ck*ad,’  said  they,  ‘it  is  the  same  as  if  all 
the  French  were  dc-ad ; let  us  not  spare  any.’  The  next  day 
they  executed  their^barbarous  plan.  They -rejtaired,  early  in 
the  morning,  to  the  fort,  which  was  not  more  than  a league 
distant,  and  whose  <.x‘cupants  supposed,  on  their  arrival,  that 
the  Indians  wished  to  chant  the  calumet  to  tlie  Clievalier  des 
Koches,  who  commanded  that  post,  in  the  absence  of  M.  de 
Codere.  lie  had  but  seventeen  men  Avith  him,  who  had  no 
sus]»icion  of  any  evil  design  on  the  ])art  of  the  savages,  and 
were,  therefore,  all  massaered,  not  one  esca])ing  their  fury. 

They,  however,  s]>ared  tin*  lives  of  four  women  and  five 
children,  whom  tlnw  found  there,  and  whom  they  made 
slaves.  One  of  t!ie  Ya/.<)Os  having  stripi)ed  the  nii'sioiiarv, 
clothed  himself  in  his  garnumts.  and  shortly  aft*-r  aiinoune.-d 
to  the  Natchez  that  his  nation  had  redeemed  their  pledge, 
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and  that  the  French,  settled  among  them,  were  all  massacred. 
In  this  city,  there  was  no  longer  any  doubt  on  that  point,-  as 
soon  as  they  learned  what  came  near  beicg  the  fate  of 
Father  Doutrelcaii.  This  missionary  had  availed  himself  of 
the  time  when  the  Indians  were  engaged  in  their  winh-r 
occupations,  to  come  and  see  us,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
some  matters  relating  to  his  mission.  He  set  out  on  the 
first  of  tins  year,  17*30,  and  not  expecting  to  arrive  at  the 
residence  of  Father  Souel,  of  whose  fate  he  w^as  ignorant,  in 
time  to  say  mass,  he  determined  to  say  it  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Little  Yazoo  river,  w^here  his  ]»arty  had  cabined. 

“ As  he  was  preparing  for  the  sacred  olhce,  he  saw  a boat 
full  of  Indians  landing;  they  demanded  from  them  of  what 
nation  they  were.  ‘Yazoos,  comrades  of  the  French,'  they 
replied,  making  a thousand  friendly  demoixtrations  to  th<‘ 
voyagers,  who  accompanied  the  missionary,  and  presenting 
them  with  pro\isions.  AYhile  the  father  was  }»ro}»aring  his 
altar,  a flock  of  bustards  pcissed,  and  the  voyagers  tii-ed  at 
them  the  only  two  guns  they  had,  without  thinking  nt 
re-loading,  as  mass  had  already  commenced.  The  Indians 
noted  this,  and  placed  themselves  behind  the  voyagers,  a<  it 
it  was  their  intention  to  hear  mass,  although  they  were  not 
Christians.  At  the  time  the  father  was  saying  the  Kuril' 
A’A/.sw?,  1 he  Indians  made  their  discharge;  the  mi<sionar\, 
seeing  hims<‘!f  wounded  in  his  right  arm,  and  seeing  one  I't 
the  voyagers  killed  at  his  feet,  and  the  fe>ur  others  lied,  threw 
liimself  on  his  knees  to  reeei\('  the  la>t  fatal  bkov,  whieh  lie 
regarded  as  ine\itable.  In  this  posture  lu‘  received  two  or 
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three  discharges,  but  altlioiigli  the  Indians  fired  while  almost 
touching  him,  yet  they  did  not  inflict  on  him  any  new 
wounds.  Finding  himself  then,  as  it  were,  miraculously 
escaped  from  so  many  mortal  blows,  he  took  to  flight.  Inn  ing 
on,  still,  his  priestly  garments,  and  without  any  other  dctbiice 
than  entire  confidence  in  God,  whose  particular  protection 
was  given  him,  a.s  the  event  proved,  lie  threw  himself  into 
the  water,  and  after  advancing  some  steps,  gained  the  boat, 
in  whicli  two  of  the  voyagers  were  making  their  escape. 
ITiey  had  supposed  him  to  be  killed  by  some  of  the  many 
balls  which  they  had  heard  fired  on  him.  In  climbing  up 
into  the  boat,  and  turning  his  head  to  see  vdiether  any  one 
of  his  pursuers  wjis  following  him  too  closely,  he  received,  in 
the  mouth,  a discharge  of  small  shot,  the  greater  }>art  ot 
which  were  flattencl  aii'ainst  his  teeth,  though  stuiu;  ot  thtun 
entered  his  gums  and  reinained  there  for  a long  time.  I 
hav'e,  myself,  seen  two  of  them.  Father  Doutreleau,  all 
wounded  as  he  was,  undertook  the  duty  of  steering  the  boat, 
while  his  two  companions  placed  themselves  at  the  oars; 
unfortunatelv  one  of  them,  at  setting  out,  had  his  thigh 
broken,  by  a musket  ball,  from  the  efleets  ot  which  he  has 
since  remained  a cripple.  * As  soon  as  they  tound 

themselves  freed  from  tle-ir  enemies,  they  dressed  their 
wounds  as  well  as  they  couM,  and  for  the  purpose  ot  ai<ling 
their  flight  from  that  fatal  sliore,  they  threw  into  the  river 
‘.every  thing  they  had  in  their  boat,  preserving  only  .''(une 
preces  of  raw  bacon,  for  their  nourishment.  It  had  h.-eii 
their  intention  to  stop,  in  l»assing,  at  the  Natchez,  but  having 
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s^ien  the  houses  of  tLo  French  -were  eitliev  deinolisliL-d 
or  burned,  they  did  not  think  it  advi-able  to  listen  to  the 
compliments  of  the  Indians  who,  from  the  bank  of  the  river, 
invited  them  to  land.  I'hey  placed  a wide  distance  between 
them  as  soon  as  possible,  and  thus  shunned  the  balls  whieu 

were  inefr’ectuallv  tired  at  them.  It  was  then  that  tlu-v 

•<  * • 

began  to  distrust  all  the  Indian  nations,  and,  theretbre, 
resolved  not  to  go  near  the  land  until  they  reached  Xew- 
Orleans,  and  aiijtposing  that  the  sa\  ages  might  have  rendered 
themselves  masters  of  it,  to  descend  even  to  the  Fali/.e, 
where  they  hoped  to  find  some  French  vessel  })ro\ided  to 
receive  the  wreck  of  the  colony.  ^ ^ ^ j camu.tt 

express  to  you,  my  reverend  father,  the  great  satisfaction  1 
felt  at  seeing  Father  .1  )outreleau,  his  arm  in  a scarf,  arrive  (in 
Xew-Orleans)  after  a voyage  of  more  than  four  lumde  d 
leagues,  all  the  clothes  he  hail  oii  having  been  borrowed, 
except  his  cassock.  My  surprise  was  increased  at  the  recital 
of  his  adventures.  I jdaced  him,  immediately,  in  the  hauib 
of  brother  Ihirisel,  who  examined  his  wounds,  and  ’s\li‘» 
dressed  them  with  great  care  and  s}»eedy  success.  llw 
inissionarv  was  not  yet  entirely  cured  of  his  woumh,  when 
he  de)>art('d  to  act  as  chaplain  to  the  Frem-h  army,  as  he  had 
promised  the  ofiicers,  in  accordance  with  their  re<|Ue<t. 

-Y:  Y:  Y:  * 

“IxnowiiiL'^  as  vou  do,  my  reverend  father,  the  \i'j;ilance 
and  the  ovoight  of  our  governor,  you  can  well  imagine  tii.o 
lie  did  not  sleep  in  this  sa<l  cri>is  in  which  we  now  f -uii-i 
ourselves.  AVe  may  say,  without  tlattory,  that  he  surpa— d 
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himself  by  the  rapid  movements  he  made,  and  by  the  -wise  chapter 
measures  he  adopted  to  revenge  the  French  blood  which 
had  been  slied,  and  to  prevent  the  evils  with  which  almost 
) all  the  })osts  of  the  colony  were  threatened.  As  soon  as  he 

w'as  apj)ii<ed  of  this  unexpected  attack,  by  the  Xatche/ 

Indians,  he  caused  the  new.s  to  be  carried  to  all  the  posts, 
and  even  as  far  as  the  Illinois,  not  by  the  ordinary  route  of 
the  river,  which  was  closed,  but  on  one  side  by  the  Xatchi- 
tCH'hes  and  the  Arkansas,  and  the  other  by  ^lobile  and  the 
i Chickasaw.  He  invited  tlie  neiti'hbors,  who  were  our  allies, 

I ^ 0 7 7 

I and  particulaily  the  Choctaws,  to  avenge  this  outrage,  lie 

I furnished  arms  and  ammunition  to  all  the  houses  of  the  city 

and  to  the  jdantations.  He  caused  two  ships,  that  is,  the 
Hue  do  Fourl^on  and  the  Alexandre,  to  ascend  the  river  as 
far  :is  the  Toniva*.  These  ships  were  like  two  good  fortn'sses 
against  the  insults  of  the  Indians,  and  in  case  of  attack,  two 
certain  asylums  for  the  women  and  children.  He  caused  a 
ditch  to  be  dug  entirely  around  the  city,  and  placed  guard 
houses  at  the  four  extremities.  He  organized  for  its  detence 
many  companies  of  citv  militia,  wdio  mounted  guard  during 
the  w liole  ni'.rht.  As  there  wjvs  more  to  fear  in  the  grants 
and  in  the  ]»Ianlations  than  in  the  city,  he  fortitied  tln-m  with 
the  most  care.  He  had  good  forts  erected  at  Chapitt)ulas, 

Cannes,  Iwfdvs,  Altemands,  Fayagoulas,  and  I'ointe  Couj'ce. 

“A:  ri>t,  our  irovernor,  li'^tening  only  to  the  dictatv>  ot  his 
own  cv‘iirauw\  a.hg-t.'d  the  design  of  placing  himself  at  tlie 
head  of  tlie  :n>.p^,  but  it  wa-^  rt'prcsentcd  to  him  that  he 
ought  m>:  to  -piit  New-Orh-ans,  where  his  pri*>cnce  was 
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absolutely  necessary  ; tliat  there  vva.s  danger  of  the  Choctaw.s 
determining  to  fall  upon  the  city,  if  it  should  be  deprived  of 
its  troops ; ancl  the  negroes,  to  free  themselves  from  slavery, 
might  join  them,  as  some  had  done  with  the  Natchez. 
Moreover,  he  could  feel  perfectly  easy  vith  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  troops,  as  the  Chevalier  I)e  Loubois,  with 
whose  experience  and  bravery  he  was  well  ac(|uainted,  had 
been  appointed  to  command  them.  AVhilst  our  little  army 
was  repairing  to  the  Tonicas,  seven  hundred  Choctaws,  mus- 
tered and  conducted  by  M.  De  Sueur,  marched  towards  the 
Natchez.  Yle  were  informed,  by  a party  of  these  peo])le, 
that  the  Natchez  were  not  at  all  on  their  guard,  but  passed 
all  their  nights  in  dancing.  The  Choctaws  took  them, 
therefore,  by  surprise,  and  made  a descent  on  them,  the  2‘7th 
January,  at  the  break  of  day.  Tn  less  than  three  hours  they 
had  delivered  fifty-nine  poisons,  both  women  and  childivu, 
with  the  tailor  and  carpenter,  and  one  hundred  and  six 
negroes  or  negro  women,  with  their  children.  They  made 
eighteen  of  the  Natchez  prisoners,  and  took  sixty  scalps. 
They  would  have  taken  more,  if  they  had  not  been  intent  on 
freeing  the  slaves,  as  they  had  been  directed.  They  had  but 
two  men  killed  and  seven  or  eight  wounded.  They  eneam}>- 
ed,  with  their  prizes,  at  the  grant  of  St.  Catherine,  in  a mere 
park  enclosed  with  stakes.  The  victory  would  have  been 
complete,  if  they  had  waited  the  arrival  ot  the  French  army, 
as  had  been  agreed  upon  by  their  deputies.'* 


* MoneUc,  Marlin,  and  other  modern  aulhors,  t^tuto  that  LeSenr 
advanced  from  the  Tonihighy,  with  t^i.v  hundreil  warriors,  and  near 
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“The  Xatchez,  seeing  themselves  attacked  by  the  formida- 
ble Choctaws,  regarded  their  defeat  as  certain,  and  shutting 
themselves  up  in  two  forts,  passed  the  following  nights  in 
dancing  their  death  dance.  In  their  speeches,  we  heard 
them  reproaching  the  Choctaws  for  their  perfidy  in  declaring 
in  favor  of  the  French,  contrary  to  the  }>ledge  they  had  given^ 
to  unite  with  them  for  our  destruction.  Three  days  before 
this  action,  the  Sieur  Mesplex  landed  at  the  Xatchez  with 
five  other  Frenchmen;  they  had  volunteered  to  M.  De  Loubois, 
to  carry  to  the  Indians  negociadons  for  peace,  that  they 
might  be  able,  under  this  pretext,  to  gain  information  with 
regard  to  their  force  and  their  present  situation.  lUit,  in 
descending  from  their  boat,  they  encountered  a party  who, 
without  giving  them  time  to  speak,  killed  three  of  their  men 
and  made  the  other  three  prisoners.  The  next  day  they 
sent  one  of  these  prisoners  with  a letter,  in  Avhich  they 
demanded,  as  hostages,  the  Sieur  Broutin,  who  had  formerly 
been  commander  among  them,  and  the  Chief  of  the  Tonicas. 
Besides,  they  demanded,  as  the  ransom  for  the  women,  chil- 
dren and  slaves,  two  hundred  guns,  two  hundred  barrels  of 
powder,  two  thousand  gun  fiints,  two  hundred  knives,  two 
hundred  hatchet^,  two  hundred  jhckaxes,  five  hogsheads  of 
brandy,  tv.enty  casks  of  wine,  twenty  barrels  of  vermilion, 
two  hundred  shirts,  twenty  }>ieces  of  liinbourg,  twenty  pieces 

Pearl  river  increased  his  force  to  twelve  ImnJrcJ.  Arriving  near 
Natchez,  and  learning  the  unguarded  condition  of  the  Indians  of  thai 
place,  the  Choctaws  fell  upon  them,  in  spite  the  entreaties  of  LeSeiir, 
who  urged  them  to  await  tho  arrival  of  the  French  army. 
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of  clotli,  twenty  coats  with  lace  on  the  seams,  twentv  liat> 
bordered  with  plumes,  and  a hundred  coats  of  a plainer'kind. 
llieir  design  was  to  massacre  the  French,  who  should  bring 
these  goods.  On  the  very  same  day,  with  every  refine- 
ment in  cruelty,  they  burned  the  Sieur  Mesplex  and  hi> 
companion. 

“On  the  8th  February,  the  French,  with  the  Tonicas  and 
some  other  small  tribes  from  the  lower  end  of  the  ^Mississipja, 
arrived  at  the  Xatchez,  and  seized  their  temple,  dedicated  to 
the  Sun.  The  impatience  and  impracticability  of  the  Choc- 
taws, who,  like  all  these  Indians,  are  capable  of  striking  only 
one  blow  and  then  disperse — the  small  number  of  French 
soldiers,  who  found  themselves  worn  down  by  fatigues — the 
want  of  provisions,  which  the  Indians  stole  from  the  French — 
the  failure  of  ainmunition,  with  which  they  were  not  abb*  t<> 
satisfy  the  Choctaws,  who  wasted  one  part  of  it,  and  ]>]acetl 
the  other  in  reserve  to  be  used  in  hunting — the  resistance  "f 
the  Natchez,  who  were  well  fortified,  and  who  fought  in  despe- 
ration— all  these  things  decided  ns  to  listen  to  the  }»rojio"i- 
tions  which  the  besieged  made,  after  the  trenches  had  been 
0}>ened  for  seven  davs.  They  threatened,  if  we  persi>ted  in 
the  siege,  to  burn  those  of  the  French  who  remained;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  offered  to  restore  them,  if  we  would 
withdraw'  our  seven  }>ieces  of  cannon.  These,  in  reality,  l"r 
want  of  a good  gunner,  and  under  ju’esent  circumstances,  w itc 
scarcelv  in  a fit  state  to  give  them  any  fear. 

“These  propositions  were  accepted,  and  fullillc<l  on  l>oth 
sides.  On  the  ‘2oth  of  Febniary,  the  besieged  faithfully  r<*- 
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stored  all  that  they  had  promised,  while  the  besiegers  retired 
with  their  cannon  to  a small  fort  which  they  had  hastily  built 
on  the  Escore,  near  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  always  keep- 
ing the  Xatchez  in  check,  and  ensuring  a passage  to  the 
voyagers.  Governor  Perrier  gave  the  command  of  it  to  M. 
D’Artaguette,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  intrepidity  with 
which,  during  the  siege,  he  had  exposed  himself  to  the  great- 
est dangers,  and  everywhere  braved  death. 

“ Before  the  Choctaws  had  determined  to  fall  upon  the 
Natchez,  they  ha<l  been  to  them  to  convey  the  calumet, 
and  were  received  in  a very  novel  manner.  They  found 
them  and  their  horses  adorned  with  chasubles  and  drapery  of 
the  altars  ; many  wore  patterns  about  their  necks,  and  drank, 
and  gave  to  drink,  of  brandy  in  the  chalices  and  the  pyx. 
And  the  Choctaws  tlnunseh  es,  Avhen  they  had  gained  tlu-se 
articles  by  pillaging  our  enemies,  renewed  this  profano  sacri- 
lege, by  making  the  same  use  of  our  ornaments  and  sacred 
vessels  in  their  dances  and  sports.  We  were  never  able  to 
recover  more  than  a small  portion  of  them.”* 

Here  Father  Le  Petit  discontinues  his  detail  of  the  Natchez 
war,  and  ends  his  letter  with  some  remarks  upon  the  character 
of  the  Illinois  and  several  other  tril>es  of  Indians.  He  aj>pears 
to  have  deemed  it  a very  great  outrage  that  the  Natchez  tliu< 

Early  Jesuit  ^Missions  in  North  America,”  eompilol  .and 
translated  from  the  U tters  of  the  I'rench  .Tesuits,  with  notes  hy  the  IL  v. 
la^uah.'ini  Kij>,  .M.A.,  Corresponding  Metnherof  tlie  Now- Vork  lli?tori- 
1 cal  Society.  New-York;  1816.  See  Part  pp.  2G7-dOU. 
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prostituted  their  holy  vessels  and  priestly  robes,  yet  he  an- 
nounces that  the  French  army  “arrived  at  the  Natchez  an>l 
seized  their  temple,  dedicated  to  the  Sun,”  which  thev,  no 
doubt,  also  destroyed.  The  religion  of  the  Natchez  was 
sacred  to  the  Natchez,  as  the  religion  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
was  to  the  good  Father  Le  Petit. 

The  Natchez  Chiefs  proposed  to  surrender  more  than  two 
himdrcd  prisoners,  if  the  French  commander  would  remove 
his  artillery  and  withdraw  his  forces,  or  else  all  the  prisoners 
would  be  consumed  by  fire.  Loubois,  to  save  the  lives  of 
these  miserable  captives,  consented,  yet  ^^ith  the  secret  inten- 
tion of  wreaking  his  vengeance  upon  the  Indians  as  soon  :ls 
the  prisoners  were  in  his  possession.  Put  he  was  sadly  disap- 
pointed, for  the  Indians,  suspecting  treachery  on  his  j)art,  took 
ad\antage  of  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  one  night 
evacuated  the  fort,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  the  opposite  shore 
of  the  MLssissi])pi  with  all  their  women  and  children.  The 
prisoners  were  found  in  the  fort,  agreeably  to  the  tro.at}  . 
Loubois  Avas  astonished  at  the  dexterous  manoeuvre,  but  h<- 
saw'  the  folly  of  pursuing  the  foe,  who  had  now  secreted  tliem- 
selves  in  the  vast  swamjis.  He  began  the  erection  ot  a t-.r- 
raced  fort  upon  the  verge  of  the  bliiir,  and  leaving  llu*ro  a 
garrison  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  retururd  with 
his  troops  and  the  rescued  jtrisoners  to  New-Orleans. 

The  largest  portion  of  the  Natchez,  conducted  by  the  Croat 
Sun,  established  themselves  “u]H)n  tlie  lower  '\Va>hita.  on  the 
pc»int  betweeti  Littlo  river  and  the  Wa>hila,  just  below  the 
mouth  of  Little  river,  where  the  Washita  assumes  the  nain*'  »'f 
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Black  river.”'^  Here  the  ]S^atcliez  placed  about  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  a state  of  defence,  by  the  erection  of  large 
and  small  mounds  and  extensive  embankments.  Other  por- 
tions of  this  tribe  sought  an  asylum  among  the  Chickasaws, 
while  others  wandered  still  further  cast,  and  took  up  their 
abode  upon  a portion  of  the  territory  now  embraced  in  Talla- 
dega county,  Alabama.  The  English  traders  of  Carolina,  it 
is  said,  rejoiced  in  the  destruction  of  the  French,  and  many  of 
them,  then  residing  among  tlie  Chickasaws,  urged  those  peo- 
pie  and  the  refugee  Nateliez,  to  engage  in  a vigorous  warfare, 
and  not  only  to  defend  their  soil,  but  to  exterminate  the 
French.  In  the  meantime,  Governor  Perrier  made  preparations 
to  follo  w up  the  Natchez  upon  the  Washita,  but  liis  exertions 
were,  to  some  extent,  defeated  by  a serious  negro  insurrection, 
which  occurred  upon  the  plantations  in  the  vicinity  of  New- 
Orleans. 

However,  upon  the  10th  of  August,  one  of  the  company’s 
ships  arrived  at  the  Balize  with  some  troops  and  supplies. 
Although  mortified  that  tlie  reinforcement  was  so  small,  Per- 
rier added  them  to  the  colonial  troops,  and,  procuring  a Choc- 
taw force  at  Mobile,  left  New-Orleans  with  an  army  of  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  which  was  increased  on  the  way  to  one  thou- 
sand, by  Indian  allies.  Peaching  the  mouth  of  Black  river, 
they  at  length  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  stronghold.  The 
troops  were  disembarked,  the  fort  invested,  and  for  throe  days 
the  besieged  maile  a spirited  resistance,  when  they  made 

* Monelte’s’ History  «.»!  the  V'alloy  o(  the  Missis'^ippi,  vol.  1,  p-  ~G7. 
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propositions  Avliich  l^errier  rejected.  At  length  the 
consented  to  surrender  the  Great  Sun  and  one  War  Cldof,  whi.  li 
the  governor  refused.  They  tlien  consented  to  sunvnd*  r 
sixty-five  men  and  about  hvo  hundred  Avomcn  and  chiMr- n. 
upon  coiidition  that  their  lives  should  be  spared.  r 

once  more  o]iened  his  artillery  upon  them  ; but  a heavv  rain, 
which  continued  until  night,  silenced  his  batteries.  AMi-  n 
night  set  in,  the  Natchez  began  to  escape  from  their  dof-Mu-. '. 
an^  make  their  way  up  the  river,  in  the  midst  of  a tfiii] 
of  wind  and  rain.  The  Indian  allies  went  in  pursuit. 
returned  with  one  hundred  prisoners.  The  next  day  IVrr;-  r 
demolished  the  outworks  of  the  fort  and  began  his  vova-i*'  P* 
New-Orleans,  where  he  arrived,  in  due  time,  with  four  lui’. 
dred  and  twenty -seven  captives  of  the  Natchez  tribe.  At  tie 
head  of  them  were  tin*  Great  S.un  and  several  priueijial  Glii- 
Soon  afterwards,  they  were  all  shipped  to  St.  1 lomingo  ai.a 
sold  as  slaves.'-"  Those  of  the  Abitchez  who  escaped  duin 
the  stormy  night,  rallied  again  and  collected  in  one  bo.lv. 
near  the  French  settlements  on  lied  river.  They  then  marJe  •! 

*“  The  French  army  re-emharkccl,  and  carried  the  Natehe/. 
to  Ncvs'-Orleans,  where  they  were  put  in  prison;  hut  alieiwatd.-.  '> 
avoid  the  infection,  the  women  anil  llu'  ehddren  were  disposed  » : • 

the  King’s  jilantation  and  eUewluTe.  Among  tliese  women  wa-  ; ' 
Female  Sun,  called  the  Stung  Arm,  who  then  told  me  all  .'•lu- hail  d.- 
in  order  to  cave  the  French.  Sometime  after,  these  .-laves  w.  le  < n. 
barked  for  St.  Dcmingo.in  order  to  root  out  that  nation  in  the  e- ' 

♦ ♦ * * and  thus  that  nation,  the  most  oon.-pieuous  in  the  c-  •'  ' 

and  the  most  u.seful  to  the  Freneh,  was  destroyed.” — Du  Prat/,  p. 
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and  attacked  the  }x>stin  a Tno;"ii  furious  manner,  but  St.  ]l>en3’s, 
the  commandant,  an  intrepid  oftcer,  repelled  them,  with  the 
loss  of  ninety-two  braves,  including  all  their  Chiefs.  The 
remnant  escaped  b)’  flight.  This  was  the  closing  scene  in  the 
Natchez  drama,  and  ended  the  existence  of  these  brave  Indians 
as  a distinct  tribe.* 


* In  relation  to  the  massacre  at  Natchez,  and  the  final  defeat  of  those 
Indians,  I have  carefully  consulted  the  following  authorities  : — DuPraiz’.s 
Louisiana  ; London,  1771. — Bossu's  Travels  in  Loui.-iana,  vol.  1 ; Lon- 
don, 1771. — Menioire  Historique  et  Politique  sur  la  Louisiane,  par  M.  de 
Vergciines,  Minisire  de  Louis  XVI.  ; A Paris,  161)2. — Voyage  a la  Lou- 
isiane, par  B***  D ; Paris,  161)2.  — .Memoires  Historique  sur  la  Louisi- 
ane, par  M.  Duniont ; A Baris,  1753. — Kip’s  Early  Jesuit  Missions; 
New-York,  16TG. — Gayarre’s  Histoire  de  la  Louisiane. — Martin’s  His- 
tory of  Louisiana  ; New-Orleans,  1627. — Stoddart's  Sketches,  historical 
and  descriptive,  of  Louisiana  ; Bliiladelpliia,  1612. — Monette’s  History 
of  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi  ; New'-York,  164G. 
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CHAPTEE  YlII. 

THE  ENGLISH  IN  GEORGIA. 

We  have  shown  that  Soiith-Carolina  had  been  establi-'lic-l  j 
as  a colony  for  some  years,  that  its  seat  of  government  va' 
at  Charleston,  and  that  its  inliabitants,  in  endeavoring  t * 
extend  the  English  trade  to  all  the  Western  Indian  nation>  .t' 
far  as  the  Mississippi  river,  had  many  conflicts  and  difficult i-  ' 
with  the  Frencli,  who  occupied  the  territory  of  Alahatiia. 
They  were  also  constantly  opposed  by  the  Spaniards  of  tf' 
Floridas.  In  order  to  interpose  a barrier  to  these  focs,  .i' 
well  as  to  protect  the  citizens  from  the  attacks  of  the  Cr«-< 
Indians,  the  Xing  of  England  and  the  British  I’ai-liam-u.' 
listened  to  a proposition  of  a great  philanthropist,  to  i>lanl  a 
colony  upon  the  western  bank  of  the  Savannah  livcr.  Ih' 
motives,  purely  noble  and  disinterested,  originated  in  a (.l«->i‘’''‘ 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  many  unfortunate  pcoj-K-  m 
England.  To  carry  out  his  j)lans  c>f  humanity,  he  was  wi.l* 
ing  that  the  Jving  should  blend  with  them  politic  mea'ur< ' 
for  the  advancement  of  this,  liis  most  Scuithern  province,  .lu  i 
it  was  determined  that  “silk,  wine,  and  oil  should  he  culti- 
vated most  abundantly.’’ 
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James  Ogletliorpe,  a descendant  of  one  of  tlie  oldest  and 
most  influential  families  of  England,  was  born  on  the  2 2d 
Deceml^er,  1G88,  and  after  graduating  at  Oxford  University, 
was  commissioned  an  ensign  in  the  British  array.  In  IT  13, 
he  accompanied  the  Earl  of  Petersbourg,  then  Ambassador  to 
the  Italiiin  States,  in  the  capacity  of  aid-de-camp.  Returning 
to  England,  a year  afterwards,  he  was  promoted  to  a captain- 
cy in  the  first  troop  of  Queen  Anne’s  Guard,  and  was  soon  an 
adjutant-general  of  the  Queen’s  forces.  He  was  next  trans- 
ferred to  the  post  of  aid-de-camp  to  Prince  Eugene,  the  first 
geiiei-al  of  the  age,  and  was  with  him  amid  all  the  sanguinary 
battles  fought  between  the  Austrians  and  the  Turks,  upon 
the  frontiei’s  of  Hungary.  AVhen  these  wai*s  were  over, 
Oglethorpe  returned  to  England,  and  in  1722  was  elected 
a member  to  tlie  Britidi  Parliament,  an  here  he  soon  became 
useful  and  influential. 

Oglethorpe  caused  an  investigation  to  -be  made  into  the 
state  of  the  English  prisons,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  they 
groaned  witli  thousands  of  poor  wretches  who  had  been 
imprisoned  many  years  for  debt.  That  tlie  kingdom  of 
England  also  contained  thousands,  “descended  of  good  fami- 
lies,” who  Avere  in  destitute  circumstances,  and  that  hun- 
dreds of  German  exiles,  driven  from  their  native  country 
by  religious  junsecution,  Avero  starving  among  them.  He 
brought  this  unha]']»y  state  of  tilings  before  the  King  and 
Parliament,  and,  by  his  zeal  and  ability,  succeedod  in  proeiir- 
' ing  a charter  for  the  colonization  of  Georgia,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  Avere  to  consist  of  these  distressed  ]>eoi»le.  Ho 
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resolved,  himself,  to  embark  with  the  first  emigrants.  'rh.  \ 

consisted  of  thirty  families,  numbering,  collectively,  

hundred  and  twenty-iive  souls.  Entering  the  sea  fr<un  tl..* 
Thames,  the  vessel,  after  a long  voyage  across  the  Atlant;!-. 
furled  its  sails  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston.  Ogktl...ij, 
landed,  and  was  received  with  attention  by  the  Governor  .-m  l 
Council  of  South-Carolina.  The  King’s  pilot  carried  the 
into  Port  Royal,  while  small  vessels  were  furnished  to  c<ui\*  v 
tije  emigrants  to  the  Savannah  river.  Leaving  his  pe<>i'l--  .v 
Beaufort,  and  accompanied  by  Colonel  Bull,  of  South-<  ar.'!: 
na,  Oglethorpe  ascended  the  Savannah,  and  launche<l  Iv' 
boat  at  the  splendid  bluff,  which  now  forms  the  site  of  if- 
commercial  emporium  of  Georgia.  At  the  northern  md  <•! 
this  bluff,  the  great  philanthropist  came  upon  an  linlia:. 
tov.m,  called  Yamacraw,  the  chief  of  which  was  nana 
Tomochichi,  and  wliere  Musgrove,  a Carolina  trader,  mat n- i 
to  a half-breed  named  Mary,  had  established  liimselfA' 

This  Indian,  ?»Iary,  was  born  in  the  year  1700,  at  tin' t.  nn 
of  Coweta,  upon  the  Chaftahoochie,  in  Alabama. 

Indian  name  was  Consaponaheeso,  and  by  maternal  d»-M-M 
she  was  one  of  the  Queens  of  the  Muscogee  nation,  and  if 
Indians  conceded  to  her  the  title  of  princess.  M hen  t-  a 
yearn  of  age,  her  father  took  her  to  Ponpon,  in  South-t 'ai  -*^ 
na,  where  she  w'as  baptised,  educated  and  iustnnt'd  in 

^Stevens’  IIi.=ilory  of  (toortria,  vol.  1,  jip.  .')8-7n-?D.  ‘ ' 

Historical  Colloclions,  vul.  1,  pp.  It-1 1-1*7-107-174.  .MoCall’:-  H -t 
ry  of  Georgia,  vol.,  l,pp. 
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CliristiaTiity.  Afterwards,  she  fled  back  to  her  forest  home, 
laid  aside  the  civilization  of  the  British,  and  assumed  the  ease 
and  treedom  of  the  happy  Muscogee.  In  171G,  Colonel 
John  Musgrove  was  despatched  to  the  Chattahoochie,  by  the 
goveriiiijent  of  Carolina,  to  form  a treaty  of  alliance  with  the 
Creeks,  with  whom  that  colony  had  been  at  war.  It  was 
there  stipulated  that  the  Creeks  were  to  remain  the  free 
occupants  of  all  the  lands  east,  as  far  as  the  Savannah  river. 
The  sou  of  the  British  negotiator,  John  Musgrove,  had 
accompanied  his  father  to  Coweta,  and  falling  in  love  with 
the  princess  ISfarv,  made  lier  his  wife.  After  remaining  in 
the  nation  several  years,  and  after  the  birth  of  their  only 
child,  they  removed  to  South-Carolina.  There  residing  seven 
years  in  much  hapj.iness,  they  afterwards  established  them- 
selves upon  Yamaeraw  Bluif,  at  the  head  of  an  e\tensi\c 
trading  house,  and  where  Oglethorpe  found  them,  as  we 
have  jiHt  observed.  By  his  alliance  with  this  remarkable 
woman,  who  was  well  versed  in  the  Indian  and  Knglhh 
languages,  Musgrove  c>btained  consideiable  influence  over  lh«‘ 
natives,  and  became  exceedingly  wealthy.  Mary  was,  after- 
wards, the  warm  friend  of  Oglethorpe,  and  several  times 
saved  the  eaily  colonists  e>f  Ceorgia  fouu  savage  butchery. 

Oglethorpe  returned  to  Beaufort,  and,  collecting  his  colo- 
nists, sailed  up  the  Sa\annah,  and  landing  at  the  blutf,  where 
now  stands  the  beautiful  city,  immediately  disemharki-d  and 
pitched  four  large  tents.  Here  the  emigrants  sj>ent  their 
fiisit  night  in  Ceorgia.  The  Indians  received  them  \\ith 
hospitality,  and  ga\e  j»ledges  of  future  friendship.  Ogle- 
17* 
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tliorpe  marked  out  the  streets  auO  squares;  all  vtrs  bu<ilo 
and  actinty,  aud  it  was  not  long  before  Savannah  a^isunu-.l 
something  of  the  appearance  of  a town.  A small  fort  \\;i> 
established  at  the  edge  of  the  bluff,  as  a place  of  refuge,  an.,1 
some  artillery  wavS  mounted  upon  it.  Fort  Argyle  was  built 
at  the  narrow  passage  of  the  Ogechee,  above  the  inoutli  uf 
Canouchee,  to  defend  the  inhabitants  against  inland  invasion 
from  the  Spaniards  of  St.  Augustine. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  Oglethorpe  despatched  rimiiei-s  t-> 
the  Lower  Creek  nation,  and  having  assembled  eightoi-n 
Chiefs  and  their  attendant^,  at  Savannah,  he  formed  a tr.-aty 
with  them,  in  which  they  relinquished  to  the  British  go\e  rn- 
ment  the  lands  between  the  Savannah  and  tlie  Altamaha. 
It  was  also  stipulated,  among  other  things,  that  Fngb'b 
tradei’s  should  be  allowed  to  cstabli>h  themsehu-s  in  any  I'.irt 
of  the  Creek  nation.  Their  goods  were  to  be  sold  at  tixtd 
rates:  thus,  a white  blanket  was  set  down  at  live  bnekskiu-, 
a gun  at  ten,  a hatchet  at  three  doeskins,  a knife  at  ''ii.-. 
and  so  on.  Keturning  to  Charlt'^fon,  after  this  inqiorl.’.i.t 
treaty,  a dinner  was  given  to  the  ]diilanthropi:st  by  tk- 
legislative  bodies,  which  he  returned  by  a ball  and  supper 
the  ladies. 

A company  of  forty  Jews,  acting  under  the  broad  print  u 
pies  of  the  charter,  which  gave  freedom  to  all  religion'^,  >a\-‘ 
that  of  the  llomi>h  Churcli,  landed  at  Savannah.  MuJi 
dissatisfaction,  botli  in  England  and  America,  arose  in  ci'U'  * 
quence  of  the  appearance  of  these  Isratdites,  and  < 'gU  tlift  | «' 
Wits  solicited  to  send  them  immediately  from  the  oJuiv. 
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He,  however,  generously  permitted  them  to  remain,  which  chapter 
was  one  of  the  wisest  acts  of  his  life,  for  they  and  their 
descendants  were  highly  instrumental  in  developing  the  com- 
mercial resources  of  this  wild  land.  There  also  came,  in  the  1734 
months  of  September  and  October,  three  hundred  and  forty- 
one  Salzburgers,  driven  from  Germany  for  their  religious 
opinions,  and  Oglethorpe  settled  them  above  Savannah,  on 
the  river  of  that  name,  where  they  formed  a town,  and 
named  it  Ebenezer.  d’hese  people  were  succeeded  by  many 
Highlanders,  from  Scotland,  who,  being  brave  and  hardy, 
were  located  upon  the  banks  of  the  Altamaha,  the  most 
exposed  part  of  the  colony,  where  they  founded  the  town  of 
Darien. 

In  the  meantime,  Oglethorpe  had  made  a voyage  to 
England,  taking  with  him  Tomochichi,  the  Chief  of  Yama- 
crawg  Senanky,  his  wife,  Tooanhouie,  their  nephew,  Ilillij'ili, 
the  War  Captain,  and  live  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokees.  He  was 
most  graciously  received  by  the  ruling  powem  of  England, 
and  bv  her  citizens;  and  his  noble  and  disinterested  exertions 
were  universallv  approved.  In  due  time  he  returned  to 
Georgia,  witli  his  Indian  tricnds. 

The  lands,  between  Ebenezer  and  Eriar  (h-eek,  belong<  <l  to 
the  Uchees,  who  refused  to  dispose  ot  them.  Ihit  to  secure 
this  part  of  the  country,  two  forts  were  built  on  the  South- 
Carolina  side  of  the  ri\er,  which  ansNvt,-red  the  purpose. 
Establishments  were  also  made  at  Silv(u*  niull,  and  at  the 
falls  of  the  Savannah,  ^^here  the  town  of  Augu>ta  was  laid  1:3^ 
out,  warehouses  erected,  and  a garrison  thrown  into  a small 
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CHAPTER  fort.  Augusta  immediately  became  a general  resort  tbr 
Indian  traders,  where  they  purchased  annually  about  two 
thousand  |)ack-horse  loads  of  peltry.  Six  hundred  wiiitc 
persons  \vere  engaged  in  this  trade,  including  townsm.-n, 
pack-horse  men,  and  servants.  Boats,  each  capable  of  carry- 
ing down  the  river  a large  quantity  of  peltry,  were  Iniilr, 
and  four  or  five  voyages  were  annually  made  with  them  t<* 
Charleston.  A trading  highway  was  opened  to  Savannah  on 
which  few  of  the  creeks  were  bridged,  or  marshes  and 
swamps  causewayed. 

He  who  became  the  wealthiest  and  most  conspicuou-' 
of  all  these  Indian  traders,  was  George  Galphiii,  a native  of 
Ireland.  AVhen  quite  a young  man,  he  established  hini>rlf 
upon  the  site  of  De  Soto’s  Jiiicieiit  Cutifachiqiii,  where  that 
remarkable  adventurer  fii*st  discovered  the  Savannah  rivor,  in 
1540.  Upon  the  site  of  this  old  Indian  town,  on  the  east 
bluft' of  the  Savannah,  in  Barnwell  Itistrict,  South-Garolina, 
now  called  Silver  Blutf,  and  at  present  the  ]>ropcrtv  of  <>ov. 

1737  Hammond,  young  Galphin  first  l)egun  to  trade  with  tin* 
Creek  Indians.  Although  he  made  Silver  IMutf  his  Inad- 
quartei-s,  he  had  trading  liouses  in  Savannah  and  Augn>t.i. 
He  was  a man  of  fine  address,  great  souse,  commanding:  p*  r- 
son,  untiring  energy,  and  nnsnrpa.-'Se'I  bravery.  Ili>  p«>"<T 
was  felt  and  his  inriinMice  extendcil  even  to  the  bank-^  ot  tin 
Mis><issij)pi.  Among  the  Upper  atid  Lowvt  Giveks,  ( hero- 
kec-s  Chickasaws  and  ('hoctaw".  he  sent  forth  nunn*roU'^  paek- 
horse  men,  with  \ariou<  merehainli/e,  who  brought  ba«k  to 
Georgia  almo.^'t  countless  ^kins  and  furs,  kegs  of  beats 
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kickory-nut  oil,  snake  root  and  medicinrd  barks,  wlilcli  he 
shipped  to  Eng-land.  He  often  'went  himself  into  these  na- 
tions, fearlessly  trading  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
French  Fort  Toulouse,  upon  the  Coosa.  Commercial  policy 
and  an  amorous  disposition  ied  him  to  form  connections  with 
several  females,  who  were  called  his  wives,  and  from  whom 
descended  many  intelligent  and  induential  persons,  now  in- 
habiting Georgia,  Alabama,  and  the  xVrkansas  Territory. 

Among  the  jia^sengers  who  came  out  with  Oglethorpe, 
upon  his  return  to  America,  were  the  celebrated  Methodists, 
John  and  Charles  Wesley,  who  eat  at  the  table  of  the  philan- 
thropist, and  who  received  from  him  much  kindness  iind 
courtesy,  during  a st'U'my  and  dangerous  voyage.  Tlieir 
object  was  to  make  religious  impressions  upon  the  minds  of 
the  Indians.  Among  the  colonists,  with  whom  they  resided 
many  years,  they  became  not  only  uii])Opular,  but  very  ob- 
noxious. They  tinally  retuincd  to  England  much  mortili('d 
and  much  disapp»)inttd.  Stevens  thus  speaks  of  these  talvutod 
and  ])ious  men; — “The  ])roceedings  of  the  Wc^h‘v's  in 
Georgia  have,  indeed,  been  violently  assailed ; and  even 
writers,  who  can  otl'er  no  excuse  for  tiieir  ignorance,  accuse 
them  of  immorality  and  blame.  Gut  it  was  not  so.  They 
were  men  delicately  brought  iij>,  of  tine  sensibilities,  of  t-ulii- 
vated  minds,  of  deep  learning  and  of  ardent  devotion.  * 
Accom]>li>hed,  though  reserved  in  their  manners, — jissocialing 
from  childhood  with  n-tined  and  learned  society, — they  could 
not  conf  am  at  once  to  the  tastes  and  habits  of  coinmunitiis 
like  tho.'O  of  Sava»mah  and  Frederica,  but  were  rather  rej»el- 
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led  by  the  gross  immoralities  and  offensive  manners  of  the 
early  colonists.  Their  error  was,  especially  in  John,  of  hold- 
ing too  high  ideas  of  ecclesiastical  authority,  and  the  being 
too  rigid  and  re|)ulsive  in  their  pastoral  duties.  They  stood 
firmly  on  little  things,  as  well  as  on  great,  and  held  the  reins 
of  church  discipline  with  a tightness  unsuitable  to  an  infimt 
colony.  But  no  other  blame  can  attach  to  them.”"^ 

Tlie  colony  of  Georgia  had  prospered  under  the  wise 
guidance  of  Oglethorpe.  Five  principal  towns  had  been 
surveyed  and  settled;  Augusta,  Ebenezer,  Savannah,  New 
Inverness,  and  P'rederica,  besides  forts  and  villages.  More 
than  one  thousand  persons  had  been  sent  to  Georgia,  on  the 
account  of  the  trustees  alone,  while  hundreds  of  other  emi- 
grants came  at  their  own  ex])ense.  The  colonists  being  from 
difierent  nations,  were  various  in  their  characters  and  religous 
creeds.  Vaudois,  Swiss,  Piedmontese,  Germans,  ^Moravians, 
Jews  from  Portugal,  Iliglilanders,  English,  and  Italians  were 
thrown  together  in  this  fine  cliinate,  new  world  and  new 
home.  With  all  these  ])eople,  in  tlieir  various  costumes,  were 
often  intermingled  different  tribes  of  Indians.  Wliat  a field 
for  a painter  the  colony  presented  I MJiat  materials  for  a 
scribbling  tourist ! 

Having  thus  colonized  the  northern,  southern,  and  eastern 
borders,  < ‘gh'thorpe  returned  tu  England,  and  jire-^ented  to 
his  majesty  and  the  Parliament  an  account  of  the  all’aii's  of 
Georgia.  He  asked,  at  their  hands,  a sutlicieiit  supply  of 
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military  stores  arid  men  to  defend  the  province  from  an 
invasion  contemjdatcd  by  the  Spaniards  of  the  Floridas. 
The  colonization  of  Georgia  had  given  great  otfence  to  Spain. 
That  power  claimed  the  whole  of  Georgia,  but  made  no 
serious  opj^osition,  so  long  as  the  English  settlements  were 
confined  to  Savann.ah  river,  but  when  Oglethorpe  })lanted  his 
Ilighlandei's  upon  the  Altamaha,  the  Spaniards  resolved 
upon  their  expulsion.  A long  succession  of  border  w’ars  and 
difficulties  ensued,  which  having  but  little  connection  with 
the  history  of  Alabama,  are  omitted.  It  should  be  obsei-ved, 
however,  that  Oglethorpe  succeeded  in  his  applications  to  the 
Court,  and  was  appointed  general  of  the  forces  in  South-Caro- 
lina  and  Georgia.  In  September,  he  was  made  colonel  of  a 
regiment  to  be  employed  in.  defence  of  the  colony,  which  he 
had  so  succes>fully  established.  lie  returned  to  Georgia 
with  his  army,  and  disembarked  his  artillery  at  St.  Simond's 
Island. 

No  sooner  had  Gen.  Oglethorpe  placed  his  feet  u])on  Geoi'gia 
soil,  than  he  saw  the  necessity  of  renewing  his  treaty  with 
the  Creeks,  and  of  cultivating  their  alliance,  for  fear  that  they 
might  form  a dangerous  connection  with  the  Spaniards.  lie 
■went  ijnmediat(‘ly  to  Savannah,  where  he  had  an  interview 
with  the  Chiefs  of  four  tow  ns,  and  succeeded  in  strengthening 
their  fidelity  to  the  English.  Hut  in  order  to  accomplish  a 
complete  alliance  with  the  brave  Creeks,  lie  resoI\..<l  to 
attend  the  groat  council  of  tli.at  nation,  which  was  to  a'^som- 
ble  at  Coweta,  in  July  and  August  following,  it  was  a long 
and  perilous  journey.  Coweta  lay  uj»on  the  west  bank  of 
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the  Chattahooohie  liver,  three  miles  below  tlie  falls,  at  which 
the  citv  of  Columbus  is  now  situated,  and  within  the  limits 
of  the  prerent  Russell  county,  Alabama.  The  distance  from 
Savannah  to  that  point  was  not  only  considerable,  but  lay 
over  extensive  piim  forests,  dismal  swamps,  and  rapid  aii'l 
dangerous  rivers,  while  the  solitary  trail  was  not  unfre<|uently 
beset  by  Indian  banditti.  However,  when  the  time  arriv(,'d, 
he,  who  had  so  courageously  fought  under  Prince  Eugene, 
upon  the  frontiei’s  of  Hungary,  was  not  to  be  dismayed  by 
obstacles  like  these.  With  only  a few'  attendants,  and  some 
pack-horses,  laden  with  goods,  designed  as  presents  for  the 
Indians,  Oglethorpe  set  off  on  his  jouiaiey.  He  crossed  the 
Ogccbee,  Oconee,  Ockniulgee,  and  the  Flint,  carrying  o\t*r 
his  effects  in  canoes,  and  sometimes  upon  rafts.  Finally,  he 
halted  upon  the  banks  of  the  Chattahoochie.  He  had  camj'ed 
out  every  night  in  the  woods,  exposed  by  day  to  the  heat  of 
the  sun,  and  often  to  pelting  showci-s  of  rain.  Crossing  the 
Chattahoochie,  and  ascending  its  western  bank,  the  great  and 
good  Oglethorpe  soon  arrived  in  the  town  of  Coweta,  upon 
Alabama  soil.  Forty  miles  in  advance,  the  Indians  had  met 
him  and  at  various  points  upon  the  route,  had  deposited 
provisions  for  his  subsistence.  They  now  received  him  in 
their  capital  with  every  demonstration  of  joy. 

Making  Coweta  his  head-(iuartei-;>,  Oglethori>e  occasionally 
rode  to  some  of  the  towns  in  the  vicinity,  the  most  prominent 
of  which  were  I dice,  Cnsseta  and  (tsitche,  conversing  with 
these  j)Co})le  through  his  inter[)reters,  and  engaging  tlieir  at- 
fectioiis  by  his  liberality  and  irresistible  address.  He  drank 
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with,  them  the  black  drink — smoked  with  them  tlie  pipe  of 
peace — and  lounged  with  them  upon  the  cool  cane  sofas  with 
which  their  ample  public  Lou.ses  were  furnished.  In  the 
meantime,  the  Chiefs  and  wai-riors  from  the  towns  of  C\)weta, 
Cusseta,  Ufaula,  lliichitec,  Ositche,  Chehaw,  Oconee  and 
Swag'les,  assembl'd  in  the  great  square.  After  many  cere- 
monious preliminaries,  they  made  a treaty  of  alliance  with 
Oglethorpe.  It  was  declared  that  all  the  lands  between  the 
Savannah  and  the  St.  John's,  and  from  the  latter  to  the  Apa- 
lache  bay,  and  thence  to  the  mountains,  by  ancient  right,  did 
belong  to  the  Creek  nation.  That  neither  the  Spaniards  nor 
any  other  people,  excepting  the  trustees  of  the  colony  of 
Georgia,  should  settle  them.  That  the  grant  on  the  Savan- 
nah river,  as  far  as  the  river  Ogechee,  and  those  along  the 
sea-coast  as  far  as  the  St.  .lohn’s  river,  and  as  high  as  the  tide 
floAved,  with  the  islands  ])reviously  granted  to  tlie  English  at 
Savannah,  should  now'  be  contirnied.  The  Chiefs  agaiti  re- 
served all  the  lands  from  Pipe  Maker’s  lllutl’  to  the  Savannah, 
with  the  Islands  of  St.  Catharine,  ( )sabow'  and  Sa])elo. 

After  signing  the  treaty,  Oglethorpe  left  with  the  Chiefs, 
for  their  protection  against  English  encroachments,  the  follow- 
ing singular  paper : — 

By  Jcunes  Oylelhorpc,  Ksquirf^  General  and  Comma ndcr  in- 
Chlef  of  all  Ilns  ^[(ijcxt>fs  forers  In  South-Carohna  atnl 
Georyia,  d'c.:  To  all  His  ^[aj€sty  s sulyrefs  to  udiom  these 
2>rcsents  slat  1 1 come,  yrcetiny  : — 

Know'  vk,  that  you  are  not  to  take  up  or  settle  atiy  land 
beyond  the  above  limit,  .settled  bv  me  with  tlm  (.’reek  nation, 
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at  their  estate?  held  on  Saturday,  ilie  eleventh  day  of 
August,  Anno  T'^omini,  1739,  as  you  shall,  through  me,  at 
your  peril  answer. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  the  Coweta  town,  this, 

the  21st  day  of  August,  Anno  Domini,  1739. 

James  Oglethorpe. 

We  desire  it  tc  be  borne  in  mind,  by  the  reader,  that  none 
of  the  Upper  Creek  Indians,  who  lived  upon  the  Alabama, 
Coosa,  and  Trdlapoosa  rivers,  were  present  at  this  treaty. 
They  never  recognized  any  of  the  treaties  made  in  the  Lower 
Creek  nation  with  the  Georgians.  xVt  this  time,  they  were 
under  the  influence  of  the  French;  afterwards,  they  placed 
themselves  under  the  wing  of  the  Spaniards.  Although  the 
English  built  a fort  and  occuj)ied  it  for  many  yeai-s,  with  a 
garrison,  in  the  town  of  Ocfuske,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Tallapoosa  river,  within  foity  miles  of  the  French  fortress, 
Toulouse,  and  partially  succeeded  in  alienating  some  of  the  Up- 
per Creeks  from  the  French,  yet  the  great  body  of  these  people 
forever  remained  the  implacable  enemies  of  the  Georgians. 

Oglethorpe  departed  from  Coweta,  and  after  a disagreeable 
journey,  reached  Savaimali.  lie  there  assisted  in  the  funeral 
ceremonies  of  his  friend,  Tomochichi,  who  died  at  Yamacraw 
Dlull.  Ihe  body,  brought  down  the  river  in  a canoe,  was 
received  by  (/>glethorpe,  and  was  interred  in  Fercival  Square, 
amid  the  sound  of  minute  guns  from  the  battery.* 

* Stevens’  Hi^nlry  of  Ceorgia,  vol.  1,  pp.  b’9-]r)S.  McCall’s  His- 
tory of  Georgia,  vol.  1 , pp.  32-112.  (toorgia  Ili.'lorical  CollccMoiis, 
vol.  1,  pp.  18-22-2G2-1S2. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

JESUIT  PRIESTS  OR  MISSIONARIES. 

Since  the  revolt  of  the  French  garrison  at  Fort  Toulouse, 
upon  the  Coosa,  things  at  that  place  had  remained  in  rather 
an  undistniRcd  condition.  It  is  true  that  the  English  had 
' given  them  much  uneasiness,  and  had  occasionally  cut  off 

some  of  the  couriers  de  hois.  In  order  to  cultivate  a better 
underj^tanding  v.ith  the  Lower  Creeks,  a 'Jesuit  j)ricst, — 
Father  de  Giiyenne, — went  to  Coweta,  upon  the  Chattahoo- 
chie,  and  succeeded  in  building  two  cabins,  one  at  that  })lace, 
and  the  other  at  Cusseta.  His  ol^ject  was  to  learn  the  lan- 
I C)f  the  Indians,  and  to  instruct  them  in  the  Christian 

religion;  but  the  English  of  the  province  of  Georgia  prevailed 
I upon  the  Indians  to  burn  up  these  houses.  I’iie  zealous 

father  W'as  therefore  forced  to  retreat  to  Fort  Toulouse.  Father 
Moran  had  been  stationed,  some  yeai-s,  at  Fort  Toulouse,  and 
used  to  live  occasionally  at  Coosawda. 
k “The  impossibility,  however,  of  exercising  his  ministry  there, 

■ for  tlie  benetit  of  either  the  Indians  or  the  French,  hasiniluced 

the  superior  to  recall  him,  that  he  might  entrusted  with 
the  direction  of  the  nuns,  and  of  the  royal  hospital,  uhich  is 

i 
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CHAPTER  now  under  our  cliarge.  The  English  trade,  as  well  as  the 
PVench,  among  the  Alabama  Indians.  Yen  can  easily  imag- 
ine what  an  obstacle  this  presents  to  the  progress  of  religion, 
for  the  English  are  always  ready  to  excite  controversy.”* 
Among  the  Choctaws  there  were  several  missionaries,  besides 
those  stationed  at  Mobile.  “The  reverend  Father  Baiidouin, 
the  actnal  superior-general  of  the  mission,  resided  eighteen 
yeai*s  among  the  Choctaws.  When  he  was  on  the  point  of 
reaping  some  fruits  from  his  labors,  the  troubles  which  the 
English  exhted  in  tliat  nation,  and  the  peril  to  which  he 
was  evidently  exposed,  obliged  Father  Vitri,  then  superior- 
general,  in  concert  with  the  governor,  to  recall  him  to 
New-Orleans.”* 

While  the  Fhiglish  of  Carolina  and  Georgia  engaged  in 
various  schemes  to  ri<l  the  tenitoiy  of  the  j^resent  States  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  of  its  French  population,  by  un- 
scrupulous intrigues  with  the  natives,  the  French  were  but 
little  behind  them  in  similar  enterprises.  The  Jesuits  were 
adventurous  and  brave,  and  men  of  captivating  address,  and 
obtained  much  intluence  over  the  leading  Chiefs,  wherever 
they  appeared.  An  account  of  the  artful  intrigues  of  a 
German  Jesuit,  named  Cliristiaii  I’riber,  as  related,  in  his 
singular  styh*,  by  James  Adair,  an  old  British  trader,  who 
lived  forty  years  among  the  Cherokees  and  .Chickasaws,  \\\W 
now  be  introduced. 

* Letter  of  Fatlu  r Vivier,  oi  tlio  company  of  Jesus,  to  a father  of 
the  same  company. 
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“In  the  year  1736,  the  French  sent  into  Sonth-Carolina 
one  Priber,  a gentleman  of  a curious  and  speculative  temper. 
He  was  to  transmit  them  a full  account  of  that  country,  and 
proceed  to  the  Clierokee  nation,  in  order  to  seduce  tliem 
from  the  British  to  tlie  French  interest.  lie  went,  and 
though  he  was  adorned  with  every  (.[ualificatioii  that  consti- 
tutes the  gentleman,  soon  after  he  arrived  at  the  upper  towns 
of  this, mountainous  country,  he  exchanged  his  clothes  and 
every  thing  he  brought  with  him,  and  by  that  means  made 
friends  with  tlie  head  warriors  of  tlie  Big  Tellico  river. 
More  effectually  to  answer  the  design  of  his  commission,  lie 
ate,  drank,  slept,  danced,  dressed,  and  painted  himself  with 
the  Indians,  so  that  it  was  not  easy  to  distinguish  him  from 
the  natives;  lie  married,  also,  with  them.  Being  endowed 
with  a strong  un<h'rstanding  and  retentive  memory,  lie  soon 
learned  their  «liale.ct,  and  by  gradual  advances,  impressed 
them  with  a very  ill  opinion  of  the  English,  n jtresenting 
them  as  a fraudulent,  avaricious  and  encroaching  jK*ople,  lie, 
at  the  same  time,  intlated  the  artless  savages  with  a ])rodigi- 
ous  high  opinion  of  their  own  importance  in  the  American 
scale  of  powor,  on  account  of  the  situation  of  their  country, 
their  martial  di>posiiiou  and  the  great  number  of  their 
warriors,  wliieh  would  batlle  all  the  elforts  of  the  ambitious 
and  ill-designing  Brlti''h  colonists. 

“Having  thus  inf  eted  them  by  his  smooth,  deluding  art, 
he  easily  formed  them  into  a nominal  re})ublivan  government. 
He  crownetl  their  old  Archi-Magus,  emperor,  atb  r a pleitsing 
new  savage  form,  and  invented  a variety  of  high  sounding 
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titles  for  all  the  membei's  of  his  imperial  majesty’s  red  court 
and  the  great  officers  of  state.  He  himself  received  the  honor- 
able title  of  Lis  iinpeiial  majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  state, 
and  as  siic-li  he  subscribed  himself,  in  all  the  letters  he  wrote 
to  our  government,  and  lived  in  open  defiance  of  them.  This 
seemed  to  be  of  so  dangerous  a tendency,  as  to  induce  South- 
Carolina  to  send  up  a commissioner,  Colonel  Fox,  to  demand 
him  as  an  enemy  to  public  repose.  He  took  him  into  custody 
in  the  great  square  of  their  state  house.  'When  he  had  almost 
concluded  his  oration  on  the  occasion,  one  of  the  warriors  rose 
up  and  bade  him  forbear,  as  the  man  he  intended  to  enslave 
was  made  a great  beloved  man,  and  had  become  one  of  their 
own  people.  Though  it  was  reckoned  our  Agent’s  strength 
was  far  greater  in  his  arms  than  in  his  head,  he  readily  de- 
sisted, for,  as  it  is  too  hard  to  struggle  with  the  l’o}>e  in  Home, 
a stranger  could  not  miss  to  find  it  equally  difticult  to  enter 
abruptly  into  a new  emperor's  court,  and  there  seize  his  prime 
minister  by  a foreign  authority,  especially  when  he  could  n<)l 
support  any  charge  of  guilt  against  him.  The  warrior  told 
liim  that  the  red  }>eople  well  know  the  honesty  of  the  secre- 
tary’s heart  would  never  allow  him  to  tell  a lie,  and  the  sec- 
retary urged  that  he  was  a foreigner,  without  owing  any 
allegiance  to  Croat  Britain.  That  he  only  travelled  through 
some  ]»laces  of  their  country,  in  a peaceable  manner,  j.aying 
for  every  thing  he  had  of  them.  That  in  conqdiance  with 
the  rcMp.iest  of  the  kind  ITencli,  as  well  as  from  his  own 
tender  fc'clings  for  the  jMoerty  and  insecure  state  of  the 
Cherokee.s,  ho  came  a great  way,  and  lived  with  them  as  a 
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brother,  only  to  preserve  their  liberties,  by  opening  a ’water 
coraiiuinication  between  them  and  Xew-Orleans.  That  the 
distance  of  the  two  places  from  each  other  proved  his  motive 
to  be  the  love  of  doing  good,  especially  as  he  wtus  to  go  there 
and  bring  up  a sufficient  number  of  Frenchmen,  of  proper 
I skill,  to  instruct  them  in  the  art  of  making  gun-powder,  the 

I materials  of  whic.-h,  he  affirmed,  their  lands  abounded  with. 

I lie  concluded  his  artful  speech,  by  urging  that  the  tyrannical 

I design  'of  the  English  commissioner  towards  him,  appeareel 

I plainly  to  bo  levelled  against  them,  because,  as  he  was  not 

I accused  of  having  done  any  ill  to  the  English,  before  he 

I came  to  the  Cherokees,  his  crime  must  consist  in  loving  the 

Cherokees.  '*■  * An  old  war-leader  repeated  to  the 
commissioner  the  essential  part  of  the  speech,  and  added 
I more  of  his  own  similar  thereto.  The  Englir^h 

I beloved  man  Inul  the  honor  of  receiving  his  leave  of  alienee 

I and  a sufficient  passpoit  of  safe  conduct,  from  the  imperial 

I red  court,  by  a verbal  order  of  the  secretary  of  ^tate,  who 

I was  so  polite  as  to  wish  him  well  home,  ainl  ordeivd  a 

convoy  of  his  own  life-guards,  who  conducted  him  a conside- 
rable way,  and  he  got  In.ane  in  safety. 

“From  the  abov»‘,  it  is  eviilent  that  the  monopolizing  spirit 
of  the  French  had  jilannod  tiicir  dangerous  line  of  circumvalla- 
tion,  respecting  our  eu\icd  colonies,  as  early  as  the  bcfor«' 
mentioned  period.  "I  In*  choice  of  the  man,  also,  besjioke  their 
judgment.  Though  the  philosophic  secretary  was  an  utter 
stranger  to  the  wild  and  mountainous  Clu-rokee  nation,  }ct 
I his  sagacity  readily  (lirected  him  to  choose  a jiroju-r  place, 
18 


321 

CHAPTJtR 

IX. 


322 


THE  FxTENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


chapter 

IX. 


1731 


1744 

Man  h 23 


an  old  lilvonritc  religious  man,  foi  tlie  new  red  emigre,  wlii.-h 
he  formed  by  slow  and  sure  degrees,  to  the  great  daipn-r  of 
our  Southern  colonies.  But  the  empire  received  a very  grvit 
shock,  in  an  accident  that  betid  the  secretary,  when  it  was  on  tli-- 
point  of  rising  into  a far  greater  state  of  puissance  by  tht*  ;u-- 
quisition  of  the  Muscogee,  Choctaw,  and  the  AYestern  Mi^>b- 
sippi  Indians, 

“In  rlie  fifth  year  of  that  red  imperial  era.  Briber  set  of 
for  Mobile,  accom})anied  by  a few  Cherokees.  He  proce»‘d*.  <l 
by  land  as  far  as  the  navigable  part  of  the  Talla])OOsa  river, 
and  arriving  at  Tookabatcha,  lodged  there  all  night.  The 
tradei-s  of  the  neighbonng  towns  soon  went  tliere,  conviiuvd 
the  inhabitants  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  his  unwearied 
labors  among  tlie  Cherokees,  and  of  his  present  journey. 
They  then  took  him  into  custody,  with  a large  Inindle  <-f 
manuscripts,  and  sent  him  down  to  Frederica,  in  Georgia,  d li<- 
governor  committed  liim  to  a ]»lace  of  confneinent,  thuuMi 
not  with  common  felons,  as  he  was  a foreigner,  and  was  s.aid 
to  have  held  a place  of  conside-rahle  rank  in  the  army.  Svh-ii 
after,  the  magazine  took  f re,  w hich  was  not  far  from  w here  lie 
was  confined,  and  though  the  sentinels  bade  him  make  (.>tl  t" 
a ]dace  of  safety,  as  all  the  iieo]de  were  running  to  a\'hl 
danger  from  explosion  of  the  powder  and  shells,  yet  he  squal- 
ted  on  his  Ixdly  upon  the  foor,  and  continued  in  that  positioii 
without  the  least  hurt.  Several  blamed  his  rashness,  luit  he 
told  them  that  experience  had  comiuced  him  it  was  the  in*>-t 
probable  means  of  avoiding  danger.  I'his  ineid'mt  di>i'layed 
the  philosojdicr  and  soldier.  After  bearing  his  mi.-fortuiie>  a 
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considerable  time  with  great  constancy,  happily  for  ns,  he  died 
in  confinement,  though  lie  deserved  a much  better  fate.  In 
the  fifth  year  of  his  secretarysliip,  I maintained  a corresjion- 
dence  witli  him.  But  the  Indians  becoming  very  impiisitive  to 
know  the  contents  of  our  papers,  * he  told  them 

that  in  the  very  same  manner,  as  li^  was  their  great  secretary, 
I was  the  devil’s  clerk,  or,  an  accursed  one,  who  marked  on 
paper  the  bad  speech  of  the  evil  ones  of  darkness.  Accord- 
ingly, they  forbade  him  to  write  any  more  to  such  an  accurs- 
ed one.  As  lie  was  learned,  and  possessed  of  a very  sagacious, 
penetrating  judgment,  and  had  every  <|ualification  that  wjis 
requisite  for  his  bold  and  difficult  enterprise,  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  that  pvS  he  wrote  a Cherokee  dictionary,  designed  to 
be  published  at  Baris,  he  likewise  set  down  a great  deal  that 
would  have  been  very  accessible  to  the  curious,  and  serN'iceable 
to  the  rejiresentatives  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  which 
may  be  readily  found  in  Frederica,  if  the  manuseripts  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  escape  the  despoiling  hands  of  military 
power.”^ 

William  Bacon  Stevens,  formerly  professor  of  belles  lettres 
and  history,  in  the  Uni\ei-sity  of  Georgia,  and  now  an  Ej>isco- 
pallan  minister,  in  Bhiladelphia,  has  publi>hed  one  volume  of 
the  History  of  Georgia,  in  which  wo  find  the  following  int.T- 
esting  .accmint  of  Briber,  which  we  copy,  at  length,  in  his  uwn 
style.  In  alluding  to  the  arrival  of  Oglethorpe,  at  Frodrriea, 
Dr.  Stevens  says:  “ On  the  return  of  the  general  from  Fluiida, 
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CHAPTER  he  ordered  his  strarjge  prisoner  to  be  examined,  and  was  not 
a liltie  surpris<‘d  to  lind,  under  Jiis  coarse  dress  of  deer-ski tis 
and  Indian  moccasins,  a man  of  polished  address,  groat 
abilities,  and  extensive  k''arning\  He  was  versed  not  only  in 
the  Indian  language,  of  which  he  had  composed  a dictionary, 
but  also  spoke  the  Latin,  French  and  Spanish  fluently,  and 
English  perfectly.  Upon  being  interrogated  as  to  his  design, 
he  acknowledged  that  it  was  ‘to  bring  about  a confederation 
of  all  the  Southern  Indians,  to  inspire  them  with  industry,  to 
instruct  them  in  the  arts  necessary  to  the  commodities  of  life, 
and,  in  short,  to  engage  them  to  throw  oft’  the  yoke  of  their 
European  allies  of  all  nations.’  lie  jtroposed  to  make  a 
settlement  in  tiiat  part  of  Georgia  which  is  within  the  limit> 
of  the  Cherokee  lands,  at  Cnsseta,’''  and  to  settle  a town 
there  of  fugitive  English,  French  and  Germans,  and  they  were 
to  take  under  their  particular  care  the  runaway  negroes  ot 
the  English.  All  criminals  were  to  be  sheltered,  as  he 
proposed  to  make  his  place  an  asylum  for  all  fugitives,  and 
the  cattle  and  etfects  they  might  bring  with  them.  He 
expected  a great  resort  of  debtors,  transported  telons,  mm- 

If  Doctor  Stevens  means  the  Cnssota/'  on  tla-  ^•a^t  side  ot  iln' 
Chattahooohie,  and  opposite  old  Fort  .M ilchell.  it  was  witliin  the  limit-, 
of  the  Creek  lands,  and  never  hclonoed  to  the  Cherokecs.  1 am  not 
aware  of  any  t'>’.vn  named Cusseta,”  in  any  part  ot  what  foimcrly 
was  the  Chcrok -e  nation,  althonuh  thne  may  havo  he<  ii,  lor.  lo 
reference  to  pa«;o  U>~  of  the  History  of  .Mahama,  it  will  he  found  that 
the  Cherokeos  had  towns  '..anuHl  “'Pallaso”  and  “ Tn-keoee,  ” ano 
such  towns  were  also  in  the  Creek  nation. 
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vants,  and  negro  sla\  es  from  the  two  Carohnas,  Georgia  and 
Virginia,  offering,  as  his  .scheme  did,  toleration  to  all  crimes 
and  licentiousness,  except  murder  and  idleness.  Upon  liis 
pereon  was  found  his  private  journal,  revealing,  in  part,  his 
designs,  with  various  memoranda  relating  tu  his  pi'oject.  In 
it  he  speaks  not  only  of  individual  Indians  and  negroes,  whose 
assistance  had  been  })romised,  and  of  a private  treasurer,  in 
Charleston,  for  keeping  the  funds  collected ; hut  also,  tliat  lie 
expected  many  things  from  the  French,  and  from  another  na- 
tion, whose  name  he  left  blank.  There  were  also  found  upon 
' liim  letters  for  the  Florida  and  S])anish  governoisi,  demanding 
their  protection  of  him  and  countenance  of  his  scheme. 
Among  his  papers  was  one  containing  articles  of  government 
for  liis  new  town,  regularly  and  elaborately  drawn  out  and 
digested.  Tu  this  \olume  he  enumerates  many  rights  and 
privileges,  as  he  calls  them,  to  \\hich  the  citizens  of  this  colony 
are  to  be  entitled,  particularly  dissolving  marriages,  allowing 
a community  of  women,  and  all  kinds  of  licentiousness.  It 
was  drawn  up  with  much  art,  method  and  Faming,  and  wa.s 
designed  to  be  privately  printed  and  circulated.  When  it  was 
hinted  to  him  that  such  a plan  was  attended  with  many  dan- 
gers and  dilliciilties,  and  must  require  many  years  to  establish 
liis  government,  he  rejilied,  ‘ proceeding  properly,  many  ot 
these  evils  may  be  avoided;  and  as  to  length  of  time,  we 
have  a succession  of  agents  to  take  U})  the  work  a^  fa-'t  as 
others  leave  it.  We  never  lose  sight  of  a favorite  point, 
nor  are  we  bound  by  the  strict  rules  of  morality  in  tin*  mean<, 
wlieii  the  end  we  juirsue  is  laudable.  If  we  err,  our  general 
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CHAPTER  is  to  blame  : and  we  have  a merciful  God  to  pardon  ns.  Hut 
believe  me,’  he  continued,  ‘ before  the  century  is  passed,  the 
Europeans  ^vill  have  a very  small  footing  on  this  continent.’ 
“Indeed,  he  often  hinted  that  there  were  others  of  his 
brethren  laboring  among  the  Indians  for  the  same  purpose. 
Being  confined  in  the  barracks  at  Frederica,  he  exhibited  a 
stoical  indifference  to  his  fate ; conversed  with  freedom,  C(jii- 
ducted  with  politeness,  and  attracted  the  notice  and  fiivorablo 
attention  of  many  of  the  gentlemen  there.  His  death  in 
prison,  put  an  end  to  all  further  proceedings,  and  his  plans 
died  with  him.  Such  was  the  strange  being  whose  Je- 
suitical iiffrigues  well  nigh  eventuated  in  the  destruction  of 
Georgia.  A thorough  Jesuit,  an  accomplished  linguist,  a 
deep  tactician,  far-sighted  in  his  plans,  and  far-reaching  in  liis 
expedients,  he  possessed  every  qualification  for  liis  design, 
and  only  fifiled  of  bringing  do^vn  great  evil  ujton  the  Kngli>li. 
because  he  was  apprehended  before  his  scheme  had  Hen 
matured.”^ 

1745  There  were  many  curious  characters  roving  over  the  ternto- 
ry  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  at  this  period.  Tradeis  frcin 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  wore  found  in  almost  every  In- 
dian village  ; while  the  PTench  from  Mobile  and  New-Orleans 
and  the  Spaniards  from  the  Floridas  continued  to  swell  the  num- 
ber of  these  singular  merchants.  They  encountered  all  kind>  et 
dangers  and  suffered  all  kinds  of  juivations  to  become  suc- 
cessful in  tlieir  exciting  traffic.  Adair,  one  of  those  Ihiiidi 


* Steven’s  History  of  (Georgia,  vol.  1,  pp.  16a-lG7. 
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traders,  thus  describes  the  mode  by  Avliich  difficult  streams 
were  passed  : 

“ When  we  expect  high  rivers,  each  com[)aiiy  of  traders 
carry  a canoe,  made  of  the  tanned  leather,  the  sides  over- 
lapped about  three  fingers'  breadth,  and  well  sewed  with  tliree 
seams.  Around  the  gunnels,  which  are  made  of  sa}*lings, 
are  strong  loop-li<des,  for  large  deer-skin  strings  to  hang  down 
both  the  sides.  AVitli  two  of  these  is  securely  tied  to  the 
stem  and  stern,  a well  shaped  sapling  for  a keel,  and  in  like 
manner  the  ribs.  Tims  they  usually  rig  out  a canoe,  fit  to 
carry  over  ten  hoi'se-loads  at  once,  in  the  space  of  half  an 
hour.  The  apparatus  is  afterwards  hidden  with  great  care  on 
the  op]»osite  shore.  Few  take  the  trouble  to  paddle  tin'  canoe, 
for,  as  thev  are  commonly  hardy,  and  also  of  an  amphibious 
nature,  th*‘V  usually  jump  into  the  river  with  their  leathern 
barge  aliead  of  tlnun,  and  thrust  it  through  the  dee}»  {'art 
of  the  Avaler  to  the  opposite  short,'.  When  we  ride  with  only 
a few  luggage  horsi's,  we  make  a frame  of  dry  [lines,  which  we 
tie  together  A\ith  strong  vines  well  twhted.  AMien  wo 
have  raised  it  to  be  sufficiently  buoyant,  we  load  and  }>addle 
it  across,  and  afterwards  swim  our  horses,  keejung  at  a little 
distance  below  them. 

* Adair's  Aiaericaii  Iitdiaiis.  ji.  :27*2. 
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CIIAl^'ER  X. 

THE  FRENCH  BATTLES  UPON  THE  TOMlilGBY. 

When  we  puspended  our  review  of  tlie  0})eratioii5  of  tlie 
French  upon  the  territory  of  Alahaina  and  Mississippi,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  to  tiie  notice  of  tlie  reader  the  early  colo- 
nization of  Georgia  by  Oglethorpe,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  horrible  ma-ssacre  at  Natchez  had  occurred.  The  tribe 
of  that  name  had  crossed  the  ^lississipja,  and  fortitied  on  Hlach 
river,  near  the  Washita.  Governor  Perrier,  attacking  them  at 
that  point,  had  capturcl  many  of  the  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, whom  he  oiiveyed  to  New-Orleans,  and  from  thence 
shipped  to  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  where  they  were  sold 
to  work  upon  the  ]*lantations.  Some  of  those  who  escaped 
the  hands  of  the  l"rench  at  Flack  river,  retreated  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  fort  at  Natcliitoches,  u[»on  which  they  presently  made 
a fuihius  as'^aidt.  1'lie  bravo  St.  Denys,  the  commandant, 
successfully  ropulscd  them.  .V  remnant  of  this  warlike  but 
unfortunate  tribe  had  lied  to  the  C’hiekasaw  nation,  yhih* 
another  small  band  sought  a home  among  the  ('recks,  uj'on 
the  Coosa. 

Governor  Perri«'r  was  guilty  of  excessive  cruelty  to  many 
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of  these  poor  fugitives  who  fell  into  his  hands.  In  the  streets  chapter 
of  New-Orleans  he  publicly,  and  without  any  hesitation,  caused  ^ , 

four  of  the  men  and  two  of  the  women  to  be  burned  to  death. 

He  also  cheerfully  permitted  the  Tonicas,  who  brought  doAvn 
a Natchez  woman  whom  they  had  discovered  in  the  wr»ods, 
to  put  an  end  to  her  existence  in  the  same  manner.  A plat- 
form was  erected  near  the  Levee.  The  unfortunate  woman 
was  led  forth,  placed  upon  it,  and,  surrounded  by  the  whole 
population  of  Xew-Orleans,  was  slowly  consumed  by  the 
flames  ! What  a stigma  upon  the  character  of  the  early  in- 
habitants of  the  Crescent  City  ! Gayarre  says  : — “ The  victim 
supported,  with  the  most  stoical  fortitude,  all  the  tortures 
which  were  intlicted  upon  her,  and  did  not  shed  a tear.  On 
the  contrary,  she  njibraided  her  torturers  with  their  want  of 
skill,  Hinging  al  tliem  every  opprobrious  epithet  slie  could 
think  of.”* 

As  a nation,  the  Natchez  were  thus  entirely  destroyed.  1733 
Great  sympathy  was  felt  for  them  l)y  all  the  tribes  in  Missis- 
sippi and  Alabama;  even  the  Choctaws,  who  were  so  wedrled 
to  the  French,  bving  sad  on  account  of  their  fate,  and  annoyed 
at  the  unparalleled  cruelties  which  they  experienced  at  the 
hands  of  their  vindictive  coinpierors.  The  noble  Creeks,  upon 
the  Coosa,  received  some  of  the  refugees  with  oj>en  arms, 
while  the  still  nobler  Chickasaws  not  only  welcomed  othei-s  to 
their  doors,  but  swore  to  shed  the  blood  of  their  jairsuers,  in 

* Louisiana,  its  Colonial  IIi>tory  and  Romance,  by  Charles  (layarrc. 

New-York  : iBal.  j)p.  4-t  1-4  J5. 


m 


w 


(TIIA  AMhUA.'tk  ‘9:}  liDKan*?  aiTT 

?^)?W,'7S  «1  _ — aig  ■ 


aU  nJ  ,fiimmtmii  ()^fr(  ih}  ‘Looq  omdj^o 

' ^ ^nm  iuoMw  l>m^hihii}<  f $d  lo 

iil  f>ain»tf  M Si  n'^rmw  o//j  hmmmixiJ  Id  wo) 
moh  iih^itoid  Oih/  ,Hr.dm/r  rdi  lyMwi-Mi  dkiho^yd'yc^n  dl 
f.nU  (u  i«o<i iir>niow  a’S^45>3b'»^  j* 


A .'foiifl/mr  &um  e4i  ui  90uSJ«lzd  if*  L>ito  it*,  iuq  oi 
‘♦JKiu^.ndtw  f)4T  5ilj  tnon  »>,n?r  mid) 

'doii.^  (*iU  (<T  Mumoiiu*  M «oq<;  fmdf|\;{hol  f»el 
yd  f»-*m/if;(io'j  ;i'v-  ■(•  <*tjw  - ,prmohO-://‘jX  lo  /TaD«|jjqcK| 
•ftf  vhi.  j Oiti  i'  ;:iii!'{j;<if?  "xf!  <io<{fr  fi  ind'//  I jr-^arjift 

miki  I f»i{ i'  — : %v u*  •v!  tfr,‘«»>  ! vliO  Jn^ownO  (^ds  )o  hUmtdnd 

rp/rjjt'Kf)  /«Ji  fU  Ir.wjjfl  iaotJi  f*;fi  ihi/y  Mohoqqi/4 

tl€*  .itv*o'  ti  h'\iU  Jote  hsh  Lire  ,<  h<k|i;  livjjiitni  li'dif// 

)cf  infrv/  7f>d  hd>Mipj  oda  ywilacto  udf 

i>hKy9  '%dr.  j.idiuj^  bijohdoitvi'*  v'lov'i  /n;>>Xi  )n 


ti*:!  .dovoTl^-d)  vlvfij/rt*  ^'W<!j  -nrff  x‘>doJ>iZ  adi  ,itoiina  « yA 

nr  »%fht  fub  Urt  7(^  m-uft  td)  Jl'>)  ««v/  7f)jr.<jni7*t  tnoiO 
W'dov/  iAi  od  u .avyJ'AMl)  Drll  »iy/o  ;r.(m;<{iiIA  btm  iqqia 
^ i)9YOfUif;  hmi  fOirfi  ihtb  )o  Juuooon  no  fvf:«i  otft  oJI 

odi  hi  ).J79rit>n'M|/7  7‘>rfj  dj'nfu  H^ilil-Ano  o/f)  M 

,-^vrfO  ddoJT  ixlT  / li'td)  ftfcn/tff 

^ ymiy  «'K]o  ibiv/  V>  b'r/ho^n 

y'i^Ailio  i>7fTf07l‘)w  '(^Ino  loo  ^v/ivn/IdH  > ‘!rd«f<t«  Ili)*»  oi{t  •♦frJw 
«i  ^^'JtJA^uq  ii'>r!j  1o  b(X>(4  '«{>  dads  ot  ‘/Tuw^i  )mf  ,>noo)>  livdl 


,? 


6;*»IiAfO  Y'f  ,'J7niui)  :i)l  bnft  ^ioi»‘iH  IniudoO  ui  .aa^kUtfKj  • 

:j(ioY-W9W 


330 


THF.  rRKNCU  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


CHAPTER 


1734 


1733 

March 


a protracted  M'ur.  TJiese  things  made  tlie  condition  of  tlie 
French  colony  a very  critical  one.  Tlie  Fnglish  of  Carolina 
did  not  fail  to  fan  die  tire  which,  they  imagined,  would  soon 
consume  their  ancient  colonial  enemies.  An  expedition  was 
fitted  out  in  Charleston,  composed  of  many  traders  and  ad- 
venturers, with  seventy  pack-horses  laden  chiefly  with  muni- 
tions of  war.  Whether  it  was  at  tlie  instance  of  the  British 
government,  or  not,  is  unknown.  They  took  the  well-heaton 
path  for  the  Chickasaw  nation,  and  passing  by  the  town  of 
Coosa,  then  situated  in  the  territory  of  the  present  county  of 
Talladega,  th'^y  ])revailed  upon  some  of  tlie  refugee  Natchez 
to  accompany  tliem,  and  to  assist  in  rejielling  the  PTench  in- 
vasion, which,  it  Avas  known,  was  then  contemplated.  Aris- 
ing in  the  Chickasaw  nation,  they  dispersed  over  the  country, 
and  not  a few  of  tlu-m  found  tlieir  way  to  the  towii'^  of  tin* 
Choctaws.  Soon  the  whole  Indian  sky  was  crimsoned  Avitli 
flashing  meteors,  and  then  made  dark  with  angry  clouds. 

PTance,  a})j)i‘ised  of  the  ])recariou^  situation  of  her  distant 
children,  once  mere  resolved  to  send  the  veteran  Bienville  to 
take  care  of  tliem.  The  King  began  to  see  that  his  service^ 
could  not  be  dispensed  with,  and  after  he  had  ]>assetl  right 
years  in  I’aris,  lie  sailed  for  the  colony.  Ilis  anival  at 
Mobih*  was  hailed  with  joy  and  acclamations  by  the  inhabi- 
tants. Biron  1 )h\ rtaguette,  a m:m  of  nerv(‘  and  much 
abilitv,  who  had  been  longer  absiuit  from  the  colony  than 
Bienville,  accompanied  him.  lb'  was  presently  ."tati< 'tied 
at  Mobile  as  the  King’s  commissary.  Biemille,  at  lir^t^ 
occujiied  much  of  hi.s  time  in  visiting  Mobile  and  New 


! 


-nT'  ■ 


‘•-i.  ■'iii/r'yi'i 


THE  FRENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


331 


Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  quiet  to  the  inhabitants 
and  preparing  them  for  a war  of  invasion.  On  one  occasion, 
while  he  was  in  Xew-Oiieans,  iJirou  D’Artaguette  aroused 
all  the  French  settlers,  towards  the  east,  by  despatches  which 
he  sent  among  them,  in  relation  to  the  arrival  of  the  English 
expedition,  to  whicli  allusion  has  just  been  made,  and  of  the 
determination  of  the  Choctaws  to  act,  in  future,  against  the 
French.  lie  warned  everybody  to  be  upon  their  guard,  for 
it  was  probable  tliey  might  be  butcliered  at  any  hour.  The 
people  of  ^Mobile  were  in  a state  of  extreme  terror;  tliey 
never  went  to  mass  without  carrying  their  guns  in  their 
hands.  Indeed  they,  at  one  time,  resolved  to  retire  to  Xew- 
Orleans;  but  Hiensille  arriving,  commanded  them  to  I’cmain 
and  fear  nothing.  He  highly  disa[>proved  of  the  excitement 
which  Hiron  1 )b\i  tagu(*tte  had  })rudiiced,  and  thoiiglit  there 
was  no  occa-lon  for  such  ollicious  watchfulness  on  the  ]>art  of 
the  commissary.  This  produced  unpleasant  feelings  between 
them,  and  they  indulged  in  recriminations  of  each  other, 
in  official  re[)orts  to  the  government,  llienville  was  mortitied 
at  the  coudin-t  of  1 >’Artaguette,  in  rebuking  the  f'hoctaw 
Chiefs,  who  had  recently  paid  him  a visit,  for  ]•ermitting  the 
English  to  come  among  them.  Further,  he  dismissed  them 
witliout  presents,  uj)ou  which  tlnw  returned  Inane,  highly 
offend(Ml.  These  things  were  rejavsented  to  the  government 
by  Ihenville,  whih'  1 t’Artaguette,  on  the  other  hand,  sta*ed, 
in  one  of  his  di‘sj»atches,  that  J>ion\ille’s  oppoxiiicu  ro  him 
arose  from  the  tact  that  he  had  reported  tin'  “ ini.'coudnct 
his  proteges  or  favorites,  lasueur  ainl  the  Jesuit,  Father 
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CHAPTER  Beaudoin  Tvho.  to  the  great  scandal  of  the  Choctaws,  seduce 
their  women.''  ^ 

It  is  pleasant,  to  us,  to  he  able  to  state  that  only  a few  of 
the  missionaries,  of  the  order  of  Jesuits,  thus  abused  the 
holy  offices  with  which  they  were  entrusted.  The  great 
body  of  them  led  the  most  pious  lives  and  suffered  the 
greatest  privations,  in  their  efforts  to  redeem  the  savages 
from  heathenism. 

In  the  meantime,  small  parties  of  Natchez,  with  their 
generous  allies,  the  Chickasaws,  sought  all  occasions  to  annoy 
1735  their  enemy.  From  ambuscades  on  the  hill  tops  and  banks 
of  the  rivers,  along  the  Indian  paths  in  the  interior,  and  from 
dark  vallies  in  the  mountains,  they  sprang  upon  the  French 
trappers,  hunters  and  traders,  with  the  impetuosity  of  lions 
and  the  agility  of  tigers,  and  drank  their  hot  blood  with  the 
voraciousness  of  wolves. 

But  Bienville  was  straining  every  nerve  to  complete  his 
prejiarations  for  the  invasion  of  the  Chickasaw  nation.  JIo 
173.5  \isited  Mobile  once  more,  and  having  assembled  at  that  point 
a large  delegation  of  Choctaw  Chiels,  he,  in  a great  measure, 
accom[>li>hed  his  object  in  gainitig  them  over  to  his  side.  It 
was  imjiortant  that  he  sliould  do  so,  for  Red  Shoes,  a potent 
Chief  of  that  tribe,  had  already  declared  in  favor  of  the 
English.  Bienville  freely  distributctl  merchandize,  and  ]>ro- 
mised  a much  larger  amount,  if  they  would  assist  him  in  the 
war, — to  which  they  fuially  consented.  Indeed,  ever  since  his 
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arrival  from  France,  lie  saw  the  necessity  of  inspiring  the  cii.\pter 
Indian  nations  with  awe  and  respect,  by  a bold  and  success- 
fill  strike  at  the  Chickasaws.  Nor  had  he  failed  to  demand 
the  necessary  men  and  military  sup])lies  from  the  mother 
country. 

In  the  midst  of  tliese  precarious  times,  a most  unfortunate 
affair  occurred  in  the  bay  of  Mobile.  A smuggling  vessel, 
from  Jamaica,  cast  her  anchor  twelve  miles  from  the  tovii. 

Diron  D’Artaguette  ordered  her  commander  to  leave  the 
French  coast;  he  refused.  The  eomniissarv,  then,  ])laced 
Lieutenant  DeA’elles  in  a boat,  armed  with  thiriy  men,  and 
ordered  him  to  capture  the  smuggler.  When  he  approached 
near  her,  the  latter  opened  an  effective  tire ; seventeen 
Frenchmen  were  immediately  killed.  Before  D'Artaguette 
could  reiiitbrco  DiAhdles,  the  smuggler  had  made  her  I'scape 
t^sea.  This  affair  again  enraged  Bienville,  and  the  war  of 
recrimination  was  fiercer  than  ever  between  him  and  the 
commissary.  What  a pity  it  was,  that  men  of  such  w«.»rth 
and  charact.-r  did  not  better  ap})reeiate  each  other.  In  olden 
times  they  Jiad  been  great  friends. 

The  commissary  ha<l  a younger  brother,  who  had  behaved 
with  distinguished  gallantry  in  expeditions  against  the  Nat- 
chez. lie  had  recently  been  promoted  to  the  command  of 
the  French  fort  in  the  district  of  Illinois.  With  him  Dien- 
\ille  corresponded,  respecting  the  invasion;  he  was  onlen-d 
to  collect  the  disposaUe  French  forces,  and  all  the  Indians  in 
that  country  who  would  join  him,  and  with  them  to  march 
in  a southern  direction  to  the  Chickasaw  towns,  while  Hien- 
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CHAPTER  ville  would  march  from  the  south,  and  meet  him  in  the 
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country  of  the  enemy,  on  the  31st  March,  1V3G.  Afterwards 
the  governor  informed  ’young  D’Artaguette  tliat  he  had 
been  unable  to  make  his  arrangements  to  join  him  at  that 
time,  but  he  would  meet  him  at  another  time,  which  was 
also  a|)poiiited. 

llienville,  nine  months  before  this  period,  had  despatched 
M.  De  Lusser,  with  a company  of  soldiei-s  and  artizans,  to  a 
place  upon  the  Little  Tombigby,  which  is  now  called  Jones’ 
‘Bluff,  with  orders  to  erect  there  a fort  and  cabins  to  be  used 
as  a depot  for  the  army,  and,  afterwards,  to  serve  as  a 
permanent  trading  [>ost.  That  fearless  officer  had  reached 
these  wilds  in  safety,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  forest 
resounded  with  the  noise  of  axes  and  the  hea\y  falling 
timber.  lie  was  assisted  in  his  labors  by  many  of  the 
Choctaws. 

At  length  the  army  left  New-Orleans,  and  passing  through 
the  lakes  reached  Mobile.  The  vessels  containing  the  sui>pli«*s 
having  entered  the  Gulf  by  wav  of  the  Balize,  were  retarded 
March  28  ^viiids,  aiid  did  not  arri\e  until  six  days  afterwards  ; an<l 
then  it  was  discovered  that  a cargo  of  rice  was  destroyed  by 
the  salt  water.  To  replace  this  loss.  Bienville  set  his  hakei' 
to  work,  who  made  a large  supj>ly  of  biscuits  for  the  army, 
lie  Sent  a des[)atch  to  1 >oLn<ser  at  Fort  Toinbecbe,”  orilering 
him  to  Vaiild  ovens,  and  to  have  made  an  abundant  suj'j'ly  '’t 
biscuits  bv  the  time  ot  his  arrl\  al  at  that  })lace.  NN  heu  all 
things  weie  ready,  l’>ii-nv  llle  embarked  liis  troops  at  Mt>bile,  at’.d 
turned  his  boats  u})  the  river  of  that  name.  Xe\er  l^etorc  had 
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such  a large  and  imposing  fleet  of  the  kind  disturbed  the  deep 
and  smooth  waters  which  now  flow  by  our  beautiful  commer- 
cial emporium.  Every  kind  of  up-country  craft  was  employed, 
and  they  bore  men  nearly  of  all  kinds  and  colors.  The  crews 
were  composed  of  genteel  merchants,  gentlemen  of  leisure  ami 
fortune,  loafers  and  convicts,  rough  but  bold  mariners,  veteran 
soldiers,  sturdy  and  invincible  Canadians,  monks  and  priests, 
Choctaws  and  Mobilians,  and  a company  of  negroes  command- 
ed by  Simon,  a fl-ec  mulatto.  The  fleet  comprised  more  than 
sixty  of  tiie  laigvst  pirogues  and  bateaux.  Entering  the 
main  Tombigby,  Eienville  neade  his  w’ay  up  that  stream  to 
the  confluence  of  the  Warrior,  and  there,  passing  into  the 
Little  Tombigby,  he  at  length  arrived  at  the  fort.^'  Heavy 
rains  and  mucli  high  water  had  retarded  his  passage. 

The  governor  found  that  the  fort  was  untinished,  and 
only  some  cabins,  surrounded  by  stockades  and  covered  with 
leaves,  could  be  occu])ied.  The  bakers  had  pre])ared  but  few 
biscuits,  for  the  fire  cracked  the  prairie  soil  of  which  the  ovens 
were  made.  After  various  unsuccessful  eftbrts  to  make  suita- 
ble ovens,  they  succeeded  by  mixing  sand  w ith  the  e:irth. 
Bienville  was  surprised  to  see,  at  the  fort,  four  persons  in 
irons — one  Frenchman,  two  Swiss,  and  Montfort,  a sergeant. 
They  had  formed  the  design  of  assassinating  the  commandant  of 
the  fort,  M.  Dc  Lusser,  and  also  the  keejier  of  the  store-house, 
and  of  carrying  otf  Tisnet  and  Uosilie,  who  had  rec.-ntly 
been  rescued  from  the  Chickasaws,  among  whom  they  liad 
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CHAPTER  been  held  in  slavery.  They  intended  to  convey  these  imfortu- 
nate  men  back  to  their  masters,  in  order  to  gain  favor,  with 
the  tribe,  who  would  therefore  be  induced,  after  a time,  to  fa- 
cilitate their  escape  to  the  British  provinces.  But  these  assas- 
sin^ were  defeated  in  their  plans  ; for  Lieutenant  Groiidcl, 
with  the  rapidity  of  action  and  the  bravery  which  had  ever 
distinguished  him,  arrested  Montfort  with  his  own  hands. 
I'he  prisoners  were  tried  by  a court  martial,  and  being  sen- 
tenced to  be  shot,  were  ‘‘  presently  passed  by  the  arms  at 
the  head  of  the  troops.”'-'" 

"When  all  the  allied  ChoctaAvs  had  arrived,  Biem  ille  re- 
\iewed  his  troops  upon  the  plain  in  the  rear  of  the  fort.  He 
found  that  his  army  was  composed  of  five  hundred  and  tifrv 
men,  exclusive  of  officei-s,  together  with  six  hundred  Indians. 

1/36  jp,  assumed  the  line  of  march  fur  the  couutrv  of  the 

May  4 

enemy.  The  larger  number  of  the  French  troops  embarked 
in  the  boats.  Some  of  the  Indians  }»roceeded  in  their  own 
canoes,  while  many  hardy  Canadians,  called  couriers  ch  hois, 
marched  with  other  Indians,  sometimes  along  the  banks,  wliero 
the  swamps  did  not  intervene;  and  then  again  a mile  or  two 
from  the  river.  It  was  truly  an  imposing  scene  to  be  exhibit- 
ed in  these  interminable  wilds.  After  encountering  many 
difllculties,  the  redoubtable  Bienville  at  length  reached  the 
spot  viiere  now  htands  the  city  of  Columbus,  in  Mississippi  : 
May  23  aiKi  piusuiiig  his  tcdious  voyage,  finally  moored  his  boat.-  at 
or  near  the  jilaco  now  known  as  Cotton  Gin  Fort.  Here  di>- 
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embarking,  he  immediately  began  to  fell  the  trees  in  the  chapter 
forest,  and  soon  stockaded  a place  ample  enough  to  secure 
'his  baggage  and  jn’ovisious,  together  ^vith  the  sick;  wliile  the  May  23 
side  fronting  the  river  was  arranged  with  loop-holes  for  mus- 
ket'^, to  protect  liis  boat^,  which  were  all  unladen  and  drawn 
up  close  together.  He  was  twenty-seven  miles  from  the 
towns  of  the  enemy,  which  lay  in  a western  direction.  He 
left  twenty  men  here  under  Vanderek,  besides  tlie  keeper  of 
the  magazine,  tlie  patroons  of  the  boats,  and  some  of  the  sol- 
diers who  were  sick.  AVith  some  dithculty  he  hired  a suffi- 
cient number  of  the  Choctaws  to  transport  the  sacks  of  jxwv- 
der  and  balls,' for  the  negroes  were  alrea  ly  laden  with  other 
thing's.  Taking  pro\isions  with  him  to  last  twelve  days,  the 
governor  began  the  march  in  the  evening,  and  that  night  en-  M^y  24 
camped  si\  miles  from  the  depot.  The  rains  which  incom- 
moded him  in  his  voyage  U}>  the  river,  did  not  forsakt'  him 
on  his  march  upon  the  present  occasion ; for,  scarcely  had  ho 
formed  hi-  camp  wlien  a violent  storm  arose.  The  next  day 
lie  passed  three  deep  ravines, — the  soldiers  wading  up  to  their 
— and  after  gaining  the  opposite  banks,  slipj-ing  and 
falling  constantly  upon  tho  slimy  soil.  (Iretit  difficulties  were 
surmount(Ml  in  transjiorting  the  effirts  of  the  army  over  th«‘se 
angry  toriviits.  The  l»anks  on  either  side  were  covered  with 
lan»’e  canes,  but  r>i('nvil!e  took  the  }»recaution  always  to  >end 
spies  in  advance,  to  prevent  surprise  from  ambuscades.  So»mi, 
however,  the  hh-ench  were  relieved  by  tlu‘  ap])t'arance  of  the 
most  beautiful  (■ountry  in  the  world.  'I'he  prairies  wa-re 
stretched  out  wide  before  them,  covered  with  grei'ii  grass. 
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flowers  and  strawberries,  while  forests  of  magnificent  trees 
were  to  be  seen  in  the  distance.  A breeze  gently  j)laved 
over  the  surfiice  of  the  lovely  jdains,  and  a May  day's  sun 
warmed  all  nature  into  life.  The  sleek  cattle  were  every- 
where grazing  upon  tliese  sweet  meadows  of  nature.  The 
nimble  deer  bounded  along,  and  drives  of  wild  horses,  of 
every  variety  of  color,  with  lofty  tails  and  spreading  manes, 
made  the  earth  resound  with  their  rapid  tread.  Alas ! alas  I 
to  think  that  the  inhabitants,  whom  the  Great  S]>irit  had 
placed  in  a country  so  lovely  and  so  enchanting,  were  soon 
to  be  assailed  by  an  army  of  foreigners,  as>isted  by  their  own 
neighbors. 

Drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  enemy,  Ihenville  finally 
encamped  within  six  miles  of  their  towns.  Ills  camp  was 
formed  u]»on  the  border  of  a delightful  prairie,  the  view 
across  which  was  not  interrupted  by  trees,  until  it  had 
readied  far  beyond  the  Indian  houses,  lie  had  previously 
sent  spies  in  all  directions,  to  look  for  1 >’Artagiu*tte  and  his 
troops,  who  were  to  have  joined  him  there.  The  bands, 
chidly  com]>osed  of  Indians,  returned  without  having  heard 
any  tiling  of  that  unfortunate  officer.  Die  governor  was 
sorely  dlsa[»pointed,  and  could  no  longer  hope  for  aid  from 
tluit  st)urce,  and  he  resolved  to  rely  upon  his  own  forces, 
llis  intention,  at  first,  was  to  march  in  a circuitous  direction, 
around  the  Ghiekasaw  villag(‘s,  in  order  to  attack  the  Natchez 
town  which  lay  behind  them,  and  which  had  recently  bt-'Mi 
erected.  Ihit  the  Ghoctaws  had  become  vtuv  imjeiiient  to 
assail  an  advanced  village  of  the  Ghickasaws,  liich,  they 
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insisted,  could  be  easily  taken,  and  'vvliicb,  they  stated,  con-  chapter 
tained  a large  amount  of  provisions.  Their  importunities 
were  disregarded  until  strengthened  by  the  entreaties  of  the 
» Chevalier  Noyau,  the  nephew  of  the  governor,  and  many 
other  French  officers,  whose  impetuous  disposition  made 
them  eager  for  an  immediate  attack.  The  houses  of  the 
enemy  stood  upon  a lull,  in  the  praine,  and  spread  out  in 
the  shape  of  a triangle.  After  some  consideration,  Fienville 
resolved  to  give  the  French  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  a 
long  sought  revenge,  especially  ’\^hen  it  was  made  known  to 
him  that  his  camj>  was  then  pitched  near  the  last  water 
which  his  men  could  [irocure  for  miles  in  a western  direction. 

At  two  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon,  the  Chevalier  Noyau  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  a column  consisting  of  a detachment  of 
fifteen  men  drawn  from  each  of  the  eight  ]"rench  companies, 
a comj>any  ot‘  grenadiers,  forty-tive  volunteers  and  sixty-tivo 
Swiss. 

The  Chickasaws  had  fortified  themselves  with  much  skill,  and 
were  assisted  by  Englishmen,  who  had  caused  them  to  hoist 
a flag  of  their  country  over  one  of  their  defences.  The  I'rench 
troops,  as  they  advanced,  were  not  a little  surprised  to  see  the 
British  Lion,  against  which  many  of  them  had  often  fought  in 
Europe,  now  lloating  over  the  rude  huts  (T  Ann*rican  Indians, 
and  IFhling  them  drtiance.  The  Chickasaws  had  fortiti«‘<l 
their  houses  in  a most  defuisi\e  manner,  by  driving  larg<* 
stakes  into  the  ground  around  them.  Many  loop-holes  wt-re 
cut  through  the  latter,  very  near  the  ground.  'Within  the 
palisadc'S,  entrenchments  were  cut,  dee])  enough  to  j>rotcct  the 


! 


j 


4 


\ 


! 


eee 

..5. 

; 

: -W  ^'■ 

»tr 


avfA  /ka8/.ia  va  Hoz'^si'i  ^ht 

..  ;.  ‘■"'  " '■"r  '"'"  ■ T**'  ■ •.  ■•  - 

'in>o  f/ii*  9<i  hfi/oo  j/^iaiflrfir 

jr-ii  r jMioirtfc^o'i'i  ^>  UixKnmi  o^fftl  ^ b-urli;! 

odJ  V>  ?r>ijt.a4,!U::i  ^iii  iittu/ 

;;»f:nt  ban  orfll  “lO  ’i/aii  i *.  ,iiR*(oV!  rnlr.yoiiO 

liyu-yiH' 

% - cJiifoif  .>sfr  .U^fiSSn  (fJi^iih^cr'uu  nti  igl  xo-^tdJ 

ixi  iw-.-‘  f cyi<f-  i'i  ii  ,‘!iii*;*».j  oth  ni  ,!U({  r iK.^p  bo<>l«  7X(i->fi"> 
^Ux7x^»iJI  ^fjv.r!xvi >fexo.  (fioa  v^ff  'A  x;  lo  'xpuU  axil 

XI  'k>  vm^uJia^jxjQ  its  i»Hi  9/}^  o)  [vxvfow 

<yj  ixUnm  N)yf  xi  vuixf  ; *i  gnoJ 

( );/://  )'iil  f)xi}  iHyxi  ttsxli  .j;//  lxj*l)  ifiixi 

,tT»'i?.*r>ib  « iTf  ftvHia  io"t  y‘t/yC'i‘j  u^ai  *;if{  dniifT? 

ycr/  lU;  ./r  Tyfl^vyil-F^lif  ,A  juiju  OXx)*iA 

it.i  ‘ t-  iui’'yJ  jU  it  bfl'ili  i»»i)  !i{  boorjq 

V i*ii?  lo  Jwt<*  tfunJ  r?/anb  aiitt 

M,r-v.'/  hoA  irt‘>nhji/Jo7  axHi  ,»f!)iWtyiv  ').,  /» 

.^.h/8 

bifi:  Jii)if'. J-iiuci  1;  ,'s  'f  ' ’ bxiil  a7fi?»a3;i!>(iJO  ojIT 

oiAc^jtlJ  lixiif  otlx/  vtf  b'jifiySA  o-um 

xi7a-*t  i 'jjiT  ,i^>'jivJhb  ir>iTl  lodn^_i‘>vc»'nJiiiXO'j'ii  j«{j  'to  yiflr. 
«-::.t  ofi*:  f».)  f.'»vi  upjx«  x^  Jv^rt  9i-yff  Jj^jiuivini  yoill  <n 

- m Ah^aol  <r  -fK>  b»al  ta>dj  'lo  vnx’.m  xW<i  xx  J'riinxn  ,nuLI 

9l>ixt  wuJ  ‘':;ib!y*Il  #/otJ  /xj.ouS. 

(nMf.'Jiot  biaJ  ) -'liT  .0'*<iiiii  'i>  m boR 

^aivhl  vd  ,rjnx(ixufi  7xrMj!‘.Wx  S*!Ox*i  xi  ifi  ^j'-}i\nl  ii‘>xl) 
rnyu  .r4o<I-K/oi  vniiK  um-vxIj  biwuiti  bntxoiy  *mU  oxiii 
rv.ailj  tiiitltV/  .bfiu^'Aiij  mon  ;iv/ ,i5.)Jf;l  exb  tl^iJ/uixU  Jwo 
i'llj  cxl  iljiuoxiy  \{’j-jh,}u'j  yjimtui^a^iiao 


340 


THE  FRENCH  IN  ALABAMA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


1 


CHAPTER 

X. 


% 


1736 
May  26 


persons  of  the  Indians  as  high  as  their  Ijreash^.  In  these  j 

ditclies  they  stood,  and  when  the  baitic  began,  shot  through  i 

the  loop-holes  at  the  French.  The  tops  of  these  for-  ] 

titled  houses  were  covered  with  timbers,  upon  which  was  ] 

placed  a thick  coat  of  mud  plaster,  so  that  neither  ignited  \ 

arrows  nor  bomb  shells  could  set  the  houses  on  tire.  ^Vliat  | 

added  still  more  to  the  security  of  the  Chickasaws,  was  the  po-  | 

sition  of  some  of  their  houses,  wliich  stood  in  nearly  opj'osite  | 

directions,  so  as  to  admit  of  destructive  cross-tliing.  Incnvilli*  ■ 

having  })reviously  learned  that  there  were  several  of  the  Frit-  ' 

ish  in  the  village,  had,  with  mucli  humanity,  as  it  may  at  that 
time  have  seemed,  directed  the  Chevalier  Noyau  to  give  them 
time  to  retire  before  he  brought  on  the  attack.  The  divi- 
sion then  marched  briskly  on.  It  was  protected  by  move- 
able breastworks,  called  mantalets,  which  were  now  carried  by 
the  com]>any  of  negroes.  As  their  lives  appear  not  to  have 
been  esteemed  of  as  much  value  as  those  of  the  French, 
these  neo'roes  were  used  in  the  same  manner  as  shields  are  in  ] 

battle.  When  the  troops  advanced  within  carbine  shot  of  the  [ 

village  of  Ackia,  where  waved  the  British  tlag,  one  of  the  • 

negroes  was  killed,  and  another  wouiuled.  Thev  all  ia>w 
throw  down  their  mantalets  and  i)recipitately  tied,  'iha 
French,  with  their  usual  impetuosity,  rapidly  advanced.  I hey 
entered  the  Nillago.  The  grenadiers  led.  And  now,  no  long- 
er protected  by  the  mantalets,  they  received  a severe  fm- 
from  the  Chick:is;n\s,  which  killed  and  wounded  many.  Among  j 

the  former  was  the  gallant  and  accomplished  Che\ali«.r  d-  ^ 

Contre  CVeiir ; and  when  he  fell  dead  it  ]>roduced  an  unjha-  . 
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sant  feeling  among  those  around  him,  by  Avhom  he  was  greatly 
esteemed.  Upon  his  right  and  left  soldiers  lay  dead,  discol- 
oring the  green  grass  with  their  hot  blood.  But  the  troops 
carried  three  fortified  cabins,  and  reached  several  smaller  ones, 
W’hich  they  presently  wrapped  in  flames.  The  chief  fort,  and 
other  fortified  houses,  lay  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  those 
they  had  in  possession.  The  Chevalier  Xoyan  was  eager  to 
advance  upon  them,  but  turning  round  to  take  a rapid  survey 
of  his  forces,  he  was  mortified  to  perceive  that  only  the  ofli- 
cers,  a dozen  of  the  volunteers,  and  some  grenadiers  remained 
with  him.  Dismayed  by  the  fidl  of  Captain  de  Lusser,^  who 
was  now  killed,  and  seeing  a popular  sergeant  ot‘  grenadiers, 
and  several  soldiei-s,  also  fall,  the  troops  retreated  to  the  cab- 
ins w'hich  were  fiist  taken.  In  vain  did  the  officers,  who  bc- 
lono-ed  to  the  rear,  endeavoi-  to  drive  them  on  to  the  scene  of 
action.  A panic  had  seized  them,  and  no  exhortation,  threats, 
promises  of  promotion,  or  hopes  of  military  glory,  could  in- 
duce them  to  make  the  slightest  advance  from  their  cowardly 
position.  But  the  oflicers  resolved  more  than  e\er,  to  do  their 
duty,  and  placing  themselves  at  the  head  of  a few  brave  sol- 
diers, essayed  to  storm  the  fort.  But  just  at  the  moment  of 
their  contemplated  charge,  the  brave  Chevalier  De  Xoyan, 
Grondel,  an  invincible  lieutenant  of  the  Swiss,  DTIauteri\e,  a 
captain  of  the  grenadiei's,  Montbrun,  Do  \ elles,  and  many 


* It  will  1)C  recolleotod  that  Do  Lus.scr,  who  was  now  killed,  was  the 
ofHcer  whom  Bienville  sent  to  construct  Fort  “ Toinhccbe,”  upon  the 
site  of  the  present  Jones’  Blutf. 

19 


CHAPTER 

X. 

1736 
May  26 


1736 
May  2b 


342 


TH&:  frf:nch  in  alabama  and  Mississippi. 


CHAPTER 

X. 


1736 
May  26 


173C 
May  26 


other  ofticci's  and  soldiei's  received  severe  wounds.  Tlie  balls 
of  the  (^likkasaws  came  thick,  and  whi/.zcd  over  the  prairies. 
The  bleeding  De  Xoyan  stood  his  ground,  and  despatched  liis 
aid  to  assist  in  l)rlngiiig  up  tlie  soldiers,  who  still  scrcene<l 
themselves  belimd  the  cabins  ; bat  as  he  Ictt  to  perform  the 
order,  a Chickasaw  ball  put  an  end  to  his  e.vistcnce.  The 
death  of  tliis  officer,  wliose  name  was  De  Juzan,  increased  the 
panic  vrhicli  had  so  unfortunately  seized  upon  the  larger  num- 
ber of  the  troops.  A party  of  Indians,  at  this  moment,  rush- 
ed up  to  seal]'  Grondel,  the  Swiss  officer,  who  had  fallen  lu-ar 
the  walls  of  the  fort.  A brave  sergeant,  with  four  foarle-^'^ 
soldiers,  rushed  to  the  rescue.  1 Iriviiig  off  the  savages,  they 
were  about  to  bear  him  off  in  their  arms,  when  a fire  from 
the  fort  killed  e^■ery  one  of  these  noble  fellows  ! But  the 
bleeding  Gioudel  still  survived,  although  those  uho  coim' t" 
protect  his  head  from  the  blows  of  the  hatchet,  lav  dead  by 
his  side.  Another  act  of  heroism  is  worthy  of  record.  Beg- 
nisse  now  rushed  out  alone,  and  making  his  way  to  the  unfor- 
tunate Grondel,  vho  still  lay  bleeding  from  live  woumb. 
dragged  him  out  from  among  the  bodies  of  those  who  had 
just  falhui  in  his  defence,  placed  him  on  his  b»aok,  and  return- 
ed to  the  French  lines,  without  receiving  a solitary  wound 
from  the  showers  of  Chickasaw  balls.  The  almost  litclc"' 
Grondel  received,  however,  another  severe  W(.)und  :ls  ho  wa.' 
borne  off  by  the  noble  Regnisso.'"'’' 


* This  (.IroiiJ'  l was  an  oilioer  of  iiuluinitahlo  Courage.  Hi>  Ule  Nva 
full  of  ronianlic  events.  Ho  luul  fought  .several  iluels  at  Mobile.  It 
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But  Avliere  ^vere  the  six  hundred  Choctaws,  while  the 
French  were  thus  expiring  in  agony  upon  the  prairie  ? 
Painted,  plumed,  and  dressed  in  a manner  the  most  fimtastic 
and  horrible,  they  kept  the  plain,  on  either  side  of  the 
French  lines,  at  a distance  where  the  balls  of  the  enemy 
could  not  reach  them,  sending  forth  yells  and  shouts,  and 
occasionally  dancing  and  shooting  their  guns  in  the  air. 
The  brave  Chickasaws  maintained  their  positions  in  the  forti- 
fied houses,  and,  from  loop  holes,  riddled  the  French  with 
their  unerring  rides.  They,  too,  yelled  most  awfull}-.  The 
scene  was  one  calculated  to  excite  deep  interest,  for,  added  to 
all  this,  the  looker-on  might  have  viewed  the  dames  rising  uj» 
from  the  burning  cabins,  and  sending  above  tlu'iii  volumes  of 
black  smoke,  which  a May  breeze  wafted  to  the  far  otf 
forests. 

The  Chevalier  Pe  IXoyan  now  ordered  a retreat  to  tlie 
advanced  cabins,  and  when  he  had  arrived  tluu-e,  he  des- 
patched an  otiicer  to  Bienville,  bearing  an  account  of  their 
critical  condition.  Xoyan  sent  him  word  that,  although 
severely  wounded  himself,  he  was  determined  to  keep  the 
position  which  he  had  just  taken.  IP  requested  that  a 
detachment  should  be  sent  to  his  assistance,  to  bear  otf  the 
dead  and  wounded,  and  assist  those  who  were  alive  to  make 
a retreat,  ;is,  now,  no  further  hope  remained  of  storming  llu- 
fortifications  of  the  Chickasaws.  Bienvilh^  was  hasteiic*!  ij» 

recovered  Iroin  the  wounds  which  he  n-ecived  in  this  battle,  anil  was 
promoted  to  hi<;ii  military  stations. 
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Ms  determination  to  send  aid,  by  observing  that  a Chickasaw 
force  on  the  flank,  which  Iiad  not  yet  participated  an  tlie 
battle,  were  about  to  sally  from  their  houses,  and  immolate 
the  French  ofticers  and  the  few  soldiers  who  had  remained 
v\ith  them.  He  then  immediately  despatched  Beauchamp, 
Math  eighty  men,  to  the  scene  of  action.  Arriving  there  he 
found  the  French  oflicers  huddled  together,  keeping  their 
ground  at  the  imminent  peril  of  their  lives.  Beauchamp,  in 
advancing,  had  already  lost  several  men.  The  Chickasaws 
now  redoubled  their  exertions,  and  made  the  })lains  resound 
with  their  exulting  shouts.  Beauchamp  began  the  retreat, 
carrying  off  many  of  the  wounded  and  the  dead,  but  unfortu- 
nately wiis  forced  to  leave  some  beb.ind,  who  fell  into  tlie 
tiger  clutches  of  the  Chickasaws.  When  the  French  had 
retreated  some  distance,  towards  Bienville’s  head  quartei*s, 
the  Choctaws,  by  way  of  bravado,  rushed  up  to  the  Chicka- 
saw fortifications,  as  if  they  intended  to  carry  them  by 
storm,  but  receiving  a general  volley  from  the  enemy,  they 
fled  in  great  terror  over  the  prairie. 

Tlie  battle  of  Ackia  had  lasted  three  houi*s,  and  resulted 
in  glory  to  the  Chickasaws,  and  disgrace  to  the  French. 
When  the  French  troops  arrived  at  the  camp,  proper  atten- 
tion was  ]>aid  to  the  wounded  and  the  dying.  It  was  not 
long  before  this  brilliant  and  exciting  scene  w:us  made  to  give 
place  to  one  which  presented  an  aspect  at  once  quiet,  calm 
and  beautiful.  1'he  sun,  in  his  retirement  for  the  night,  had 
just  sunk  to  the  tojts  of  the  trees  in  the  far  otf  di>tanee.  A 
cool  and  d('licioiis  breeze  was  made  sweut  with  the  odour  of 
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wild  flowers.  The  Chickasaws  were  as  quiet  as  the  boa-con- 
strictor after  he  has  gorged  upon'  his  prey.  The  cattle  and 
horses,  much  disturbed  during  the  fight,  now  began  to  move 
up  and  feed  upon  their  accustomed  meadows.  What  a 
contrast  had  been  produced  by  the  lapse  of  only  two  hours ! 

During  this  quiet  scene,  a collection  of  French  officers  were 
on  one  side  of  the  camp,  summing  up  the  misfortunes  of  the 
day.  Among  them  stood  Simon,  the  commander  of  the 
negroes  who  fled  from  the  field.  Simon  was  a favorite  with 
the  officers,  and  had  resolutely  maintained  his  ground  during 
the  engagement.  Some  of  them  rallied  him  upon  the  flight 
of  his  company,  which  annoyed  him  excessively.  At  that 
moment,  a drove  of  horses  came  down  to  the  stream  to  slake 
their  thirst,  not  far  from  the  fortified  houses  of  the  Chicka- 
saws. The  desperate  Simon,  in  reply  to  those  who  made 
sport  of  his  company,  seized  a rope  and  ran  ofl’  towards  the 
hoi'ses,  saying:  “1  will  show  you  that  a negro  is  as  bra^’e  as 
any  one.”  lie  passed  around  the  horses  in  full  range  of  the 
Chickasaw  rifles,  from  which  balls  were  showered  upon  him, 
and  making  his  way  up  to  a beautiful  white  mare,  threw  a 
rope  over  her  head,  and  thus  securing  her,  passed  it  around 
her  nose,  mounted  upon  her  back  with  the  agility  of  a 
Camanche  Indian,  and  pressed  her  with  rapid  sj)oed  into  the 
French  lines.  He  did  not  receive  a wound, — and  lie  was 
welcomed  with  .shouts  by  the  soldiers,  and  was  no  more 
jeered  on  account  of  the  cowardice  of  bis  comjiany.* 
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13ienville,  pleased  with  the  gallantry  which  Regnisse  had 
displayed  in  bearing  oft’  the  wounded  G rondel,  immedkitely 
from  under  tlie  guns  of  the  Chickasaws,  had  him  brought  to 
the  marquee,  com}>limented  him  upon  the  generous  and 
heroic  act  which  he  had  performed,  and  }ao}»osed  to  promote 
him  to  the  rank  of  an  officer.  The  brave  R''gnisse  modestly 
replied  that  ho  had  done  nothing  more  than  what  could  have 
been  accomplished  by  any  of  his  brother  gi’enadiers,  jind 
stated  that  as  he  could  not  write,  he  was  unfitted  for  an  offi- 
cer ; therefore  he  declined  the  intended  honor. 

Night  now  shrouded  the  scene  with  its  sable  mantle,  and 
the  French  troops  reposed  behind  some  trees  which  liad  been 
felled  for  their  protection.  The  Chickasaws  remained  quiet 
within  their  intrenchments.  At  length  day  dawned,  and 
exhibited  to  Bienville  a painful  sight.  On  the  ramparts  of 
the  Chickasaws  were  suspended  the  l'’rench  soldiers  and 
officers,  whom  Beauchamp  was  f(,)rced  to  leave  upon  the  field. 
Their  limbs  had  been  separated  from  their  bodies,  and  thus 
were  they  made  to  dangle  in  the  aii-,  for  the  purpose  of 
insulting  the  defeated  invaders.  Many  of  the  oftieei-s  wished 
to  ru.sh  again  upon  the  villages,  but  Bienville  determined  to 
retreat,  as  the  Choctaws  were  of  no  assistance  to  him,  and  he 
was  without  cannon  to  batter  down  the  fortifications.  In  the 
afternoon,  at  two  o’clock,  he  began  the  retrograde  march. 
The  soldiers,  worn  down  with  the  fatigue  produced  by  the  bat- 
tle and  the  mortifications  arising  from  its  disgraceful  termina- 
tion, were  unable,  in  addition  to  their  lu*avy  loads  ot  baggagi-, 
to  carry  the  wounded,  who  wen‘  placed  in  littei*s.  Cou<e- 
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qiiently  night  set  in  by  the  time  Bienville  had  marched  only 
four  miles ; here  tlie  camp  was  again  made.  The  Choctaws 
wore  highly  exasperated  on  account  of  this  sIoav  movement, 
and  lied  Shoes,  who  had  long  endeavored  to  wean  his  people 
from  the  French  interest,  now'  vociferoii>ly  thrcaleiicd  to  take 
with  him  the  greater  portion  of  the  Clioctaws,  and  thus  leave 
the  French  to  the  mercy  of  the  Chickasaws  in  this  wild  and 
distant  region.  Bienville  was  startled  w hen  he  was  iiilbrjned 
of  this  determination.  ITe  sent  for  the  main  (’hief  of  the 
Choctaw'S,  and  by  his  eloquence  and  the  force  of  that  myste- 
rious influence  which  he  possessed,  lie  succeeded  not  only  in 
getting  the  Choctaws  to  remain  with  the  army,  but  made 
them  consent  to  assist  in  the  trans})ortation  of  the  wounded. 
Red  Shoes  rebuked  the  head  Chief,  for  consenting  to  such 
terms,  in  a manner  so  insulting,  that  the  latter  drew  his 
pistol  from  his  belt,  and  was  in  the  act  of  shooting  him, 
when  Bir-nvillc  seized  his  arm,  saved  the  life  of  Ked  Slax's, 
and,  for  a while,  put  an  end  to  an  affair  which  threatened 
the  most  serious  consequences.  The  next  morning  Bicnvill.* 
put  his  tr«X)ps  u]»on  the  march,  and  he  arrived  at  the  depot, 
upon  the  Tombigby,  on  the  29th  May,  after  he  had  buried 
two  of  his  men,  on  the  way,  who  ha<l  ilie»l  of  their  wounds, 
Ihenville  was  a.''tonishc<l  to  observe  how  much  tlu‘ri\  er  had 
fallen,  and  he  hurried  his  effects  int.i  the  boats,  for  fear  that 
the  delay  of  a day  h»nger  would  hxavc'  him  without  a >treani 
sufticient  to  convey  him  to  Mobile.  When  the  troops  h.ad 
embarked,  the  ropes  which  bound  the  Itoats  to  (he  banks  weii' 
untied,  and  then  the  discomfited  French  party  p:i'"'cd  ihovn 
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the  stream.  The  channel  of  the  Little  Torabigby  was  here 
so  crooked  and  narrow,  that  the  boats  had  frequently  to  'Stop 
until  logs  and  projecting  limbs  were  cut  out  of  the  way.  If 
the  ('hickasaws  had  followed  up  the  French,  they  could  easily 
have  destroyed  Bienville’s  army  at  this  time.  At  length  the 
army  reached  Fort  “Tembecbe,”  now  Jones’  Bluff.  Bien- 
ville, sending  on  a portion  of  the  troops,  and  the  sick  and 
wounded  to  Mobile,  disembarked  at  the  fort.  He  remained 
there,  however,  but  one  day,  which  he  consumed  in  planning 
upon  paper,  and  tracing  upon  the  ground  additions  which  he 
directed  to  be  made  to  the  defences.  Then,  leaving  Captain 
De  Berthel  in  command  of  Fort  “ Tombeebe,”  with  a garri- 
son of  thirty  Frenchmen  and  twenty  Swiss,  proNisions  to  last 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  an  abundance  of  merchan- 
dize intended  to  be  used  in  a commerce  Avith  the  Indians,  the 
governor  entered  his  boats,  and  continued  the  voyage  until 
they  were  moored  at  the  toAvn  of  Mobile. 

But  where  Avas  the  brave  and  unfortunate  B’Artaguettc  ? 
Why  did  not  his  army  join  Bienville  at  the  CliickasaAv  towns  ? 
The  reader  Avill  presently  see.  That  officer  had  a>sembled  the 
tribes  of  the  Illinois  at  Fort  Chatres,  and  had  made  them 
acquainted  with  the  ])lans  of  Governor  Bienville.  With  tho.se 
Indians,  and  others  Avhich  Be  Vincennes  had  collected  iqioii 
the  WabiLsh,  together  Avith  thirty  sohlicrs  and  one  hundred 
volunteers,  B’Artaguette  floated  down  the  Misslssijtpi  river 
until  he  reached  the  last  of  the  ChiekasaAv  Blutls.  He  had 
expected  U>  have  been  joined  by  1 >e  (irandpre,  who  comm:;ial- 
ed  at  the  Arkansas,  and  that  ollicer  had  sent  twenty-eight 
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warrioi*s  of  that  tribe  to  ascertain  whether  D’Artaguette  was  chapter 
at  Ecores  a Prudhomme.  These  scouts  were  instructed  to 
return  with  the  necessary  information ; but  upon  arriving*  at 
that  place,  and  tinding  tliat  D’Artaguette  had  set  out  upon 
his  expedition,  they  liastened  to  follow  him  into  the  enemy’s 
country.  Disembarking  at  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  D’Arta- 
guette marched  across  the  country,  at  a slow  pace,  ho})ing  to 
be  overtaken  by  De  Grandpre,  and  also  by  iffontcherval,  who 
had  been  ordered  to  bring  on  his  Cahokias  and  Mitclngamias. 

Pursuing  the  march  in  an  eastward  direction,  iJ’Artaguette 
advanced  among  ilie  sources  of  the  Yalobusha,  and  there 
encamped  on  the  9th  May.  lie  was  but  a few  mik-s  east  of  the 
site  of  the  present  town  of  Pontotoc,  in  Mississippi,  near  the 
place  where  he  and  Bienville  were  to  have  met  each  other, 
and  not  more  than  thirty  miles  fi-oni  the  spot  where  the 
latter,  afterwards,  inoored  his  boats, — near  the  present  Cotton 
Gin  I’ort.  D’Artaguette  sought,  in  vain,  for  intellig»*ncc  of 
the  commander-in-chief,  lie  was  assisted  l.)y  Lieutenant  Vin- 
cennes, the  young  Voisin,  and  Si.uiac,  a holy  fatlu-r  of  the 
order  of  Jesuits,  in  arranging  and  conducting  the  sjw  com- 
panies, who  roamed  the  forests  in  search  of  Bienville.  But 
nothing  could  be  heard  of  him  until  a courier  brought  to 
D’Artaguette  a letter,  in  which  he  was  informed  that  unex- 
jiected  delays  would  prevent  Bienville  from  reaching  the 
Chickasaw  towns  before  the  last  of  A[»ril.  I'he  ivd  allies 
liad  become  impatifiit,  for,  by  this  time,  D'Artagin-(te  had 
occujtied  his  camp  for  eleven  days.  11c  now  resolved  to 
advance  upon  the  Chieka'>aws,  as  his  allies  had  threatened  to 
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CHAPTER  abandon  biia  if  lie  did  not  soon  bring  on  the  attack.  They 
represented  to  him  that  the  advance  town  was  inhabited  by 
the  refugee  Natchez,  and  by  taking  it  they  could  return  to 
their  encampment  with  an  abundance  of  provisions,  wliere 
they  ndght  remain  entrcrichod  until  rdonville's  arrival.  Thh 
plausible  proposition  found  advocates  in  the  French  officers. 
The  allied  forces  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  thirty' French- 
men, and  direc  hundred  and  sixty  Indians.  The  French 
advanced  withiii  a mile  of  the  village,  on  Palm  Sunday. 
Frontigny  was  here  left  at  the  camp,  with  thirty  men,  in 
charge  of  all  the  baggage.  P’Artaguette  advanced  rapidly 
to  the  attack,  which  he  piresently  laought  on  with  hi< 
accustomed  gallantr}'.  At  that  moment,  thirty  Fngli<hnien 
and  five  hundr(‘d  Indians,  who  an  ere  concealed  behind  an 
adjacent  hill,  rose  up  and  fell  upon  the  invaders  with  such 
im])etuosity  that  the  Miamis  and  the  Illinois  tied  from  the 
battle  held.  Indeed,  all  the  Indians  ttjok  to  their  heels, 
except  a few  Iroquois  and  Arkansas,  who  behaved  in  the 
bravest  manner.  The  guns  of  the  enemy  brought  to  the 
ground  Lieutenant  St.  Ange,  Ensigns  Pe  Foidanges,  1 )e  La 
^ Graviere  and  1 >e  Couitignv,  with  six  of  the  militia  officers. 

May.20  ‘ 

J>y  this  time  the  French  were  almost  surround-'d,  but  they 
still  continued  to  keep  their  position.  Presently,  Gaptain 
Des  Essarts  was  seen  to  fall,  and  also  Lieulenaiit  Langl»>i> 
and  Ensign  LcNieux.  So  great  was  the  loss  of  the  French,  in 
this  diort,  but  desperate  contlict,  that  I )'.\rtaguette  determined 
to  retreat  to  the  cam]>,  for  the  double  purpose  of  saving  lus 
baggage,  and  of  being  reinforced  by  tin*  men  he  had  Icit 
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there.  But  the  retreat  could  not  he  conducted  with  the  chapter 
least  order,  tor  the  Chickasaws  were  close  upon  their  heels, 
and  at  letigth  ag’ain  .surrounded  them.  D’Artairuette  now 
fell,  covered  with  wounds,  and  was  taken  prisoner,  together 
with  Father  Suiac,  Vincennes,  Du  Tisne,  an  officer  of  the 
regulars,  a captain  of  tlie  militia,  named  Lalande,  and  some 
soldiers,  inakino*  nineteen  in  all.  Xot  one  man  would  liave 
escaped  the  clutches  of  the  brave  Chickasaws,  if  a violent 
storm,  which  now  arose,  had  not  prevented  further  pm*suit. 

It  was  a great  victory ; all  the  provisions  and  l»aggage  of 
D’Artaguette  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Chickasaws,  besides 
eleven  horses,  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  c>f  powder  and 
twelve  hundred  bullets.  With  this  powder  and  these  bullets 
they,  afterwards,  shot  down  the  troops  of  Bienville,  as  we 
have  already  seen. 

Voisin,  a vouth  of  onlv  si.xteen  years  of  age,  condiu-ted  the 
retreat  for  many  miles,  without  food  or  water,  while  hi>  men 
carried  such  of  the  wounded  as  they  were  able  to  bear,  d his  M.-»y 
noble  youth, — one  of  the  bravest  that  ever  lived, — stood  by 
the  side  of  D’Artaguette  in  all  this  bloody  engagement.  At 
length,  oil  the  sec»md  day  of  his  painful  retreat,  he  halted  his 
men  at  a place,  where  Montcherval,  who  was  following  D'Ar- 
taguette  with  mie  hundred  and  si.vty  Indians,  had  encamped. 

The  latter,  collcrting  the  fragments  of  the  army,  fell  back  to 
the  Mi'^.'-issipi>i  river. 

At  first,  the  unfortun.ite  DWrtaguette  and  his  equally  un- 
fortunate companion-^  in  ca]>ti\ity,  u*‘re  treated  with  kimlnevN 
and  attention  by  the  Chickasaws,  who  dressed  their  wounds. 
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CHAPTER  Hopes  of  a h’-gh  ransom  prompted  this  conduct,  so  unusual 
with  Indians.  They  expected  not  only  to  receive  inonev  tVpni 
May  Bienville,  who  was  known  to  be  approaching,  but  imagined 
that,  by  holding  these  men  as  }»risonei-s,  tlie  governor  would 
consent  to  leave  their  towns  umittacked.  But  at  length  they 
‘received  intelligence  that  Bienville  had  been  defeated,  and 
they  now  resolved  to  sacritice  the  prisoners.  They  led  them 
out  to  a neighboring  field,  and  D’Artaguette,  Father  Senac, 
Vincennes,  and  fifteen  others  were  pinioned  to  stakes  and 
burned  to  death  1 One  of  the  soldiers  was  spared  to  cairy 
the  news  of  the  triumph  of  the  Chiekasaws,  and  the  death  of 
these  unhappy  men,  to  the  mortified  Bienville.^ 

The  Chiekasaws  have  never  been  conquered.  They  could 
not  be  defeated  by  De  Soto,  with  his  Spanish  army,  in  1541 ; 
by  Bienville,  with  his  French  army  and  Southern  Indians,  in 
1*730;  by  D’Artaguette,  with  his  French  army  and  Xortherii 
Indians;  by  the  Marquis  I)e  Vandreuil,  with  his  French  troo]>> 
and  Choctaws,  in  1752 ; nor  by  the  Creeks,  Cherokees,  Kieka- 
poos,  Shawnees  and  Choctaws,  Avho  continually  waged  ^\ar 

* MvS.  letters  obtained  from  Paris.  I have  also  consulted  Gayarre's 
Histone  de  la  Loiiisiane,  vol.  1,  pje  311-331,  which  cc.ntains  the  dt.'- 
patehes  of  Bienville  to  the  Freiieh  ('ourt,  in  relation  to  these  hatiK  '• 
Also,  Dumont’s  Meinoires  Ili-toriiiues  snr  la  Louisiano — BaneruU's 
History  of  the  United  tState.-^,  vol,  3 — The  South  Wo?t  hy  Ale.xaniK  r 
B.  Meek,  of  Mobile — Martin’s  Loiii>iana — Stodart’s  Louisiana — M»*- 
nette’s  Ili-'tory  of  the  5Iississipj)i  ^'alley,  vol.  1,  pp.  2^3-2^^' — I-oui.- 
iana,  its  Colonial  History  and  Romance,  by  Charles  Gayarre  ; New- 
York,  1651  ; pi».  470— 105. 
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against  them.  No  ! they  were  “ the  bravest  of  the  brave 
and  even  when  they  had  emigrated  to  the  territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, not  many  years  ago,  they  soon  subdued  some  tribes  who 
attacked  them  in  that  quarter. 

Young  men  of  North  Western  Alabama  and  North  East- 
ern Mississippi ! Remember  that  the  bravest  race  that  ever 
lived,  once  occupied  the  country  which  you  now  inhabit — 
once  fished  in  your  streams,  and  cliased  the  elk  over  your  vast 
plains.  Remember,  that  whenever  that  soil,  which  yon  now 
tread,  was  pressed  by  the  feet  of  foes,  it  was  not  only  bravely 
defended,  but  drenched  with  the  blood  of  the  invaders.  Will 
you  ever  disgrace  that  soil,  and  the  memory  of  its  fii-st  occu- 
pants, by  submitting  to  injustice  and  oppression,  and  finally 
to  invcasion  ? We  unhesitatingly  give  the  answer  for  you — 
“ No — no — never  !” 
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ciiAPrf:R 

XI. 


CIIAPTEK  XL 

BIENVILLE  LEAVES  THE  COLONY  — HIS 
CHARACTER. 


In  our  investigAtions  of  the  French  Colonial  History  of 
Alabama  and  ^fississippi,  for  a period  of  sixteen  years  from 
the  conclusion  of  the  campaigns  of  Bienville  and  D’Arta- 
gnette,  in  the  C’hickasaw  nation,  we  tind  but  little  to  interest  the 
reader.  Tlie  same  difficulties  as  heretofore,  continued  to  exi>t 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  with  the  colonial  authorities  and 
with  the  Eng’li'ih  of  Carolina.  Bienville  began,  soon  after  his 
defeat  near  Rontotoc,  to  lose  favor  with  the  King  and  the 
West  India  C'ompany.  To  recover  the  ground  which  he  had 
lost  in  their  confidence,  he  exerted  himself  to  organize  anotlier 
expedition  against  the  Chichasaws  ; and  having  perfected  it, 
lie  sailed  up  the  Mississi}»pi  to  Fort  St.  Francis,  and  disem- 
barking, brought  his  army  to  a place  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Margot  or  Wolf  river.  Here  his  trooj-s  remained  a Kmg 
time,  until,  >edueed  by  death  from  various  diseases,  and  by 
famine,  he  \\as  left  \\ith  but  few  soldiers.  Finally,  with  these 
M.  Celeron  was  ordered  to  march  against  the  Chickasaw 
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towns.  As  he  advanced,  the  Chickasaws,  supposing  that  a 
large  French  army  had  invaded  their  country,  sued  for  peace. 
Celeron  took  advantage  of  their  mistake,  and  immediately  come 
to  terms  with  them.  Tlie  Chickasaws  promised  to  expel  the  Eng- 
lish traders  from  their  country,  and,  from  that  time,  to  remain 
true  to  the  French  interest.  When  the  result  of  this  expedition, 
which  terminated  forever  the  military  operations  of  Bienville, 
became  known  in  France,  the  governor  began  to  receive  des- 
patches dictated  in  a sj)irit  of  much  harshness  and  censure. 
The  pride  of  Bienville  was  wounded — his  spirit  was  humbled; 
and,  being  too  sensible  a man  to  retain  a po.'/ition  the  duties 
of  which  it  was  belie^ed  he  had  failed  creditably  to  pertorm, 
he  now  rerpiested  to  be  recalled.  He  wrote  to  the  Minister 
as  follows : — 

“ If  success  had  always  corresponded  with  my  a]»plication 
to  the  affairs  of  the  government  and  administration  ot  the 
colony,  and  with  my  zeal  for  the  service  ot  the  King,  I would 
have  rejoiced  in  devoting  the  rest  of  my  days  to  such 
objects;  but,  through  a sort  of  fatality,  which,  tor  some  time 
past,  luis  obstinately  tliAvarted  my  best  concerted  ])lans,  I have 
frequently  lost  the  fruit  of  my  labois,  and,  jierhaps,  some  ground 
in  your  excellency’s  confidence: — th(*refore  have  I come  tc>  tln‘. 
conclusion,  that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  me  to  struggle 
against  my  adserse  forluiK'.  1 hope  that  better  luck  may 
attend  my  successor.  Buringthe  remainder  ot  my  stay  here, 
I will  give  all  my  attention  to  smooth  the  difliculties  attached 
to  the  office  which  1 shall  deliver  up  to  liim  ; and  it  is  to  me 
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a subject  of  self-gratnlation  tliat  1 sbaU  transinit  to  him  the 
governmeut  of  the  colony,  ^vhen  its  affairs  are  in  a better  con- 
dition than  they  have  e\-er  bcen.”^ 

Bienville  was,  unquestionably,  not  only  a great  and  good 
man,  but  a modest  one.  We  hnd  in  this  letter  none  of  that 
disgusting  cant  indulged  in  by  American  politicians  and  Ame- 
rican office  holders,  when  they  lose  their  places.  In  these 
days  it  is  common  for  such  men  to  say  that  tliey  have  been 
treated  wth  ingTatitude  by  the  government,  if  they  are  re- 
moved from  an  office, — or  by  the  people,  if  an  opposing  can- 
didate is  elected  to  Congress,  and  to  whine  and  complain 
about  having  “ grown  gray  in  the  service  of  their  country,'’ 
when,  in  trutli,  they  have  lived  at  their  ease  and  feasted  upon 
the  contents  of  the  public  treasury,  time  out  of  mind.  Some 
of  these  men  have  received  over  a hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  occupying  seats  in  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  much  larger  sums  for  filling  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent, and  for  foreign  missions,  and  yet,  after  all  these  favors, 
from  the  government  and  the  people,  they  complain  of  being 
treated  with  ingratitude,  if  they  lose  their  ];osition.  The 
people  who  permitted  them  so  long  to  hold  these  trusts,  often 
to  their  own  injury,  should  never  be  charged  with  the  crime 
of  ingratitude ; but  the  reci}.>ient  of  all  these  political  favors 

* Louisiana,,  its  Colonial  Ili.story  and  Romance,  by  Charles  Gayarre, 
pp.  52G-527.  See  also  Bienville’s  letter  in  French,  contained  in  His- 
toirc  de  la  LouLsiane,  par  Charles  Gayarre. 
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should  ever  feel  grateful,  and  retire  with  dignity  and  grace,  chapter 
like  the  good  and  Bienville.^ 

The  successor  of  Bienville,  the  Marquis  De  Vaudreiiil,  ar- 
rived at  Xcw-Orleans,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  former  Ma'y^io 
sailed  for  Fiance.  Although  sixty -five  years  of  age  when  ho 
left  the  colony,  Bienville  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety. 

What  a constitution  for  a man  who  had  passed  through  such 
trials  and  hardships ! In  the  whole  of  the  twenty-five  years 
that  he  passed  in  France,  he  never,  for  one  moment  forgot,  the 
colony  in  Alabama,  ^lississippi  and  Louisiana.  lie  nursed  it 
in  his  remembrance,  as  does  the  aged  grandfather  who  is  far 
off  from  his  beloved  descendants.  He  sympatliizcd  with  its 
misfortunes,  and  exulted  in  its  triumphs  and  ])rosperity. 
Whenever  a vessel,  from  the  colony,  reached  the  shores  of 
France,  Bienville  was  the  fii'st  to  go  on  board,  and  learn 
tidings  of  his  beloved  bantling.  And  when  the  french  King, 
towards  tlic  last  of  Bienville’s  days,  ceded  the  colony  ot  Lou- 
isiana to  Spain,  the  good  old  man  implored  him  with  tears  in 

* If  Alabama  should,  hereafter,  change  the  names  ot  any  of  her 
present  counties,  or  form  new  ones,  we  very  respccttully  suggest  that  one 
be  named  “ Dk  Soto,”  and  another  Bie.wii.lk.”  The  former  was 
the  first  to  discover  our  territory,  and  the  latter  was  the  French  gover- 
nor of  it  for  forty  years  ! M'e  have  a sutlicient  number  of  euunlits, 
rivers,  creeks  and  towns  bearing  Imlian  names,  to  preserve  a remem- 
brance of  the  former  residence  of  the  Red  M ti  here.  Wo  have  coun- 
ties also  named  for  politicians  and  warriors,  but  unlike  Mississippi.  Lou- 
isiana and  Georgia,  we  have  not  one  named  for  a person  whoso  name 
would  lead  us  to  think  of  the  history  of  our  country. 
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his  eyes,  not  to  place  the  French  subjects  of  the  colony  under 
the  control  of  the  tyrannical  Spaniards. 

Another  distinguished  person  departed  from  our  countrv 
about  the  time  that  Bienville  sailed  for  France — Ihron  Db\r- 
taguette,  the  royal  commissary,  who  had  lived  so  long  at 
Mobile.  As  we  have  seen,  he  came  to  our  country  in  170S, 
where  he  filled  several  high  offices  until  1742.  It  was  his 
younger  brother  whom  the  Chickasaws  burned  to  death,  near 
Pontotoc,  in  the  present  State  of  Mississippi.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  royal  commissary  and  Bienville  over  again  became 
friends.  They  ought,  really,  never  to  have  disagreed,  as  they 
were  both  men  of  ability,  honor  and  tidelity. 

The  colony,  at  length,  became  prosperous.  Capitalists  em- 
barked in  agriculture  and  commerce,  after  the  restrictions 
upon  the  latter  had  been  set  aside  by  the  King.  Cargoes  of 
flour,  hides,  pork,  bacon,  leather,  tallow,  bear's  oil  and  lumber 
found  their  way  to  Fairope.  These  articles  came  chiefly  from 
the  Illinois  and  Wabash  countries,  and  the  inhabitants  of  tliat 
region,  in  return,  received  from  Xew-Orleans  and  Mobile,  rice, 
indigo,  tobacco,  su^;ar  and  European  fabrics.  But  a war  broke 
out  Ix'tween  IT-ance  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  Chickasaws 
again  becoming  the  allies  of  the  Eiiglisli,  the  Marquis  It' 
Vamlreuil  determined  to  im  ade  their  country.  I le  organizcil 
liis  armv,  and  eiubarking  i!i  boats,  at  Mobile,  made  h:s  w.ay 
up  the  'rombigby  river.  After  iv>ting  a few  days  at  Fort 
‘•Tombecl)e,"  he  renewed  his  voyage  until  he  nachnl  the 
place  where  Bifinille,  sixti-oii  years  before,  had  discmbarkctl 
his  armv.  Marching  from  this  point  \\ith  his  troojis,  com- 
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posed  of  French  and  Choctaws,  he  reached  the  Chickasaw  chapter 
towns,  and  endeavoring  to  storm  them,  lost  many  of  his  men; 
and  was  tinally  beaten,  and  compelled  to  retreat  to  his  boats 
near  Cotton  Gin  Port.  All  he  accomplished  was  to  destroy 
the  fields  and  burn  some  cabins  of  the  enemy.  Arriving  at 
Fort  “ Tombecbe,”  he  caused  it  to  be  enlarged  and  strength- 
ened— leaving  there  a strong  detachment  to  j)revent  the  in- 
cursions of  tlie  Chickasaws.  Like  Bienville,  the  Marcpiis  re-  1752 
turned  to  Mobile  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  laurels  which  he 
had  won  in  his  expedition  against  the  Chickasaws.'* 

* It  has  been  .stated  to  me,  by  several  persons,  that  cannon  have  been 
found  in  the  Tombigby,  at  or  near  Cotton  Gin  Port,  and  it  has 
been  supposed  that  they  were  left  there  by  Dc  ^oto.  De  Soto  brought 
from  Cuba  but  one  piece  of  artillery,  and  that  he  left  behind  him  in 
Florida.  If  any  such  cannon  have  been  found  in  the  Tombigby,  tin  y 
belonged  to  the  Martphs  De  Vaudreuil.  He  carried  with  him  a few 
pieces  to  operate  against  the  Cliiekasaws  upon  the  occa.=^ion  just  referred 
to.  After  he  had  fought  the  Chickasaws,  and  returned  to  his  boats,  he 
found  that  the  Tomb'igby  had  fallen  considerably,  and  it  is  probable  he 
threw  ilic.-e  cannon  into  the  river  to  lighten  his  boats. 
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CHAPTEK  XII. 

HORliTBLE  DEATH  OF  DEAUDKOT  AND  THE 
SWISS  SOLDIERS. 

chapter  In  l7o7,  Kerlerec  ^vas  governor  of  the  colony.  He  had 
succeeded  the  Marquis  De  Vaiidreuil,  who  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  government  of  New  France.  Some  of  tlie  offi- 
cers, stationed  at  the  ditferent  posts,  were  great  tyrants.  One 
of  them,  named  Duroux,  was  sent  to  command  a detachment 
of  troops  of  the  Swiss  regiment  of  Ilahvyl,  who  were  station- 
1757  ed  at  Cat  Island,  which,  we  believe,  is  now  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  State  of  Alabama.  He  forced  his  soldiers  to 
work  his  gardens,  and  to  burn  coal  and  lime,  which  he  dis- 
posed of  in  trade  for  his  own  emolument.  Some  of  them, 
who  refused  to  work  for  him,  he  caused  to  be  arrested,  strip- 
ped and  tied  naked  to  trees,  where,  for  hours,  the  mosqui- 
toes tortured  tliem  Avith  their  poisonous  stings.  These  sol- 
diers, rc})airing  to  New-Orleans,  received  no  satisfaction  from 
Governor  Jverlerec,  who  presently  sent  them  back  to  Duroux. 
That  officer  was  now  still  more  tyrannical,  and  in  addition  to 
his  other  severe  linage,  gave  them  no  meat  to  eat,  and  fed 
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them  upon  stale  bread.  One  day  he  entered  a boat,  and  was  chapter 
rowed  to  an  adjacent  island,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  deer. 

Returning  in  the  evening,  a party  of  the  soldiers  prepared  them- 
selves to  kill  him,  and,  as  soon  as  he  put  his  foot  upon  shore, 
he  was  instantly  despatched,  by  the  discharge  of  several  guns. 

His  body,  stripped  of  its  apparel,  was  contemptuously  thrown 
into  the  sea.  They  then  rifled  the  King’s  stores,  and,  for  once 
in  a long  while,  fared  sumptuously.  Becoming  masters  of  the 
island,  the  soldiers  set  at  liberty  an  inhabitant,  named  Beau-  1757 
drot,  who  had  been  unjustly  imprisoned  by  Durou.x.  lie  had 
been  long  in  the  colony,  and  was  often  cmjiloyed  upon  dan- 
gerous missions  in  the  Creek  nation.  Indeed,  he  well  under- 
stood the  language  of  these  Indians,  besides  that  of  neigh- 
boring tribes.  Often  had  he  made  journeys  to  Fort  Toulouse, 
upon  the  Coosa,  both  in  boats  and  upon  foot.  lie  was  a 
gi’cat  favorite  of  Bienville.  Beaudrot  was  a powerful  man, 
as  to  strength,  and  almost  a giant  in  size,  and  these  qualities, 
together  with  his  bravery  and  prowess,  endeared  him  to  the 
Indians.  The  soldiers,  who  now  released  liim  from  prison, 
comj>eIled  him  to  conduct  them  towards  Georgia.  Advancing 
rapidly  through  the  woods,  after  they  had  touched  the  main 
land  in  their  boats,  the  veteran  Beaudrot  led  them  around 
Mobile,  up  to  the  Tombigby,  and,  crossing  that  stream,  and 
afterwards  the  Alabama,  in  canoes  which  belonged  to  the 
Indians,  Beaudrot  conducted  them  from  thence  to  Coweta, 
upon  the  Chattahoochie.  Here  he  was  dismissed  by  the  fugi- 
tives, whom  he  compelled  to  give  him  a certificate,  stating 
20 
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CHAPTER  that  he  had  been  forced  to  act  as  their  guide,  and  was  not  in 
any  way  concerned  in  the  killing  of  Duroux. 

Some  of  these  soldiei’s,  who  pursued  their  journey,  made 
safe  their  retreat  to  the  English  in  Georgia  ; but  others  loi- 
tered in  Cloweta  and  Cusseta,  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the 
1757  Indians.  In  the  meantime,  Montberaut,  who  then  com- 
manded at  Fort  Toulouse,  had  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
murder  of  Duroux  and  the  tlis^lit  of  the  soldiers.  Hearing 
that  some  of  them  were  upon  the  Chattahoochie,  a small  de- 
tachment of  soldiers,  and  some  Indians,  under  Beaiidin,  were 
sent  across  the  country,  to  arrest  them.  lieaudin  returned  with 
three  of  the  men,  who,  after  being  chained  in  the  prison  for  a 
weck,were  put  in  canoes,  and  conveyed  down  the  Alabama  river, 
to  Mobile,  and  there  thrown  into  the  dungeon,  to  await  trial. 

Beaudi\)t  ariived  in  l\Iobile,  and  was  quietly  liv  ing  in  his 
hut,  when  two  of  his  sons,  who  had  just  arrived  from  New- 
Orleans,  were  the  innocent  cause  of  his  arrest.  Governor 
Kerlerec  sent  by  them  a sealed  package  to  l)e  Ville,  the 
commandant  at  Mobile,  authorizing  his  impi’isonment.  The 
poor  fellow  knew  nothing  of  the  arrest  of  the  soldiei's,  until 
Ids  eyes  fell  upon  them  in  ])rison.  Notvtithstanding  that  he 
exhibited,  upon  the  trial,  his  certificate,  which  declared  his 
innocence  of  the  murder,  and  which  stated  that  he  was  com- 
pelled facilitate  the  esca|'0  of  the  authors  of  it,  a court 
martial  condemned  him  to  die.  The  soldiers,  of  course,  were 
also  condemned  to  share  the  same  fate.  As  soon  as  Governor 
Kerlerec  confirmed  the  judgment,  the  innocent  and  unfortunate 
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Beaiidrot  was  led  forth,  and  broken  upon  a wheel ! The  peo-  chapter 
pie  of  ^lobile  were  shocked  at  the  spectacle,  for  some  of  their 
lives  had  been  saved  by  the  sufferer.  Not  many  years  before 
that,  Beaudrot,  while  tradino;  in  the  town  of  AutauG^a,  amouGf 
the  Alabamas,  ransomed  a French  boy,  who  had  been  cap- 
tured near  IMobile,  by  the  Lower  Creeks  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochie,  and  who  had  sold  him  to  those  Indians.  Beaudrot 
paid  away  all  his  profits  for  the  boy,  and  immediately  carried 
him  fo  Mobile,  and  restored  him  to  his  uncle.  On  another 
occasion,  a party  of  the  Lower  Creeks  had  taken  a F'rcnch-  1757 
man,  who  had  gone  up  to  his  little  plantation  on  the  Tensaw 
river.  They  strip})od  the  man,  and,  having  pinioned  him 
well,  took  the  trail  for  the  Chattahoochie.  It  so  lia})pened 
that  Beaudrot  was  returning,  upon  that  trail,  from  Fort  Tou- 
louse, whither  Bienville  had  some  weeks  before  despatched 
him,  with  a letter  to  the  French  commandant.  Night  drew 
apace,  and  the  wearied  Beaudrot  sought  repose  u}>on  the  pine 
straw,  behind  a log,  without  a s[)ark  of  fire.  It  was  his  cus- 
tom, when  alone,  to  sleep  in  the  dark,  for  fear  of  being  dis- 
covered by  Indian  enemies.  He  lay  quietly,  with  his  head 
resting  upon  his  kna})sack.  ]*resently  three  stout  warrioi*s 
made  their  ap[>earance,  with  the  Frenchman  to  whom  wo 
have  just  alluded.  1'hey  po'sently  collected  lightwood,  which 
lav  in  profusion  around,  and  kindled  a large  fire.  'I’en  of  the 
party,  after  the  capture  of  the  Frenchman,  went  in  another 
direction,  to  sec  if  they  could  not  do  more  mischief  ii»  the 
French  settlements,  and,  entrusting  the  prisoner  to  the  three 
warriors  who  now  guarded  him,  had  not  yet  overtaken  them. 
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CHAPTER  The  fire  threw  a glare  over  the  woods,  and  Beaudrot  would 
have  been  discovered,  had  he  not,  fortunately,  been  behind  a 
log.  The  warriors  eat  their  supper,  and,  tying  the  French- 
man to  a tree,  where  he  would  luive  been  compelled  to  stand 
all  night  upon  his  feet,  they  dropped  ofi'  to  sleep.  The  heart 
of  the  generous  Beaudrot  beat  quick ; he  longed  to  rescue 
the  man,  whom  he  w^eil  knew',  but  endeavored  to  compose 
himself.  After  a w hile,  wdien  the  w'earied  warriors  snored  in  pro- 
found sleep,  he  cautiously  approached.  His  first  intention  was 
to  unloose  the  prisoner,  and  place  a pistol  in  his  hand,  when 
they  would  both  instantly  fall  upon  the  Indians  ; but  a mo- 
ment’s reflection  warned  him  that,  if  he  approached  the  pri- 
soner first,  the  latter  wmuld  be  startled,  and  cry  aloud,  which 
would  arouse  the  savages.  This  reflection  altered  his  plans, 
and  he  now  crept  up  to  the  camp,  keeping  a large  pine  tree 
between  him  and  the  w'arriors.  Two  of  them  lay  together. 
Beaudrot’s  carbine  w'as  heavily  charged,  and,  raising  himself 
suddenly,  he  fired,  and  the  warriors  were  both  killed.  The 
third  one  rose  up,  and  rushed  at  Beaudrot  with  his  hatchet, 
having,  in  his  luiste,  forgotten  his  gun.  Beaudrot  had  al- 
ready a pistol  in  his  hand,  and  now'  discharged  its  contents 
into  the  stomach  of  the  Creek,  who  whooped  and  fell  dead- 
Bushing  to  the  tree,  he  untied  his  friend,  who  immediately 
sank  in  the  arms  of  his  generous  deliverer.  But  thev  had  no 
time  to  tarry  here.  The  rescued  prisoner  informed  Beaudrot 
that  the  other  party  were  probalfiy  u]»on  their  trail.  They  im- 
mediately left  the  spot,  and,  reaching  the  Alabama  ri\  er,  Beau- 
drot  constructed  a raft,  on  which  he  now'  placed  the  prisoner, 
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and  they  both  floated  down  the  river  some  distance,  and  chapter 
lauded  on  tlie  westej-n  side.  lie  tore  the  raft  to  pieces,  and 
set  the  fragments  adrift.  Beaiidrot  took  all  this  precaution  to 
keep  the  Indians  from  tracking  him.  About  this  time  it  was 
daylight,  and  he  and  the  Frenchman  were  in  a swamp,  and 
quite  secure.  Beaudrot  now  drew  forth  his  bottle  of  brandy, 
and  gave  his  companion  a diink,  which  did  much  to  revive 
him.  They  also  sliared  some  bread  and  dried  venison. 

After  they  had  rested  here  some  liours,  Beaudrot  and 
his  companion  arose,  and,  after  a tedious  march  through 
the  woods,  subsisting  upon  what  game  Beaudrot  could  kill, 
he  arrived  safe  in  Mobile,  with  the  Frenchman. 

Such  a man  was  Beaudrot,  whom  tlie  French  authorities  in  1757 
Mobile  broke  upon  a wheel ! Ilis  life  was  worth  a thousand 
such  lives  as  that  of  the  tpaimical  wretch  whom  he  was  ac- 
cused of  having  killed.  On  the  same  day  that  he  was  thus 
made  to  suffer  death,  in  the  most  barbarous  and  excruciating 
manner,  one  of  the  fugitives,  a French  soldier,  was  also  bro- 
ken u])on  a wheel,  Avhile  two  poor  Swiss  soldicjs  were  sub- 
jected to  a still  more  horiible  fate,  dlie  authorities  placed 
each  one  of  them  in  a long  narrow  box,  like  a coffin, 
nailed  it  up,  and  then  cut  the  box  in  two  with  a cross-cut 
saw.'’^ 

* French  MS.  letters  in  iny  posscs.siun,  obtained  from  Paris.  See 
also  Bos.-Ju’s  I’ravols,  vol.  1,  pp.  30U-‘lt35.  But  Bossu  incorrectly  states 
that  these  nu'n  sull’ered  death  in  New-Orleans.  Some  years  previously, 

Fort  Conde,  a large  brick  fortress,  had  been  built  at  .Mobile,  and  it  was 
in  front  of  the  gate  of  that  fort  that  these  men  met  such  a terrible  deatli. 
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CHAPTEK  XIII. 

BOSSU’8  VISIT  TO  THE  FliENCH  FORTS  UPON 
THE  ALAIUVMA  AND  TOMBIGBY  RIVERS. 


CHAPTER  Governor  Kerlerec  liaGog  ordered  Bossii,  a Captain  of 
the  French  Marines,  to  depart  from  New-Orleans  with  a de- 
tachment, destined  for  Foi  t Toulouse,  among  tlie  Creek  In- 
iK'ccmSr  20  that  officer  reached  Molffie,  and  was  there  received  by 

D’Aubant,  adjutant  of  tliat  j»lace.  The  latter,  tlie  same 
officer  who  married  the  Russian  Princess,  and  lived  with  her 
in  Mobile,  as  we  have  seen,  liad  recently  been  ajtpointed  to 
the  command  of  Fort  Toulouse,  and  was  instructed  to  accom- 
pany Bossu  to  that  point ; but  sickness,  for  a while,  detained 
him  in  Mobile.  In  the  meantime,  Bossu  embarked  Ids  sol- 
Ma^cfi  Choctaws  in  several  boats.  After  a tedious  voyage, 

of  fifty  days,  up  the  Alabama  nver,  he  moored  his  boats  at 
tlie  French  fort,  upon  the  Coosa.  Here  lie  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  1 >’Aubant,  who,  having  recovered  from  his  indis- 
position, had  come  from  Mobile  on  horseback,  across  the  vast 
wilderness.  Montberaut,  who  was  still  in  command  of  the 
fort,  received  1 1'Auliant  w ith  politeness,  and,  for  three  months 
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previous  to  his  departure  to  Mobile,  instiaicted  him  in  regard  chapter 
to  the  condition  of  the  fort,  and  of  the  policy  Avhich  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  pursue  with  the  tribes  around.  Mont- 
boraut  was  an  officer  of  high  reputation  among  the  Creeks 
and  Alabamas,  and  “was  remarkable  tor  the  spirited  speeches 
which  he  delivered,  in  a manner  analogous  to  the  way  of 
thinking  of  these  nations.”*  He  despised  the  Jesuits,  and, 
as  they  were  formally  stationed  at  Fort  Toulouse,  he  always 
lived  upon  bad  terms  with  them.  Father  Le  Roi,  one  of  these 
missionaries,  wrote  a letter  to  the  Governor,  in  which  he 
abused  Montberaut  in  unmeasured  terms,  and  advised  his 
removal.  The  soldier  to  whom  the  letter  was  delivered,  and 
who  was  to  convey  it  to  Mobile,  handed  it  to  Montberaut, 
who  noted  its  contents.  When  the  Jesuit  met  him  the  next 
morning,  he  showed  him  many  civilities,  as  Rossu  says,  **  ac- 
cording to  the  political  principles  of  these  good  fathers.” 

The  commandant  asked  him  if  he  had  written  any  thing 
against  him.  I'he  Jesuit,  not  suspecting  that  his  letter  was 
in  tlie  officer's  hands,  assured  him,  by  all  that  was  sacred, 
that  he  had  not.  Montberaut  then  called  Father  Le  Koi  an 
impostor  and  cheat,  and  tlxed  his  letter  at  the  gate  of  the 
fort.  Since  that  time  no  Jesuits  have  l,»een  among  the  Creeks 
and  Alabamas.f 

When  Rossu  visited  Fort  Toulouse,  upon  the  Coosa,  he 
found  that  the  Creeks  and  Alabajuas  were  hajpy  people. 

They  lived  with  ease,  had  an  abundance  around  tlKun,  and 

* Bossu’s  'I'ravt'ls,  vol.  1,  j).  '2'26. 
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CHAPTER  were  at  peace  ■'.vitli  tlie  surrouriding  savages.  While  at  the 
fort,  Bcssu  heard  a Chief  deliver  the  following  beautiful 
speech : 

“ Youno;  men  and  w^avviors  ! Do  not  disregard  the  Master 
OF  Life.  The  sky  is  blue — the  sun  is  without  spots — the 
w'cather  is  fair — the  ground  is  white — every  thing  is  quiet  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the  blood  of  men  ought  not  to  be 
spilt  on  it.  We  must  beg  the  Master  of  Life  to  preserve 
it  pure  and  spotless  among  the  nations  that  surround  us.” 

Not  only  were  the  Creeks  and  Alabamas  at  peace  with 
other  nations,  at  this  time,  but  gave  cadences  of  warm  and 
April  generous  hospitality.  They  thronged  the  banks  of  the  river, 
which  now  meanders  along  the  borders  of  the  counties  of 
Autauga,  Montgomery,  Dallas  and  Lowndes — as  Dossu  slowly 
made  his  way  up  the  beautiful  stream,  greeted  him  \\iih 
friendly  salutations,  and  ottered  him  ])rovisions,  such  as  br<*a<l, 
roasted  turkies,  broiled  venison,  pancakes  baked  ^^ith  nut  <>il, 
and  deers’ tongues,  together  with  baskets  full  ot  eirgs  (»t  llie 
fowl  and  the  turtle.  Tlie  Great  Sfiuit  had  blie^scd  them 
with  a magnitieent  ri\  er,  al)Ounding  in  lish ; with  delicious 
and  cool  fountains,  gushing  out  from  the  foot  of  the  lulls ; 
with  rich  lands,  that  produced  without  cultivation,  and  with 
vast  forests,  al)Ounding  in  game  of  every  description.  But 
now  the  ^^hole  scene  is  changed.  The  country  is  no  long>>r 
half  so  beautiful  ; the  waters  of  Alabama  begin  to  be  dis- 
colored ; the  forests  liave  been  cut  down ; steamei-s  lia\  e 
destroye<l  tlie  tinny  race  ; deer  bound  not  over  the  plain  ; the 
sluggish  bear  has  ceiused  to  wind  through  tlie  swamps  ; the 
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bloody  panther  does  not  spring  upon  his  prey  ; wolves  have 
ceased  to  howl  upon  the  hills ; birds  cannot  be  seen  in  the 
branches  of  the  trees ; graceful  warriors  guide  no  longer  their 
well-shaped  canoes,  and  beautiful  squaws  loiter  not  upon  the 
plain,  nor  pick  the  delicious  berries.  Now,  vast  fields  of  cot- 
ton, noisy  steamers,  huge  rafts  of  lumber,  towns  reared  for 
business,  disagreeable  corporation  laws,  harrassing  courts  of 
justice,  mills,  fiictories,  and  everything  else  that  is  calculated 
to  desti'oy  the  beauty  of  a country  and  to  rob  man  of  his 
quiet  and  native  independence,  present  themselves  to  our 
view. 

The  heart  yearns  to  behold,  once  more,  such  a country  as 
Alabama  was  the.  first  time  we  saw  it,  when  a boy.  But 
where  can  w^e  now  go,  that  we  shall  not  find  the  bu.'sy  Ame- 
rican, with  keen  desire  to  destroy  everything  wdiich  nature 
has  made  lo\ely  ? 

Foi-t  Toulouse,  at  various  times,  had  many  commandants, 
who  filled  each  others’  places  according  to  the  will  or  whim 
of  the  colonial  Governor  and  the  difterent  companies.  At 
one  time,  the  Chevalier  D’Ernville  commanded  here,  when  a 
young  w’arrior  killed  a French  soldier,  and  lied  to  the  forests. 
According  to  an  agreement  formed  between  the  French  and 
the  Indians,  when  the  fort  was  first  established,  the  killing  of 
a person  was  to  be  atoned  for  by  the  immediate  execution  of 
him  who  committed  the  deed,  whether  he  was  a Frenchman 
or  an  Indian.  D’Ernville  demanded  the  Indian  of  the  Chiefs, 
who  stated  that  they  were  unable  to  find  him.  lie  next  re- 
quired that  the  mother  of  the  guilty  warrior  should  be  made 
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CHAPTER  to  expiate  the  crime.  They  replied  that  the  mother  had  not 
killed  the  Frenchman  ; but  the  officer  only  reminded  them  of 
the  agreement,  and  further,  of  the  previous  customs  of  their 
country.  Deejdy  embarrassed,  in  consequence  of  the  escape 
of  the  criminal,  and  unwiHing’  that  the  old  woman  should  be 
put  to  death,  the  Chiefs,  to  compromise  the  case,  offered  the 
French  officer  furs  and  horse-loads  of  booty.  But  D’»nville 
was  unyielding,  and  had  the  mother  brought  out  before  Fort 
Touloase,  to  suffer  death.  Her  relati\'es  followed  her  with 
sad  countenances,  one  of  them  exclaiming,  in  a loud  voice, 
“ My  mother-in-law  dies  courageously,  as  she  has  not  struck 
the  blow.”  In  a few  minutes  the  son  rushed  through  the 
cane-brake,  boldly  walked  up  to  D’Ern^ille,  gave  himself 
up,  sa^■ed  the  life  of  his  mother,  and  was  then — killed  ! 

May  announced  at  Fort  Toulouse  that  the  Em- 

peror of  Coweta,  a town  on  the  Chattahoochie,  was  ad^•ancing 
to  pay  the  French  a visit.  Bossu  walked  some  distance  upon 
the  pathway,  towards  the  present  Grey’s  Ferry,  which  w;is,  at 
that  early  day,  a great  crossing-])lace  for  the  Indians.  lie  was 
accompanied  by  some  soldiers,  and,  to  sur})rise  the  Emperor, 
they  tired  their  muskets  as  soon  as  Bossu  took  him  by  the  hand 
which  was  also  the  signal  for  a general  discharge  of  the  artillery 
from  the  fort.  The  woods  presently  resounded  with  the  noise 
of  the  cannon,  and  the  Emperor  felt  that  he  was  greatly  ho- 
nored. He  was  mounted  on  a S[)anish  hoi'se,  with  an  Eng- 
lish saddle,  which  was  bordered  with  a beautiful  s])otted  skin, 
lie  alighted  from  his  hor.se,  and  advanced  to  the  fort  with  an 
air  of  great  dignity  and  importance.  His  costume  was  so 
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singular  as  to  excite  the  subdued  risibilities  of  the  Frenchmen,  chapter 
•who  marched  behind  him.  He  wore  on  his  head  a crest  of 
black  plumes  ; his  coat  was  scarlet,  with  English  cuffs,  and 
beset  with  tinsel  lace  ; he  had  neither  waistcoat  nor  breeches ; 
imder  his  coat  he  wore  a white  linen  shirt,  llis  attendants 
were  naked,  and  painted  in  a variety  of  colors.  Being  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  the  Emperor  was  accompanied  by  his 
Regent,  a noble  and  wise  old  man,  who  ruled  the  'Xower 
Creeks  during  his  minority.  When  they  reached  the  fort, 
the  old  man  delivered  a speech  to  D’Aubant,  which  was  re- 
j>orted  by  Laubene,  the  King’s  interpreter,  who  had  l^een  long 
stationed  at  that  place. 

Being  anxious  to  alienate  the  Lower  Creeks,  upon  the 
Chattahoochie,  from  the  relations  which  they  liad  formed 
with  tlie  Georgians,  D’Aubant  paid  tlie  visitors  unusual  atten- 
xfipig^  The  next  day,  at  ten  o’clock,  he  received  the  Kin])eror, 
his  AVar-Chief,  Regent,  Doctor,  and  followei-s,  in  considerable 
state.  They  were  marched  before  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
who  were  all  drawn  up  in  full  uniform.  At  noon  they  were 
conducted  to  the  dining  table,  where  they  and  the  officoi-s 
took  seats  together.  The  Emperor  was  mucli  })uzzled  in 
what  manner  to  employ  the  knife  and  fork,  and  w.-ls  extreme- 
ly awkward  and  embarra.<sed.  But  the  old  liegent  seized  the 
back-bone  aiid  breast  of  a turkey,  and  broke  them  in  two  with 
his  fingers,  saying,  “The  Master  of  Life  made  tingei-s  before 
knives  and  forks  were  made.” 

Towards  the  end  of  the  repast,  a servant  of  the  Kmp**ror, 
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CHAPTER  who  stood  behind  his  chair,  perceived  tliat  the  French  ate 
mustard  with  their  boiled  meat.  He  asked  Beaudin  what  it 
was  that  tliey  relished  so  much  ? This  officer,  the  same  who 
went  to  the  Chattalioochie,  and  arrested  the  soldiers  who 
fled  from  Cat  Island,  and  who  had  lived  forty  years  in  the 
Creek  nation,  replied,  that  the  French  were  by  no  means 
covetous  of  what  they  possessed.  He  handed  the  Indian  a 
spoonful  of  the  mustard,  who  swallowed  it.  He  thereupon 
made  many  ridiculous  contortions,  giving  several  whoops,  and 
affording  the  whole  company  much  merriment.  The  Indian 
imagined  himself  to  be  poisoned,  and  D’Aubant,  the  com- 
mandant, could  only  appease  him  by  a glass  of  delightful 
brandy.* 

About  this  time,  the  celebrated  Russian  Princess,  whom,  as 
we  have  seen,  J.)’Aubant  had  long  since  married,  at  Mobile, 
becoming  tired  of  his  protracted  absence,  determined  to  join 
him,  which,  indeed,  had  been  planned  when  the  chevalier  left 
her  at  Mobile.  Going  on  board  a boat  which  was  starting 
for  Fort  Toulouse,  this  remarkable  and  romantic  woman,  after 
a long  voyage,  arrived  at  this  })lace  with  her  little  daughter 
and  a female  servant.  She  was  aftectionately  received  by 
D’Aubant,  and  had  many  lively  adventures  to  relate  of  her 
passage  up  the  .\labama.  Not  having  pleasant  quarters  in 
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June 


* Travels  through  that  part  of  North  America  formerly  called  Louisi- 
ana, by  iM.  Bossu,  Captain  in  the  French  Marinos.  Vol.  1,  pp.  22G- 
1278. 
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the  fort,  a cabin  was  built  for  her  in  the  field,  not  far  from  chapter 
the  fort,  to  which  was  attached  a brick  chimney,  the  frag- 
ments  of  which  still  remain  there.  Here  this  gay  woman 
was  accustomed  to  converse  with  the  Indians  and  }>rattle  ’vnth 
their  pickaninnies.  So,  then,  citizens  of  Wctumpka,  there 
was  once  living,  within  three  miles  of  your  city,  a Jlussian 
Princess — so  represented  to  be — wdio  had  married  the  son  of 
Peter  the  Great  !^' 

"While  at  Fort  Toulouse,  Bossu  received  an  order  to  repair 
to  Mobile,  for  the  purpose  of  serving  under  the  ordei-s  of  De 
Ville,  the  King’s  lieutenant,  stationed  at  that  place.  He  en- 
tered a boat,  and,  after  a prosperous  voyage,  reached  Mobile. 

Some  time  afterwards  he  was  ordered  to  command  a convoy 
to  Fort  “ Tombeebe.”  He  left  ^Mobile  with  three  boats,  in 
wdiich  were  soldiers  and  Mobile  Indians.  He  entered  the 


Tombigby  river,  alter  a voyage  of  seven  days,  which  now  can 
l>e  performed  in  four  houi-s.  Mooring  his  boats  near  s«,)me 
land,  a little  elevated  above  the  water,  he  }»it<-hed  his  camp, 
and  prepared  to  pass  the  night  on  shore,  as  was  the  cu^'tom 
of  all  voj’agers  of  that  day.  AVhile  wrapped  in  a corner  of 
his  tent-cloth,  and  reposing  upon  his  bear’s  skin,  with  a strinix 
of  fine  fish,  which  he  designed  for  his  breakfast,  lying  at  his 
feet,  he  was  awakened  from  a profound  sleep,  by  finding  him- 
self sin.ldenly  carried  away,  by  an  extroardinary  force.  Terri- 
bly alarmed,  he  cried  out  for  help.  An  enormous  alligator. 
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intent  upon  3ei;dng  tlie  string  of  fisL.  had  caught  in  liis  teeth 
a portion  of  the  tent-cloth,  and  was  liunyirg  Bossu,  tent 
cloth,  bear-skin,  tish  and  all,  rapidly  to  his  accustomed  ele- 
ment. Fornmately,  just  before  the  alligator  plunged  into  the 
river,  Bossu  saved  himself  and  tlie  bear-skin  ; but  the  fish 
and  the  tent-cloth  disappeared  with  the  monster. 

The  voyage  up  the  river  was  remarkably  tedious,  for,  it  being 
at  a low  stage,  Bossu  was  often  compelled  to  drag  his  boats 
over  the  bars.  Re  camped  upon  the  banks  every  night,  and, 
to  protect  liimself  cas  much  as  possible  from  the  mosquitoes, 
he  placed  canes  in  the  ground,  and,  making  their  tops  meet 
by  bending  them  over,  formed  an  arch.  Over  this  rude  frame 
he  threw  a linen  sheet,  and  slept  under  it  most  comfortably, 
reposing  on  his  bcar-skiii.  ()n  one  occasion,  provisions  be- 
came so  scarce  that  Bossu  sent  out  some  of  his  men  to  pro- 
cure game  in  the  forests.  I )iscovering  the  nest  of  a large 
eagle,  built  in  the  branches  of  a lofty  tree,  the  Indians  soon 
prostrated  the  latter  with  their  axes.  They  obtained  from 
this  immense  nest,  several  fawns,  rabl.)its,  wild  turkies,  par- 
tridges and  wild  pigeons,  together  with  four  eaglet^.^'  The 
old  eagles  fought  desperately  for  their  young  ; but  the  fam- 
ished party  bore  otf  the  nest  and  the  abundance  of  game 
which  it  contained,  all  of  which  had  recently  been  taken  for 


* Bossu  must  be  mistaken  as  to  the  number  of  eaglets.  According 
to  my  reading  of  natural  history,  I am  under  the  impression  that  not 
more  than  tico  eaglets  are  ever  found  in  the  same  nest. 
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the  eag-lets  to  devour.  Bossii  and  Ids  party  lived  sump-  chapter 
tuously  duriug  the  remainder  of  their  voyage,  ^vhic]l  was  at 
length  terminated  at  Fort  “Tombecbe,"’  tlie  site  of  which  is 
now  familiarly  known  as  Jones’  Bluff.  J)c  Grandpre,  a 
Canadian  of  much  bravery,  and  ])Ossessed  of  much  e.xperience 
in  relation  to  the  habits  and  customs  of  tlie  Indians,  com- 
manded the  garrison  at  this  post.  Bossu’s  journal,  kept  at 
this  place,  is  wholly  occupied  with  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  Choctaws.  we  have  already  referred  to  him,  upon 
this  subject,  in  our  descri]>tion  of  that  tiibe,  we  will  omit  here 
what  would  be  a mere  reiietition,  only  submitting  to  the 
reader  the  following  extract : 

“ I saw  an  Indian  of  the  Choctaws  who  had  lately  been 
baptized.  As  he  had  no  luck  in  hunting,  he  imagined  him- 
self bewitched.  lie  went  immediately  to  Father  Lefevre,  the 
Jesuit  missionary,  who  was  stationed  at  Fort  ‘Toinbecbe,’ 
and  who  had  lately  converted  him.  lie  told  him  that  his 
medicine  was  good  for  nothiiig,  for,  since  he  had  ])ractised  it 
upon  him,  he  could  kill  no  deer.  He  therefore  desired  the 
priest  to  take  off  his  enchantment.  The  Jesuit,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  resentment  of  this  Indian,  acted  as  if  he  had  anni- 
hilated the  baptismal  ceremony.  Some  time  after  thi.s,  the 
Indian  killed  a deer,  and,  thus  thinking  himself  forever  free 
from  the  enchantmeiiT,  was  a most  happy  fellow.”^' 

But  the  colony  of  Loui.'^iana,  so  vast  in  extent,  and  embra- 
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eing  within  its  limits  the  territory  of  our  own  State,  and  that 
of  Mississippi,  was  soon  to  be  taken  from  the  French.  It  has 
been  seen  that  the  English  and  the  French  had  long'  been 
competitoi-s  for  the  commercial  patronage  of  tlie  Indians,  in 
IjOwci*  Louisiana,  and  also  for  the  right  to  the  soil.  Far  more 
bitter  were  their  jealousies,  and  far  more  bloody  their  feuds 
upon  the  boi'ders  of  Ohio,  Vij-ginia  and  Pennsylvania.  For 
some  time,  a serious  colonial  war  liad  been  raging  between 
the  North  American  provinces  of  France  and  those  of  Eng- 
land. The  French  lost  post  after  post.  The  victorious  l>ri- 
tons  garrisoned  them  with  troops,  and  then  caj)tured  otliei-s. 
In  this  manner,  the  King  of  France  lost  all  his  Louisiana  pos- 
sessions, and,  with  them,  the  soil  of  Mississip]>i  and  Alabama. 
Spain,  too,  had  allied  herself  with  France,  in  the  war.  At 
length  the  three  belligerant  powers  concluded  a picace,  the 
conditions  of  wljich  are  stated  in  the  commencement  of  our 
second  volume. 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  that  treaty,  I’ierre  Annibal 
do  Ville,  lieutenant  of  the  King,  commandant  at  Mobile,  and 
Jean  Gabriel  Fazende,  d’ordonnatuer,  delivered  that  town  and 
its  dependances  to  Major  Robert  Farmar,  commissary  of  liis 
Britannic  Majesty. 

Pierre  Chabert,  captain  of  infantry  and  commandant  of 
Fort  “Tombeebe,”  and  Valentine  Duboca,  keeper  of  the 
magazine,  delivered  that  post  to  Captain  Thomas  Ford,  who 
garrisoned  it  with  English  troops. 

The  Chevalier  Lavnoue,  commanding  I'ort  Toulouse,  upon 
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the  Coosa,  not  being  relieved  bj  the  appearance  of  any  Bri- 
tish officer,  spiked  his  cannon,  broke  off  the  trunnions  or  eai-s, 
and  left  them  in  the  fort.  The  river  being  shallow,  during  a 
dry  fall,  and  having  his  soldiers  and  all  the  provisions  and 
military  effects  to  convey  to  Mobile,  in  boats,  he  caused  to  be 
cast  into  the  Coosa  all  which  the  magazine  contained,  among 
which  was  a large  quantity  of  powder.* 

* Histoire  de  la  Louisiane,  par  Charles  Gayarre,  vol.  2,  pp.  108-9. 
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